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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of 
Persia and Arabia. 


No. 1. . 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received January 1, 1902.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presen 
Sooretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by ditvetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Seeretary of State, copy of a letter to 
the Admiralty, dated the 80th Decomber, and inclosure, respecting the visit of the 
Russian cruiser “ Varyag” to Muscat. 

India Office, December 31, 1901. 


his compliments to the Under- 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 1, 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton 


(felegraphic.) December 26, 1901. 
GOK suggests that, to counteract impression produced locally by visit of fine 
“Varyag” to Museat, one of our newer battle-ships on way to China 

ig along Oman coast during present winter. I support suggestion if 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 1. 


India Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, India Office, December 80, 1901. 

TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forssard, for the consideration of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of telegram from the Vieeroy, dated 
the 26th December, with reference to the visit of the Russian cruiser “ Varyag” to 
the Persian Gulf. 

His Lordship will be glad if the Lords Commissioners will take the Vicoroy's 
suggestion into consideration should an opportunity occur, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 





(1528) B 





No.2. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Janwary 1.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 2nd December, the Under-Secretary of 
State for India prescuts his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Seeretary of State, copy of inclosures in letter trom the Foreign Sceretary, 
Calcutta, dated the 12th December, respecting the Suri flazholders, ce 


India Office, January 1, 1902, 


Tnelosiue 1 in No. 2 
Captain Smith to Government of India. 


lographic.) Muscat, November 30, 1901. 
IMPORTANT communication passed between Sultan of Museat and Freuch Cousut 
on subject of Surf flagholders. Pending the supply of copy now posted, Cox respectfully 


Secret n Affairs may be urged not to commit 
Sultan of Muscat if approae French Ambassador, 
Addressed to F i yea ter! to Calcutta, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 2. 
Captain Smith to Government of India, 


(Confidential) Museat, November 80, 1901. 

J HAVE the honour to report that Captain Cox has forwarded to me from the 
interior copies promised to him by the f certain Arabie corresponderice which has 
pussed between His Highness and. the Breneh Consul on the subject of the Suri fh 


holders, as desired _me to send the translations of them to the Government of In 
the Resident Persian 


‘This Lhave the honour to do. 
L have, &e, 
PF, A. SMITH, 


Tnelosurp 3 in No. 2. 


‘Translated purport of a Leiter from His Highness the Sultan of Muscat to the Addi 
ee Mujesty’s Consul, Muscat, dated 9 Shaaban, 1319 (November sth 
(After the usual eompliments.) 
1 HAVE the honour to forward copy of'a communication which I have addressed to 
the French Consul on the subject of the flags in the possession of certain of my subjects, 


1 trust: your Honour and Goverumeat will be at one with me aud support me in the 
matter, if occasion should arise. 


This is what had to be communicated to you. 
May you be preserved. 


FEISAL-BIN-TURKI. 


Tnclosure 4:in No. 2. 


Translated purport of a Letter addressed by His Highness the Sultan of Muscat to 
M. R. Laronce, Vice-Consul for France at Muscat, dated 9 Shaaban, 1319 
(November 21, 1901). 


After the usual complimen 

T AM under the necessity of representing to you a matter affecting the internat 

eof my administration, 

When I proceeded to Sur in May last ia connection with the examination of the coat 

istrict, T heard a great deal of talk among iny subjects there, trom which it 
' were under the i ion that those among their community who 
fw (French) flags over their dhows on the high seas were absolved from any obligati 
submit themselves to my territorial sover s impression, which was in their 
minds, purported to Le founded upon stateme y your predecessor, 

Twas loth (2) to attach importance to th ie time, but was inclined rather 
to put it down as mere idle gossip, and did not, therefore, trouble you 0 subject. 
Now, however, that, after an interval of six months, have again paid a vi Sur (on 
this occasion for the express purpose of making improved arrangements for realizing the 
revenue of the port and ‘ty—improvements which will operate alike for the 
benefit of the trading at large jd. for tha vn administration), 1 hear 
people, for the second time, talhing in precisely the bofore—namely, as if it 
Kore believed that those persons who fly the (French) flag over their dhows were entitled 
to oppose me in matters of internal State administration. 

it is for this reason that 1 am constrained to address you. Referring to the Edict 

h I notified on the 14th Safar, 1918 (16th June, 1900), 1 am aware that the great 

ment undertook not to issue flags to any of my. subjects. subsequent to its 

publication, and, with regard to those persons who had accepted them prior to that time, 

T never hi, and have not now, any intention of interforing with them for flyin foreign 

flags on the high seas; but itis impossible that in my own territory and ter waters 

Tean make any distinetion between thew and others of my subjects born and domiciled in 

and if any Govorntneat whatsoever should demand from me that 1 should 

differentiate in such a manner between individuals among my own subjects, your Honour 

knowledge that stich a demaid would be both a violation ofthe principles of inter- 

ral Jaye and incompatible with the independence of the Sultan of Oman, which the 
Preach Government has undertaken and agrced to acknowledge and uphold, 

T addressed your predecessor many times, both verbally and in writing, to the above 
sifect ; but st seems desirable that 1 should aequaint you also with what is in my mind in 
this connicetion, so that it may not be hidden from you, and 1 farther request. that your 
Honour will inform the great French Government in the sense of the foregoing. 

(Signed) PEISAL-BIN-LURKI. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 2. 


Translated purport of the reply of M. R. Laronce, French Vice-Consul, to His Highness the 
Sultan's Letter to his Address, dated 9 Shaaban. 


(After the usual compliments.) November 28, 1901. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Hiziness’ esteemed ietter, and your friend 
understood what you intimated to him, 1 shall, of course, communicate the purport of it 
to my great Govérument; but I must inform your Honour that there can be no change 

regard to what affects our protected subjects and their affairs; and, moreover, your 
i Commodore (i, Captain Kiesel, commanding the RF, “ Catinat,”” 

the day he visited you and warned you with regard to them not to interfere with, 

wv. This is whut it was hecessary to explain to your Highness, and 


(Signed) R. LARONCE. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 2. 





Feisal-bin-Turki to M. Laronee. 











(After the usual compliments 17 Shaaban, 1319, 
YOUR honoured letier lias duly reached me, and T have understood its contents, 
Lam obliged to you for referring my communication of the Sth Shaaban to your 

great Government, according to my request. But with regard to what you say in Your 

letter under reply wbout my having made a promise to the Commodore, may I inquire 

promise it was that I made? No promise emanated from me as vou 
over, is ity as 4 matter of fact, conceivable that on the occasion of a complimentary visit 
any promise whatever would emanate from me without deliberation and without anything 

1, especially in regard to such an important issue as that under reference, which 

impossible for me to neglect or close my eyes to, being, as it is, of the nature stated 

letter of the 9th Shaaban, and salaam, 




























(Signed) FEISAL-BIN-TTRKL 
No. a. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A.-Hardinge. 
(No. 1.) 
ir, Foreign Office, January 2, 1902. 





T HAVE received your despatch No, 189 of the 1th ultimo, reporting that a 
reconciliation hus heen elfected between the British Agent at Shiraz and the Prinee 
Governor of the Provi Your action in the matter, which has resulted in 
the satistietory settle nit, is entirely: approved, 















Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 6, 190 


{No. 150. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 26, 1901. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 229 of the 15th June last, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to your Lordship eopy of despatch trom His Majesty's Consul at 
Bussoral reporting on the results of the second voyage of the “ Korniloff” to the Persian 
Gulf for the purpose of developing Russian trade i those waters 
Thave, & 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 








































Inclosure in No. 4, 











Consul Wratistaw to Sir N. O' Conor. 







(No. 52. Confidential.) 
ir, Bussorah, November 18, 1901, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 26 of the 23rd April last I have the honour to report 
that the Russian steamer“ Korniloff” hs paid another visit to this port. She brought 
full cargo from Odessa and was obliged to refuse sonie 500 tons from Constantinople and 
Port Said. ‘Tho greater part of her cargo on this voyage vias destined for Bussorab aud 
consisted! of petroleum, wood, and samples of various goods, including matehes, flour, and 
sugar, No piecezcode were brought for sale here, tut I holieve a few bales were landed 
at Bushire and a sinall quauitity was iu transit for Bagdad. 

The petroleum was Nobel's” brand, whieh is new to the Persian Gulf, wher 
Rotlichilds’ has up to now been used. 16,500 cases were landed here, all on consignt nent, 
and most of these have been sent to various places up the ri Tt is too early to 
what suevess will attend this venture. ‘The local mjarket is conservative and T havealready 
Heard complaints of the quality of the new brand of cil, though as a matter of fact » 
























































































Batoum petroleum receives the same degree of refining, and there is practically no 
difference in the kinds fornished by the several exporters. 1 understand that some 20,000 
‘cases were also landed at Bushire and Bunder Abbas. 

‘The value of the wood landed here was 1,500/. A part was in boards ready sawa for 
date boxes, but the greater portion was beams for building purposes, and was imported 
in the hope that it might compete with Jawee wood from Singapore both hicre and at 
Bagdad. The value of wood imported for building last year was about 20,0001, and that 
of date wood, 46,0007. 

For the return voyage azain a full cargo was obtained and the freight to be eared 
amounted to over 2,001 This consisted almost entirely of dates in skins and. bags 
for Levant ports and Constantinople, and is only available at this. particular season. 
Hitherto these dates have been carried in British bottoms to Port Said and thence 
transhipped to their ultimate destination. 

The “Korniloff” also took 2301. worth of passengers for Jeddah, Exypt, and 
Constantinople. As the only passenger line direct to the Mediterranean, the Russian 
steamers are likely to monopolize this branch of traflie, such as it is. ‘thei 
accommodation is good and the system adopted is more suited 
native travellers than that which prevails on British cargo boats receiving passengers. on 
sufferance, 

On the whole, it is likely that the “Korniloff” more than p 
and that the subsid 























dates, whieh are only a 
cargo she can obtain fro ian Gulf on the return joumnes 
T understand that the next departure from Odessa will be in Januar 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 








‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 2) 
Sir, I 
YOUR recent despatches 
uation in Persia, and reporti 
received the careful attention of I 
‘hey have noted w 
and indications of a di 





‘ign Office, January 6, 1902. 
your impressions ot the political and financial 
your interviews with the Grand Vizier, have 
Majesty’s Government, 
on the friendly demeanour of the Grand Vizier, 
esite on his part to retumn to the coutidential relations whieh 
existed in former yenrs between the Persian Government and the British Legation, 
On the other hand, the refusal of the Persian Governmont to avail itself of the 
offer of assistance made by you to the Grand Vizier in the course of Not 
the peculi ich that refusal took place, render it a 
you should fi the considerations by whieh the conduct of 
towards Persi influe 
‘The policy of His Majesty's Government in tegen 
which most interest this country has from ti 
oceasions when those questions 
useful to recapitulate the salient. 































rable that 
eat Britain 














d to the various Persian questions 
ime heen clearly indicated on the 
iseussion, Tt however, be 
policy in a staten nt Inaly 
id otlier Ministers of the Shab, 

or even before His Majesty himself, if a suitable opportunity should prssent itself, 
‘The Persian Government must be well aware, from the experience of 100 years, 
that Great Britain lins no designs upon the sovereignty of the Shah or the independenes 
of his State. It has, on the contrary, been one of our principal objects to encouraxe 
and strengthen the States lying outside the frontier of owe Indian Empire, with th 
hope that we should find in them an intervening zone sufficient to prevent dircet 
contact between the dominions of G nil those of other great milita 
policy if in any particular instance we 
: w States was being crushed out of national 
existence, and falling practically under the complete domination of auother Power, 
Tt would be necessary in that case, hefore the intervening State had virtually 
disappeared, to consider what alternative course our interests might demand now tht 

the object to which our efforts had hitherto Leon directed was no longer attainable, 

[1528] © 



















at your discretion place efore the Grand Vizier 




































should find that one of these interveni 
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Applying these principles to Persia, we have long recognized the superior interest 
of Russia in the northern portion of the Shah’s dominions, which must naturally 
result fom the long extent of her conterminous frontier, Whatever steps we 
may have taken to maintain our position in Northern Persia have therefore been 
taken as much in the interests of Persia herself and of her national independence 
asin our own, which are not directly threatened by Russian superiority in those 
regions, except in so far as it might affect the Persian capital and seat of Government. 

Jn the south, on the other hand, for fully a century our efforts have been success. 
fully devoted to building up a substantial and pre-eminent mereantile position, with 
the result that we have acquired an altogether exceptional interest in that part of 
Persia, 


Persia hi 






























benef 





cil immensely by these Inbours, We have eleared the 













waters adjoin ex coasts of pi kept them constantly policed. Tt ma 
be siatod without exaggorat slopment of i! le of 
Porsin. is due to British enterprise, and that re and 


Bundor Abbas. have heen convoyted into £ 
ie system of telegraphs. which | 


h Administration, with the permission an 








south of the 
It cannot reasonably be supposed that Great Britain would alandon a position 
aittaiied by go many years of constant effort, or Would acquiesee in attempta on the 
partof othier Powers t aul predominancein tliesouth of P. t 
therefore, His Majesty's ave no desire to obstruct in any 
of Russia to find a commercial entrance for hor trade in ths Persian Gu 
any obstacle to the passage of her commerce front the mort for 
ors they enuld not adunit that such commercial 
for the occupation by Russia of points possessing strate 
lablishinent of such an ascendenoy in the south ts she 
‘he Persian Government sl 
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ly wnilerstand sinc 


















station in the Porsinn Gulf, for the renson tliat such a station must be regarded as a 
challonge (0 Gr 


Tf the Pe 












Government fo tak 
r necessary for the protect 
naval 


the Persian Gulf such 
m of British intorests: 
th in those waters, would be attended 











us difficulty. 
in, could His Majest 






Government acquiesce in the eoneession to 
in of any preferonti ights or advantages, ial monopoly 
or exclusive privilege in the southern or south cluding. 
Seistan. British interests must: inevitably suffer by such eon 
Government have themselves recognized and acquiesced in this 
ogeasions ‘Whey gave in Octobe 1897 a written promise to Her 3 
‘Teh that the Customs of Southern Persia sho 
control and supervision. When in 1900 the 













distri 




















ign 








of Mohammerah, 
Bushire, Bunder Abbas, and other ports of the Persian Gulf, and insisted on the right 
ge was made in the 
administration of the Customs at Mohammerah or in the position of the Shi is 









g any steps of 
Majesty’s Government have 
ce with satisfnction, and have only to add that a hypotheca- 
tion of the internal revenues of any of the southern or south-eastern provinces of Persia 
fs seoutity for a foreign loan would be even more detrimental to Persian interests, and 
Hot less objectionable from n British point of view than that of the Customs of the 
southern ports. 

As regards railways, I may remind you that in March 1880 the late Shah of 
Porsin gave a distinet ‘promise in writing’ that Great Britain should have priority in 






































‘As reganis Seistan, I 
directed you to call the 

has for Gre 
rade route between Ind 
miportsinee that it shoul 
‘ip 











‘on aecount of its prosimity to India and its position 
nd Persia, and fo state that we regard it 
remain free from the intrusion of foreign 












Ifis Majesty's Government have consistently sought to 
onal existence and the territorial integrity of Persia, and 
evelop lier resources. ‘heir poliey in this respect is in strict accordance with the 
unierstanding arrived at between Great Britain and Rus 

reailirmed by an exchange 5 in 1885; pledg' 













































, the Persian Government 
influence and intervention. 
ove, His Majesty's 
policy; and they would regard 
od in t ures as might appear to them best eaten 
fhe intersts go eanangered, even though tn the adoption of such 
izlit no longer be possible to make the integrity and independence of 
t object as hitherto, x : 

In any conversations which you may have on the subject, you will bo careful 
to state these views in the most friendly and conciliatory Ianguage, and to avoid 
anything which might bear (le appearanes of menac t the idea that we 
aire at present suspicious as to the intentions of the Persian Government, You 
should, in particular, make it clear that no new departure is contemplated by Tis 
Majesty’s Goverament, and that, we desire, on the contrary, to reaffirm as strongly as 
we are ablea policy which has for many years past guided the Government of this 
country in their dealings with the Persian Government. 























Government would ni 





























Tam, & 
(Signed) 





LANSDOWNE. 

















No, 6, 







India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 7.) 






THE Under-Srertary of State for Indi presents is eompliments to the Under- 

Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgo Hamilton, 

dS herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from 

the Admitalty, dated 3rd January, respecting the visit of the Russian cruiser 
Varyag” to Muscat, de 


India Office, January 


















, 1902, 











Inclusure in No, 6. 


Admiralty to India Office. 









January 8, 1902. 
had before them your letter 
ill ‘state to Lord Georgo Hamilton that 
wi Station, but 


















quest yo 
any lange 








s 


that, they will bear in mind the Viceroy’s suguestion that, with av 
the impression made by the Russian ship “Vary 


Gulf Littoral, one of His Majesty's attleships should show the flag along the Oman 
coast on her way out to Cl 


Tom, & 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No.7. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Recvived January 9.) 


UN continuation of this Office letter of the 20th October last, the Under-Sceretary 
‘ate for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Forel 
2 and, by direction of Lord Georze Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the informa: 
tion of the Seerctary of Stato, inclosires in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, 
dated the 12th December, respecting the British Station at Bassidlore, 


India Office, January 7, 1902. 
ee ee ee 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7, 


Liewlenant-Colonel Kemball to Governwent of India, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Bushire, September 21, 1901, 


1 HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with my 


letter dated the 31st August on the subject of Rassidore. 
2. 1 took the opportunity of His Majesty's ship Sphinx proceeding out of the 

Hf to Muscat to request Commander Phillipns to visit the Arab const, ail alvo yo 
call at Bassidore, and 1 now forward, for the information af the Government of Tule, 
a tracing of the Station and its vicinity and approaches, which he has heen so zowd na 
send nig, Tho relative positions of our Station, Simgow, and Oli! Bassidore, will he cece 
from this map, 
8. With regard to ngow, T have be formed by our Coal Agent at Ba: idore 


that when the place way inhabited the Persian oficias of Kishm used to collect rove 
Since about the year S83, 4,1, Sinwovw haw 


doro, however, taxes are taken hy the Zabit 


esl aminlabited. From Old Basic 
Kish, whose representative, the Coat 
Tris ping is shortly expected to come to collect the sum of 111 rupees on 
agcount of the date harvest instabnent 

4, Vuh that Lhave been unable to gather any reliable information from 
the records of this Oflice showing the actual L sof the on I grant le to us of 

issilore, ‘The place is mentioned in vol, xxiv of the “Selections from 
the Records of the Bombay Goverument,” at pp. 37, 4, and 602, and it would appear 
that the old Portuguese town ocenpiel the site where out present Station now is. Tet, 
posible that the Fortuguese Setllement also inchided Singow and Old Bassidore, an ie 
To the Haine atau Station should be considered to include the whole of the Boiut up. 
to the rising ground marked on the Thave the honour to solicit instructions 
in the matter, and (0 iuquire i, in view of the tuets now reported, the orders given 
paragraph 2 of your letter dated the th Lill hold good, and if, in the event of 
an official of the Persian Government hh ed_at Old Bassidore, I may require 
him to leave the place, : 
int remains to be considered with reference to our Station at Ps 

dore, 18 heen of opinion that the place was of no great importance, owing to 
the thet Uhat, although the anchorage itself was good and sheltered, the harhooe coat 
only he entered by ships of small draught pps, however, informs me 
that a channel exists to the south of the buoyed, would 
Bussidore for ships of a Th ke our Station at 
Bassidore a place of co miportance. I have lately received complaints from 
ur iraders at Lingai that the new Customs Administration are treating them unfree 
$2 compared with Persian merebants ; and alihouzh the Director-Genoral of the Cone 
in the Gulf lins, at: my request, promised to remove the grievances of our traders, it is 
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ssi ifficulties will be still placed in their way. Tingal is now ebiefly used as 
Series te tia Ga of tho Arab consh and there ig ito. doubt that if our 
merchant-ships could enter Bassidore without difficulty, the place would soon, become a 
flourishing Settlement, I would suggest that, if possible, an carly opportunity may be 
taken to carry out a careful survey of the appronslies to the harbour of Basidore, 
have, &e, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 7. 


Government of tutia to Lieutenant-Cotonel Kenbilt, 
ae ima, Octoler 29, 1901. 
directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 2ist. Seplember 
ding the Station of Bassi fon 
2. It is understood that, while Por e jurisdiction over Onl 
Bassid for some time past, the Settloment x! 8 hitherto tema od ind 
pendent of Persian control. Tn the circumstances, the Government. of India. consid 
that, whatever may ay 
British Government in 1820, as te 
lable, they are debarred from asserting 


‘ct whieh was granted to the 
ns 10 be no information. readily 
fation over Old Bassidore by 
years ‘The site of th Settlement at Singow inay, 
however, be re included within the Umits of the British § ation, 
3. “ th) your suy ston, serge lle ide, posi, oe 
e survey. ches to the Bassidore alin eatly date, 
the survey «aC 
(Signed) J.B. WOOD, 


Under-Secretary to He Govecunent of Enda, 


Tuelosure 3 iit No, 7. 


Goveraiien! af Tndin te Direotor, Royal Indio 


IN contiination of the vorrespondence eh 


action 
went dated the I5t ilircal 


from ah 
i tt be int 

to arrane fo rine steamy hivast 
gator to wndert : Approacles, to that 
Port after the completion of tie survey it tlie 


@ SARDEW, 


Dépuity Secretary to the Guverninent of tneins 


Inclosure 4 in No. 7, 
Director, Noyat indian Marine, to Governnet of Luin 


Fart Willian, December 0, 

WITH refercnce to Maric Departmont letter dated the 2nd November last, D} 
the honour to request you will inform the Government of Indin thut the officer jn 
charge of the Marine Survey of India hus been instructed to investigate and survey tlic 
locality in question, as required, 


ee 


[as: 
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Copies of the foregoing letters are forwarded to the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf for information, in continuation of the letter ftom the Government of India in the 
Foreign Department letter dated the 29th October last. 

By order, Ke. 
Sioned) J, B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 





Foreign Department, Fort William, 
December 11, 1901, 





No. 8. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received January 9.) 





f State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerotary of State for ¥ ign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
for crowith, for the inforunn closures ina 
letter from the For ative to. 
Dorkish complaint » 



















peeting the actions of « 
Indie: Office, January 8, 1902, 





Inclosure 1 in No. §. 
Government uf Bonbay to Governinent of Indiv. 


(Confidential) 

TAM directed to forward horewith, for th 
copy of a letter from the Political Resijl 
and of its inelosures, on the subject of a 
Yeinen that some people of the Haus! 
and wounded a ‘Turkish subject. 





ambay Castle, December 11, 1901. 

information of the Government of India, a 
, Aden, dated the 24th November, 1901, 
omplaint_ made by the Gov 
bi tribe Thad entered a village in the 























Tnelosure 2 in No, 





Briyadier-Geneval Maitlaut lo Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential) 
1 HAVE the hone 

of conespondenee cont 

road 

the Ma 


Aden, November 24, 1901. 

1 forward herewith, for the information of Government, 1 copy 
ing m complaint made by the Goveruor-General of Ye 
ome people of the Haushabi tribe, who, it was alleged, had entered a v 
district and subject. It will be se ny reply tha 
such in although a Haushab, who hidd fled from his 
‘own at it plice, apparently that alluded to by the Pasha, by 
some Homars who had lost relatives in the action at Ad Daveja in July lasts 






















Anclosure 3 in No. 8. 
Husen Helni Pasha to Brigadier-General Maitland. 


Sanaa, le 11 Novembre, 1901. 






(tétégraphique,) 

DANS Ia nuit du Vendredi passé beaucoup de 
village nominé Chabi Salif dépendant du Mavia, ont tiré plusieurs coups de fusils, 
et bleasé un homme du susdit village ; je prie votre Excellence darréter et punir sévere= 
ment Jes coupables et dordouner & qui de droit pour que les mesures elfieaces soient prises 
pour Vavenis. 











(Pranslation,) 

(Pelegeaphie,) Sanau, November 12, 1901, 
ON the night of Friday last (Sth November) certain evil-disposed people of the 

Hayachib (Haushabi) went to the village called Chabi Salif [sie] whiely belongs to Mavia, 
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fired several shots, and wounded man of the above village, I beg your Exeelleney to 
arrest and severely punish the guilty parties, and to give such orders as_may be 
necessary to insure effectual measures being taken (to prevent such occurrences ?) in the 
future. 





Tnclosure 4 in No. §. 


Brigadier-General Maitland to Husen Helmi Pasha. 


Aden, November 11, 1901. 


(Telegraphic. ; 
(Telegraphic) T have direoted inquiry to be made into the 


YOUR telegram of the 11th November. 
oceurrence reported by your Excellency. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 8. 


Demi-offciat letter sent to Mujor Davies at Dthali or elsewhere, dated November 11, 1901. 


















«Ufrom Husen Helmi Pasha, the 
je veforred to as ‘Havachib” are 
possibly be Shabwa, Please go to, Musemir on 

hhas veally. happened, impressing at 


“OVERLEAT is a tra 
Governor-General of Sas 
the Haushabis, and «Chabi 
your way back to Aden, and ascertain, if possible, wh 
the sam nthe Sulian that he is 0 nt to allow his people to eross the 
frontier-line, or to commit any act which can bo regarded as aggressive, It is, of course, 
particularly important that things should remain quict all along the border, in view of the 


proposed der -ation.”” 
propo ati P. J, MAITLAND, 

























(Signed) 












Inclosure 6 in No. 8. 








Report. 





‘AN MOHISIN-BIN-ALI, the Haushabi, states that: some time ago one of his 

y name Hassan Dulak, absconded and went into the territory of the 
Turks, Recently the man went to the village of Shieb Sala, 
es of Mavia, where hie was killed by some ‘Turkish subjects who had lost two 
or three relations in the fight at Ad Dareja. ‘The family of the deceased Hassan Dulak com- 
anil he told thei that Hassan Dulak had deserved what had happened to 
3 from the family to prevent thei into Turkish territory and 










































J. DAVIES, Major, 


Signeil) 
oie First Assistant Resident. 


Musemir, November 16, 1901. 









Inclosure 7 in No. 8. 











Brigadier-General Maitland to Husen Heli Pasha, 
(Telegraphie.) Movember 24, 1901. 

YOUR telegram of 11th November, 

Major Davies has visited Musemir, and reports that no such ineident as that described 
by your Excellency would seem to have actually occurred. An individual of the Haushabi 
tribe fled some time ago from his own country and was killed by Turkish subjects at 
Chabi Sali, which is apparently the village mentioned in your telegram above 
mentioned, 


Aden, 















Foreign Office ti lustia Office. 
sin, : Foreign Office, 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne ta inform you 

Ambassador stated to him on the cist ullime, that: disturbance d seourred a 
some of the trikes in the nejghbourhood of Aden, and that id ron 

heen committed. * The Porle lal instructed i authorities on the spot to use 


influence to pat an end tot of thiny nd trosted that His M y's Gover 
ment, vould send siuailar instructions to th ities at A ; sa 


Lansdown f ld tye wad 
precise knowlidlye of thi 1 


hut that without more 
xpress uo opinion in regan t 
Tain to = t, for Lord G,. Hanilton's consideration, ¢ 
observations on Anthopoulo Pash 
ie 
(Signed) 





No, 10, 
Imperial Bank of Petsin to Kiccig Office—(Received Ji 


sin, 25, Abchureh Lane, Londo 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 4 
lospately of the British Minister, of the 6th December, 1901, 
ile of the Tehrin-Sultanabal and Kow-Tapaban Rou, 
the Dirwetors of the Buphrates and ‘Tigris Steans > 
same question, ‘These papers were hid before a spec 
(mperial Bank on the Gth instant, aud T have now the honour to subi 
tion of the Seere of State, certain remarks which it will be 
‘wake without the delay ‘which may follow a niegotiation with the 
Sompany aboy |. ns 
2. tw de ded by the Noard to comply with the wish of the Seerota 
any satishietory lay could he devised with the Buplrates and s Steatn 
ion Company (Limited) for utitizing the Road Concession with the amount 
‘nice that the Dritish Government is prepared to offer, although the Compans’s 
present propoauls Latdly soem to ollerany thts for a seriou = This 
however be tho: subject of a futuro letter, aftes prope. 
ed with the Stea Wigation Compa Meanwhile, the Board of the 
Kk would desire to recall the attention of the Foreign Office 
1th December, 11101, whieh vel fort 


Unperial Bank, both of which scot to bi 

{e wus there pointed out that it wisn 

Road Concession, which it would never 

the British Minister st Tehran, ausse of anxiety and exp 
Opportunity hos arrived for yesclling it to the Persian Government, and re 

portion of tlic loss, ‘This transnetion is opposed strenuously by the British Minis 
Teliran tor purely political reasons, the foxee of whieh do not appear to be admitted by £1 
Majesty's Governnient, Fos, supposing the position tobe such us described by Sir 
Arthur Uurdinge, and the wporial Ban's azrees with his estimate of the rising influence of 


Russia and the falling prestige of Grout Dritaio, it i» obvious that the balance i ; 
redtessed hy the offer of 3001, for five years, SO De Seana Se 


bjver of t 
thor with a Memorandum by 


f State and 


8. ‘The Lmperial Bank, being a commercial undertaking, does not concern itself with 


political considerations, aud its reasonable desire and intention is to free itself from a C. 
cession which, however important trom a political point of js detrimental to its 
banking business, and which diminishes in value every year as the term of the Concession 
is running out. ‘The Board would be very glad to inake over the Concessi 

British Government or its: nomin any miunner Which might be approved, receiving 
the same cash payment as the Persian Government arcready to give; but your letter luolds 
out no hope that such a settloment is even conten by the Foreign Ol 

Amperial Bunk has no option but to complete its suspended arrangement with the Persian 
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For experience has shown that the Concession is <o involved in its terms 
and conditions that there is no hope of its being taken over by British capitalists unless 
under a full and open guarantee by the Government, when a revised Concession could be 
readily obtained by the Legation. But for this revised Concession the Imperial Bank hi 
no desire to apply; seeing that its object is to divest itself of obligations and respon: 
bilities, and not to renew or extend them, Nor would the Imperial Bank be willing to join or 
associate itself with any new Company which might he formed with the assistance of the 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navization Company (Limited) or by amalgamation with it, 
farther than by investing in such Company a portion of the each ‘proceeds of the sale of 
the Concession. No large amount of money ean be raised in the London market for 
Persian road construction without the open guarantee of the British Government, 
4, ‘The Imperial Bank will refrain from discussing the v ting despatch of 
Sir Arthur Hardinge at greater length. ‘The considerations with which it deals are of the 
highest importanee, but they concern His Majesty's Government rather than the Imperial 
Bank, for whom it would be impertinent to suggest how far national funds should he 
expended to maintain national interests, or to urge their neglect may entail a thousandfold. 
increased expense hereafter, But two remarks on Sir Arthur Hardinge’s letter should be 
recorded, The first is to correct the m in his sixth paragraph, in whieh he assumes 
that the new road through the Bakhtiari country to Tspalian is suitable for whecled tvaffic. 
‘This is not the ease. The road is a mere mule’ track with Tight bridges s and a very large 
expenditure would be necessary to construct a road for wheeled tate throush that 
difficult country. ‘The second remark concerns the lust paragraph of his despatch, which is to 
the effect that the sale of the road should be coupled with a condition that the Concessi 
ibe transferred to the subjects of any other Power without the previous consent 
is Majesty's Government, Such a condition would be an excellent one ; butit will be 
obvious to the Secretary of State that it is impossible for the Tnperial Bank to suggest 
We are merely engaged in an ordinary commercial transaction, re-transterring to the party 
from whom we received it a Concession for which we have no further need, and the 
Imperial Bauk bas no warrant to couple this transaction with political conditions. with 
whieh it is in no way concerned, and which are altogether beyoud its jurisdict 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIEFIN, Chairman, 


No, 11, 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received Janwany 13.) 
(No.8. Confidential.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh January 9%, 100 
T ASCERTAINED to. afidence, fin Persian’ Minister, that, Uh 
new Persian frontier Tarif? yet buen sighed, as there ave still coxtain diff 
ops to be surmounted in the negotiations whicl 
are being carried on in regard to some of the details with the Russian Govern 
He said that when settled, the ‘Tarif’ would be published simultaneously. at 
St, Petersbungh and ‘Tehran, and he understood that His Majusty’s Legation at ‘Tehran 
would have the earliest information of the result of the i 
Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES S, SCOT 





No. 12. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 13, 1902, 

L HAVE received your despatch No. 184 of the 29th Noveinber relative to the 
offer of His Majesty's Government to give financial assistanes to the Government 0 
Persia, und the ne s in progress between the Russian and Persian Goyernmen 


B 
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The notes which you addressed to the Grand Vizier on the 20th and 21st 
November, and the language which you held to His Highness, as reported in your 
despatch, have the approval of His Majesty’s Government. 
Tam, ée. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 13, 


War Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 14.) 
Sin, War Office, January 18, 1902. 
" 2 2 ‘ar Office, January 13, 1902. 
[AM direoted by of State for War to seknowledge the reevipt of 
your letter of the 5th ultimo, transmitting, for observations, 
His Majesty's Minist 


cause for storing arms 
to provide for their 


ion of Lord Lansdowne that, for reasons 
other than the above, the Secretary of Stato for War, in ence with the 
Commander-in-chiet and the Governinent of India, has already. supported @ proposal 
made A, Hardingo to locate Consular guards at yavious places in Persia, Tehran 
i One of then 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, W. D. WARD. 





No. 14, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 15.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 24th December, the Under-Sceretary of 
Stale for India presents bis compliments to the Under-Secretary of State tor F 
Aifairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Secretiry of State, copy of inclosures in x letter from the Foreign Sceretary, 
Calcutta, dated (he 19th Decom! atfairs. a “ 


India Office, January 15, 190: 


Inclosure in No, 14. 
Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Government of India. 


Trincomatee, November 27, 1901, 

u of your letter of the 16th instant, 

m you in reply that no special instructions have been issued to 
ices at the disposal of the 

the printed standing orders 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the rec 
and to inf 


Commanding Otficers of His Majesty's ships to place their ser 
Consul at Muscat, when possible, and if so requested, but i 
issued for the guidance of the squadron under iny command it is laid down that * it will 


be the duty of all Captains to pay prompt attention to every requisition fiom the Indian 
Government, or theirauthorized Agent,” and further that “as difficulties requiring prompt 
action are apt to arise suddenly the Commanders of His Majesty's ships on this division 
(Persian Gulf) are to consider themselves at the disposal of the British Resident or such 

local authority as the Government of India may appoint, for the maintenance of the 
maritime police of these waters and for the support ‘of British authority.” ‘These would 
appear to meet the wishes of the Government of India on the point. 
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‘The Senior Officer in the Persian Gulf has been directed to keep the Political Agent 
informed of the movements of ships on his division so far as it may be possible to forecast 
them. The establishment of telegraphic communication with Muscat, which I understand 
vyill be completed at the end of this month, will greatly facilitate this. 

Thave no doubt that if the Consul haslately been leftin ignorance of the whereabouts 
and movements of vessels in the Gulf, it has been due to the concentration of ships in 
the north of the division, as I feel assured that when a vessel is stationed in the vicinity 
of Muscat, as is usually the ease in normal times, her Commanding Olficer is always very 
realy to assist the local Consular aml political authority in this or any other matter. 


Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Foreign Department in continuation of * 
ne Department, of the 16th November, 1901. 
By order, 
(Signed) IL. C, HOLMAN, 
Assistant Secretary to Government of India. 





No. 15, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 


7 Foreign Office, January 

I COMMUNICATED to the Seeretary of State for War, for his observations, a copy 

of your despatch, No. 19, of the Blst October last, relative to the question of providing 
sans for the defence of His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran in ease of attack. 

1 transmit to you a copy of a letter from the War Office on the subject. 

A copy of your despateh No, 101 of the 27th June Inst will be communicated to the 
War Office with an explanation that, in consequence of what is stated in it, the project of 
stationing a guard at ‘Tehran has been deferred for the present, 

am, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 


No. 16, 


‘The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Offce.—(Received 
January 16.) 


ters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
ir, Tanuary V5, 1908. 

WE have been informed by the Imperial Bank of Persia {hat the Memorandum, 
signed by the Directors of our Company, and having reference to the proposal which 
had been conveyed to us by the Foreign Office that we should approach the Bank with 
a view to making effective the Road Concession so long held by them, has been commu- 
nicated to them by the Foreign Office, and that they have had it under consideration, 

hey have appoitited General Sir Thomas Gordon, K.C.LE,, ©.B., C.8.L, to discuss 
matiers with us, and our Chairman on Saturday last, the 11th instant, had an interview 
with him, As’a result, the Bank have instracted their Representative at ‘Tehran to 
endeavour to obtain a prolongation of the term of their Concession, and we under- 
stand that you have been informed in this sense, ‘The sale of the Concession to the 
Persian Government has been abandoned, and the main object, as we understand it, of 
‘Your proposal to us has therefore been secured, 

Mucl time must necessarily elapse before the various negotiations preliminary to 
the actua constitution of the proposed new Road Company shall have been concluded. 
We nced hardly say that we shall adhere to the proposals which we have made to the 
Bank in the Memorandum, and that we shall do our utmost to meet the wishes of 
Government. 

‘As regards a subsidy, you will see that what we have proposed is an indemnity, so 
that no Government money will be placed into the pockets of the proposed new 
Company, We have understood from you that Government is not prepared to give 


“Noi * 
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more than the sum of 1,001, a-year; but obviously it is impossible for us to pronounce 
at this stage whether this sum would be sufficient to warrant the proposed outlay. We 
do not yet know, nor shall we know for some time, the approximate expenditure which 
will be involved, or the approximate revenues. But we can assure the Foreign Office 
that our endeavour would be to arrange a scheme under which it would be possible to 
comply with their views as regards the subsidy. 

Tn the meanwhile, however, we are incurring net expenditure at the rate of 2001. 
a-month in the navigation of the Karin. We do uot think that the Foreign Office can 
quite have realized the extent of the strain whieh has been placed upon us, and upon the 
proper conduct of the navigation (whieh is the base of these new trade routes), owing to 
the suspense and uncertainty of the last few yea road are becoming 
disaffected oving to the impossibility of returni swers, Only this 
week we have received telegram from our principal manager in imperative terms, to the 
effect that we must send out at once an experienced man to take cliarge of the Ahwaz 

y and fill the place of a member of the staff whose leave ean no longer be 

We cannot conclude an Agreement with such gentlemen for less than five 

years, and, once concluded, we are liable for five years’ salary, ‘There are also many 

‘other important matters awaiting decision, We submit that for the last ten years we 

have gone to l n developing the cuterprise which are scarcely warranted by purely 

commercial | Itis possible that what we have done, and the spirit in which we 

have done it, may merit some consideration, And we trust that, under the eircum- 

stances, His Majesty's Government may now be willing to grant us our subvention for 
the river service. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EDW. MILLS, Secretary. 


No. 17. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivert January 16.) 


Sir, India Office, January 16, 1902. 

IN continuation of previous correspondence, ending with the papers forwarded 
iy covering letter of the Ist January last, I'am directed by Lord George Ham 
request. that you will lay the inclosed copy of a telegram from the Governor-General of 
India before the Marquess of Lansdown 

‘Phe course now: proposed by Captain Cox and recommended by the Govern 
India is based upon the sugzestion contained in the penultimate paragraph of your le 
of the 22nd September, 1901, hut no action has hitherto been taken to give effect to 
consequence of the view expressed by Lord Lansdowne in the final paragraph of the same 
letter, and in your subsequent letter of the 21st November. 

‘Phie result, however, of the Sultan of Muscat’s recent visit to Sur has been that 
His Highness has addrested « letter, dated the 21st November, 1901, to the French 
Consul at Muscat (a copy of which was forwarded to you on the Ist January) in 
which he has represented that he cannot recognise the claims of his subjects who ave 
accepted the French tlag to be exempted from his jurisdietion within Muscat territory and 
territorial waters. 

Tu these cireumstances, as the general question has been in this manner reopened by 
the Sultan, Lord George Hamilton considers that there may be some advantage in now 

thorizing Captain Cox to advise the Sultan to ask the French Consul to supply him 
c list and information suggested in the telegram of the Governor-General, I am. 
to inquire whether Lord Lansdowne concurs in this opinion, 


Inclosure in No. 17. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
January 8, 1902. 


(Telegraphic) 
"YOUR Secret despatch of the 29th November, 1901: Susi dhows. 
Cox suggests that Sultan should at once request French Consul in writing 
to {urnish list of Oman dhow-owners claiming right to By tricolour anterior to Edict 


Ww 


accompanied by full particulars of grounds on which each 

el, together with copies of all papers given to them, and. statement of rights 

ed under them, We might direct Cox to advise Sultan accordingly. See Foreign 

fice letters of the 6th August and 22nd September, forwarded with your Secret despatch 

dated the 11th October, 1901. I expect to receive shortly Cox’ ‘reply to the French 
Ambassador's communication to the Foreign Office of the 14th August last. 





No, i8. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha, 


Your Excelleney, Foreign Office, January 16, 1902. 
WITH reference to the communication which you made to me at our inter 
the B1st ultimo relative to reports which had reached your Government of distur 
companied by murders and other crimes, which had'taken place among the tribes. it 
shbourhiood of Aden, I have the honowe to inform you that T have. requested 
y's Secretary of State for India to make inquiries of the Resident of Aden 
nd to these reports, 
Tu the meantime Lord G. Hamilton has received a despatch ‘from the Resident 
relative to an occurrence which may be connected wi 
‘The Resident states that in Novenber Inst the Governor-General of the Yemen 
lained to hitn that some people of the Hayshabi tribe had entered a village named 
bi Salif in the Mavia district, veral shots, and wounded a Turkish subject, 
The Resident, having made inquiries into the matter, informed the Governor: 
st doveriba had oer. 
nuntey and ad been killed by Turkish subjects ae Chabi Sulit ere om Bis own 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 19. 


Foreign Office to: Messrs, Lynch. 


. Foreign Office, January 16, 1902. 

TAM dirteted by the Marguoss of Lansdowne to trantinit to gou the cove ap nying 
Which has taken plice between Hix Majesty's Minister at 

{i Persian Minister for Hore Affirs in rgd to your alain against the 
dovernment for repayment of your losses in connection ie maintenance 

of the steamer “Shushan on the Upper Karun, ae Me aa 
copy of the note from the Sadr Azan to His Majesty's Changs a'AMlaires 

Tehran of the th July, 1894+ referred to in the note from the Mushsr-ed-Dovleh to 
Sir ie Hen age of us 8th October last, is also inclosod, pees 
am to request that you will be so good as. to furnish Lord Lansdowne with your 
observations on the suggestion of the Persian Gove hould hand over 
the" Shushat guagestion of the Persian Govornment that you should hand over 

Tam, &e, ®. 


(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





* Sce Part VIL, Toclosutes in No, 218. 
t Sadr Azam, July 8, 1894 (in Mr, Greene's No, 161, July 13, 1894), 





No. 20. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 17.) 


‘MIE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 19th December, respecting South- 
western Arabia affairs, 


India Office, January 16, 1902, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 20, 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


(Pelegraphie. November 12, 1901. 

PLEASE sce my letter of the 2nd Novembe 

Following telegram reecived from Resident, Aden :— 

“With reference to my letter of the 12th October, paragraphs 10 to 13, 4 
Ahmad replied to the effect that he was unable at present to come owing to local 
alfairs, but that he would visit Aden after the Ramazan, that is about the middle of 
January, Sultan Alavi will return with him. Almost all'the Beda Sheikhs have now 
come to express general desire for ‘Treaty, which [ trust I may be empowered to 
conclude, 


Instructions requested, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 
Goverunient of Inia to Government of Bombay. 


(Holographie.) November 16, 1901. 
SECRETARY of State telegraphs: — 
“ Aden frontier 
Porte has appointed « Colonel and Lieutenaut-Colonel to proceed to Aden and 
there join, other officer on frontier for delitnituting with British officers, Davies should 
how tie recalled to Adon, Communicate to. me proposed instructions to. our Cort 
inissioners, I presume we stall not go beyond Wahab line, by which we have alvays 
oon gid?” 
Please have Davies recalled, Viceroy will be glad to. reesive as early as possible 
nies of officers suggested for selection, and a brief telegraphic draft of proposed 
uuctions, with auy remarks that Bombay Government desire to make, 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 20. 


Government of India lo Surveyor-General of Indiv. 


(Telegraphic November 17, 1001. 
TB 


Turks having proposed a delimitation of our Aden Protectorate, it is probable 
that an officer will shottly be required to mect the ‘Terkish Representative, It is 
aecessary that he should be accompanied by a surv n You arrange to 
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send one, and what officers would you select, as the line for which we shall contend will 
probably be that surveyed hy Waliab in 1891? It is desirable, if possible, that some 
‘of the party who accompanied him should be sent again, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 20. 
Gnvernment of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphie.) November 21, 1901. 

MY telegram of the 16th November, 

Survey Department propose to depute Colonel Wahab for delimitation of Aden 
frontier. ‘Owing to his rank it will probably be desirable that he should be the head 
of the delimitation party, If Governor agrees, what Political Officer {sie) would Bombay 
Government wish to associate with him? Viceroy would be glad to recive an early 
reply to my telegram of the 16th, 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 20, 
Gonernment of Bowbay to Government of India. 


(etezraphie.) Novemaer 21, 1901. 
'N continuation of iny telegram of the 18th November, following telegram received 
from Resident at Aden: 
My telegram, 13th November, 
*Removal British flag, Davies reports Wara village, with all villages west and 
south-west of Jaleli, paid revenue to Emir, but flag was removed at night not by open 
force, Resident at “Aden,” 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 20, 
Government of Bombay (0 Government of India. 


phic.) November 24, 1901, 

YOUR telegram of thi 

Bombay Government accept appointment of Colonel Wahab as head of delimitation 
id tecommend that Major Davies, Acting First Assistant at Aden, shoulil be 

sociated with him, Por reply to your telegram of the 14th November please see my 

Seorct telegram, dated this 


Inclosure 7 in No. 20. 
Government of Initia to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraphie.) November 24, 1901. 
MY telegram of the 21st. 
Aden frontier delimitation, Turkish Commissioners, Colonel Mustapha Remei and 
ivutenant-Colonel Uyrahim Subbass, left Constantinople the 20th November, by steam- 
* Khedive,” for Sana, to join other officers and proceed to frontier, Please inform 
nt, and reply early to my telegrams of the 16th and 21st November. Would not 
Major Davies he suitable as Joint Commissioner with Colonel Wahab ? 
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Tnclosure § in No. 20. 
Government of India to Surveyor-General of Indi 


(Velegraphie.) Nacenter 25, 1901. 

YOUR telegram of the 22nd. 

Erection of boundary pillars, Afghan frontier, is postponed till spring, Please 
therefore send Lieutenant ‘Tandy with Wahab, Would you propose to stop latter at 
Aden, or is it desirable for any reason that he should come to Bombay? Please direct 
him as you think best, and let us know, so that we may issue his instructions, Wahab 
will be head of the party, and Major Davies, First Assistant, Aden, will be associated with 
him, ‘Turkish Commissioners left Constantinople by steamer “Khedive” on the 
20th November for Sana. 


Tnelosure 9 in No. 20, 


Surveyor-General of India to Government of India. 


ember 26, 1901. 
H telegraphed to Resident, Aden, to stop Colouel Wahab there, and 
vey party as soon as I can get them together. I presume tents and camp 
equipment will be provided for Wahab at Aden. 


Inelosure 10 in No, 20. 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(elegraphi November 28, 1901. 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL telegraphs 26th :— 

“Thave . 4... Wahab at Aden,” 

Can you arrange at Aden for tents and camp equipment for party, which will 
consist of Colonel Wahab, Major Davies, and Lieutenant ‘Tandy, R.E., of Survey 
Departinent ? What escort would the Resident propose for them? 


Inclosure 11 in No. 20. 
Government of Bombay to Government of Inia. 


(Veloxraphic.) December 4, 1901. 
YOUR telegram of the 28th November. Aden delimitation. Resident ean 
provide tents and equipme Fahab and Davies, bat ‘Tundy and survey party 
should bring full equipn Survoyor-General has been informed. Resident proposes 
escort varying according to nature of country from one company native infantry or less 
to two coinpanies with two guns and small detachments of sappers and miners and Aden 
troop. Turkish escorts reported to be larger, Wala arrived Aden on the 2ud, 


Tnelosure 12 in No. 20. 
Government of India to Goverument of Bombay. 


(Wetegraphie,) December 5, 1901. 

YOUR letters of the 2nd and Brd November. Please refer to my 87C of the 
27th November. Until it is known that the instructions to Wahab are approved by 
His Mujesty’s Government it is premature to raise the question of concluding Pro- 
tectorate ‘Treaties with the tribes mentioned by the Resident at Aden. ‘The matter will 
be considered later, 
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Tnclosure 13 in No. 20, 


Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) December 5, 1901, 

ADEN delimitation. Resident reports British party will he assembled on the 19th, 
and shonld start a few days later. Resident is inguiring from Governor of Yemen 
when Turkish party will be ready. All now necessary to coniplete arrangements is 
approval of His Majesty's Government tv proposed ‘instructions to British Come 
missioner, 


Inclosure 14 in No. 20. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


(Telegraphie.) December 13, 1901. 
FOLLOWING from Resident at Aden :-— ine: 
“Demareation of frontier, In reply to inquiry when ‘Turkish Commissioners will 

be ready, Governor-General of Yemen replied he had no news of them, It appears 

probable that ‘Turks will not begin work until after Ramazan, At Wahab's suggestion 

Surveyor-General of India has delayed departure survey party one week, and Wahab 

Teaves for India by mail to make out certain arrangements. He can be back in less 

than three weeks, if necessary.” 


Tnelosure 15 in No, 20, 
Surveyor-General of India to Government of India, 


(Belexeaphic December 4, 1901. 

HAVE the honour to inform you that, in accordance with orders received trom 
Secretary, Foreign Department, « Boundary Commission is to be at once formed 
for the delimitation of the Aden Turkish boundary, I Lave stopped Colonel Wahab at 
Aden on his return to India from furlough, and “am organizing a survey party under 
charge of Lieutenant M. Tandy, R.E,, to proceed at once to Aden 10 join Colon 
Wahab. ‘The party will consist ‘of Lieutenant M. Tandy and two native surveyors with 
Khalasis, and will start by the mail-steamer of the 14th instant for Aden, 


Inclosure 16 in No, 20, 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic,) Bonbay Castle, November 20, 1901, 

T AM directed to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of 
a letter, dated the Ist November last, from the Political Resident, Aden, and of 
accompaniments, relating to affairs in the Amiri country. 

2 Tam to add that the Governor in Council concurs in the view expressed by 
General Maitland regarding the presentation of flags to Arab Chiefs, 


Inclosure 17 in No, 20, 
dier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay, 


< Aden Residency, November 1, 1901. 
IN continuation of my telegram of the 26th October, I have the honour to 
forward a copy of the letter from the Emir of Dthali, reporting the incident of the 
flag le also copies of telegrams from and to the Governor-General of 
ES G 
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Yemen, It will be scen that the French version of the first telegram differs 
slightly from the English translation of the Arabic, in which it was first received, 
‘This was only to be expected, and the discrepancies are not serious, It will be 
observed that Husen Hebni Par a makes no mention of the flag incident, but it 
seems to me not improbable that it was the news of the latter whick called forth the 
remonstranee. 

2, T also inclose a copy of the instructions given to Major Davies, who started on 
the th October, and will probably reach Dthali on the 4th instant. It will be seen 
how vague is our knowledge of the localities, and of what is going on; but I hope that 
Major Davies’ Report will shortly explain much that is now obscure, Additional instrue- 
tions have now heen sent to Major Davies, in accordance with the Secretary of State’s 
telegram of the Ist November, 

3. With regard to the gift of the flag to the Amir of Dthali by the late 
Native Political Assistant, it has been the custom to give flags to the Chiefs 
whose territories are on the sea-board, and these flags are displayed at their sea- 
coast towns when steamers happen to arrive, But I eannot find that flags have been 
ever given to inland Chiefs, except in this one instance, and in this ease I imagine the 
Native Assistant acted on his own responsibility and without the authority of the 
Resident, 

1, T should be glad, however, to have the orders on the subject, as the Turks are 
said to be distributing flags to any Sultans or Sheikhs on their frontier who will accept 
them, ‘Thore would, perhaps, be no objection to British flags being occasionally granted 
to Chiefs of inland territories, together with written instructions to the effect that the 
flag is only to be displayed at the Chief's capital town, o in its immediate neighbourhood, 
and that it ig on no account to be hoisted at any village, or on any piece of wround, the 
possession of which is disputed, 


Tnelosure 18 in No, 20. 


‘Translation of an Arabic letter, dated Dthali, Rajab 1319 (October 1901), from 
Amir Siwif Saif to Brigadier-General Maitland. 


(After compliments.) 

1 BEG to state to you, our affectionate well-wisher, that you would not allow us 
to come to you in person, but promised us that. you will send some one from your part, 
to examine‘all the limits of our territory. So T went back to my country, and found 
here several bands of Turks. Secing this T was afraid, lest by chance some of them 
night create disturbance with our subjects, Therefore I ordered my son to plant in 
the middle of Warn a British flag which was given to us by the late Mr. Muhammad 
Saleh good many years ago, and was put away by his order, Muhammad S 
said that, in case’ of molestation. from the ‘Turks, we might in any place 
our limits, that this would he honour for us, and that the ‘Turks would not then 
annoy 1 

“According to this advice, T oriered my son to erect the British tag, and he 
diid/so, when forty ‘Turkish soldiers, with two mounted men, presented themselves, and 
tliey seized away the British flag, with its staff, and four of our subjects were put into the 

‘gon, ‘They were treated very cruelly and heaton. ‘Then we became very much 
hed, and sought to discover the reason of their daring action in removing the 
ish flag. We have heard from a servant of the ‘Turks among the people, who is our 
friend in sceret, that the Commander of the ‘Turkish army sent ont a spy to the camp of 
ih force at Musemir, aml that the said spy reported to the Commander that he 
Heard of one of your servants saying that there is no British protection on any place 
except the Dthal itself, and the other villages, viz., Waa, Deharan, Husen, and Hejit- 
el-tbid, Ge, are not under Dthali, as the said villages were taken by the Turks in the 
\ Amir Ali Mokbil, When the Commander of the Turks heard these news, 
he ordered the ‘Turks to foreibly take away the said flag and its staff, believing the words 
of the spy. 

Now you may consider, Sir, that the whole cause of this disturbance has 
happened through your servant, and thus offence has heen given to us, and to the 

ish Government, hy the seizure of the flag and the breaking of the flagstaff, and by 
one subjects eing put in prison and being made to suffer severe and crue 
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beating. I hope, therefore, you will inquire by which of your servants the infor 
mation was given, as these territories are our original possession, and are under our 
Government, and in the hands of Amir after Amirs who have ruled over them. 3 
‘As to the Turks, it is true that they had previously taken all the places advancing 
until they got as far as Raba, a town of the Haushabi, and put Amir Ali Mukbil 
into prison; but by the glory of the British Government, the said Amir wa 
released from prison, and all his territories were freed, and the followers of Amir, 
who are loyal to the British Government, were relieved of fear of the Turks. Now, 
Sir, if such news reach the Turks, especially through your servants, they will be 
encouraged tobe more daring. We are very sorry for the taking of the flag aud the 


So, if'we are permitted by you to contend with them on the subject, we shall do so, 
otherwise not, i pn 

Hoping the favour of your kind reply to what we have said herein, with warm 
respects to your Honour, 


Inclosure 19 in No. 20, 


Translation of an Arabic teleyram addressed to Brigadier-General Maitland, dated Sana, 
October 23, 1901, 


‘DHE Dthali Sheikh has expressly acknowledged ina. paper which he submitted, 
and (which) was sent to the Government of India. See the letter of M. Schneider, one 
‘of your predecessors, dated the 19th March, 1875, It is in two parts, and was given to 
the Sublime Porte by the British Embassy at Constantinople, (It states) that the 
division of Zorki and Ahmedi and Marabi, included in Mablaf Hedjaf, subordinate to 
the district of Kataba, are not, and never were, a dependency of Dthali, We 
learnt with regret that the Sheikh referred to is interfering in the 
and we inform your Excellency that orders have been given to the officers 
and troops to protect the rights of the (Turkish) Government, and to prevent 
the interference of the said Sheikh in the above division, We therefore request 
you to restrain the Sheikh from this encroachment, which conflicts with the rela 
tions subsisting between the tvo Governments, aud is opposed to (our) rights and. 
covenants, 


Inclosure 20 in No. 20. 
Brigadier-General Muitland to Husen Mehni Pasha, 


velexraphic.) Aden, October 27, 1901, 

YOUR telegram of the 23rd October. 

1am sending an officer, Major Davies, to Dthali to inquire into matter. 

He will have a small escort. Will your Excellency kindly direct your officers to 
assist him as faras possible? I should be much obliged if your Excellency would repeat 
your telegram of the 23rd October in French, and would make any farther communi= 
‘ations in the same language. 


Inclosure 21 in No. 20. 
Husen Hehai Pasha to Brigadier-General Maitland. 


raphie,) Sana, October 28, 1901. 

X reply to yours of the 27th, in accordance with your Excellency’s wishes, 
instructions were iinmediately given to the local authorities fof Kataba £] to give their 
best assistance to Major Davi Z 

My former telegram will be repeated to you in French. 
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Inclosure 22 in No, 20. 
Husen Hehni Pasha to Brigadier-General Maitland. 


(élégraphique.) Sanu, le 29 Octobre, 101 

LH; Cherk du Dthali, par sa dclaration faite en 1875 & M. Schineider et envoyée par Ini 
au Gouvernement des Indes avee la lettre datée du 19 Mars, 1875, et expédiée par le 
dit Gouvernement & l’Ambassade d'Angleterre 4 Constantinople et par celle-ci com- 
mumiquée officiellement a avait avout clairement que les trois tribus nommees Ahn 
Zaraki, et Mibrabi dépendant de Jihaf qui est dans In frontidre du Kataba, ne 
Aépendaient pas de Dthal apprendre maintenant av if regret que le 
Cheik susdit veut mettre ins sur ces trois tribus et par conséquent empidter la 
frontitre du Kataba, Su iens, Excellence, que des ordres ont été 
domnés aus. autorités civile le [e itaire du Kataba pour empécher tout empi 
ment ct violation contre Ia fronti pric votre Jixcellence, vous aussi, de donner 
les ordres eatégoriques au dit Cheik pour qu'il mette fin A ses actes eontrnires at droit et 
aux bonnes relations qui existent entre nos deux Gouvernements 


——— 


(Contidential,) Aden Residency, October 20, 1901. 

sto, ou ate (leputed, with the permission of the Secretary of State for India, to inquire 
into, and report on, the state of affairs as rogards the boundary between the territory of 
the Amir of Dthali and the ‘Turkish province of Yemen. ‘ 

2. You ate also to ascertain the actual facts as to the alleged tearing down of a 
British flag at“ Wara” by ‘Turkish soldiers, and if it is the ease that a British flag wae 
netually set up at that place by the Amir, and foreibly removed by the ‘Turks, the Amir 
should be called on fora full explanation of his action, and especially for a statement of 

grounds on whieh he claims Wara, Whether his claim in this instance admits 
of justification or not, you will give him the strictest instructions to avoid. interlerenes 
with places in Turkish ‘territory ; and it is obvious that the British flag should not be 
hoisted on debateable land, though it might be properly exhibited on the Amir 
house, or castle, on the approuch of any party of Turks, or on ceremonial ovens 

3, ‘he present dispute appears to. have’ arisen not o s Wara, but with 
Fespect to the three small districts of Abmedi “ Zorbi,” (Azatik or Aztaki?) and 
Mebrabi. ‘These, we understand, comprise the strip of country at the eastern foot ot 
Jabal Tahal, immediately between it at Ad Dthala, and the valleys to the south and 
southewest of that place; but only Mehrabi appears on the map, and it is sliown there ae 
the none of a tribe, “Al Wara,” which may possibly be the most northern village of 
Ahmed is marked on the map ‘about a mile west-torthewest of saleliy where wo Lace 
there is nov a Turkish post, though it has not, perhaps, ben there very longs, Another 
Al Wara appears to be about 2 miles north-east of Jaleli. This may be a Sharh 
Village, and, if $0, itis not unlikely to be claimed hy: both parties, and to be the actaat 
scene of the flag incident, ‘This villaze, however, is not in Wahab's list, and it may 
have no aetual existence. ‘ 


numero 
found 


vbich the Governor-General of Yemen now quotes* as showing that the places in 
juestion are not part of the Amir'sdominions. The Amir’s claims to them, if insisted on, 
should be very fully and clearly stated, It is further desirable that we should know what 
rerenucis yielded by these districts and other places the possession of which is in dispute. 

5. The Secretary of State's permission is conditional on your not going beyond the 
frontier. ‘That is to say,he desires that you will not go into Turkish territory, ‘The 
boundary, of course, isnot demarcated, but for the purposes of this order we must assume 
it to be as indicated by Major Wahab in his survey report of 1893, i 

6. So far as we are aware, the actual boundary is still much the same as it was at 

the time of Wahab’s survey, and no Shairi villages appear to be now paying revenue 
tothe Turks. According to Wahab, the Turks are only on the western side of the 
Amit’s territory. It should be ascertained, if possible, whether they have obtained 
wossession of any of the Shaibi villages to the north-east; and if so, whether the 
haibis haye altogether lost their independence. ‘The Upper Yaffai tell us that their 
country joins the Amir’s, which apparently means that they come up to Jabal Harir 
on the cast. We ought to know for certain if this is the ease, and also what are the 
relations of the Yaffais with the Shaibis. 7 

7. It is very important that we should be informed whether the ‘Turks are interfering, 
or have recently interfered, with the Kafila road after it passes into the Amir's country, 
or with the villages in its neighbourhood; and particularly whether they have established, 
or attempted to establish, a post at Al Khureba, or anywhere near the place where the 
road descends from the plateau towards the plains. if * 

8. You are aware of the dispute between the Amir and the ‘Turkish officials 
regarding a fort or tower at “Kharaba,” ‘The Amir built « place which the ‘Turks 
destroyed, saying he had mado use of materials collected by them for the purpose of 
building # fort of their own, In March last the Amir reported that the Turks were going 
to build fort there, within his limits, and he repeated this in July. ‘The place is 
described as being on a hill “near Ash Shafi.” He also talks about the district of * Ash 
Sharaf.” In September Amir Shaif again wrote about this fort, or post, saying that the 

‘urks were determined to construct it, and that the place was in the midst of his 
territory and near his own residence, Ash Sharaf is ain mentioned in a letter to the 
Amir from his son also written in September. He says the Turks went into the district 
and summoned the principal inhabitants. 

Thave been unable to find any “ Ash Sharaf” or “Ash Shafi"” on Wahab’s map, 
‘but General Molyneux understood that “ Kharaba” was the Village 4 miles north-west of 
Jabal Harir marked No. on the map, ‘The Amir’s letters, however, point rather to its 
being the “Al Khureba” on, or near, the main road where it descends from the plateau, 
although it is difficult to imagine what possible right the Turks have to go there, 

10, I think also some attention might be paid to the question of tobacco smuggling, 
In a letter dated the 3rd Al Kada, 1318 (22nd February, 1901), Amir Shaif complained 
that his people had been accused by the ‘Turks of tobacco smuggling. Ie denied that 
there was any truth in the charge; but it seems to me by no means unlikely that tobacco 
is smuggled from the Amir’s territory into the ‘Turkish do ns; the length of 


the frontier and its indeterminate condition would seem to lend themselves to the 
practice, 





No. 21, 


India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received January 18.) 


Sir, India Office, January 17, 1902, 

I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 10th instant, on the subject of a statement by the Turkish Ambassador on the 
it ultimo, respecting alleged disturbances among the tribes in the vicinity of 

n. 

,A similar complaint, which may refer to the same incident, was made to the 
Resident at Aden by the Governor-General of Yemen on the 11th November, 1901, 


{* Husen Heani Pasha refers to the inclosures of a letter, dated the 19th March, 1575. 
continuation of that of the 30th January. Probably both went to the Purte together, 


(1528) 
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end was duly inquired into, with the result stated in the Resident's reply to the 
Goremor-General of the 24th November, 1901. (See inclosure in my eovering letter 
of the 8th instant.) 

Lor! George Hamilton has forwarded your letter to the Government of India 
for report and for any action that may be necessary ; and has at the saine time sent 
copy of his despatch to the Resident at Aden, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





Foreign Office to War Office. 
(Confidential. 
Sin, Foreign Office, January 18, 1902, 

{ TIAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your Jette of the 18th instant, 
Trative to the question of providing means for the defence of the British Legation af 
Tehran in case of attack, : 

Tam directed by his Lordship to inform you that he will transmit a copy to His 
Mojesty’s Minister at Tehran, 

With refereneo to the proposal made in Sir A. Hardingo's despatch No. 49 of the 
fad April, 1001, that Consular guards should be stationed at various places in Porsis, 
including Tohran, I am to transmit to you, for the confidential information of the 
feorotary of State for War, a copy of a further despatch from Sir A. Hardinge oe 
the subject.* 

cqnaeauence of what is stated in that despatch, the project of stationing a 
Guard at Tehran has been deferred for the present, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) . HT. SANDERSON, 





No. 23. 
India Office (0 Foreign Offce.—(Received January 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Faecttey Of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George. Hamlten, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ieclonmnen fo, 


{anes ftom the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the 19th December, respecting Mascot 
affairs, 


India Office, January 18, 1902, 
——$<$<——_ 


Inclosure 1 in No, 23, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Agent, Muscat, 


su the imposition of 
‘ prohibitive import du 
2, Wh 


not particularly desi 
ho special 


+ See Put VI, No. 46, 
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spirituous liquors or imposing a prohibitive duty. The question, therefore, has to be con 
sidered as affecting foreign subjects, So far as British subjects are concerned, I think 
thet, if His Majesty's Government and the Sultan of Muscat are agreed, there can be no 
objection to the immediate introduction of an amendment in the existing ‘Treaty providing 
for an enhanced duty on certain kinds of alcohol, notwithstanding the fact that the Treaty 
hhas still some time fo run, It would, however, be necessary for the Sultan to obtain thy 
consent of the French Government to the introduction of a similar clause in the French 
Commercial Treaty, and this appears to be the chief difficulty in the way of our compliance 
with the Sultan's wishes. It is possible, however, that the French Government may make 
no objection in the matter, a oe 

i. T suggested to the Political Agent that the Sultan's object might be attained in 
another way, namely, by the introduction of certain Regulations forthe sale of liquor after 
importation. "It appeared to me that His Highness might obtain the consent of all foreign 
Consuls in Muscat to the introduction by them of Regulations applicable to the sale of 
Hiquor by their subjects which would curtail the trade and bring it under control, 
Captain Cox, however, appears to think that the insertion of a clause in the ‘Treaty pros 
viding for the imposition of special duty in the case of aleohol, as desired by the Sultan, 
will be preferable. I have the honour, therefore, to inquire if the insertion of some such 
clause in our Commercial Treaty will be possible at the present time, and, if so, whether 
the Sultan should be advised to approach the French Consul in the matter of a similar 
amendment to the French Commercial ‘Treaty. 


ee 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 23. 


Captain Cow (o Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


1 HAVE the honour to re 
regarding t! 
cheap spirit 
ordinacil 
the cheap quality of 
after bein, 


ivals does rowdiness 
rituble fire-water make itself evi it 
in nothing more seri 

tly importuning Saiyid Feysal in this conncetion, 
in his desire to put a check on the port of this 
ighness that, except such arrangements as he can 
fear there is no remedy short of a modification of 
npracticable until the period agreed upon in the Pro« 
at the same time that I would make a 

means of helping him, 
took place between Colonel 
Ross, as uurse of the correspondence 
(between 188; i he new Commercial Treaty 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 23, 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembalt, 


Sir, Viceroy’s Camp, December 6, 1901, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 21st September, 
{01 regarding the desire of the Sultan of Muscat to impose a prohibitive duty upon 
cheap aleoholic spirit when imported into his territories. 

You inquire whether it would be possible at the present. time, while the Commercial 
‘Treaty with the Sultan has still over two yeurs to run, to inant (b insert) a clause in the 
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‘Treaty which would enable His Highness to act as he detires, and, if so, whether 
His Highness should be advised to approach the French Consul with a view to a similar 
amendment ia the French Commercial Treaty with Muscat. : 

Tam to say, in reply, that the imposition by the Sultan of a. prohibitive import duty 
upon any kind of tmerchandize, or the introduction by His Highness of Regulations 
restricting the sale of any merchandize after importation, is precluded by the terms not 
only of the British Treaty of 1801, and the French Treaty of 1844, but also of the 
‘Auierican Treaty of 1833. ‘The Government of India, however, are anxious to assist the 
Sultan in his difficulty, and will place no obstacle whatever in the way of the object which 
His Highness desires,” Tam to request that His Highness may be informed to this effect, 
and may be advised to approach the Consular Representatives of the French and United 
States’ Governments on the subject. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) H. 8. BARNES, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 





No. 24. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 21.) 


‘HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sccrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgo Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a Secret 
etter from the Government of India, dated the 2nd January, and inelosures, respect- 
the Bahrein customs. 


India Office, January 20, 1902. 
Se 


Inclosure in No, 24, 


Government of India to Lord George Hamilton 
(Secret) 
My Lord, Fort William, January 2, 1002. 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with our Secret despatch dated 
the 24th October, 1901, regarding Bahrein affairs, we have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball recently beeame aware that the Sheikl was 
ommplating measures for increasing his eustoms revenues, Colonel Kemball the 
fore visited Babrein and used his best endeavours to induee the Chief to accept a 
qualified British subject as Director of Customs. ‘The attempt was unfortunately a 
failure, and the 8 neo granted a further lease of the customs, for two years 
, 1906, to the present farmers, who are Hindus and British Indian 
subjects. 
2, A copy of each of Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball’s Reports is inclosed.* 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON. 
A. P. PALMER, 
©. M, RIVAS. 
. RALEIGH. 
E, FG, LAW. 
¥. R. ELLES. 
‘A. TD. ARUNDEL. 





No. 25. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, January 21, 1902. 


Hart Perey,—To ask the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether the customs 
liypothecated by the Persian Government to the service of the Russian 5 per 
Cont. Gold Loan of 1900 include those of the Provinces of Luristan, Khuzistan, or 
Kerman. 

SS 
* See Part VIT, Inclosutes ip Nos 215 and 232 
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Answer. 


We understand from the terms of the loan, which have been published in Russia 
and communicated fo the bondholders, that it is secured on the revenues of all the 
Persian customs with the exception of those of Fars and of the ports of the 
Persian Gulf. 





No. 26. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 22.) 


__THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 26th December, respecting Perso- 
Baluch frontier affairs. 


India Office, January 22, 1902, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 26, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


hic.) f Pasni, December 16, 

14th, News from Persia statex Sartip Bamnpur coming with only 
Kindly wireTehran and ask when Persian troops and guns wilartve frontier, “Our troops 
ig 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Yate to Government of India, 


(Tolegraphie. Pasni, December 18, 190 

; Re vin Pasni, 16th December, Letter from Surtip of Bamptr, dated Hip eere 
just received in reply to letter from Showers, states that Sartip has received no orders to 
co-operate with Showers either from Kerman or from Persian Government. Sartip is 
not coming to mest Showers without orders, and no Persian troops or guns have 
yet reached Bampur, wuch less the frontier, as promised in Minister's telegram 
of 18th October. It is necessary that Sartip should mect Showers to discuss recovery of 
plundered property, leaving Persian troops aud guns to follow. ‘This continued delay is 
extremely unsatisfactory, and may cause failure of whole expedition, as cold weather 
is rapidly passing avay. "Kindly wire to Minister, Tehran to go telegraphic orders issued 
by Persian Goverment to Governor of Kermaa through British Constl to direct Sutip of 
Bampur to meet Showers a Sarbaz ob Ist January and co-operate with hin, and to 
ispateh troops and guns quickly to Sarbuz to follow Sartip, 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 26, 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Telegraphic.) Cateutta, De 
1, December 20, 1901, 
“FOUR telegram, 17th October, Yate telegraphs from Ke) on 16th Decomber, 


Sartip Bampur writes that he has received no orders to co-ops i 

i rites that he has -operate with Showers, a ft 

coming to meet im, No Persian troops or guns have yet ronched Baripur. Pleas get 
rompt orders issued. Very desirable Sartip should meet Showers at Sarbaz Ist January. 


is guns might follow him if they have not arrived. 


(1525) 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 26. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic,) Pasni, December 20, 1901. 
KEJ vidi Pasni, 18h, See my letter of Sth November. Nazim is still besieging 
Noduz Fort, which is held by eighty men. Showers’ guns expected 20th, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 26. 
Sir A, Hardinge to Government of India. 
(Toleraphio. 


Tehran, December 2, 1901. 
LI'L! reference to your telegram of yesterday. Governor-General of Kerman and 
Baluchistan left a few days ago after good deal of difficulty, with his provisions and 
transport, for frontier, with the view of meeting our Representative, Persian Foreign Minister 
to-day promised compliance with your request that Sartip should start at once, so as to join 
Showers by Ist January, and drafted telegram accordingly. For some reason or other Persian 
Governnient seem to have wished that Governor-General should go in person, but there 
has been a long squabble about the arms, rations, and money required by him, the latter 
article being just now very scarce. 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 26. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonet Yate. 


(Hetegeaphie) 
YOUR telegram, 18th December. 

Hardinge telegenphs, 21st, from Tehran that Governor-General, Kerman, left few 
days ago with provisions and transport for frontier to. meet Showers. Persian Foreign 
Minister promised that Sartip of Bampur should start at once so as to join Showers hy 
the Ist January, 


Calcutta, December 23, 1901, 


Tnelosure 7 in No. 26. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Selegraphie.) Pasni, December 23, 1901. 
NODIZ Koj vib Pasni, 20th December, Nodiz Fort stormed and captured to-day 
by troops of Lieutenant-Colonel Showers’ escort under command of Major ‘Tighe, 
Mh. Baluchi, after stubborn fight lasting two hours, ‘This fort has been besieged by 
‘Nazim of Makrun for last fifty-three days with 985 men, but was too stroug to be captured 
without artillery, After outer walls had been breached by guns of Murree Mountain 
Battery the fort was stormed by 27th Baluchis under Lieutenant Grant accompanied by 
Bombay Sappers under Lieutenant Corry, and also by Lieutenant-Colonel Showers. ‘The 
enemy were then found to be holding strong loopholed mud buildings inside, and guns had 
ty be brought up to breach these at close range before place could be finally taken, the 
ringleaders resisting to the lst. Some twenty-five Martinis and ten Sniders were 
‘captured and considerable number of cartridges apparently obtained from Muscat, besides 
twelve inuizzle-loading rifles and numerous dezails, Our easua iy 
wounded-—Lieutenant Corry, Royal Engineers, and Lieutenant G. P. Grant, 27th Balu- 
chis; killed—three men, 27th Baluchis; severely wounded—four men, 27th Baluchis, 
one gunner and one sapper. Of the enemy five dead found so far, including Muhammad 
Ali, Nausherwani, the leader, and ten or fifteen others are said to be buried in the dénris, 
Fourteen wounded including two Nausherwani ringleaders, and sixty-three prisoners; of 
these thirty are Persian subjects, residents of Sib and Dizak in Persia, and the remainder are 
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mostly outlaws from Makran who came with Muhammad Ali from Persia, ‘This satis 
factory success breaks up Muhammad Umar’s party, as his principal followers have 
now been killed or captured, and will have an excellent effect along both sides of the 
border. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 26. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Yate. 


(Telegraphic. Cateutta, December 24, 1901. 

‘THE. Viceroy has heard with much satisfaction of the brilliant and successful 
capture of Noduz Fort, and desires to be informed how the wounded officers and men 
are progressing. 


No, 27. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 22.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
respecting the Anglo-Turkish delimitation of tribal territory in the neighbourhood of 
‘Aden, 


India Office, January 22, 1902. 


Anclosure 1 in No. 27. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic. Tanwary V7, 1902. 
FOUR telegram of the 9th December, and Goaley’s letter to the Foreign Ofc, 
4th idem: Aden delimitation. 
Tdo not clearly nnderstand what is the Wahab line which is to be the basis of our 
claims. Do you refer to the limit to which Wahab’s surveys of 1891, 1892, extended, 


in the map of that *, or do you refer to the approximate line shown in 
the tracing, inelosod in, Wahab's note, B 4, of the Srd March. 1892, of which Resident 
sent you a copy direct? ‘Che point is very’ material, for latter line largely gives awa 
our position, and excludes many villages not in ocenpation of Turks from which Kimir 
takes revenue ; see Davies’ report, 15th November, If, on the other hand, limit of 
survey map is meant, Wahab shoul be able to hold out for a good line, and there will 
be a margin for some give and take, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 27, 
Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of India, 


(Telegraphic,) 
YOUR telegram, 17th Janus 
‘The Wahab line to which I have referred is the limit of the survey shown in 
map inelosed in Captain Wahab's Report on survey during 1891-1809, printed 1893, 
Apparently, second edition, Aden Survey in five sheets, of August 1805, slightly varies 
from map in the Report, but I have always referred to the map in that Report, so far as 
it goes, as the basis of our claims, and this was shown to Turkish Ambassador. 


Indiv Office, January 21, 1902, 





* One group vadeeypherable, perhaps 4 
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No. 28. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. 


‘No. 2.) 
(Slogeaphien P; Tehran, January 22, 1902. 
INFORMA'TION has reached me from a very good source that the Persian 
Government have just succeeded in obtainnig the advance of a further sum of 
100,000/, from the Banque des Préts at 10 per cent. pending the conclusion of the 
arrangements for the large loan. ‘The latter is still stopped by the Russian demand 
for the pipe-line Concession to the Persian Gulf and the reluctance of the Shah to 
rant ite 
ES ie tia Elin oa cel oir bee ew omen Toa mn saat 
150,000. to. 200,007. will in all probability be required. With reference to the 
Shah's journey, a hint has reached me that His Majesty is in some uncertainty as to 
whether his visit to England would be welcome. In the event of the invitation for 
the Shah, alluded to in my despatch of the 23rd October, not reaching me by the 
next bag, could I be authorized to reassure His Majesty in some way on that point ? 
T have informed the Indian Government of the foregoing. 





(Received January 22.) 








No. 29. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Six, Foreign Office, January 22, 1902. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the LGth instant, 
relative to a suggestion of the British Agent at Muscat, which is supported by the 
Government of India, that he should advise the Sultan of Muscat to apply to the 
French Consul for a list of Oman dhow-owners claiming the right to fly the French 
flag before the issue of the Sultan’s Bdiet of the 15th June, 1900, 

1 nm dlseoled by, Lord Tanwowne to inform you that the couno suggested 
appears to him to be the correct one, but that, until he is in possession of Captain 
Cox’s observations on the communication made by the French Ambassador on the 
Lath of August last, he is unable to say whether it is opportune to advise it at the 
present juncture, 











Tam, &. 
ined)" T. H, SANDERSON. 








No. 30. 
Foreign Office to Buphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Junuary 22, 1902. 

LANE directed hy the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge with thanks your 
lotter of the 15th instant on the subject of the future working of the road Concession 
held by the Imperial Bank of Persia, I am to express his Lordship’s satisfaction at the 
preliminary Agreement which has been arrived at between your Company and the 
Bank on the subject. 








Tam, & 
(Signed) IL, SANDERSON. 








No. 31. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 24,) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
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forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 26th December, respecting the 
proposed visit of a new British battle-ship to Muscat, 

A copy has been sent to the Admiralty, 


India Office, January 23, 1902. 









Tnelosure in No. 31. 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


Sir, Muscat, December 14, 1901, 

IN amplification of my telegram of the 12th instant, I have the honour to report the 
circumstances of the visit of the Russian cruiser “ Varyag” to Muscat 

She arrived after dark on the evening of the 10th, and in the morning communicated 
with the French Consul, and, through him, sent a message to the Sultan asking for an 
interview. This was accorded in the afternoon, and Captain Behre and his officers were 
accompanied and introduced to His Highness by M, Laronee, in uniform. 

‘The following morning, the 12th, the Sultan paid a return visit to. the  Varyag,” at 
which the French Consul was again present, this time accompanied by his Dragomun, 
Abdul Azi 

‘The Commander of the “ Varyag”? informed the Sultan that he had come from Aden 
for the special purpose of paying him a visit, and was returning to that port at once. 
When the ship lett, however, an hour later, she steamed northwards until out of sight, as 
if proceeding to Jask or up the Gulf. 

As she was at Dunkirk at the time of the Czar's recent. visit to that port, it is 
probable that she is simply en route to China or elsewhere in reliet, and merely ealled here 
on het way, her visit probably being intended to give some moral support to the French 
Consul in the absence of the “ Catinat.”” 

‘The Sultan informed me that nothing jassed during thei 
exchange of the formal expressions of good-will usual on si 
therefore, ascribe any particular si to the ship's visit. But I notice that 
Seyyid Feisal and his retainers seem somewhat impressed by the “ Varyag,” and tho 
former observed to me, when speaking of her yesterday, that while, of course, he knew 
that there were bigger ships among us in Europe, this was the finest vessel he hid seen in 

ie Gulf, 

It is unnecessary to attach any importance to the above remark, as fir as Seyyid 
Feisal hiwseif is concerned; but Government are aware that even questions of the mere 
relative size of ships do carry weight among the members of a semiccivilized community 
such as this, and, following this line of thought, { have the honour to make the sugacstion, 
for such consideration as it may deserve, that one of our newer battle-ships or first-class 
Cruisers, of the more impressive type the better, moving in relief to or from China, 
be asked to show the flag along the Oman coast to Museat during the present coll 
weather, 

‘The deviation need not cause more than a fortnight’s delay to the vessel in her 
Course, and her appearance in these waters would certainly add to our prestige among the 
Sultan's subjects. 

A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Resident in due course. 

__ Thave, &, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, 
Se ee a 


No. 32, 




















it interviews beyond a 
‘oveasions; 1 do not, 



























Question asked in the House of Commons, January 25, 1902, 
REPLYING to Mr. J. O'Kelly, Viscount Cranborne sai 


“(The occupation of a port in the Persiau Gulf by any. Power would be inconsistent 


with the maintenanes of the status guo which, as T Kuve oheahe ae i 
the policy of His Majesty's Government.” pie Seek iain Sn 
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No. 33. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received January 27, 1902.) 


(No. 195.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, December 19, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which I have 
received from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, in which he urges the appoint- 
‘ment of a British Consular Representative for Birjand and Turbat-i-Haidari. 

‘Though these places are a long way apart from one another, I presume that Colonel 
‘Trench’s idea is that-a single officer should act for both, visiting them alternately. 

‘There isa good deal to be said for this proposal as Meshed and Nasratabad are too 
distant, and the officers in charge of our interests at both places too busy to attend to 
the afftits of these intervening centres, Tam, however, as yet too imperfectly acquainted 
with the politics of Khorassan to express a very decided opinion on the real value of the 

se suggested, and whilst inclined to regard it with favour, I do not feel justiied in 
pressing for it as urgent. 

Tf the Russian Cossacks should be withdrawn from Turbat-i-Haidari, its importance 
would considerably diminish, and it might therefore perhaps be sufficient to detail a 
British officer to reside temporarily at that place and oceasionally at Birjand, intimating at 
the sme time to the Persian Government, for the information of that of Russia, that 
appointinent has been rendered necessary by the interference of the Russian guards there 
With our pilgrims and merchants, and would probably lapse on their withdrawal. 

Tam writing in the above sense to the Government of India. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tuelosure in No. 33. 


Consul-General Trench to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No, 41.) 
Sir, Meshed, December 8, 1901. 

WITH reference to remarks made by me in my diary for the period from the 
9th November to the 29th November, I have the honour to draw the attention of your 
Excellency to the unrepresented portions of our line from Quetta to Meshed, viz., Bitjand 
and ‘Torbat-ieHaidari 

‘The Viee-Consul of Sefstan is at the same time Vice-Consul of Birjand, but owing to 
the growing trade from India, and the necessity of holding on to the influence acquired 
there, he is unable to visit Birjand or to exercise as much influence as I should like 
to see. 

‘At Turbat-i-Haidari it is very undesirable that the existing cordon under plea of 
{quarantine should cut in two the line mentioned, 

‘The Afghan western border is commanded by Birjand and Turbat-i-Haidari, and it 
would seem prudent to watch and even counteract Russian designs of pressing a thin wedge 
along that region in the direction of Seistan, 

Captain Yass" power of gaining intelligence by means of quarantine outposts is a 
clever method of studying a county for military ends, and might well be copied by us 
under some guise, 

In addition to these reasons, there is the commercial necessity of planting Consuls or 
Agents ut these places. 

‘The view of all merchants who have come here from India, is that Meshed is the 
market to be fought for, and that there is every chance of success; that Seistan, whatever 
be its political importance from its geographical position, is not capable of accommodating 
any but a very small number of traders, Birjand and ‘Turbat-i-Haidari are better, but 
Meshied is the best place, notwithstanding the proximity of Russia, 

Frequent questions relating to customs duties arise at Birjand and ‘Turbat-i-Haidari, 
and a British Representative could do much to further trade and help merchants. 

‘The recent aflair at Turbat«i-Haidati with the Afghans would point to the necessity of 
some British Representative who should havea knowledge of Pushtu, being within reach of 
the border, to whom the men might go. 
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‘Should these reasons appear to your Excellency to make the question of appointing 
Representatives in that portion of ovr line desirable, I would ask that the Government of 
India may be addressed on the subject. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) BE. C, TRENCH, 





No, 34, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 21, 1902.) 


{No. 197. Confidential.) 
My Loni, Tehran, December 24, 1901. 

MY telegram No. 85 of the 21st instant will have informed your Lordship of the 
new conditions which the Russian Government has now put forward as the price of its 
financial assistance to Persia, 

On my observing to the Grand Vizier, at an interview which T had with him on 
the 19th instant, and in the course of which he informed me of this demand, that I 
should object to it, apart from mere general political considerations, on the ground 
that it conflicted with Mr. d’Arcy’s Concession, a copy of which was inclosed in my 
despatch No. 316, Commercial, of the 30th May, His Highness said that the 
Russians contended that this Concession applied to. oil originating in Persia 
(exclusive of the northern provinces), and not to Russian oil carried across it 
in transit. 

Your Lordship will, however, observe that whilst Article 2 of the Concession 
states, ‘le privildge comprendra le droit exclusif d'installer les ‘pipelines nécessaires 
des gisements ot il serait trouvé l'un ou plusieurs des dits produits jusqu’au Golfe 
Persique,” Article 6 goes on to provide that “nonobstant ce qui est contenu ci-dessus 
le privilége acoordé par les présentes ne s'étendra pas aux provinces d’Azerbaijan, 
Ghilan, Astrabad, et Khorasan, mais & la condition explicite que le Gouvernement 
Tmpérinl Persan n’accordera 4 aucune autre personne Je droit: de construire un.‘ pipe- 
ine? aux flenves du sud ow & la eéte méridionnle de In Perse.” I have directed 
Abbas Kuli Khan to take copies of these two Articles to the Atabeg-i-Azim, 
in support of my contention that our Concession prohibits that demanded by 
M. de Witte. 

‘The whole scheme, as described to me by the Persian Ministers, is so far-fotched 
as to arouse their suspicion, he construction of a pipeline from Baku to Bushire 
across the huge mountain ranges of Persia, necessitating, as it would, pumping stat 
and reservoirs on a large scale, and their protection by armed guards, would cost, if 
Mr. Marriot’s estimate of half a million for his pipes (which are to run for a third of 
the distance down hill to the Karun), is correct, very nearly 2,000,000/, It is difficult 
to see what great advantages a Commercial Company wouli derive from incurting this 
outlay, when petroleum ean be sent from Batoum to the Persian Gulf by subsidized 
Russian steamers carrying indeed little else. It is natural, thorofore, that the Atabey 

zam and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh should regard the proposal as a mere pretext. for 
sending surveyors and Cossacks, and establishing Russian stations and political agencies 
all over Soutli-Western Persia, 

T have pointed out to the Atabeg that the Persian Government, having just 
Vegun to develop its own petroleum industry in Kermanshah and Arabistan, could 
naturally object to a scheme for facilitating Russian competition with Persian oil in 
Persian markets, and both he and the Mushit-ed-Dowleh assure me that the Shab will 
never grant this demand. 

‘The latter stated to me in the strictest confidence that he hoped the negotiations 
for the Russian loan would break down, as he was personally opposed to the grant of 
the Azerbaijan road and thought it was. pity Thad advised the Grand Vizier and 
Shah to yield with regard to it. Even if the Shah’s journey fell through for want of 
money, this would be in his Excelleney’s opinion less regrettable than an increaso of 
Russia’s hold on the finances of Persia. 


‘The Grand Vizier told my Austrian colleague a day or two ago that whether the 
Joan was concluded or not the Shah would go to Europe, travelling incognito, except 
in England, Germany, and Italy, and that he hoped the actual expenses of the tour 
itself might thus be reduced, by careful management, to 50,000L, His Majesty would 
travel from Resht along the coast of the Caspian to Baku, and not by Tabrees, the latter 
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route being much more expensive, owing to His Majesty's prediliction for the Azerbai- 
Janis, among whom he lived so many years as Valiahd and on whom he was always 
ready to lavish presents. 

It would appear, therefore, that failing a loan between now and April, His 
Majesty will draw, as originally proposed, on the Andaran Fund, and endeavour, 
whilst in Europe, to obtain from M. de Witte the money necessary to replenish that 
fund, without making fresh political concessions. ‘This plan would be quite con- 
sistent with the policy of living from hand to mouth and trusting that “something 
will turn up,” which finds favour with the Atabeg-i-Azam. His Highness seemed, howe 
Gp Bop in i lot oy hima few days ago, that M. de Witte would eventually 
mo his demands in, deference to the represei i i vas it ing 
meaty Bie cetas ne ae presentations which he was instructing the 

In the meantime there is a talk of a general move after Ramazan. among all the 
provincial Governors, as a means of raising funds from new candidates desirous of 
purchasing provinees, or present holders bent on retaining them, A sum of 100,001, 
might, T imagine, be raised without much effort by this expedient. pi 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDING 





No. 35. 


Sir 4, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received Jonuary 27, 1902.) 


No, 198) 
'y Lord, Tehran, 3 
T HAVE the houour to transmit herewith a copy of @ Neon veh bie ‘lsesty's 
Consul-General at Meshed has addressed to the Government of India on the subject of a 
proposal of the Governor of Herat to reopen the question of a fusther delimitation of 
the Perso-Afghan frontier in Seistan, together with a copy of one which I have sent 
him giving my reasons for thinking it inadvisable to discuss the matter at present 

the Persian Government, unless the latter should initiate such discussion, 

_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 35, 


Consul-General Trench to Government of India, 
Sir, Meshed, December 18, 19 
- Meshed, ember 13, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to draw the attention of the Goverument of India to the 
reworks made by mn in any dagy forthe week ended the 13th December, regarding the 
action of the Naibeulsiukumat in opening the question of the disputed boundary betwee 
Seistan and Afishanista ee Cee Renee 
A full ecount of this boundary dispute will be found in my diaries from Sei 
from petiod the 14th to 25th May, 1900; and No. 25, for period the Ist to 154 
The Governor of Herat in addressing the Governor-General of Khorassan, is representing 
the case to an official who he knows cannot, without reference to Teliran, take any 
serious action, ? 
Although the Governor-General of Khorassan has, as T have re 
é . 4 sported, deprecated a1 
action, there can be uo certainty that the Persian Government, for eis quite other then 
the pacification of « sinall portion of their boundary, may not press that a settlement may 
be come to, 
___ Being aware that any action such as the appointment of u Boundary Com: 
in Scistan is not in accordance with the views of the Goverament of India, I have edviced 
the Governor-General of Khorassan to show no anxiety for settlement, and shall endeavour 
to reat the deste ou the part of the Governor of Herat. 
have though thought fit to warn you of the probable forthcoming action o 
part of the Persian Goverment. ‘ i Dee 
___ Lhave, &, 
(Signed) FE, ©, TRENCH, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 35. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Trench. 


one Tehran, December 30, 1901, 

” WITH reference to the attempts of the Governor of Herat to reopen the question of 
the Seistan-Afghanistan frontier, referred to in your diary for the week ended the 13th 
Decomber, and in your letter to the Government of India of the same date, I think it 
best to say nothing on the subject for the present to the Persian Government, as their 
suspicion inight perhaps be aroused by the identity of my advice with that given by the 
Nairet-Dowleh. Should the Grand Vizier or Mushir-ed-Dowleh mention the matter to 
me, or should they send insteuctions in comformity with the request of the Naib-ul- 
Hukumat to Meshed, I shall probably have little difficulty in persuading: them to suspend 
any detinite action for the present. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


SS Se 


No. 36, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received January 27, 1902.) 


(No. 199.) 
‘My Loni, Tehran, December 81, 1901, 

” T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to previous correspondence, 
copies or cypher telegrams which lave passed between His Majesty's Acting Resident at 
Bushire and myself respecting the intended visit of His Royal Highness the Salar-ed- 
Dowleh to Arabistan, and the possibility of its being attended by disturbances among the 
Arab tribes of that province. 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 108.) 
(Telegraphie.) Bushire, December 24, 1901. 

SHEIKH of Mohammerah professes great anxiety regarding Prince Governor's visit 
to his country. 

Prince was expected to arrive Disful 24th December, and Sheikh says if he 
comes into Arab districts there is sure to be trouble, as country is, owing to recent 
scarcity, much disturbed, He says his own position is very dificult; owing to young 
Prinea charsoter, trouble is almost certain, and he ib in doubt whether to throw in his 
Tot with Arabs or Persians. If the former, he will be considered a rebel by the Persians ; 
and if the latter, he will alienate the Arabs and lose all influence with them. 

He wishes to know our advice, He says he has remitted all revenue up to March, 
and is quite ready to send the Prince « much larger ‘ pisbkash ” than usual, 

Tt seems to me that this is matter in which we cannot give Sheikh any advice; but 
‘ou might be able to warn Grand Vizier of danger to be expected if Prince advances 
further south than Shuster, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 36. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball, 
December 81, 1901, 


( 83.) 
ialegrephic) 
‘OUR telegram No. 108, 
1 spoke to Forcign Minister yesterday, who suid be had reosived reassuring news 
al ti 


from Mohammerah that Sheikh had paid all that was asked of him, that Prince had orders 
to deal with him in friendly spirit, and that Custom-house question would not be imme- 
diately pressed. 


{iss} 7 
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My advice to Sheikh is to remain loyal to Persian Government, to use his influence 
to keep the Arabs quiet, and to send to Prince at Shuster the Agent and present which 


failed to reach him at Burugird, informing His Royal Highness at same time of the 


dangerous feeling among the Arabs, and advising postponement of his advance further 


south till distress and discontent caused by recent searcity is relieved. He should, in fact, 
maintain a correct and prudent attitude, and gain as much time as he can, I hope still 
to see him in March, 












— 
No. 37. 
















Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 27.) 


(Ne. 8) 
ly Lord, 


Tehran, , 1902, 
TASKED the Atabo rehvan, January 7, 1902, 


-Azam, at an interview which he gave me to-day, what 
qinareat the Mushir-wl-Mulk had made at St. Petersburgh in the Tariff and taee nego- 
ions. 


His Highness said that the new Tariff was still unsigned, and that the conclusion 
of the Jonn was blocked by the Russian demand, reported in my despateh Mee noe 
of the 24th ultimo, for a naphtha pipe-line across Persia, In reply to his representa 
tions as to the conflict of this proposed Concession with that already granted. to 
Mr. d'Arcy, the Russian Minister had stated that M. de Witte had taken legal advice 
Upon tho question, and had been assured by his lawyers that Article G of the q'Arey 
Concession, on which I had laid stress, did not ‘prohibit the construction of 


Russian pipe-line to the Persian Gulf for the conveyance in transit of petroleum: 


originating outside Persia, His Highness suggested that Mr. d'Arey should, on his 


side, obtain a legal opinion, and I said I would communicate this su, tion to 
Which. T propose doing without loss of timo through his Agent here, Aix, Pau 
bi 
‘The Grand Vizier spoke with extreme bitterness of the treatment of the Pers 
Ki x he Pe 
Government by M. de Witte, He was weary, he said, of the difficulties, obstacles, 
and fresh demands which that Minister was continually putting forward, and he had 
told my Russian colleague, who, he believed, had no sympathy with these methods, 
that Persia might, be foreed to recur to means other than a Russian loan for over. 
coming her financial embarrassments. On my inquiring what scheme he had in view 
he talked rather vaguely of a sale or lease of the Caspian fisheries to a Russia 
Lompany, and of other possible Concessions to other foreignors in other parts of 
T pointed out that Mx. d’Arey's Concession might prove in this connecti 
oi y necti 
great utility to the Persian Government as if he found it to, his interest teehee, 
money to them, reimbursing himself out of the annual royalties due to him, ho sould 
do 0, once his Syndicate was formed, without running counter to the Russian ‘Loan 


Contract. M, Kitabji, indeed, toll Mr. d 
Fea es oG abl, indeed, tolls mo that. Mx d'Arcy was actually prepared to 























en by the Shah to an important British eapitalist 
ite. 





Tepudiato itor throw the blame for any consequent 
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should perform it incognito, thus immensely red 






raise in Russia. I did not think it ad 











are desirous of prev. 


political reasons. 
M. Naus, 










(Signed) 








On my asking whether the delay in the completion of the loan would affect the 
Shah’s journey, the Grand Vizier replied that it had been decided that His Majesty 
ing its cost, and that in this event it 

would be possible for him to start without waiting for the money which he hoped to 
isable to ask whether this would involve the 

‘omission of the visit to London, which it seems to be thought here that the Russians 
iting, as there is no reason why His Majesty should not dvop his 

incognito at Calais, or wherever else lie embarks for England, and tesuine it on his 
return to the Continent, An impression, however, undoubtedly exists here in the best 
informed quarters that the proposed official visits both to England and to Berlin may 
probably be abandoned, nominally on the ground of expense, but in reality for 


ith whom T had some conversation this morning on the loan question, 
seemed to think that the insistence of M. de Witte on the Baku-Bushire pipe-ling, 
which he personally regarded as a fantastic and impracticable project, was largely due 
to resentment at the Persian Government having granted an oil monopoly in the 
southern provinces to an English capitalist and to a detormination to obtain equal 
Fights, if only as a matter of principle, for Russian merchants, 

ve, Se, 


ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 











No. 38. 
















(No. 4. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 








country, 









Coronation would be agreeable to 






Vizier appears to have made on him. 










powers at Tehran, 







to depart from the prudent at 







(Signed) 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received January 27.) 





Tehran, January 7, 1902. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which T have 
received from His Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan, recording a recent, conver- 
sation between himself and the Zil-es-Sultan respecting the political situation in this 
is Royal Highness’ disatistuction with this Legation appears to be in great 
part due to no steps haying been taken either by your Lordship or myself to intimato 
to the Persian Government that his appointment as Special Enyoy for the King’s 

Majesty's Government, and in part to a feolin 
that we do not support him in resisting the demands for money which the Gran 


T have several times explained to him through Mr, Swift that I could not, withe 
out authority from your Lordship, intimate here that his selection as Special Envo} 
for the Coronation would be weleome in London, and that even were 1 to do so, it is 
by no means certain that a hint of this nature would be of any advantage to hin, in 
View of the distrust with which he is unfortunately regarded 


y the present ruling 


T hear that he is in close and constant intercourse with the fanatical Chiefs of tho 
Moslem clergy at Ispahan, and this, combined with his suggestions to Mr. Preece that 
we should organize an agitation against the Russian loan, similar to that which 
wrecked the Régie, and the strong Ianguage to the same effect in which he 
openly to indulge among his friends, would seem to indicate a 








sposition on his part 


juile which he has preserved ever since the accession 


of the present Shah. I doubt, however, whether, under present circumstances, his 
Aiscontent will lead to more than angry talk, and I hope to re-establish our old 
cordial relations when I see him at Ispahan in the spring. 
Thave, &e, 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 






said 
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Inclosure in No. 38. 


Consul-General Preece to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(No. 57. Confidential.) 

Sir, Ispahan, December 81, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report that in the interviow Thad vith the Zil-e-Sullan 

on Saturday last, His Royal Highness seemed to be much depressed, and spoke 

generally in a sort of complaining way, as if he hnd some grievance against the 
tion, 

Pasi th aoa onto tn jie ogee ara iencte entirely 
in our handsif we wanted to upset it, Tt was only necessary to spend a few thousands, 
placing the matter in the hands of a confidential man, who would fee the Mollahs 
and work the people up to oppose the matter in the same way as was done by the 
Russians with the Régio. ‘This would eause a complete reversal of the present policy, 
‘and turn it in our favour, 

‘He apparently anticipates measures being taken by the Atabeg-i-Azam against 
imo probably instigated by tho Ruselans, who woro, he said, his persistent entnics 
He informed me that if anything of that sort was done, he would at once send over all 
iis valuublos to to Consifata/and throw himself on ove protection. 

Elsewhere discussing our policy towards him, he said, It is a disgusting policy ; 
no one ean ever put any reliance on them (the English), I have often heen smothered 
in their smoke, but never warmed by their fire.” 

Thave, &0. 


(Signed) J. R. PREECE, 


No. 89, 


[Ni] 





No. 40, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recewed January 27.) 


No. 7. 
Sy i, Tehran, January 8, 1902. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of the Grand Vizier's 
reply to my note of the 20th November, embodying our offer of financial assistance to 
Persia, which reached me a few hours after the interview with His Highness, reported 
in my despatch No. 3 of yesterday's date. 

‘Tt would appear that His Highnoss decided to wait no longer for the answer from 
tho Mushir-ul-Mulk, to which he referred in that interview. 

‘he note was accompanied by another dealing with our demands respecting the 
‘Tariff, Seistan, Ko, Its general sense was the same as that of the verbal auswer, which 
T reported His Highness to have given in my despatch No. 184 of the 20th November, 
Dut the passage about Seistan, though its original text had been amended in accor: 
dance with my suggestions, omitted, I believe quite unintentionally, an expression 
which I deemed important, and for the insertion of which Tam therefore returning it. 

‘A translation of it in the final form, which I hope to obtain, with copies of my 
replies to both notes, will be sent to your Lordship as soon as possible, 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
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No. 39 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 27.) 


(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Tehvan, January 8, 1902, 
TILAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary by Major 
Napier of events in Persia and the adjacent territories. 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in N 


Monthly Summary of Events not already reported in Despatches from December 12, 1901, 
to January 8, 1902, 


Tehran, 


‘This has given rise to rumours that his Highness! position is again in peril owing 
to the failure up to the present of his attempts to raise a loan, and that he does not 
inh even for a day. 

His Imperial Majest isfied with the working of the Mint under 
els and fo contemplate the reappointment of the Hakim-ul-Mulk as Minister, 
tter has sounded Mr. Maclean as to his willingness in this caso to resumo the 
of Master of the 

A young son of His Royal Highness, the Naib-es-Sultanch, is to be appointed 

Governor-General of Ghilan after Ramazan. ‘The Dowlch has offered a lane 
sum for the Governor-Generalship of Khorasan, 


Tspahan. 


urope On 


espondent of Stockholm Daily 
s ci ” visited Ispahan, and is on his way to Bombay, whenee 
he hopes to visit Afghanistan and ‘Trans-Caspia. 
‘here has been continued and heavy rain in Arabistan and Chehar Mahal, but no 
‘snow exept on the upper lieights, 
‘The Bakhtiari Chiefs, who were to have left for Tehran, have not yet started. 
Caravans are still coming in from Ahwaz, 
‘There has been no further rain at Ispahan, but prices remain the same, 


Shiraz, 


,__ The Prince Governor has sent 150 horsemen under the Sitwat-ud-Dowleh to the 
Sora of Dashtistan for the arrest and punishment of miscreants of the ‘Tangistan 
district. 

Tater reports from Bushire affirm that the Governor of Fars has received orders 
from his Government to remove the present Chiefs of Tangistan and that the Jela 
Malk, former Governor of Tangistan, will he sent there to restore order, 


In spite of assurances from the Governor, the Kawam-ul-Mulk is afraid to retiirn 
to Shiraz, 





108 


Phe Prince is said to have collected 20,000 kliarwars of grain ata cost of 7 tomans 
per kharwar, and is now selling it at the rate of 14 fomans per kharw 

A severe shock of earthquake was felt early in December, but no damaze was 
done. 

Rain fell for twenty-four hours. 


Asterabad. 


‘he Governor has collected about 2,000 irregular troops in eamp near the town. 
Sadulla Khan Ukhani, with 250 horsemen, and the Mofakher-wl-Mulk, with 140 men, 
joined the camp early in Decembe 

Five hundred families of the Jaferbai Turkomans, becoming alarmed, took refuge 
with Haji Mahomed Kaan and the trike was promised amnesty by the Governor, 
provided they pay their taxes. 

‘the inbabitants of the village of Yasaki have raided 800 sheep from Russian 
subjects, ‘Their Consul is demanding compensation, 


Kermanshah, 


‘The Imperial Bank has decided to open a bank at Kermanshah, Mx, If. Rabino 
is to act as Manager. 


Kerman. 


‘The Ala-ul-Mulk. Governor-General of Kerman and Bal » left Kerman on 
the 18th December for the Indian frontier, with a view to meeti plain Showers, 
Political Agent at Kelat, and discussing the pacification of the border districts, 
Orders have been sent to the Sitwat-ul-Memalik, Governor of Bampur, to co-operate 
with Captain Showe 

‘Phere is no news of any interest from Tabriz. 


Bushire, 


appointed ‘Turkish Vice-Consul, Effendi Fath Ullah, arrived on the 
10th November, 

‘Phe Russian ship “ Korniloft™ returned from Busteh on the 17th November and 
left on the 21st Novembor with a large quantity of tobacco for Beyrout. 

Abdul Hameid Khan, of the Imperial Customs, received from the Persian Govern- 
ment a robe of honour and the title of Mateen-cs-Sultanch, 

Pho Russian ship Sigrid” xetur mn Busteh on the 28th November. 


Mohammerahs 


Another piracy near the outer oy was committed on a Persian boat from 
Dilem. 

Mx, Reynolds, Engineor, and M. Polacco, of the Petroleum Concession, arrived 
from Bagdid vid Busrech on the 17th November, and left for Nast 
petroleum springs near Ram Formuz, 

‘Nhe Governor of Bushire, Mujir-es-Sultanch, passed Khanekin en coute to Bagdad 
on the 10th November 

Good rains fell between Braichia and Mohammerah early in Decemb 

‘Nhe bazar is well supplied with. Sha b rice, but the riee erop at Hawiza. 

failed, and, consequently, the Beni traf have not paid their taxes. 

At Felahich the Muez-cs-Sultaneh has had the dams and embankments renewed, 
anid wheat is be 3 


Meshed. 


‘The Governor has recently licen spending money on mia ood suad between 

Meshed and Sharifabad, a distance of about 20 miles, which eoustituies the most 
ifieult section both of the road from Mesled to ‘Tehran, and from Meshed to 
stan, 


Thanks to te improvements new mace, wheeled traffic ean now pass with ease. 


400 


A branch of the Russian Banque des Préts is being opened in M 
M. Sabanski, a Russian, and M. van der Klan, a Dutchmai 

‘The Belgian Customs Department has recently established thirteen Customs posts 
along the Perso-Afghan border, well within Persian limits. 


Seistan. 


Messrs. Clementson and Marsh arrived on the Sil November, ‘They are 
ing a second caravan from India, and speak highly of the route and the arrange- 
for them, 

irthday was observed by Major Benn and the British subjects as a 
‘The place was decorated with flags, and con: s were 
i, Hashmat-ul-Mulk, M. Molitor, Cuistoms of ther people of 
In the afternoon hana and a phonog tainment: were 

given, and in the evening there was a display of fireworks, 

A Quettah horse-dealer arrived on the 10th Noyeraber with sixty-three horses, and 
started hack on the 14t November. 

Allayar Khan has arrived hiere from Birjaud in obedience to a summons from the 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk. 

Tt is expected he will take over the Government of Seistan when the latter and the 
Sartip go to Birjaud, though the nominal Governor will he Sarhang Mahomed Reza, 
Ghi continues to be exported to Quettah, in spite of the Amir's prohibition, 

It is reported that a Sarhang with thirty sowars from Tehran, accompanied by a 
mining expert, arrived at Miabad, on the Palang Kul road, en route to Koraku, west 
of tlie KulieieMalik Siah, to explore certain sapphire and turquoise saines said to exist 
the 


Herat. 


Copies of the Ameer's Proclamation to Afghan refugees Co return have been sent 
to Meshed, and the Afy ant is instructed to give them necessary assitrances 
and persuade 
‘he Shuia-ul-Mulk is st tisfied with his treatment at Herat, 
‘The Deputy Governor is sending his son, Abdi Kevin Klin, to Cabul by the 
's orders with 300 cavalry. He has been ondered to xaise two squuulzos in 


Central Asia. 


It is rumomved that the 2 ment his issued Notices in Merv and else 
where in Central Asia that Russian subjects moy nov trade with Afghanista 
travel in that country without Ii 


‘The cloth and skin trades w Fecommended as profitable, and it was 


u's Fequest, several Lussian. shops were to be 
med. 
pveimber, Afty-three waguon-loads of railway 


About uv kT » funilies from Panjdeh have takon refuge in 


Mfetin whom was killed, 


Herat, has promised them protection, 
thing quict in the way of xailway schemes, moves 
Kushis railway, which he attribites to the winter 


beueHtukiunat, G 
Colonel ‘Trench reports 
mints of troops, and work on th 


newspapers show that 
‘Vouns-Caspian Railway, ts Governme 
150,000 steepers at Askabad, for t 
atone the line, and for a fort and 
completed by October 190: 

It is reported from Morat that the Russiunis liave alee 
between the Kushk Post and Chihil Dukli 
former summary. 

‘The recent arrival of 200 troops 
Afghan frontier outpost there, 


activity may be expe 

is calling for contra livery of 
onstruction of a linge umber of engine:houses 
her works on the Kush} most of the 


Kush post is likewise reported from the 


(Signed) H. D, NAPIER, Major, 


‘Tehran, January 8, 1902, Military ‘Aacke. 
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No, 40°. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 28.) 


(No. 3.) 
(eli 





phic.) P, Tehran, January 28, 1902. 
IN reply to the inquiries addressed to me in your telegram of the 26th instant, 
the Shah is’ personal! s of visiti 

political value in the visit is 

time it is probable that H 
ment would he considered 

















Tt would, how 
on enemies here 

Should the Shah, in the teeth of onr representations, be forced to grant to Russin 
the Persian Gulf pipe-line, we might seize on that as an excuse, and decline his visit 
to England, But, even in that case, we should lose more than we should gain through 
the inereased estrangement which would result from it. 

Under all circumstances, the best line to follow would be to 
Aclinite notification of the programme proposed for his journey reaches us. In the 
meantime, and pending the arrival of a despatch [ am addressing to your Lordship, 
T would beg that His Majesty’s Government should take into consideration ihe 
possibility of the Shah being received in London fora fow days between the date of 
the departure of the Coronation guests and the termination ef the season, Even it 
not as brilliant as might he desired, a visit of short duration would do us less harm 
from a politiea! point of view than a proposal that His Majesty's visit should 
postponed. 

















until a more 
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Tnelosure in No, 40. 





















The Atabeg-i-Azam to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Translation.) December 8, 1901. 

I HAVE received and submitted to my august Sovereign your Excellency’s 
note of the 20th November. His Majesty graciously read it and ordered me to inform 
you that he is most grateful to the British Government for this kind offer, but 
owing to the loan contract of 1900 with the Russian Bank, according to which the 
Persian Government is precluded from raising a foreign loan for ten years without 
the consent of Russia, which consent the Russian Government on being approached 
declined to give, it is not possible for the Persian Government to accept it, and 
there is no doubt that the British Government will not admit any difficulty prejudicial 
to the friendly intercourse between the two countries, Persia and Russia, to arise on 
this account, 

If this obstacle did not exist the Persian Government would be glad to avail 
itself of this offer. Ina similar way, before the loan of 1900, it was anxious to 
make the loan with the English Bank, but owing to certain conditions, which the 
Persian Government could not accept, it fell through. His Imperial Majesty is, 
howover, most pleased with and grateful for the friendly sentiments of your Govern: 
ment and he hopes that the friendship existing between the two countries may be 
strengthened and continued, 


No. 41. 










India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 30.) 


‘THB Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of inclosures 
in a lettor from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 9th January, relating to the 
visit to the Persian Gulf of the * Korniloff.”” 


India Office, January 29, 1902. 
—————— 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 41. 















Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, December 22, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of 
India, a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to His Britannic Majesty's 
Minister at ‘lehran, in connection with the recent arrival in the Persian Gulf of the 
Russian merchant ship “ Korniloff, 


ee 
Inclosure 2 in No, 41. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Bushire, December 22, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to submit copy of a Memorandum prepared by Mx. Viee- 
Consul Sequeira, regarding the recent visit of the Russian merchant steamer Kore 
niloff” to the Persian Gulf, 

Tt would appear that the “ Komniloff” during this voyage succeeded in obtaining 
& good amount of cargo for the return journey to Europe. ‘The length of time, 
however, that she wasted in Bushire and elsewhere, apparently doing nothing, 
should, I imagine, preclude her present venture from being a temunerative one, 
hotwithstanding the large subsidy given to the Company owning the ship by the 
Russian Government, 


————— 





[152s] M 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 41. 


Memorandum by Vice-Consul Sequeira, regarding the arrival in the Persian Gulf in 
October 1901 of the Russian merchant steamer “ Korniloff;” dated December 18, 
1901, 


‘THIS vessel arrived at Lingah from Odessa on the 9th October, 1901, having 
called at Bunder Abbas, where she landed 5,000 eases of kerosene oil. 

While off Lingah, the local French Consular Agent, the Mudir of the Customs, 
and Mr. Brown, Agent of the German firm, whose Manager is M. Vonkhaus, visited 
the vessel. Sho landed at Lingah only three bales of cotton goods for a Persian. 
‘The Russian Vieo-Consul for Bussorah, who was on board, requested the Mudir of 
the Lingah Custom-house to furnish him with a statement showing the total value 
of carpets, shells, soft and loaf sugar and pearls, imported into that port annually. 
But tho Mudir referred the Russian Vice-Consul to the Director-General of Persian 
Gulf Customs for the required statistics, 

‘The “Korniloff” left Lingah on the 10th October, and arrived at Bushire 
on the following day. She landed 12,000 cases of kerosene oil and 100 cases of 
glass-ware. 

‘Nwo Russians, besides the Russian VieConsul for Bussorah [ ? J, were pas- 
sengers on board the“ Korniloff,” ‘The Russian Vieo-Consul left for Bussorah by the 
mail steamer “ Simla.” 

‘The * Korniloff” left Bushire on the 20th October, and arrived at Mohammerah 
and anchored off Failia, ‘The two Russians landed at Mahommerah to proceed to 
‘Tehran vit Ahwaz, 

he  Komiloff thence proceeded to Bussorah, whence she returned here on tho 
Vith November. Tt is reported that she did not succeed in gotting any cargo worth 
mentioning at Bussorah, 

She loft this port on the 21st idem, having taken the following cargo :— 


4,600 bags of tobacco for Beyrut pines by Messrs. Hota. 


G0 cases of gum tragacanth for Lond 
and others. 

17 bales of cotton for Odessa shipped by M. Zeytoon’s clients. 

2 cases of opium for Alexandria shipped by Messrs, Malcolm, 


jon and Odessa shipped by Messrs, Hotz 


M. Moesmann, Manager of Messrs. Hotz, and the Russian doctor, left Bushire 
for Lingah on hoard the “Kornilolf,” which arrived at that port on the 23rd 
November, At Lingah she took about 8,500 bags of tobacco shipped by Messrs. 
Hots for Jeddah ; also twenty bales of carpets, some gum, and thirty-two pilgrims for 
Feddah. After two days’ stay at Lingah the “Korniloff” proceeded to Bunder 
Abbas with tho Russian doctor and M, Moesmann on hoard, where 200 bales of 
Kupperah and eight bales of carpets wore shipped by two Persians, She then pro- 
cuted to Juddalt and Europe, 





No. 42. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 330.) 


DHE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 2nd January, relative to 
‘Nurkish encroachment in Arabia, 


India Office, January 29, 1902, 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 42, 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


Sir, Bombay Castle, December 21, 1901. 
IN contiuation of my Confidential letter, dated the 12th December, 1901, I am 

directed to transmit herewith, for the information of the Government of India, a copy 
of an indorsement from the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 7th December, 1901, 
forwarding translation of a letter (without date) from Obed Mahomed Moakker to 
Major Davies, relative to the suspicions of the inhabitants of several villages in the 
Tebal Jehaf district of Turkish encroachment, 

T have, &e, 

(Signed) J. L, JENKINS, 
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 42, 
Obed Mahomed Moakiter to Major Davies. 


(ranslation.) { Undated. 
‘DHESE particulars aro sent to the daring lion Davies. 
We inform you about Jebal Jehat for which mention is mado by the Arabs and 
the Turks, It isin the Government map. ‘The said hill is extensive and has many 
villages, as shown below :— 


‘Name of Village. Name of Vilage, Name of Village. 





Aifoe E Adth Debi 
‘Ash Sheema ‘Adth Dio 
Al Ole! ‘Ash Shor 
‘Adan Al Hakal 
Al faite ‘Aatt Dthet 
‘ {| AL Laka 
2] As Shaded 
Al Kordee <, 
Biral Mayen. 
Jeraz 
‘Al Jubail 
‘An Nohaby 
‘As Soloka 
AU Bhareba i) Adh Dhira 3) 
AlMadad | +.) AU 1 41) Three sitlages Sabra, 
Baiwat 121] AL Adcenah $71] Six villages of Beni Saced, 





‘hese villages are all on Jebal Jehat and on it there are 240 wells, and Turks 
should not take thom, while they are within the jurisdiction of Government, and in 
the map. We are cultivating them for sixteen years successively, ‘There are harvests 
gery autumn and wintet. Famine and high prices ware never Imown excapt onc, 
in the year 1317,* for a month, but it was followed with plenty and the people aro 
living in prosperity. 

‘They (the Turks) did not enter Jehaf except secretly at night with evil design 
for fear of Government troops overthrowing them, just as was done at Ad Daroja. 
Now you should be vigilant on your limits against any one entering them. We are 
afraid of any harm that may befall us and the people of the country are all looking to 
‘You and you should not discourage those who look to you, 

(Signed) OBED MAHOMED MOAKKER, 


. They (the Turks) have removed from Aifer to villages As Sarecmm and Ash 
Shima, and the other villages are being taken by the Arabs by order of the Kai- 


* 1899 2.0, 














(Confidential.) Aden Residency, December 7, 1901. 


Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary to the Government, Political 
Department, Bombay, in continuation of this Office letter, dated the Ist December, 
1901. 


(Signed) P, J. MAITLAND, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 















No, 43, 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 30.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 28th January, relating to the use of the French flag by 
Suri dhows. 


India Office, January 29, 1902. 





Inclosure in No, 43. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphte,) 
YOURS 8th January : Suri dhows. 
Cox" suggestion is correct in principle, but His Majesty's Government prefer to 
await report called for in my Seeret despatch of the Gth September last, before 
authorizing him to advise tho Sultan to act upon it. 


India Office, January 28, 1902. 








No, 44. 
Sir B, Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received January 30.) 


(No. 8.) 
(Pelegraphic.) 2. Paris, January 30, 1902, 

IN conneetion with Sir A. Tardinge’s te relative fo the Shah's 
visit to Europe, T would state that the Persian M as repeatedly mentioned 
to me during the Inst six months that, as His imperial Majesty has quite decided to 
return fora cure at the waters of Contrexeville next summer, he is looking forward 
with confidence to paying his visit to England. 

Krom what L heard from his Ministers in August 1900, I fancy that a second 
putting off of his visit would be a severe shock to his sensitiveness. 

‘The Persian Minister always says tkat the Shah’s health absolutely requires a 
second course of the waters. He onee talked of His Imperial Majesty attending the 
Coronation, but I said that that would be impossible, 



























No. 45. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—-(Received February 1.) 
No. 4.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 1, 1902. 

YOUR Lordship's despatch No, 2 dated the 6th January, 

‘The Grand Vizier appeared to be a good deal impressed by the substance of 
the above despatch, which T communicated to Lim yesterday: Me asked me for a 
copy of it to be shown to the Shah. I answered that I would ask your permission, 
and propose, if that permission is given, to let him have a copy unofficially, as was the 
case with reference to the despatch addressed to me by your Lordship on the 9th July, 
1901, No. 47. : 










































His Highness admitted, with regard to the pipe line, that its object was for 
Russia to have a pretext for gaining a foothold in the south of Persia; he was still 
engaged, he said, in resisting it with vigour, but the Russian Minister of Finance 
refused to let him have the indispensable funds unless the pipe line was granted. In 
the event of the negotiations for a loan falling through, Russia insists that the 
advances which the Banque des Préts has made on account—amounting to over 
200,0001.—should be repaid immediately. About 50,0001. would be required for 
this purpose and the Shah’s journey. Both the Russian Minister here and Count, 
Lamsdorif were, he said, against the demand for a pipe line, as they feared that 
diplomatic complications between England and Persia would’ result from it, His 
Highness hegged me, in strictest confidence, to make the suggestion that the matter 
should be represented to the Emperor of Russia by the British Ambassador at 
St, Petersburgh, so that M. de Witte should be overruled by His Imperial Majesty. 
‘Although the Grand Vizier told me that the Shah was opposed to the pipe-line 
Concession, his Highness led me to infer that, in order to get the necessary funds tor 
his journey to Europe, His Majesty would yield that or anything else which Russia 
asked. 














No. 46. 
Consul-General Smith to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 3.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Odessa, January 81, 1902, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 71 of the 4th September, 1901, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that the Russian steam-ship “Kornilof” is about 
to make a third voyage to the Persian Gulf, and is expected to leave on the 2nd 
proximo, g 

Thave the honour to inclose a statement on the subject (giving rates of freight) 
which has appeared in the “ Torgovo-Promishlennaya Gazeta,” 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) ©, 8. SMITH, 


Inclosure in No, 46, 
Statement showing Rates of Freight. 


THE Committee of the Russian Steam Navigation and ‘Trading Company have 
established a rate of freight at which goods will be carried from Odessa Lo the following 
ports on the Persian Gulf 

Bunder Abbas, Linga, Bushire, and Bussorah, with a stop on the journey at 
Constantinople, Smyrna, Jaffa, Port Said, Suez, Jeddab, Jibuti, and Aden. 

Tn the middle of January 1902 a third steamer of the Company will start carrying 
goods, with a through connection, between the Russian railway stations and the above. 
mentioned ports of the Persian Gulf, vii the port of Odessa, 

‘The rate of freight is as follows 



















Per Poud. | Por Long ‘ton, 


Manufactured and woren goods 
eran 
Wood and wooden building materials 





All other goois mentioned by nanve in the tariff I 
of the new connection Scat 


(1528) 
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No. 47. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 
(No. 6.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, February 8, 1902. 


PERSIAN Loan negotiations, 

Sir A. Hardinge's telegram No. 4 of the 1st February repeated to you. 

A despateh will probably be sent to you in a few days reeapitulating Mr. Harding. 
conversations with M. de Witte and Count Lamsdorff; and instructing you to ask the 
Russian Government whether it is true that they have refused to permit Persia to 
accept the offer made by us of an advance from the Government of India, and, in the 
event of this being the ease, to inquire their reasons for so doing, 

You should, in the meantime, mention to Count Lamsdorff that we have received 
reports that the Russian Bank is demanding a concession to lay a pipesline from Baku 
to the Persian Gulf for mineral oil as one of the conditions of the proposed loan, 

We think it right, in order to avoid possible complications, to let Count Lamsdorif 
Know that in May last'a Concession for laying down such pipelines from eertain Persian 
provinces to the coast of the Persian Gulf was granted to a British subject, and that in 
Anticle 6 of this Co n the Persian Government has positively engaged that the 
right to construct a. \e to the southern coast of Persia, or to the rivers of the 
south, will not be granted to any other pers 






































‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 





{tte phic.) P. Foreign Office, February 3, 1902. 

U HAVE received your telegram No. 4 of the Ist February, 

You may give a copy of my despatch No, 2 of the 6th January to the Grand Vizier 
unofficially, 

lis Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh will be instructed to mention to 
Count Lamsdorif that. a Concession for a pipe-line would contravene rights which have 
boon granted already to a British subject hy the Persian Government, 











No, 49, 





Euphrates und Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office.—(Received 
‘bruary 4.) 








Salters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, February 1, 1902. 

IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant on the subject of our claim against 
the Persian Government for repayment of our out-of-pocket expenses in. working 
the steamer “Shushan” on the Upper Karun, am directed by my Board to make the 
following statement ;— é 

His Majesty's Government are aware that the steamer “Shushan” was presented 


by our Company to the Persian Government for service on the Upper Karun on the 
following condition 


That ive should be co 
and 
2, ‘That the times of her voyages should be fixed with reference to the requirements 
of our Representatives at Ahwaz 
It was further agreed that the vessel should run contin 
ts on the lover river, We may refer you to letter 
28th January and 17th March, 1890, 
‘The original negotiations in connection with this steamer were conducted between 
Sir M1. D, Wolf and Mr. H. P, B. Lynch in Tehran, As regards the captain and 
engineer of the vessel, Mr. Lynch pointed out that it would be out of the question for 
the Company to hand over the vessel to any but Europeans fully qualified to fulfl these 





















ulted in the appointment hoth of the captain and the 





sly in conjunction with 
from the Foreign Office 














* ‘These letters bear out abore statements 
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duties. With this Sir H. D. Wolif agreed, and assured Mr. Lynch that the assurances 
given by the Persian Government in this connection were quite sufficient, in conjunction 
with the support which would be given to us by His Majesty's Legation at any time, 
to insure that our requirements in this matter of the captain and engineer should not be 
over-ridden, 

‘The object of our presenting the vessel to the Persian Government was to open up 
communications with our steamers on the lower river. When the Karun was originally 
opened it was recognized that some such communications would be necessary; bat. the 
Persian Government were unwilling to allow our Company to put on a steamer or 
steamers themselves on the upper river. ‘They therefore agreed to accept our offer to 
present the Persian Government itself with a steamer which would not only be of service 
to them in connection with their civil or military requirements, but would also enablo us 
to send forward our goods to the provincial centres of Shushter and Dizful. ‘They 
undertook in writing to run this steamer in connection with our steamers on the lower 
river. 

But from the first they made no preparations to take over the steamer, and it was 
obvious that they never intended running her themselves, She went up with a captain 
and engineer found by ourselves; but we never could induce the authorities to pay thet 
salaries, or to demonstrate to us that they had others {o put in their places, We were 
obliged, therefore, by the exigencies of the traffic to go on running the steamer at our 
own expense, Nor was this the worst part of the matter, A Persian subject, the Moin- 




















el-Tajar, of Bushire, obtained a miserable steam-launch which was scarcely capnble of 
stemming the current, and placed her on the Upper Karun ay representing what he 


Somewhat pompously called the “Nasseri” Company. ‘The Moin-el-Tujar having ine 





d himself with the authorities at ‘Tehran, induced them to send orders to the local 
authorities to bring pressure to bear upon the merchants to boycott the “Shushan” (the 
vessel we presented to the Persian Government), and to give all their support to the 
“Suga.” The merchants were naturally loth to do this, as the “Buss” was incapable of 
carrying their goods with reasonable dispatch, But they were obliged to do it by order 
of the Government. 

In this manner a heavy debt accumulated on the working of the “Shushan’; and 
it is this debt which the Persian Government desire to repudiate, It is obvious that it 
would be quite unreasonable to expect our Company to pay the money. 

Under these circumstances our reply to the suggestion of the Persian Government 
that we should now hand over the vessel to the local authorities would be as follows 1 

Directly they have liquidated our claim for advances made in connection with the 
steamer, and can satisfy us that she would be placed in competent hands, we shall at 
once instruct our agents to hand over the “Shushan” to the Representatives of the 
Persian Government, 

We may add that this is the first occasion upon which we have heard of any official 
repudiation of the debt on the part of’ the Persian Government ; also that we have 
never given any undertaking or guarantee that we would equilibrate income and expene 
diture. On the contrary, we have regularly sent in the accounts showing expenditure 
considerably in excess of income, Finally, as regards the statement of the Persian 
Government that the Nizom-es-Sultanch denies having made any promise to defray the 
expenses, we inclose copy of two letters addressed by Mr. A. B. ‘Taylor to Colonel Ross 
at the time, and we place confidence in the veracity of Mr. ‘Taylor, who has been on our 
staff for over twenty 

‘To discontinue running the vessel until the debt had been paid would be tantamount 

aking the connection between the termini of the Karun navigation, Shushter and 









































Dizful. We are loth to adopt a course which would at once have serious effects upon 


rvice and expose the Persian Government to a claim for damages. We shall 
ore continue to work the vessel in the hope that the debt will be paid or a solution 





Tt occurs to us to suggest, though we should have to consult our shareholders before 
dcsnitely making « proposal, that if the Persian Government would allow the Moincel- 
‘Tujar of Bushire, who is now, we believe, in Tehran, to come to an arrangement with us 
in respect of the navigation of the upper rivers, the new Company might take over the 
“Shushan”” in discharge of the debt, though the debt is in excess of her value, We 
inclose «copy of the draft Agreement which vas dravn yp in consultation vith 
Lieutenant-Colonel Picot in 1899, and which was submitted by him to the Moin in that 
ear, 

Tee ie was wot couclodgd because (io Versiag Coveranient nave Hel well-disposed at 
that time, ‘The arrangement, if it should now be possible to bring it about, would have 
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‘an important effect upon the trade of the Karun, though, owing to the shortness of the 
course of these upper rivers, and the fact that they can only be navigated by small craft, 
there is very little money to be made out of it, even under more favourable circumstances 
than those that at present prevail. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) 








DW. MILLS, Secretary 








_———————— 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 49. 


Mr. A. B. Taylor to Colonel Ross. 


(Extract. August 11, 1890. 


1 TELEGRAPHED you to-day to know who was responsible for “Shushan”; the 


reason of th 





is that the Nizam refers me to the Mahomerah Kargozar for payment of 
expenses and the Kurgozar repudiates having anything to do with it; At the 
cial request 1 took the whole management of tie “Shushan,” engaged all 
cargo, collected freights, and paid all expenses, he promisivg to pay auy loss. When I 
presented the account for May and June, showing 2200 krins odd dae to us, he 
eferred me to the Kargozar, giving me to understand that this is Tehran's onder, but 
the Kargozar says itis not, and won't have anything to say to it. I know very well ‘that 
if We give up the management, everything will go wrong, but at the same time, lam sure 
the Company will not pay the losses to keep the steamer running, and, therefore, if I 
cannot recover the money, I shall have to keep up the work. 











— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 49, 


Mr, A. B, Taylor to Colonel Ross. 


(Extract. 


THE Nizam promises to arrange that the Karg 
but nothing is done yet. 


September 3, 1890, 
is to pay the loss on “Shushan, 











ee , 
Inclosure 3 in No. 49, 


Draft Agreement. 





AGREEMENT made this day, the of 189, 
between the indersizned, Henry Finis Blosse Lynch, acting for and on behalt of hi 
ring of Lvnch Brothers and Stephen Lynch and Co., hereinafter called Messrs. Lynch, 
ed Dehdeshti Moin-el-Tujar, hereinafter called Moineel-Tujar, in relation 


to 4 Concession which the Moin-el-Tujar obtained some years ago from His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah of Persia. 


Tt has been agreed between the parties as follows :— 

Article 1. Within two years after the ratification of this Agreement Messrs. Lynch 
will form a Limited Liability Company with a capital not execeding 30,0001, for the purpose 
Of taking over the Concession aliuded to, and of substantially giving effect to the present 
Agreement. 

Should Messis. Lynch fail to form a Limited Lis 
mentioned, this Agreement will be considered null and void: 

‘The Moin-cl-Tujar will make over to the said Company in perpetuity the 

















ry Company within the period 





nny will be called “The Lynch, Moin-el“Tujar, Nasiri Company.’ 
Art. 3, The management of the said Company is to reside in’ the’ firm of 
Messrs, Lynch and (or) their successors, 

Art. 4. In consideration of management Messrs. Lynch are to retain, in the first 
instance, out of the gross earnings 6 per cent. upon the amount thereof, which will 
represent all that Messrs. Lynch will be entitled to charge for use of staff, ollices, Se, 
then after deducting all charges and paymeat for labour, wages, and other working 
expenses, in addition to all disbursements in relation to the formation of the Company an 
the carrying on of its affairs in England, the maintenance of ships aud docks and lexdig 
places, and the renewal and maintenance of the ships’ gear and equipment as the 
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exigencies of the business may require, and also of any other plant, and not fess than 
10 per cent. for depreciation, there shall, in the next instance, be paid to the Moin-el- 
Tt 15 per cent. of the net returns, after which the balance of the net returns will be 
ailable for division amongst the shatcholders of the Company. 

Art, 5. The accounts will be rendered once every year. 

Art. 6, AS regards the 15 per cent. payable to the Moin-cl-Tujar in case of loss in 
year, the Company will not claim a share of such loss from the Moin-el-Pujar, but 
will bear that loss itself; thus in years of profit the afore-mentioned 15 per cent. duc to 
the Moin-el-Tujur, after deduction of the charges mentioned in Article 4, will be paid 
without any reduction on account, of losses of previous years, 

t.7, In respect of alf capital which may be required to carry out the purposes 
specified in Article 11 the Moin-cl-Tujar is to have the option of contributing to the 
extent of one-half of such capital within three months of all, - 

Art. 8. The place of discharge by the steamer n ng the Lower Karan is not a 
niatter which ean come within the scope of the present Agreement; such steamer always 
discharges her cargo at Messis, Lyuch's wharf free of charge. But Messrs, Lynch engage 
that should it in the future be found expedient by them to make a for wharfage, 

half of the revenue for such charge shall be paid to the Moin-el-Tajar. 
Art. 9. Messrs, Lynch and the members of their staff, as well as the Moin-el- 
and the members of his staff, shall have the right of travelling by the vessels of the 
‘any free of charge, those occupying the position of the superior stall travelling by 
the first class, others by the second ela: i 

Art. 10. Soldiers and officers of the Persian Government are to be eharged half the 
usual fares when so required by the Persian Governinent. 

Art, 11, The following enumerate the privileges 
Moin-el-Tujar to Messrs. Lynch Brothers :— 

1, The exclusive right to navigate the Rivers Shatait, 
th their tributaries, with vessels or vessel as the trade m 
arun er from the Bund of Ahwaz to Shuster and Dizful. 
he power to improve the beds of these rivers, and to remove obstaeles to navi 
tion above the Bund of Ahwaz, including the foundations of ancient dams; but in the case 
of such dams the consent of the Persian Government must be obtained, 

3. he right to construct a cart-rond or tramway from the place or places where the 
steamers dischat r may discharge near Shuster to the town of Shustei 
e the working of the steamers the Moinsel-lajar assigns the present 
way at Nasiri to Messrs. Lynch fora period of twenty years, by whom it will be 
worked in the interests of the Moin Messrs. Lynch will be allowed 6 per cent, 
commission on the gross ¢ ‘The balance of the earnings, 
after dedueting the con Ke, Will be 
paid to the Moineel-Tuj re not to be in 
exeess of the amount fixed by the original C 
‘The accounts of the will be submitted i 
Art, 12. This Ag: 
sinie Maj 






















































































sterred in perpetuity. by the 








nd Diz, together 
en) to Fequire, as also the 





































y six month 





the Moinsol-Tujur 
ratified by the Persian Gove 
at Tehran before taking effect. 












No. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 9.) 


‘PLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complime: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Geo 
forwands herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of incl 
ina letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the 16th January, relating to 
the proposal that a British war vessel should visit Muscat, 

‘A copy has heen sent to the Admiralty 


India Office, February 4, 1902. 
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Inclosure in No. 50. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kendatt to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, December 28, 1901. 
the honour, with reference to the letter, dated the 11th December, from 
the Political Agent, M Your address on the subject of the recent arrival in 
Muscat of the Russian cruiser * Varyag,” to indorse Captain Cox’ reeommendation 
that one of our larger ships of war mnight be allowed to wisit Museat on the way to or 
from Chin: 
‘he i)" while at Bushire, undoubtedly ere: iderable impressic 
atnong the people of Bushire, who had not hitherto sven a vessel of her size, an 
although T do not consider and do not 





No, 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received February 3) 
(No. 8.) 
(elegraphic,) P, St. Petersburgh, February 5, 1902. 
LAD an opportunity of mentioning to Count Lamsdorft last night the report 
Which Hix Majesty's Government lind “received: (as recorded in your Loriship's 
telegrams Nos, 5 anid 6 of the Sed instant) : Bank's deman 
‘ay one of the conditions of a loan, for « pipe ulf, and T told his 
cy that your Lordship had thouteht i right, in onlee to aebed any possible 
that he should be informed of the Coucession alrady granted to a 
ritish subject, the Gth Article of which contained a positive engagement 
In reply, Count Lamsdorit stated t 
the Bank's loan negotiations as one wh 
with whom he had had no ¢ i 
hhad not sought to know how the 
1 told his Excellency that ‘t 
the remarks Thad beer i 


ly concerned M. Witte, 
for some time past, and that he 


te should be at once informed of 





Inia Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 6.) 


Sir, Audi Office, February 5, 1902, 

WINE refer f the 22nd ultimo on the subject of the Suri 
Ahows fying the 1 in directed by Lord George Hamilton to request that 
You will Toy: hefore Lon Lauisdowne the inclosed eo} telegrams which have since 
passed betwoen this Office and the Government of Lidia on the s ject. 

Lord Jamsdowne will see trom the Governor-General tolegeam of the Ist Feb: 
Tuney tht the Erench Consul, with the suppost of the French Mig.ship. has now 
presented to the Sultan a peremptory claim in writing on behalf of the French 
Government to Tull jutistiction over the Pronch flag-holders. 

Tord George Hamilton, in his telegram to the Government of India of th 
SaIH ultimo, accepted Lord Lansdowne's view as to the desirability of postponiin 
(ition in regard to the Mronch flags question pending. avceipt of their’ report on 
M. Cambon's representation of the 14th August last. But the issue which hee mon 
Teen bionght to a point hy the action of the French Consul, thous it arisce ou et 
the grant of the f fo some extent separate from the general question, 

‘The French Goveyament appear to elaim territorial jurisdiction in respect 
qiaubieets of the Sultan to whom they have granted their flag,” ‘The elaim must hee 
Lorlship apprchends, he based on the Vth Axtiele of the ErancocAle t Treaty of 
Prana cell aepests to apply only to bond fide Brench subjects, IL this be the eases the 
Freueli clainy ean be sustaiied only upon’ the assumption that the conferient of the 
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French flag upon a Muscat subject makes the recipient a French subject, But, what- 
ever rights upon the high seas, or even in the Sultan's territorial waters, the Preneh, 
flag may secure for the vessels flying it, the assumption that it confers the status of a 
French subject upon the is opposed to the view taken by the Law Officers of 
the Crown in their opinion of the 4th August, 1898, 

Loni George Hamilton has therefore directed me to request that you will draw 
Lond Lansdowne’s, serious attention to the menacing action of the French Consul, 
‘whieh appears to him to he an attempt to oust the Sudian from his rightful jurisdiction 

in of his subjects, and to coustitute a contravention of the Aelv-French 
Agreement of the 10th March, 1862 
lis Lontship is not without hope that the step proposed by the Government of 
India may, if itis at once sanctioned by His Majesty's Government, have the eflest of 
nent the prosecution of the Freich lain, in which ease the whole 
iscussed with the French Governmont on receipt of the report of the 
of India, which may be expected in ‘month's time. 
Hamilton would be glad to be favoured with an early expression of 
Lond Lansdowne’s views, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


——$<$______ 


Janwary 28, 1902, 


iple, but His Majesty's Government prefer to 
ny Secret dlespateh of the dth ‘September, 1901, before 
n to act upon it 


_—<——$—_ 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 52, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Secret.) 
(Telegraphic.) February 1, 1902, 

YOUR telegram of 28th January : Suri dhows, 

Cox Feports 30th Fanuary, in reply to a letter from Sultan, dated 29nd January, 
French Consul, during pres ? has peremptorily in writ imei, 
on behalf of the French Government, full j over flag-holders. Cox 
that he should address Freneh Con I ting axainst violation. of 
Declaration of 1862, Cox’ reply to French Ambas jeation to 
Office of 14th August, 1901, has heen reecived, and copy goes with th 
Meantime, I think it most’ desirable that Cox should’ be authorized on. his own 
behalf to protest as suggested. ‘This protest will, no doubt, he communteated to Frowel, 
Government, and matter will then be ripe for discussion in London. 





Foreign Office to Indiu Office, 


Foreign Office, February 7, 1902. 
fore the Marquess of Lansiowne your letter of the 5th instant, 
relative to the claim made by the French Consul at Museat on behalf of his Govern. 
ment to exercise full jurisdiction over the subjects of the Sultan who have been 
Permitreil to use the French flag. 




















Lord Lansdowne coneurs in the view of the Secretary of State for India that this 
claim is contrary to the Declaration of 1862 between Great Britain and France, and in 
His Lordship’s proposal that His Majesty’s Consul at Muscat should he authorized to 
adilress a protest to the French Consul on the subject, 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) ‘T, H. SANDERSON, 
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No. 54, 









The Marquess of Lansdowne 10 Sir C. Scott, 





(No, 40,) 
Bir, Foreig 

WITH ref respondence respe 
i an Government, [transmit 








Office, February 8, 190: 
the offer of finan 



















exceedin 









which the offer Majesty's Gor 
is refiusal i th he cont 
“Banque des Préts,” the Persian Government is precluded 
Joan for ten years without the consent. of Russia, and that th 
on the subject of ¢ 
save refused th 


ison given 
ie Russian 
foreign 


at 4 per e% 
informed th 





























aware that the Govern- 
the middle of September 
ernment for a loan of 











vd of funds, learned, 
if application to the Russian | Gi 
An intimation was at. the same tine received that the Persian Govern 
be glad if they could i portion, at all 
them from the Tmpe ial Bank Persin, but on t 
harged by that Bank for a recent advane 
It wos found on inquiry that the Imperial Bank 
the Persian Government a large a proportion of its own capital as was. pers 
inissible under the terms of its Charter, Any further advances could only be made 
y means of funds procured by the Bank from other fins id a transaction 
of this nature was stated by the Bank to he matter of er i aly 
arred, 




























adh 





aT 




















correctly 






ad already advanced to 













vague and unpra 
money to the Pet 


iy objected to 
After some cor 
conveniently be afforded, 
" sty’s Minister at Teliran 
500,007. from the Tndian Fxehequet 
agreement, secured on the 
with a sin 

if the Persia 





of no 
whieh are not 
I should wish you to 
ppreliended the de 

the grounds of their objec 


58 


M. Witte, after reading it carefully, objected to th 

al, but asked, if His Majesty 
ian Government, why the Ena! 
for liis part he would make no obje 
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ircumstinees Mr. C. Hardinge was instrueted, by my tele 
of the 28th October last, to invite a frank diseussion with the Russian 
nul fo suggest the possibility of am arrangement by which both Powers miht mal 
aulvaniees 10 Porsia, secured on the revenues of those portions of the country in which 
their respective interests predominated. 

Me, Hardinge spoke to Count Lamsdorff on the 30th October, and left with 
hin a Memorandum of his sation, 

Count Lamsdorf on this occasion stated, as he had done at a previous interview 
Ou the 27th September, that he knew of tho negotiations in progress for a new 
Persian loan, but said that he would make inquiries of M. Witte, on the return of 
that Minister to St, Petersburgh, 

On the Bed November, Count Lamsdort informed Mx, Hacdi 
ascortained from M. Witte that the latter bade 
had allowed the Russ 
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«i to M. Witte my. (felegraphic,) 






proposal, Memorandum given him by Mr. Hardinge, but that, 
in view of the actual state of the negotiations, it could be of no practical utility 


to discuss it, 

During a visit which Mr, Hardinge made to M. Witte on the 7th November 
he alluded to this proposal, aud, as his Execlleney stated that he had no kuowledge 
of if, handed him’a copy of the Memorandum’ which he had brought with hice 





















India Office to Foreign Office —(Rece 


Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the U: 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 
forwards herewith, for the 
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India Office, February 10, 1902, 








Inclosure in No, 55, 
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Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


YOUR telegram Ist February : Muscat, 
His Majesty's Government approve Cox’ suggestion that he should address Fronelh 

Consul protesting against French claim to juris 

the Declaration of 1862. 





India Office, February 8, 1902. 


iction over flag holders as contrary to 
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India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 11.) 










Sir, India Office, February 11, 1902. 
T AM directed to transmit, for the consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
8 copy of a telegram dated the Sth February, received from the Governor-General of 
India. 
Lord George Hamilton is unable, with # 
1 whether the Customs cordon, whieh i 















fore him, to. express 
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Lam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 









Inclosure in No. 


srament of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

















No. 56°, 





(elexraphic.) 
WEBB WARE reports that Ce 
Mirjawa and withdrew, saying that he 
















The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 















































Bonn ulso reports from Seistan that Russia sul is encouraging Be (No.5) 

officials: to establish Customs cordon on Baluchistan frontier from Seis SBeleap ia Pr. Foreign Office, February 12, 1902. 
tanned by Per Tatrongly recommend that before it is too late THLE following tologram, Sth February, has hoon reevived by the India 
should by id any uso of Persian Cossacks under control of Ri e from the Viceroy of India 

oflie hw frontier, on the ground that thei ment would amount to a defiance “Webb Ware reports that Cosari, Persian Customs official, recently visited 
of th nt declaration to the Persian Government of our pred uit interests in Mirjawa and withdrew, saying that he would return with twenty Persian Cossacks. 








this region Benn also reports from 


= n Customs: 
offi 


ian to Kohak 
it is too late 





eistan that Russian Consul is encouraging Bels 
als to establish Customs conlon on Baluchistan frontier from S 
manned by Persian Cossacks. I strongly recommend that. before 
Hardinge should be instructed to forbid any use of Persian Cossacks tmder control of 
Russian officers on the frontier, on the ground that theit employment would amount 

defiance of the recent declaration to the Persian Government of our predominant 
interests in this region.” 

Please make inquiries as to the intentions of the Persian Govi 
the facts reported turn out to be cor 
part. 







































‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 





‘ snment, and should 
et, pretest against any sueh action on their 









Foreign Office, February 12, 1902. 
weived your despatch No. 175 of the 22nd November, 1902, relative 
to the repudiation by the Persian Government of the claim of Messrs. Lynch for losses 
in working the “Shushan,” and to their proposal that the Company should hand the 
vessel over to them. 

‘Phe inelosures in your despateh were communicated to Messrs. Lyneh for their 
observations, and E now transmit to you a copy of their reply.* 

Messrs, Lynch, while maintaining the justice of their claim, suggest that th 
ty might be settlol if the Persian Government would authorize the Moin 
r to conclude with them an arrangement in regord to the navigation of the 
Upper Rivers on the lines of # draft submitted to him in 1899, of whieh they inclose a 
copy. 

Messrs, 1 
their debt by transferring the ownership of the 
formed under the arrangement. 





























h suggest that the Persian Government might in that ease discharge 
‘Shnshan” to the new Company to be: 








+ Nott, 
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I should be glad to be informed whether you are of opinion that the Persian 
Government would be inclined to entertain such a proposal. If so, you are authorized 
to put it before them. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 58. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 1902. 
I AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to state, for the information of 
the Secretary of State for India, that the Turkish Ambassador communicated to-day a 
ceived from the Turkish Government to the effect that two men named Omer 
nya, of the Haushabi tribe, recently erossed the frontier of Taaz, and affer- 
s killed two persons and stole their money and cattle. 
Tam to suggest that inquiry should be made of the Resident at Aden as to this 
incident. 












be, 








Tam, &c. 


(Signed) H. SANDERSON. 








No. 59. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 15.) 


Sir, India Office, February 13, 1902. 
M directed by the Seeretary of State for India in Counci! to forward, for the 
consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, a copy of a telegram from the Govern- 
ment of India, suggesting that the present low price of tea should be taken into 
consideration in fixing the specific duty on an ad valorem basis in the new Porsian 
Tariff, 

‘The correspondence to which the telegram re! is Sir A. Tardinge’s despatches 
Nos. 88 and 35, Commer ted the 19th September and 80th October, 1901, 
printed copies of which we wived in this Office about the 6th December, 1901. 

a 


Tam, ‘ 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


———————————— 




























Inclosure in No. 59. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 












(‘Lelegraphic.) Caleutta, January 25, 1902 

WITH reference to correspondence forwarded with letter of Revenue Secretary: 
at the India Office, 15th December Inst, we would suggest that present, low price of 
tea should be taken into consideration in fis fie duty on ad valorem ba 
new Persian Tavilf, 















Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received February 16.) 


phie.) P. Tehran, February 16, 1902. 
N obedience to the instructions in your Lordship’s private telegram of the 5th 
instant, IT have conveyed invitation to the Shah, who accepted it. i 

T have received Ilis Majesty’s reply to your despatch of the 2nd January. Tt was 5} 
written by the Shah himself and is rather discursive. ‘The most, definite statement in \ 
it is that His Majesty will not give away an inch of | | 












dominions to any person. 
Russia has, in the meantime, refused to grant the loan if it does not carry with it the 
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pipe-line Coneession to the Gulf. She has further intimated that, should the foan fall 
through, the same fate will befail the new Tariff, from which the Persian Government 
hope to obtain an increased revenue. 
Thave informed the Indian Government of the above by telegraph. 











No. 61. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess 





f Lansdowne.—(Received February 16.) 





graphic.) P, Tekron, February 16, 190: 
TN “reply to the telegram from the Viceroy, repeated to me in your Lordship’s 
No. 6 of the 12th instant, the Grand Vizier denies all intention of dispatching Persian 
Cossacks to Serhind, His Highness, however, complains that Mirjawa has been 
occupied by Wi id has shown me a telegram sent from Meshied, 
is reported that British troops have been stationed slong the frontier from 
Sih to Lake Mashkel. ‘The same telegram says that the use of force at Mirjawa has 
heen threatened by Webb Ware. My answer was that these roports were exargerated 
to the hest of my belief, and that we shall leave Mirjawa to the Persians if, after 
inquiry, that place is clearly proved to be Persian territory. 
Thave informed! the Government of India of the foregoing, 

























No, 62. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received February 17.) 





‘THT Under-Sceretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Fowcign Altus, and, By dirvetion of Lord Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary: of State, copy of inclosures 
ina letter from the Forcign Secretary, Caleutta, dated ‘the 16th January, relating to 
the proposed tour of Colonel Kemball to the Arabian Coast, 

India Office, February 15, 1902, 



















es 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 62, 


Lieutenant-Cotonel Kemball to the Government of Indiu. 





(Vetoxraph 
1 PROPOSE to. visit Arabia 
Loth January, and taking * Bose 


Bushire, Janwary 8, 1902. 
leaving Bushire the 
way twelve days, 









Yoast, Bandar Abas, 
mdar Abbas. T shall he 








Inclosure 2 in No. 62, 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(No. 98. Kast Afwiea,) 


(Velegraphic,) Caleutta, Janvary 18, 1902, 
Coast Qu ‘testa Sth January, No objection to your proposed visit to Arabian 
Coast, &e, 














No. 63, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne (o Sir A, Hardinge, 





(No. 6) 
egraphic.) P,_ Foreign Office, February 17, 1902, 
{HAVE received your telogram No. 5 of the 16th February. 
sent ad 






teh to Sir C. Scott on the 12th February by King’s messenger, in 
ted the communications which had passed between the Russian 



























Government and Mr. ©. Hardinge with reference to our offer of a loan to the Persian 
Government. T also. instructed his Excellency to inquire from the Russian Ministor 
for Foreign Affairs whether the decision of the Russian Government has been correctly 
apprehended by the Grand Vizier, as stated in his note to you of the sth December, 
1901. and, if so, on what grounds the Russian objections to the arangement aré 
based. 

Before taking or suggesting any further steps in the matter it appears necessary 
now to await a reply to this inquiry. : 














Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigution Company to Foreign Office. (Received 
February is.) 


8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 

February V7, 1902 

WITH reference to a conversation which took place the other day between 

Mr. Maxwell and Mr, H. FB. Lynch I have the honour to inclose copy of a letter 

addressed by Mr. Lynch to Mr. Preece, His Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan, with 
reference to the encourazement of traffic along the Bakhtiati route, 

My Board would be much obliged if a copy of this letter might be sent to His 

inister in Tehran, and in view of the importance of the new trade route, 

they trust that His Majesty’s Government may see fit to recommend the matter to the 

consideration of His Majesty's Minister, 


Sir, 











T have, &e. 
igned) EDW, MILLS, Secretary. 


ee 





Tnelosure in No, 64. 
lr. H. BB. Lynch to Consul-General Preece, 


My dear Preece, 8 Salter’s Hall Court, London, February V7, 1902. 

FROM reports recently received from Taylor relative to the traffic on the Bakhtiari 
road, T learn that the number of caravan animals using i! in 1901 amounted to no more 

10, and these animals were almost exclusively owned by muleteers from the 
stricts, who are a mere handful as compared to those eonveying the gront 
through trafic of Persia with their head-quarters at Ispthan, In reply to repeated 
inquiries why these latter do not make use of the new route, Lreceive most unconvincing 
replies. Custom, and the fact that in some cases their families reside at eontres on the 
Bushire road, are the reasons alleged. No complaints are made against. the new road, 
even by camel drivers who have used it, exept the scarcity of forage last autumn in 
the southern districts owing to famine; an this is a merely temporary objection, as they 
well know. 

‘The Bakhtiari Khans as you are probably avare, are storing forage at various 
Points for the use of muletecrs. ‘The route is very much shorter in mileage and time 
sceupied by caravans than the Bushire route. And Lam informed that in the ease of 
opinm—so considerable an article of export—there is an advantage to the nati 
merchant of not less than 163 krans (8/.) per case of export duty if he shall make use 
of the Karun route, In spite of ‘all these inducements the muletéers show no signs of 

ng down to Ahwaz, 

Reasoning by analogy, | am driven to the conclusion that it is probably a case of 
adverse influence exercised in high quarters expectant of advances and sulky if they be 
notinade, ‘This, and perhaps, too, the want of a little push and advertisement, 

Tam informed that His Highness the Zil.es-Sultan could exercise direct and. ins 
direct influence in this matter. And there are probably others whose goodwill it might 
‘be important to secure, 

‘The Government of India are very anxious to send a great part of their telegraph 
material by this route daring the coming summer, if it can be arrauged, ‘The material 
all works out into suitable mule loads both as regards weight and lengths. ‘There arc, 
altogether, about 300 tons that they desire to send this way. But, although | have 
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dressed the matter very strongly on Taylor, he seems quite unable to get the muleteers 
down, and the local ones are insufficient in number and unreliable, 

Surely, if we guarantee return loads, it ought not to be impossible to obtain the 
necessary transport from Ispahan at rates not in excess of those on the Bushire route, 
including the river freight which is only 13s, a-ton. 

occurs to me that, if you could see your way to exercising your influence with 
the Zil-es-Sultan and other prominent men, it might result in our being able to assist 
the Government of India in this matter, besides benefiting our river traffic and the 
Bakiitinvi Chiefs, 1 shall endeavour to ‘send you a few albums with particulars and 
photographs relating to the new route, and these might he distribnted in influential 
ers, Also, Tam prepared to place a sum of 200/, at your disposal to nse entirely 
AL_your discretion for pushing the route, You may not think it necessary to spend the 
whole sum, but this will be a matter for you to decide some bulky 
goods in lange packing eases, addressed in large letters Sultan were to be 
sent, and camels could be found to go down for them at reasonable upward rates, the 
effect on the popular imagination might be gre 
The primary object we shall have in view 


There are other requirements in conneetion with the road of great and urgent 
importance, OF these I may instance, first, the establishment of % post, so. that 
merchants can correspond directly with Ahwaz.‘ and, second, the better administration of 
the telegraph line vid Behbalan, As regards the first, Tam informed that all that will be 
immediately necessary isa mounted man with a change of horses at four different points 
on the road, He could do the single journey in five or six days, 
Inthe hope that yon may be able to see your vay {0 effect somet 
the lines I have endeavoured to indicate above, should they commend th 
‘You, Velieve me, &e, 
(Signed) I. PF. B. LYNCH. 
P.8.—I am taking the liberty of sending a copy of this letter to the Foreign Office, 
and Lam prepared to pay in the sum in any manner either you or they may think best, 
As spring is coming on there will seareely be time for correspondence as a preliminary 
inetion, shall you see fit to take it, 
BB. Le 





No. 66. 
Indin Office ta Koveiyn Offce,—(Received February 18.) 


Sir, Indiu Office, February 18, 1902, 

LN reply to your letter dated the Sth February, inclosine a telegram marked 
Private, dated the 7th February, from Sir Arthur Hardinge, Iau directed to state that, 
ivefore the Secretary of State for India in Conneil can entertain or consider the offer 
of any loan to Persia from the revenues of Tne his Lordship would require to 
he informed as to the conditions mider whieh i is proposed to advance such « 
loan, 

Aw at prosent advised, the Seoretary of State for India sees objections to employing 
fhe Imperial Bank of Persia, for a transuetion which is essentially of a political charaster 
in any capacity except as our agent for the advane 

Tan, & 
(Signed) GODLEY. 





No. 66, 
Indin Office to Foreign Office. —(Received February 19.) 


THE Under-Socretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the 17th instant, relating to the Aden Delimitation 
Commission, 


India Office, February 18, 1902, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Recoived Februury 19.) 


(No. 49.) 
My Lard, Constantinople, February 10, 1903, 
‘TILE telegraphic reports which [have recontly received from His Majesty's C 
at Jeddah show that the condition of the Hedjaz in the neighborhood of Mocca is 
exceedingly unsatisfactory, and that disturbances among the Arab tribes are on the 
inerease. 
In particular, Mr. Dovey ports that on tie Sth instant a party of soldiers 
ing provisions to Mecca was attacked and nearly annihilated, and tha: the road 
losed, while on the following day an encounter took place near the Holy City 
itself between the Arabs and a detachment of troops in charge of a pilgrim caravan 
On this occasion seventy of the former. and about thirty soldiers were killed oe 
wounded. Iam glad to be able to report, however, that there were no casitaltices 
among the pilgrims, 
Lhave, 


. B, O'CONOR. 





Q 











Tnelosure in No. 66. 


Resident, Aden, to India Office. 
(Pelegraphic.) February 17, 1902. 

ADEN Delimitation Commission : 

Wahab sends following telegram for transmission to Secretary of State for 
India 

“Commission held first meeting at Dthali 11th February. First point discussed 
was boundary between Kataba and territory of Amir. Turkish Commissioners thereupon 
claimed whole Shairi tribes of Jabal Jahof and Mafari as belonging to dis of Kataba. 
They based claim on Firman g ed by Porte to tribal Chiefs, ‘and on actual administra~ 
Evidence collected by us negatives assertion of actual administration, ‘Turkish 
ssert that all southern Arabia belonged to Sultan of Turkey prior 
ish oceupation of Aden, and that British only obtained Aden after asking per- 
mn of Porte to establish coal depdt there, and that Amir and Chiefs now under 
British protection hold their country under authority of Turkish Firmans. ‘Turkish 
case in present delimitation apparently rests on similar Firmans, and if their validity is 
admitted our whole position in southen Arabia becomes untenable, Progress being 
impossible until this point is decided, Commission have agreed to refer to respective 
Governments and await orders before meeting again,” 

Tt would appear that instructions given ‘{o Ottoman Commissioners include specific 
renewal of Sultan of Turkey's claim to suzerainty over whole southern Arabia, which 
British Government have repeatedly refused to acknowledge, Waliab has also reported 
fully by letter, and his Reports are being dispatched by post. 



















































No. 67. 
Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 19.) 


(No, 12.) 
(Welographic.) P. St. Pei 19, 1902. 

T HAVE just received «» Memorandum of the Finance Minister’s reply to a 
Memorandum on Persian pipe-lines, which I gave to Count Lamsdorff’ to show to him, 
as recording the language Thad used about the Persian Government being debarred by 
the D’Arcy Concession from granting the Russian bank, as a condition of a further 
loan, a Concession for a pipe-line to the south, and containing the text of Article 6 of 
the British Concession. 

Phe Memorandum says that, according to the information in possession of the 
Finance Minister the Russian Concession alluded to by me has been obtained by private 

i y the Banque des Préts. he Russian Government cannot. 
ion what its terms but as far as the Ministry knows it deals 
nport and transit of Russian oil, and cannot infringe D'Arcy’s 

Agreement with Persian Government, he only 





















isan Walk, with the 
rights, as, according to the terms of his 
received a monopoly as regards native oil. 


At my interview with Count Lamsdorff to-da 
the construetion of pipe-lines, our contention, whi 
contracting parties, was clearly borne out by Article 6 of the British Concession, and the 
decision of any question arising between them as to its interpretation was provided for by 
the arbitration clause of the Contract, nor did I see how their intention could be called 
in question, still less decided by any third party. 





lay I pointed out that, as regarded 
h was apparently admitted by both 















No. 68, 
Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 19.) 


(No, 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1902. 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despaten No, 40 

of the 8th instant on the subject of the Persian loan, I Lave put the questions contained 

in its last paragraph to Count Lamsdorff, after explaining the circumstances and reasons 
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of the inquiry in the sense of your despatch. At his request, and in order to facilitate 
his communication on the subject with Minister of Finance, I left with him a Memorandum 
of what E had said of the questions 

His Excellency told me, in the meantime, that the refusal to consent to the Persian 
Government increasing its general indebtedness during the currency of the Russian loan 
was, as far as he had understood from what M. de Witte had already said to him in 
conformity with a provision—one very usually inserted in similar financial transactions 
even when more solvent Powers than Persia were concerned—to that effect in the Loan 
Contract 

Treplied that I was unaware of this, but that, even were it the ease, Persia, under 
the Loan Contract of 1900, had the power to accept our offer if Russia consented, and 
we wanted to know why, under the circumstances, this consent has been refused, contrary 
to what we were led to expect from M, de Witte’s language to Mr. Hardinge, 

In order to show Count Lamsdorif the extent of the financial tutelage to which 
Persia was apparently being subjected by the extreme use of this provision in the Loan 
Contract, I mentioned to his Excellency what I had learned from the last part of Sir A. 
Hardinge’s telegram of the 16th, 























No. 69, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 20.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of telegrams 
from the Viceroy, dated the 19th February, relating to the Russian demand for n pipe- 
line in Persia, 


India Offic 











, February 19, 1902, 


Tnelosure in No. 69. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 


(Helographie,) February 19, 1902, 

HARDINGE'S telegram to Foreign Office of the 16th February, 

Does not Russian pipeline to Gulf fall under head of commercial monopoly or 
exelusive privilege in the south of Persia in which His Majesty's Government. liave, in 
paragraph 13 of their despatch of the Oth January, declared their inability to aequies 
It will be followed by demand for guard to protect it, particularly in the unsettled region 
between Shiraz and the Gulf. 























No. 70. 
India Office to Foreign Office — (Received February 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by d of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram te 
the Viceroy, dated the 18th February, relating to the Aden Delimitation Com 
mission, 

















India Office, February 19, 1902. 
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Inclosure in No. 70, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Brigadier-General Maitland, 





(Telegraphie.) 
‘YOUR telegram of 17th February. 
I presume that papers and Report will show clearly the position of places in 
dispute with reference to map inclosedl in Wahab's Report as printed in 1803. 


India Office, February 18, 1902, 








No. 71, 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Febrwery 20.) 






THE Under-Secretary of State for ty 
Secretary of State for Fore 
forwards herewith, for the infor 
letter from the Foreign Secre 
Aden delimitatio 

It is requested that these inclosures, which are sent in o 
this Office as soon as done with, 


India Office, February 19, 1902, 





presents his compliments to the Under= 
n Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

ion of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
ary, Caleutta, dated the 23rd January, relating to the 


















inal, may be returned to 


| 


Tuclosure 1 in No, 71. 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Helegraphie.) Calcutta, December 20, 1901. 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Sveretary of State in reply to Viceroy's 
telegram, dated 26th November, which was repeated to you 
telegram, dated 9th December : 


“ Aden delimitation, 
My view is that the importance of securing an outer line whi 

ighs any advantages of attempted tribal division, 

“Secondly, that we have appealed to Wahab line in past controver 


shown the map to ‘Turkish Ambassador, and are pledged to follow it 
it gow 











h Turkey will respeet 





5, anid even 
as far as 








‘Thirdly, that if the Commissioner agrees to an amendment of the li 
not object, and we ourselves may retire from the line at points if desirable, 

“Otherwise T agree to your proposals, except that a reservation of a final reference 
to the respective Governments must he qualified by above proposition, 

“As regards the Upper Yalta and Upper Aulaki, Lagree to the intimation, but if 
dificulties are raised as to the inclusions you propose, T would detach this portion of 
Protectorate from present discussion, 

“Tam awaiting Foreign Oifice concurrence in these views, and [ will telegraph on 





we need. 








receipt.” 


Second telegram, dated 17th December: 
“ My telegram of 9th, 


._., «Foreign Office coneur, but consider that number of points res 
Himited as much as possible, in order to avoid difficulties with Porte.” 





ved shoul be 





Please instruct Wahab accordingly, and inform Resident, 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 71. 





Government of India to Government of Boubay. 






(Telegraphie.) Calcutta, December 22, 1901. 
MY telegram dated 20th December: Aden delimitation. 

You should communicate to Wahab a copy of the Viceroy’s telegram to the Secre- 
tary of State, dated 26th November, communicated to you with my No. 27 ¢ of 27th 
November, and also copies of the Secretary of State's replies of 9th and 17th December, 
‘and should direct him to be guided by the instructions which they contain—that is to say, 
he should take the Viceroy's telegram of 26th November as indicating the aim to be 
attained, beating in mind'the views of the Secretary of State if points are disputed or 
difficulties ari 
















Tnclosure 3 in No, 72. 





Government of India to Government of Bombay. 








Calcutta, December 26, 1901. 





(Welegraphic.) 
YOUR letter 
‘Phe Govermnent of India are disposed to think that the advantages of completing 
the deliinitation within the forthcoming cold weather, if this be possible, exceed those of 
commencing at the northern, and of settling most disputed section, first, If it is thought 
that Turkish Delegates will be more amenable at start, then they will be as amenable 
for southern as for northern end, and the plain country may be got through with little 
ilelay, the increasing heat tending to accelerate the movement of the Commissioners to 
the hills, It is also possible that more friendly attitude may be expected in disputed 
section after Commissioners have got to know each other. Kinally, it is very desirable 
not to. RiGee ‘limitation over two cold weath Government ot juest that 
you will communieate these considerations to Colonel Wahab, and ask his views, If he 
Fomains strongly of opinion that delimitation cannot in any ease be finished this winter, 
‘nud that advantages of beginning at Kataba greatly outweigh drawbacks, Government of 
Tnilia will not press their objections. 
oy has shown this telegram to Governor. 





tion, 





































Inclosure 4 in No. 71. 








Brigadier General Maitland to Government of India. 















(elographi 

DEMATCANION of the frontier, 

T understand His Majesty's Government have decided on instructions to Com- 
inission, I trust whatever view they may take, surrender of the villages which belong and 
pay revenue to Amir D'hali will uot be insisted on, Effect throughout the Protectorate 
would be, in the existing conc! ing. ver al to our interests. If there is 
no other course, I hope Delimitation Commi ho allowed to obtain places 
itfully belonging to Amir by payment of compensation to Turkey in money or 
possibly in territory elsewhere on frontier. 


Aden, December 26, 1901. 





































Inclosure 5 in 










Government of India to Government of Bombay, 


















(Telegraphic. Caleutta, January 1, 1902 
MY telegram of the 22nd December: Aden delimitation, soa ae ae 
Kindly see that copies of the telegrams communicated to Colonel Wahab, are also 


furnished to the Resident, Aden. 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 71. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) Bombay, January 8, 1902. 

YOUR telegram: Aden delimitation. 

Resident at Aden represents that surrender to Turkey of villages lying outside 
Watab line, but in possession of or paying revenue, Amir D"Phali will have bad effect, 
and apprehends that it is impossible to anticipate Turkish Commissioners will agree to 
izive up places outside line unless compensation is offered. He urges Commissioners 
Should be empowered to offer compensation in territory elsewhere or in money, referring 
nount for approval of the Government of India. Letter follows. 








Inclosure 7 in No. 71. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


(Confidential:) 
Sir, Bombay Castle, January 8, 1902. 
1 AM directed to forward, for the consideration of the Government of India, 
copies of telegrams which have passed between the Resident at Aden and this Govern- 
‘nent regarding the instructions for the delimitation of the frontier of the Aden 
Protectorate, contained in your telgrams dated the 20th and 28rd December, 

‘be observed that General Maitland considers that the surrender to the 
wes outside Wahnb's line, which are now in the possession of or pay 
rovonue to the Amir of D’Thali, would have a bad effect ; and proposes that compensation 
Should be given to the Turks for such villages, either im money, or by assignment of 
forritory elsewhere. Tam to say that, in the absence of any definite information as to 
the number and value of the villages, it is difficult. to decide whether the course proposed 
hy General Maitland should be adopted or not; and there is no indication, of the 
‘ection in which it would be possible to provide territorial compensation, ‘The ‘Turkish 
Commissioners may prove more amenable than General Maitlind anticipates, and it 
understood that there are some villages occupied by the ‘Turks inside the Wahab's Tine, 
which may be set off against Amiri villages outsille the line. Tam to say, therefore, 
that in the opinion of the Governor in Council the consideration of General Maitland’s 
proposal may be deferred until the actual results of the delimitation in the Amiri 


country are known, 


































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. L. JENKINS, 


Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 









Tnelosure § in No. 71. 
Brigadier-General Maitlind to Government of Bombay. 


(Delegraphic.) Aden, December 26, 1901. 


DEMAR 





SATION of frontier. 

Tunderstand His M Yovernment haye decided instructions to Commissioners, 
L trust whatever view they may take, surrender of villages which belong to, and pay 
revenue to, the Amir of D'Thali will not be insisted on. The effect throughout the 
Protectorate would, in the existing circumstances, be very inimieal to our interests, Tf 
there is no other course T hope that the Commissioners will be allowed to obtain places 
rightfully belonging to the Amir by payment of compensation to the Turks in money, 
or possibly in territory elsewhere in the frontier. 

















——— 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 71. 
Government of Bowhny to Brigadier-General Maitland. 


(Telegraphic) December 27, 1901. 
YOUR telegram of the 26th December: Delimitation of frontier, 

Please see instruc m from the Government of India dated 
the 20th December, as modified by subsequent telegram, which allows deviation from 
Wahab’s line by mutual agreement. Please make further commu 
necessary, after consideration of instructions. 


















ee 
10 in No. 





Tnelo: 





Brigudier-General Maitland to Governnent of Bombay. 





Aden, Decenber 30, 1001. 
ARCA'TION of the frontier. 
T understand that Tis Majesty's Government have decided on instructions to Come 
T trust, whate Ws they may take surrender of villages which belong 

to Amir D'Phali will) not he Effect throughout 

Protectorate would be, in the existing conditions, running very inimical to our interests 
If there is no other course, I hope Delimitation Commission will be allowed te 
obtain places righttully belonging to. Amir by paymient of compensation to Turkey in 
money or possibly in territory elsewhere on frontier, 

















————— ee 





Tnelosure 11 in 





Government of Bombay to Government of India, 





ery 
TOUR taarrain oP Qe Seth Dec nber: Aden del 
Following telegram recived from Resident at Aden, 
have communicated at once with Governor of Yi 
that accordi ions of Turkish Governinent, inquiry and delimitation should 
commence Mbournood of Kataba. Wahab is of opinion that to press for 
Cimmencement on const would result in reference to Constantinople, and, consequently, 
fo auch delay, that object would be defeated, I eoneur, Ottoman, Comm 
ire not expected at: Sana until the t8th January, and ean hardly reach Kataba 


the Ist Febru Bi h Commission start end of this week. Will be at 
some days «i 


Bombay, Jenuary 15, 1902, 
mitation, 














nen who has replied 



































—— 
Tnelosure 





in No, 71, 


Government of Boubuy to Government of India, 


Bombay, January 18, 1902. 





(telographie.) 
FOLLOWING telegram received yest from Resident, Aden, 
_ Boundary Commission moves out to Sheikh’ Othman to-morrow, Governor-General 
of Yeweu wires: Ottoman Commissioners arrived Sana the 16th January last ; they will 
Kataba at the end of the month or at the beginning of February. 




















tuiia Office to Foreign Office (Received February 21.) 


THE Under-Seorotary 


of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for 


ign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
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forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caloutta, dated the 16th Janusay, relating 
to the recent visit to the Persian Gulf of the Russian merchant steamer ie 


India Office, February 20, 1902, 








es 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 72, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, December 28, 1901," 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for tlie information of the Gov 
India, a copy of a despatch, dated the 28th D. 
have addressed to His Britannie Majesty 
visit of the Russian merchant steamer 





mime! 
ber last, with inelosure, which T 
Minister at Tehran, reganding the recent 


T have, 
(Signed) 















A. KEMBALL, 





Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Sir, Bushire, Decenber 28, 1901. 

TIEAVE the honour to submit copy of a report on the recent visit of the Russian 
‘merchant steamer “ Sigrid” to the Persian Gulf. 

It appears that the Tine owning the “Sigrid” contemplates. maintaining 
fegular monthly serviee, principally between England and the Persian Gulf, and 
later on, if the venture succeeds, to include Russian and other ports as ports. of 
call, 

At present the lines which maintain a regular monthly service between England 
and the Gulf are those of Bucknall Brothers and of the Anglo-Arabian and Povsian 
Steamship Company, both of London. It is possible, therefore, that tho appearance 

the Russian line, which is reported to be subsidized by the Russian Government, 


cause some dislocation in the rates of freight between England and the Persian 
Gui, 
































©. A, KEMBALL, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General 
for Fars and Khuzistan, 


——<$<—<——— 








Tnelosure i in No. 72, 





Report on the Visit of the Russian Steamer 





igrid” (0 the Persian Gulf, 


THE “Sigrid” avrived in Bushire direct from Batoum on the Sst October, 
1901, having only called at Aden en route. Mer cargo eousisted of 75,415 cases af 
Kerosene oil for the firm of Haji Allana, of Bombay, hy whom the ship was chartered, 
12,000 eases were landed at Aden, 18,000 in Bushite, and the remaining 15,415 cases 
at Bussorahi, 

On Ner return joumey she is sid to have obtained 3,000 tons of grain and 
general eargo at Bustorah at a very low rate of freight, sid to be only 6s. por tory aed 
250 tons at Bushire, the latter being mostly for London, and freights ranging from 
Vis, to 30s. por ton. At the Island of Boo Moosa she shipped 620 tons of tel os 
also for London, 

From information to hand, it appears that the “Sigrid” is an English ship of 
about 1,800 tons, and belongs to a Russian Company, which owns somo. thireon 
iter ships of the same sort. “As she only draws 16) feet of water, slic is well adapted 
{ur work in the Persian Gulf, and was able to ship the G20 tons of ed oxide in two 
ays. 




















Ss 


















‘This ship does not appear to be 


n receipt of the same Concessions from the 
Russian Government as the “ Korniloif 


lately reported on, but it is stated that her 
Suez Canal dues were paid by the Government, and that there was some arrange 
ment that the Company should not be losers if the trip turned out to be a failure 
financially. 

Another ship of the same line is expected shortly ; M, Zeytoon, an 
who is agent for Messrs, Dixon and Co., hia accepted the local agen 
Company. 











rinenian, 
of this 















No. 78, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 





P Foreign Offs, Februa 
ARN from Sir H. D, Wolff that the Atabegi-Azam wish 
800,001. from Mx, D'Arey, who would lend this sum on the 
was filed in the British Lozation, and on the understanding 
southern customs would become liable in ease of default. 

I should like to know what your opinion of this idea is, and whether you think 
that it would stand in the way of the larger transaction, which, in the event of our 
Aisoussions with Russia coming toa satisfactory issue, might take place, 

Tn caso of default, would not the rovennes of the customs of one or two of the 
southern ports he sullicient scouvity 2 


1, 1902, 

to borrow 
ndition that the Contract 
that the revenues of the 





























No. 74, 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 21) 
(Pelographic.) _B, 
A TELEGRAM has been reevived from the Aden Delimitation Commission to the 





Foreign Office, February 21, 1902 





following effect :— 

“Mie fest mooting of the Commission 
‘the boundary betwoon the territory of the 
brought quder discussion, ‘The ‘Purkish Commis 
holonging to the Kataba district the whol 
‘Vheiv wis based on actual administration and on Bi 
tribal Chiets, ‘The + which we have collected 
ddministration. he Turkish Commission 
tion of Aden, all. Souther 
was only obtained by th ing permission of th 
con} depot there, and that the Emir and the Chiefs now and 
their country: under authority of arkish E 
that, in the present delituitation, the Ts 
nd our whole position in Sonthen 
their validit 

“the Commission have ag 
await onters before mestin 
dlveided.” 

‘Wo await a full report by mail from the Commissi 
































orte to establish a 
r British protection hold 














kish case 
alimbia becomes untenable 





ts on similar 
we admit 


id 














to their wspective Government 
ess is impossible until this point 



















No. 75. 


Indin Off 





to Foreign Offee 22) 





of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
v Porcion Affairs, and, by ‘ion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seerotary of State, eopy of a despatch 
to the Government of India, Secret, dated the 21st Februiry last, relating to the Turkish 
complaint nt incursion into ‘Turkish territory by Haushabis, 

vebruary 21, 1902, 
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Inclosure in No. 75. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 

(Seeret.) 
My Lord, India Office, February 21, 1902. 

IN continuation of my despatel, Seoret, of the 17th Jantuary last, I inclose a copy 
of « letter from the Foreign Office, communicating a report received from the ‘Purkish 
Government to the effect that two men of the Haushabi tribe recently crossed the 
frontier of Taaz, and committed murder and robbery in Turkish territory, 

T request that the Resident at Aden may be instructed to submit lis observations 
upon the alleged incident, ‘ 

\ copy of this despateh is being sent by this mail to the Resident at Ade 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON, 

















No. 76. 


India Office to Poreign Office —(Received February 





HE Under-Secretary of State for India pre n 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by a of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegrant 
from the Resident at Aden, relating to tho Aden Delimitation Commission, 

India Office, February 21, 1902, 






compliments to the Under 












Inclosure in No. 76, 





ident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilion, 





(Pelegraphi 
YOUR telegeam of the 18th February. 

eports are accompanied by small sketch map, showing boundary ¢ 

cloth, same seale as map in Wahnb’s Report of 1 

be applied to it, But best map for enoral reference is Wahnd's or 

inch, Aden Survey, published in six sl 


Aden, February 20, 1902. 








med by 
and can 
2 miles to 


































(Telegraphic) PB. Constantinople, February 22, 1902. 
ADEN dotinitation, Your Lonlship's telegram No. 21 of the 21st instant, 
‘The authority of the Ottoman G ent over th formupted for 







centuries and only resin 
would, in any case, be useless to embark on historical disci as 
I think, resist any attempt to enlarge scope of in 

aries by local investigation was the object of the C 
ustructions in this sense be sent to them ? 


thirty years after oir occupation of Aden ; it 















ny the 
iiasion. 








Should not 












do. 75, 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 22,) 





aphie.) P, Tehran, February 22, 1902. 
T AM given to understand that Mr. Darey in his offer, alluded to in your 
Lonlship’ stelegram No. 10 of yesterday, an offer which I hope may come off, made 





















































6 


the stipulation that the interest should be pai 
which lis Concession will render him 
to him onthe Southern Customs int 
present revenue from the Customs 
120,0001. u’, increasing y to 150,000/. a-year. Of that sum, 
the Lmperial Bank of Persia as interest for the loa made in April 1901. Tn the event 
of 5 per cent, orG per cent, being charged by Mr. Darcy, the sum he would 
default would be 15,0001, and atarge margin would still be left, ta 
5 per cent, on 500,008, inclusion of the s ties would 
be the best thing, as it is po 
one to which she could not raise obj 
‘The statement made to His Maj burgh by Count 
Tamsitorff, to the effect that a private establishiment ns obtained the Conceesio 
the pipe Tine, is, so the Grand Vizier says, false, IL Highness 
Russian Minister is con! nd for 
‘Phe Grand Vizier mue tussians that he 
sort with me, and the aboye remark fi 





hy deduction from the royalties for 
ble. ‘There need be no reason for a I 
ng with any-larger offer we might n 

the South may be estimated as bri 














ging in 
24,0001. goes to 
















































No. 79, 


Sir ls Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Receiced February 98.) 


phe) P. 





Tehran, February 23, 1902. 
TAM informed that the Abdulla Ali Reshdi, mentioned in your Lonts 
telegram No, 9 and dated the 20th instant, made several 
other priests from Herat at the time ofthe Rée . Tle was suspected of 
implication in the revolutionary agitation which too a fow months ago, Ie 
then fled from this place, Ther that he is th he would appear, how- 
over, to ho somewhat of an adventurer, He is au adherent of the late aq inimenl 
to the present SadreAzam, 


As hie might possibly pro 
proposed paper should | 
Tivo petted {hie tel 






is first appearance lieve wi 
trouble 




















of uso at Nejef, I venture to recommend that. the 
given to him by the Embassy at Constantinople, to which 
mh. 























No. 80. 


Sir cl, Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received February 23.) 





olexraphi i ‘Tehran, February 23, 1902. 
MU. YOUNG lias made a suggestion, which I consider & clever one, on the 
subject of the pipes jon. It is to the effect that, if necessary, the Govern 
terested might invite the Russian Company to eonchide an amicable arran 
I Mr. Darey and have the tise of his pipes for conveying theit oil, It would 
cost fle less to mike a junction with his pipes in Northern Por 
pits for their own use, and they ssoutld no longer have any exeuse for meddling 
South with that pretest, Wout your Lordship consider it worth while that Me 
should be made acquainted with this idea? The Russ 
Position of cmbarrassment if not seting bond fide. 
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No. 81. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 21.) 


(No. 9. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 13, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of my despatch No. 7 
of the Sth instant, a translation of the Grand Vizier's reply to my note of the 
20th November respecting the Tariff, our interests in the south, and Seisian, 

As already reported, the receipt of this reply was delayed’ by an alteration which [ 





had pressed for in the final passage about Sei 

In its original form this passage ran: “Your Hxecllency has written that the 
Persian Government should guarantee that the internal revenues of Seistan will not be 
pledged to any other Government. His Imperial Majesty was much astonished at this 
Fequest, since the Persian Government had never had any such intention, and considers 
it against its independence to agree to give such a guarantee,” 

1 asked his Highness to add to the words “to any other Government,” the words * or 
its subjects,” and to substitute for the concluding sentence, His Imperial Majesty vis 


























much astonished at this request, since the Persian Government has never had and hee 
not any such intention, and is of opinion that any formal documentar 
to this effect is unnecessary and inconsistent with his dignity as an 
Sovereign, 

The Atabs 


guarantee 
ndependent: 








-Azam accepted the amendment, merely substituling the wordy “the 











‘dignity of an independent Sovereign ” for thiose quoted above. 
The etfect of the amendment, besides the insertion of the important words “or its 
subjects,” is, I think, somewhat to strengthen the force, such as it is, of the assurance 





Persian Government, albeit only rather indirectly, 
deemed it worth my while to press for it, 

1 have at the same time the honour to ineloye herewith copies of the notes in 
which I have acknowledged the receipt of the Atabeg-i-Azam’s replies to my comunun. 
ations of the 20th November, 

Thave, &e, 


ned) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
———$<—___ 
Inclosure 1 in No, $1, 


gives us, and I therefore 











The Alabeg-i-Asum to Sir A. Hardinge, 





(franslation.) December 6, 1901, 
IN answer to the Memorandum dated the 21st November last, I have the honaur 
inform you that L have submitted the contents of it to my august Master, who bus 

heen graciously pleased to order me to answer them in the following tenns n— 

1, With rezard to the ‘Tariff; the Persian Governient, in view of its commercial 
nancial interests, had deemed it necessary to change its ‘Tarith; and on account of 
the priority of the Tureomanchai Treaty the negotiation in connection with this inatter 
was to be carried out first with Russia. "As soon as the new ‘Carff ix completo a copy of 
it will be communicated to you, 
You had stated that the Persian Government aust. in Southoru Persia, and 
especially in the Persian Gulf, give to that of Great Britain advantages whieh have been 
given to other Powers, ‘his statement not being cleat, I have to point out that sheaht 
such advantages be in conformity with the independence of Persia there will be nq 
objection to them, as usual; but if they are inconsistent with the independenee of the 
rian Monarchy they will not be given to the British G 
that they have not been given to any one it any part of Persia, 
our Excellency has written that the Persian Government should guarantee that 
nternal revenues of Scistan will not he pledzed to any other Government oy ite 
subjects, His Imperial Majesty was much astonished at- this request, sinee the Poniny 
Government had never had and has not any auch intention, and is of opinion that any 


formal documentary guarantee to this effect is unnecessary and inconsistent with tie 
dignity of an independent Sovereign, 


— 














































Qo 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. S1. 







Sir A. Hardinge to the Atabey-ieAzam, 









Tehran, January 13, 1902. 
T HAD the honour to reeeive on the Sth instant your Highness’ note of last month 
respecting the unwillingness of the Russian Government to give the consent which you 
considered necessary under the Loan Contract of 1900 to the acceptance by that 
of Persia of the ‘financial assistance offered by me on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government, 

Your Highness does not give me the text of the communication in whieh the reply 
as ‘conveyed, and T infer, therefore, thnt the information was verbal, I. should, 
however, be glad to be informed by your Highness of the grounds assigned for it 
the proposed security being one specially excluded from the scope af the Loan Contract 
in question, 

It is, of course, for the Persian Government to decide whether, assuming, as it 
‘appears to do, that the acceptance of an advance by a friendly Power from its revenues 
4s equivalent to the issue of a foreign loan (‘*émission d'un emprunt extériour), a point 
as to which lanyers might probably differ, it would be to ils advantage, in view of the 
fnet that Article 14 of the Loan Contract allows of the issue of a foreign loan subject to 
Imevious agreement (“entente préalable”) with Russia, to engage in any further 

seussion cither here or at St. Petersburgh with this object, or whether the terms of 
the loan which the Russian Government is, T understand, offering: make it preterable to 
‘aceopt the latter, 

So fac as His Majests’s Government is concerned, I believe f am expressing their 
Views correetly in saying that they have no desire to press on Persia financial assistance 
which she Nerself deems in any: respect inconsistent with her engagements tovanle 
anotiier Power, nor oppose ler raising a loan in ather ways, provided always that the 

nitions attaching to su wsaction are not, in their opinion, prejudicial to 
British interests or ealenat isturh the balance of power in Asia by restrictinis the 
rights of the Persian Monarchy as an independent Sovereign State, To what extent, if 
any, these rights ean be said to have been affected by Article 14 of the Loan Contract 
f -A100 and the interpretation apparently placed on it by the Russian Government ea 
inestion “as to which I do, not feel justified in expressing an official opinion without 
uathority from Iis Majesty's Govorament. { am, however, forwarding to London copies 
of the correspondence which has passed hetween your Highness and myselt on thie 
subject, 


















































































(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDING. 
ee ee 


















Inclosure 8 in No. $1. 









Sir A. Hardinge to the dtabege 





Your Highness, Tehran, January 8, 1902, 
1 HAVE iad the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Hishness? note, 
ilnted the Sth December, in reply to mine of the 20th November, on the subject of 


ae proposed rovision of the Persian ‘Tariff and other cognate British interests in 
Pers. 


V rogret that th 
proposed revision of the 
voneludi 
















Persian Government has not seen its way to negotiate the 
‘riff with Great Britain, as well as with Russia, before actually 
nt with the latter Power, which, if it should prove in any way 




























letrine i interests or directly or indireetly conilict with Article IX of « 
the Anglo-Persian ‘Treaty, may occasion embarrassing discussions 
1 note, however, the promise to communicate the ‘Tariff’ to Soon as it is 





complete, 
As regards the sceurity for our interests in those parts of Persia which are 
Geutiauous to our. frouticr Or in which our trade predominates, T have already ene 


eavoured to explain verbally to your Highness what { believe to be the mea 
Government ; but in order to prevent all pos 


Prepared, should your Highness desire it, to refer the point a; 
Aespate in which T forward your reply. "T sinat, howerer, te 
































etfilly demur to the 





7 


suggestion ‘that demands likely to be made by His Majesty's Government could be 
inconsistent with the independence of the Persian Monarchy, the maintenance of which 
has for so many years been a fundamental principle of British policy, 

Tnote with satisfaction your Highness’ declaration that the Persian Government 
will not alienate, and has never contemplated the alienation, of the internal revenues 
of Seistan to any foreign Government or its subjects, and I trust that His Majesty's 
Government will regard this assurance as sufficient, ‘ ‘ 

T need hardly beg your Highness to believe that. in asking for its embodiment by 
His Majesty the Shab ia formal guaranteo.1 bad no intention of making. any suggeie 
tion derogatory to the dignity of his Crown, 

i ak (Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
















No, 82, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 24.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, Tehran, January 
“1 HAVE the honour to tran: 





}, 1902. 
herewith a copy of a despatch which [ have 
received from His Majesty's Acting Resident at Bushire on the subject of the recent visit 
to the Persian Gulf (the second one sinco the now Russian service was inaugurated) of the 
steamship  Kornilot 












Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 82, 
Acting Consul-General Kemball to Sir A, Hardinge. 


No. Confidential. 

ge ) British Residency, Bushire, De 
I HAVE the honour to submit copy of « Memorandum. pr 

Sequeira regarding the recent visit of the Russian merchant. stea 

Porsian Gulf, ; ae ea 
Tr would appear that the “ Korniloff” during this voyage succeeded in obtaining a 

good amount of cargo for the return journey to Hurope. ‘The length of time, however, 

that she wasted in Bushire and elsewhere, appurently doing nothing, should, L imagine, 

preclude her present venture from being a remuneritive one, notwithstanding the large 

subsidy given to the Company awning the ship by the Russian Government. 

i T have, &e, 

(Signed) G, A. KEMBALL, 





ember 22, 1901, 
a by Vice-Consul 
Komiloft”” to the 





























Tnelosure 2 in No, 82, 








Memorandum by Viee-Consul Sequeira regarding the arrival in the Persian Gulf in October 


1901 of the Russian merchant steamer “ Kornilofi.” 


THIS vessel arrived at Lingal from Odessa on the 9th October 101, having ell 
Bunder Abbas, whore she landed 5,000 eases of kerosene oil, ; 
waite of Lingab, the local French Consalar Agent, the Mudir of the Customs, and 
r. Brown, agent of the German firm whose manager is Mr. Vonkhaus, visited the vessel, 
he landed at Lingah only three hales of cotton goods for a Persian. 
‘The Russian Viee-Consul for Bussoral, who was on board, requested the Mudie of 
ah custom-house to furnish him with a statewent showing the total value of 
carpets, shells, soft and loaf sugars, and, pears, imported into that port annually. But 
the Mudir referred the Russian Vice-Consul to the Director-General of Persian Gulf 
Customs for the required statist : 
The * Korniloff” left Lingah on the 10th October, and arrived at Bushire on the 
following day, She landed 12,000 cases of kerosene oil and 100 cases of glassware. 
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‘Two Russians, besides the Russian Vice-C sul for Bussorah (?), were passengers on 
board the ““Kornilofi” ‘The Russian Vice-Consul left for Bussorah by the mail steamer 
“Simla, 

The « Korniloff” left Bushire on the 291 October, and anived at Mohammerah and 

red off Failia, The two Russians landed at Mohammerah to proceed to Tehran yi 

a 

The Korniloff” thence proceeded to Bussorab, whence she returned here on the 
17th November. It reported that she did not succced in getting any c 
nientioning at Bussoraly 

She left this port on the 2ist idem, having taken the following caro :— 

4,600 bags of tobacco for Beyrout, shipped hy Messrs. Hotz, 

i 60 cases of gum tragacanth for London aud Odessa, shipped by Messrs, Hotz and 
others, 

17 bales of cotton for Odessa, shipped by M, Zeytoon’s cliente. 

2 eases of opium for Alexandria, shipped by: Messes. Mal 

M, Mocsmann, uanager of Messrs, Hotz, and the Russian doctor, left Bushive for 
Lingah on board the & Korniloff,” ‘d at that port on the 23rd November, 

At Lingal she took about 3,500 buys of tobueco, shipped by Messrs. Hotz, for 
Jeddah 5 also twenty bales of carpets, some gum, and thirty-two pilgrims for Jeddah. 

After two days’ stay at Lingab, the “ Kornilof!” proceeded to Bunder Abbas with the 

‘nw doctor and M. Moesmann on board, where 200 bales of Kupperah and cight bales 
of carpets were shipped by two Persians, 

She then proceeded to Jeddah and Europe. 


December 18, 1901, 





No. 89, 
Sir A, Harilinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 24.) 


11. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tehran, January 29, 1902. 

MY {elegtam No, 8 of the 28th January will have informed your Lotdship of my 
Feasons for earnestly deprecating any suggestion on the part of His Majesty's Govern 
ment for postponing the Shab's proposed visit to England, 

‘That visit nny have little or no yermanent effect. On the other hand, it is 
{ust possible that it niny prove-a turning point in our relations with Persia, Teappears 
wea t@ be at least worth our while to try to put it to the best  pecsible 
account, 

Tam bound to inform His Majesty's Government that the 
in the highest degree unsatisfactory, and even dangerous to British interestes thet the 
decomposition of Persia is proceeding with great rapidity and that unless the eountre, 
including the northern shores of the Persian Gulf and south-western land frontier of 
our Tudian by which the Russians ean turn the flank hanistan, is to 
econ a Russian dependency, we must be prepared riot merely to risk 

in the form of advances on inadequate security, hut perhaps also expend it ona 
fuirly"lavize seale for exelusively po from financial, returns, 

1 fear L have vearied your Lordship in insisting’ ai nauseam on the importance of 
Ariele 11 of the Russian Loan Contract, but it cannot he too constantly borne in aid 
that Uhis Article gives Russia a power of the purse which may almost be compared in 
its practical elfeet to. that possessed hy Pastiamwent in the British Constitutons and 
Fenders it nearly as difflenlt, under. present circumstances, for a Persian Grand. Visier 

nal resolution to resist Russian’ pressure as it would be for 
iglish Prime Minister to withstand the will of @ majority in the House of 
Commons, 

Like our Parliament mth century, M. de Witte, when he grants 
Sybvl requlves: of the Shah, as a pteliminary condition, “redress of grievances” te 
quiet words, the aurender to Russia of some iresh political advantage. ‘The leverage 
thos aciuired by hin is. beings used without scruple’‘or mercy in the present inetaree 
[Rt the purpose of extorting from Persia. a. preposterous Concession for bipectines te the 
Persian Cult, which will probably never be carried into actual effet, but pill, neverth a, 
loss, alforl an excuse for covering Southern Persia with surveyors, engineers weal 
broteeting detachments of Cossacks, and preparing a veiled military ocenpations. ‘The 


same leverage will doubtless be used, since there is no immediate prospect of a recestabs 
lishment of Persia's solvency, whenever Russia deems the moment opportune, for 
obtaining a coaling station on the Persian Gulf. Whether this is a thing to be resisted 
by us at any cost, or acquiesced in, is a high Imperial question beyond my province as a 
miere local Agent of His Majesty’s Government, and one on which I-can, therefore, 
afford to retain an open mind ; but it scems to me that if Russia is to be permitted to 
gradually approach, and eventually establish herself on, the Persian Gulf, 4 should be 
as the result of a fair bargain with ourselves, not in defiance of our opposition, and in 
irtue of the ascendeney at ‘Tehran which her monopoly: of the right to advance money 
to Persia gives her, 

Te was for this reason that I urged throughout the autumn with tedions iteration 
the necessity of a loan through the Imperial Bank, so arranged as not to seem {9 
conflict with the Loan Contract of 1900, as a means of stopping further horrowings from 
Russia, at_ least until the Shah and Grand Vizier could exchange views in London this 
summer with His Majesty’s Government, aad, perhaps, gain from a visit to England 
the strength and enerazy necessary for the defence of their own interests in which they 
are at present lacking, 

The offer which I was actually ordered to make, terrorize as they now are. by 
Russia, was, as 1 informed your Lordship in my telegram No, 79 of the 19th November, 
foredoomed to almost cerfain failure, but was, and is, valuable as an evidence of out 
continued practical interest, in Persia as a means which, had they dared or known how 
to use it, would haye enabled them to got better terms from M. de Witte, and, as 4 
basis, should a Minister less subservient to Russia take the place of the present Grand 

ier, for common action between Great Britain and Persia both here and. at 
- Petersburgh, with a view to the recovery of this country’s financial independence 

‘That stich a basis may yet be found should the Shah visit England, and emancipate 
himself during his stay there from the overshadowing: inflence of Russia, has b 
chief hope which tins sustained me duting the somewhat discouraging negotiath 
the last Few months. I have looked, too, as a consequence of the visit, ton rovived 
interest in Persia in our own city circles, which might help to extricate ‘her fh 
financial cmbarrassinents and to the establishment. of closer personal 
between His Imperial Majesty and myself. His avn shyness, the jealousy with which 
he is watched by the Russians, and the etiquette which hedges in an Eastern Monarch 
render absolutely impossible the establishment of such relations here; but if they wete 
once initiated in England they might retain a permanent character afler we hid hoth 
returned to Persia, 

T was confirmed in my belief as to the expedioney of the visit by he inform 
tion which reached me both from diplomati¢ colleagues ani from Persian sources tht the 
Russians were doing their utmost to prevent if, aud T was, therefore, ansious to tut 
that it should take piace by giving the Shah an immediate invitation fromm. he Kine 
and thus clenching the matter hefore the hosiile influcnees at work around. Ii 
aueceeiled in effeeti change in his plans 

It was accordingly a certain disappointment to me to learn that [fis Majesty's 
Government were disposed to dissnade the Shah from coming to England this summer, 
though T could not, of course, fail to recognize that his arrival just. after the Corona 
festivities would be very inconvenient, and that it would be better cateris parihus. 
his reception should take place, if possible, nest year. Against this consideration. T 
Yould, howover, respectfully set ‘the fact that even if it could, without offending the 
Shah, or collaysing altogether, be put off till then, Russian influence might have stow 
in the interval so dangerously strong that a situation susceptible of being repaired to-day 
might prove much hatder to repair'a year henee, Fvents, here are moving. s0 quickly 
that we can no longer afford to dally with them, 

T fear, however, that if the visit should fall. through, uot as it very possibly may 
Gring to difficulties on this side, but in consequence of the action of His Majesty's 
Government itsalf, the effect ou our position lier may be most unfortunate, A 
fuagestion by me that the Shah would do well to come to England, not now, but a year 
hence, would be understood hy him as an intimation that his presence was not desired, 
and would be made the most of by our euemies, as a means of embiltering him aguinst 
us, He has talked so much of his intended visit to London, that his failure a second 
time to obtain a reception at our Court just after numbers of Princes and Representatives 
of forcign States had been the honoured guests of His Majesty the King, would. be 
falling to his pride as a Sovereign and his vanity as a Persian, and might effectually 
prevent for some time to come any further attempts towards a rapprochement between 
his Government and ours. Whilst, therefore, I must nccds regrettully aequicveo, if sacl 
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ion of His Majesty's Government, in doing nothing actively to bring about 
it, and in the possible consequent abandonment of the hopes I had built on it, I 
would strongly urge that the initiative should not come from our side, and that if Tam 
sounded again on the subject I should he allowed merely to say that I await a formal 
intimation of His Imperial Majesty’ proposed programme, whieh, from all I hear, is very 
uncertain, before making any definite communication on the subject to my Court. 
From what I can ascertain as to the Shah's wishes, if the visit comes 
ly explain here the reasons which oblige it to be 
dle or end of July. 
it to His Majesty ei 








not be a long one, and I can 
confined to a short period in. the 
periol in London, including a v 
entertainment at th 
be pardoned for y 
inside of a week, after w 





her at Windsor or at Osborne, an 
Guildhall, and perhaps a garden party at Hatfield, could, if [ may 
nturing to offer these su, 











stions, be probably compressed into the 






the close of a fort 
ception, the more sue 





iglit's stay to the continent, ‘The more brilliant and impre 
essful from the point of view of the effect we would wish to 
Shah it would doubtless be, but even if it fell short of that twice 
futher, it would, I'am convinced, he more useful than none at all, 
easons [still trust that it may not fall through, or that if it does, this may be the 
Shah's own part to aband 











result of w decision of 
His Majesty’s Government, 





any step taker by 





ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 











Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 24.) 


Tehran, January 31, 1902. 


the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter which the Di 





‘Mio subject of m proposal made to 
Dopartient should 
vil Mobammerah 


the Persian Minister of Telesraphs that the 
Shuster, Dizful, 








‘ud work them in the same way as they do th 
1 that it would he of advantage th 
abably be kept und 
fore, the honour to 
1-Dosvloh's proposal 








ft these Tines shou! 
vision in good order, 
mat your Lordshi 
ation, in consnttation with His Majesty's 

with the Persian 





ld be so worked, 






ey of State for India, with a view to w possible arr 











ARTHUR H. HARDIN 















Mr. Barber to Mr. Bjinch. 





My dear Pinch, 
‘DHE Mukhbar asked me to yo and see him to-day, and the subject he mooted 
was the Boragjan-Alwiz-Mohaimerah a 
He wants to know the terms under w 

inntain these lines for hin and work them in 
Tsupposed that the oi 













r rms under whieh the G 
of India will work the li nds are that Persia shall pay all exp 


words, that the Government of India is pnt to no expense 





then asked if there is any 














ts a quid pro quo on that line 


with the Consul-Ger 
sudvantage could not bes 





at Meshed, and wanted to know 
ule to wccrue to it from the Ahwaz line, 
ined frou. its use is 

§ political advantage 











toplace, the Fao cable ; of cours 





iay also accrue, but that T did not 














mention to the Mukhbar, nor do I know what the Government of India would think it 
worth its while to pay for it, ‘The Mukhbar says he pays away money every year for 
the maintenance of these lines, for which he gets no retirn—the line seldom being in 
working order, I reminded him that, at your instance, T asked him a year or 60 ago the 
terms on which he was prepared to hand over the line to, us, and that he had promised 
to let me know them, but had failed to do so, ‘The fact is he cannot, or will not, afford 
the necessary sum to maintain the line, and has no one sufliciently trustworthy to pub 
in charge of it, while the Shah is evidently put out at not being’ able to cominunicate 
with the Governor of Arabistan which is, no doubt, of much importance to him, 

Tt seems to me that the first thing to be done is to find out if the Ottoman Gavern- 
ment is prepared to let us cross the Shat-ul-Arab, either at Mohammerah or Bussorah, 
by a cable ora span, If its consent is given, it will be worth our while to come to an 























arrangement with the Persian Government, if not, the only terms on which we ought 
to undertake work on the line are that Persia pays all expenses, unless the Govern 








ment of India likes to pay something for the political advantage as I said above, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) 1. C. BARBER, 
















No. 85. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 24.) 


(No. 14. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 1, 1902, 

LIFAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No, 2 
of the 6th ultimo, which reached me two days ago. 

T thought it est to communicate its contents to the Grand Vizier in the actual 
language used by your Lordship, which was more likely to impress him than any words 
of mine, and I aécordingly took a Persian translation of it with me yesterday to the 
werview whieh he gave me and the gist of which I had the honour to report in my. 
telegram No. 4, 

His Highness listened with yery great attention to the reading of this translation by 
Abbas Kuli Khan, and said that. he must show it to the Shah or obtain an audience for 
ne to lay it before His Majesty, He asked me to let him have a copy. 

Tsaid that (was not authorized in so many words to do this, but in view of the 
permission given me to place the despatch at my discretion before the’Shah and his 
Ministers, I had little doubt that if 1 telegraphed to your Lordship I should be allowed 
to leave @ copy with the Persian Government for its confidential information, As 
regarded an audience of the Shah I was, of course, at His Majesty's orders whenever he 
should deign to send for me, 

A lone conversation followed, most of which was on the Grand Vizier's part, He 
repeated what he has told me every time we have discussed the subject, how the refusal 
of England to grant a loan two years ago without control, combined with certain demands 
by my predecessor which had offended the Shab, had driven His Majesty into making 
the Loan Contract with Russia and thus disturbed to our detriment the balance of influence 
which it had always been His Highness’ own object to preserve. He reverted to the 
ciforts he had made last autumn to obtain a loan from the Imperial Bank of Persia on 
account current, to his hopes that M. Rabino’s recent visit to England might have led to 
some offer from London which he could have accepted without violating the letter of the 
Russian Loan Contract, and to the difficulties which he experienced owing to the necessity 
of satisfying the Shah's demands for money, and the rapacity of the Royal entourage, He 
compared His Imperial Majesty to a spoilt child who wanted a sparrow and would not be 
happy till he got it, “If Twere Shah,” he said, 1 should not have squandered the 
revenues, I should not have borrowed money to spend it in useless objects, L should not 
now insist on going to Europe. But what éan I do? If, in order to avoid a foreign 
loan, increase taxation, I shall create troubles which we have not the armed fores to 
stamp out; if I reduce expenditure, { shall offend a host of powerful vested interests, and 
if | fail to provide the Shah with money { shall lose his confidence, As regards intornal 
reforms, ever since I resumed office three years azo, my time has been $0 taken up in 
negotiating, in the face of immense difficulties, foreign loans to meet the deficits resulting 
from the Shah’s prodigality, that I have been unable to attend to much else.” 




































Z asked if it would not he possible to provide funds for the Royal jo 
completing the Russian loan, ‘Me. D'Arcy T observed, had, | knee, oherea ponte 
without security, if the Persian Government would grant him the Ahwas Barrage Con. 
cession, given by Na it, Shah, to the late Dr. Tholozan, but never utilized by the 
latter, ‘The Grand Vizier said he owed the Banque des Préts over 200,000/., borrowed 
on account during the autumn (see wy tclegranns No, 67 of the 23rd September, 190}, and 
No, 2 of the 27th January, 19 ich would have, if the loan negotiations fell throus 
10 be rep ely, and Llmow that he has further borrowed about 40,0002 
from the Moscow International Bank, a private Russian concern hh 10 will 
Have te pay on the 18th infant, This, plus the exyenses of the. Shah's journo 
necessitate the raising in some other quarter of a sum 1 
Ut, The 100,000, affered hy Mr D'Arcy woul terete Bens im 
the Shih, to whom the Ahwaz proposal had been’ submitted, ed it, 
while the loan negotiations were still proceedine, as likely to lead to fresh eo1 
and, perhaps, harder demands fiom Russia, With regard to another prop 
Me, D'Arcy iad made to, advan aun of money on the security of the 
royally jasnble by his Oil Company, he vas willing to consider the suggestion, which 
inant easly lord a way ont of his diielien; bat T cou see that he was not 
Ho then went on to speak of M. de Witte’s demand for a pipectine 
ths: Gui allboueh non oral eas v praca ee toe Re ne 
sven Ma Conf al Memorandum on the sujet for the Shah, @ copy of w 
lave the honour to inclose herewith, and with which he thoroughly agreed, He di 
not, he observed, Hold M, Naus! view that Mode W PS ean Ae Smee 
Without violin Mr, D'Arey’s Concession, ‘Phe Russian Legation had recived a lewal 
opinion from Russinn lawyers to that effect whiek he had not yet seen, but the con 
which he would eonininieate to.1¢ ws soon as he received it, He was still unt 
Rt, Petersburgh Uhrough the Mushir-uleMulk that this condition. should not. he avsited 
upon, anid his views were shared both ly the Russian Minister hore, and by Count 
Tamsdort, but the latier was not strong enough to prevail ay Witte, who, on 
hese matters, Was apparently all powerfal with the Kmperot, Hest 
strictest confidence, make a suggestion, it seemed to him that the British Ainbaccadee 
At St, Petersburgh, as representing « country whose interests were diteetly allveted. by 
the demana, might fd cans of representing to. His Imperial Majesty the « peliancy 
ing its aceeptanee a xine ud non of the loan. He “told the Russia 
Werninent that Cit wa xo treated ke negotiations would hare: ta ha eta toa 
the Shah and Comt insisted on Tiaving the money: for their European tour, and 4 
might, therefore, however unvillingly, lhe forced to yield. Se ae a 
Vaid feared that even in this casi it not obtain the funds in time for the 
oun ean opinion from an English King's Counsel, 
Mr, ( y of which is annexed), to the contrary effect to that given by 
inn auyers, and us Article 17 of his Concession provided, in the event o rf 
renew viens hetyeen the patos as to is nea rbitration, hie would 
probably deniand it, aud even if the decision were eventually unfavourable t0. him, cong 
time would probably clapse before the Axbit xave it, Meanwhile, T would mention 
to your Lordship his Higlness’ sugestion. that ake the matter 
up at St. Petersburgh. I myself hind so fir avoided saying anything about it te use 
Kussian colleague, ay T did not know how far my interference would be useful, but | wed 
prepared, if 1 eould ho of any assistance, to discuss it with M. Argyropoulo, His Higlnecs 
sil might later on ask nye ty do so iF other, means ie, ut for the present he 
oul sather stunt not, Ml Argyropouto mas loneter, amare that he had formed 
Our conversation was throughout conducted in a spirit of the i 
Int his Highness, notwithstanding the buoyancy of fee aati eed as the 
Most trying moments, loft upon me the impression of bein a good deal harassed. anal 
depressed, “Some differences with the Shah and the Royal household, whieh I 
renting i separate despatch a gravated the difficulties of his position, 
a magine he was not altogether insincere in saying that he w : 
ints ywbiae ie, if reekgasion ald aot in his caee attostconoey gao cents 
‘consequences of t serious character, a 
___ Lhave, &e. 
(Signe ARTHUR H, HARDIN 


7 
Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 


Memorandum for guidance of Abbas Kuli Khan (Assistant Oriental Secretary) in conversation 
with Grand Vizier, dated January 26, 1902. 


AS regards the question of the pipe-line, I have communicated, as authorized by his 
Highness, with Mr. D'Arey, and I now learn by telegram that that gentleman as also 
taken legal advice. Mr, Crackenthorpe, King’s Counscl, a leading English lawyer to 
whom he has submitted Lis Concession, has expressed a decided opinion that the grant 
to another foreign Company of a right to construct. pipe-lines in the sonthern provinces 
for petroleum, whatever its origin, would be a violation of the contract entered into by: 
the Persian Government, A full report of his arguments will reach me in a wee 
or 80, 

T wish, however, to point out that my chief objection to this Russian demand has 
nothing to do with Mr. D'Arey's Concession, I should object to it, as English Minister, 
uiteas strongly asif Mr. D'Arcy had no Concession at all, as liaving clearly political ant 

merely conmercial objects, and as, therefore, fraught with danger to Persia, As a 
business scheme it is absurd, and cannot pay ; probably the tine will never be laid dow 
But it will aford the concessionnaires au excuse for sending a host of engineers and. su 

mpanied by small Cossack detachments for their protection) on to the coast 

ian Gulf, and if they wet into trouble with the natives there, for establishing a 
disguised military occupation, If to this it is answered that the same may be said of 
Mr, D'Arey’s Concession, T reply (1) that this private speculation was not actively 
supported by my Goverment in the sonse of their insisting on the grant of the 
Concession; and (2) that if we wished, which we do not, to establish ourselves in armed 
occupation of the south, our basis is the sea, and we should do it from there and not 
from the land side, 'Theadvantage of the D’ Arey Concession is that it wives the Persian 
Government a good exeuse for refusing the Russian demand, on the ground that the 
lawyers differ on the subject (and that these differences ean only be settled by long 
litigation) without offending Russia by implying suspicion of her seeret political designs 
in relation to this proposal. {t wvould be hotter anyliow hefore agreeing to it to sce what 
can be done by personal discussion in London this summer, on his Highness! part or 
mine, with a view to obta yy for Persin without viointing the loan contract 
Russia, ‘To-day’s telegrams prove tint the British Government and Parliament are alive 
to the importance of affairs in Persia, and it would be a pity tor the Persian Government 
to take any step at this moment’ of a nature further to alienate England and 
destroy Persia's credit with London capitalists, before trying the effect of the Shab's visit 
to England, or if His Majesty prefers not to go to London hi of an unofficial, but 
not necessari tive, ‘visit from his Highness, who could easily go over from 
Contrexoville for a few days to exchange views with the English Cabinet, 


(Note—Abbas Kuli Khan was not authorized to leave 
with the Grand Vizier, but his Highness took down notes of its contents for communi- 


ation to the Shal.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 
Opinion by Mr. Crackenthorpe. 


LAM of opinion that the construction by Russia of the suggested pipe-line from 
Baku to the Persian Gulf would, unless consented to by Mr. D’Arey, be an unlawful 
interference with the exelusive right conferred on him by the Cone 

By Articles 1 and 2 this right extends “throughout the whole of the Persian 
Empire up to the Persian Gulf,” 

By Article 6 an exception is made in favour of five named provinces, but on the 
express condition that no pipe-lines shall be constructed by the permission of the 
Persian Government which shall abut on the south const of Persia, 

It follows that any extension of a foreign pipe-line up to the Persian Gulf, without 
the consent of Mr. D'Arcy, is as much prohibited hy Article 6 as by Articles 1 and 2, 

‘The contrary opinion can only be arrived at by assuming that this Concession ix 
concerned only with mineral products found inside the Persian territory, and has. no 
application to those products imported into Persia from the outside. 

(1528) 5 





eat tls were 60. « petroleum field existing north of, but close to, the Persian horder, 
might be developed by a pipe-line laid by the side of the pipe-line of the eoneescionnaire, 
throughout its entire length, and the oil so conveyed might be shipped for sale on the 
shores of the Persian Gul? in competition with Mr. D'Arey’s oil 

A result 40 prejudicial to the Concession conld not have been intended by the 
partie 

Consequently, even if the suggested pipe-line were not opposed to the letter of th 
Concession, it would be opposed to its spirit, and its acceptance would lay the Persian 
Government open to an iniputation of bad faith which might prove a serious hindrance 
to the success of any future negotiations with foreigners which it might desire. to 
couduet, 

(Signed) M. CRACKENTHORPE, 
65, Rutland Gate, January 14, 1902, 





No. 6 
Sir A. Heardinge to the Marquess of Lanslowne.—(Received February 24,) 


No. 16.) 
My Lord, 
THE Grand Vizier informed me, in the course of the i 
honour to report in my last preceding despatch, that. the Russian L 
tho attention of the Persian nment to the preseneo of a In 
pues at Iapatiin, and had said that the Russian Government might bo eonpelled 
to place an equal number of Russian Cossacks th 
1 d that the Russian Consul at Ispaban had been the first to introduce a 
guard of Russian Cosseks, and, on his Uf pressing some doubt as ty the 
aecumey of this statement and suggesting that the zuards sfere Persian Cossneke L 
assured him that 1 had verified my facts and that he could do so by writin tothe 
Zilos-Sultan, Tadded that in Khorasan hoth the British and. Hussian Consutlee 
Coneral had guards composed of regulars from their respoctive armies, but that it wee 
uot contemplated at present to furnish Tndinn guards to other Consulat 
in, unless the Russians obliged us to do so by sending Cossacks to their Coneutncn 
in the south. : 
Che Grand Vizier said he had deprees sation with my 
colleague, the despateh of a Russian Coss rd equal in number to th 
fancors at Ispahan. [ romorked that if the Russians. ins 
wherever wo Hind Tndian Lancers we could claim to. plac ious 
places in the Interior of Khor everal times had the honour to 
voint out to him, Russian quarantine guards stil existed. 1 sould, howeree he 
prepared to recommend to your Lordship the withdrawal af 
on two conditions—(1) the simultaneous withdrawal of every Risin and 
(2) the establishment of a Persian force equal in sumber to the Persian <occk 
Trigade, and ‘is many Bi esas that Wrigade had Russi 
Buglish Colonel or Licutenant-t the same rank as General Kossikorsky ot his 
snecessor, = 
Thave, &e, 
(Signet) ARTHUR I W1 





No, 87. 


Sir. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 24) 


(Xo. 10) 
ly Lord, Tehran, February 2, 19 
| HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to me tenet Nol of 
the Alst December, a copy of a further tel n recently received by me from His 
Majesty's Acting Resident at Bushire on the subject of possible disturbances in Arabistan, 
should His Royal Hi hucss the Snlur-ed-Dowlel proceed further south, 3 
I sent the reply, of which « copy is inelosed Nerewith, to Mr. Davi 


i fter a short 
conversation on the subject with his Highness the Atubes ileum, iter bepats 


‘The latter seems to. 
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think, in my opinion mistakenly, that the danger of an Arab rising is a mere pretext put 
forward for his own personal purposes by Sheikh Khazal; but, apart from this question, 
he declared himself strongly opposed on general grounds to the Prince's going further south 
than Shuster, and he said hic had already instructed His Royal Highness to that effect, 
Under these circumstances, it will, I think, be best that I should say nothing for the 
present to the Persian Government respecting British mediation and guarantees, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) " ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 87. 


Acting Resident Davis to Sir A, Hardinge. 
(No. 9.) 
(Telegraphic.) Bushire, January 29, 1902, 

VICE-CONSUL, Mohammerah, writes that position there is still eritieal, Sheikh is, 
in great perplexity and asks if we ean give him no advice, and propounds the following two 
questions :— 
ie (oAgalcaran Gade fentialy British, would not this fact give British Minister 
right fo move in the matter, which is likely to cause whole Arabistan to be in revolt for 
some years ? 

2, Could not. British Minister act as intermediary between Arabs and Persian 
Government? Sheikh adds if Goveroment would telegraph semi-oflicially, Prince will 
hot enter Arab districts, and would ask Arabs to send Agent to Tehran to state their views 
on Customs questions, or would send offcial, not Motisham Wuzireh, to hear Arab views 
and diseuss question ; he might be able to reassure Arabs, But if Arabs, knowing what 
Persians are, re ve them, there would still be difficulty. If British Minister 

such assurance from Government it would bo good and Arabs would 

Sheikh thinks as long as Prince does not come beyond Shuster he can hold 

but if he does he can do nothing,“ Persepolis” has returned here to-day, which 
1 good effect. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 87, 
Sir A. Hardinge to Acting Resident Davis. 
February 1, 1902, 
ce will not go south of Shuster, and that he will be 
lid 10 receive representative of Sheikh at Tehras, 
is of British mei nd guarantee can only be answered after reference 


to His Majesty’s Government, Meanwhile Sheikh ean keep Arabs quiet by assurances 
given above, 





No. 88, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 24.) 


(No.17. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, February 4, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Confidential Memorandum by 
Mr. Grahame, giving an account of a conversation on the present state of affairs in Persia 
Which he has just had with his Excellency Mukhtar-es-Sultaneh. This exeMinister, who 

nished to Kelat-i-Nadiri at the beginning of last year, on the pretext of being 
ible for the anti-Jewish riots which occurred at that time in Tehran, but was 
fed to return after a few months, has, I believe, always been well-disposed to 
terests, and was, | am infored, much esteemed by Sir Mortimer Durand, as one 
igh Persian oficial, 

probable early downfall of the Ataby 

F persous, who believe that it is certai 
the event of his failing to procure the funds required by the Shah for his European tour, 
aud may even take place within a month or less. Lain told by an informant, who had it 





irect e has spoken to him of te very dit ly 
his Grand Vizier, ax having deceived and fooled hian and it fs rideat ome as eas 
own remarks to me that his relations with His Imperial Majesty and with the courtiers 
«ven those who ae in his ova pay, in the last few days been somewhat strained, 
his is due, partly to the marks of favour recently shown by the Shab to the Hakineule 
Mulk, whom he honoured by dining in his apartments at Doshan ‘Tepe, and. be the 
Hestowal of a valuable diamond ying, and partly to His Majesty's action in appointing, at 
the in n influential intviguers, a subordinate wiember of the Government, 
Vai mi, to. the post of Vazir-i-Delter, or Minister of Finanee, behind the buck 

and against the wishes of the Grand Vizier, So hopefial was the Opposition at thece 

toms that its: leaders wei frecly a few days ago of the Atabe: Il as imminent, 
and discussing the Ministry: which should succeed him, in which the AlacesSaltanehe 
Persian Minister in London, was mentioned as Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Nacical 
Mulk 2s Minister of Finance, and the Ain-ed-Dowlch, who has now ueain tanges) hinealE 
on theirs an either President of hele proposed Council or War Minister and 

chief, Wor the present, however, their ealeulations appear to have ts 
an eral ites give him, lefeaterl his adversaries and prevailed ou His Majesty 
HO OHTA AGLetncat ne Vazir=i-Bi }pointment, but to order both that Minister and 
He Ainiecd-Dorwlel to ness’ parow) for the intrigues in which they had engaged 
ae Hi [seem tone sh does dismiss. the Atabeg, it will only be 

fusing him an audie a8 once he pears it ce yal presence ers 
influence utvays els in bs Viorys n= “Peewee fhe Royal presence his. yertona 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


——————————s 


Tnelosure in No, #6, 


Memorandum by Mr, Grahame of Conversation with the Mukhtar-es-Sultanch, 


(Confidential.) 
1 HAD ‘an interview of more than an howe this afternoon with Mukhtar-es 
wh, formerly Minister of Police, and an old nequaintance of mine, whom [ have 


Hot till now had an opportunity of seeing since his return, in November 19 
Ha Gl PL 5 i since his return, in November 1901, te 


Views on Situation. 


short conversation on private matters T broached the questi i 
: s T broa question of the public 
bration, Mukhtarcs-Sullanch sid that it was one in regard t0 which hl stati 
otter Persians, was in, otter dismay, He reminded me that, at the request of 
Sir IL. M, Durand, he had, previously to the former Russian Jono, spoken personally 
to the Shah and ted that the money could be obtained from England. By so 
doing, he (Mukhtar: tanch) had incurred the resentment of the Sadr Azam, and 
paved te way for his own subsequent misfortunes, A further loan appeared to hitn fatal, 
Me, like many others, could not uinterstand the apparent indifference of England to her own 
Interests and these of Persia, ‘he dinnution of our prestige fn Persia since the ealape 
of the Tobacco Regie was due to our own negligence. We had be i is of 
the advance of Russi eae eae 
“Since you ask my own opinion," he said, “£ think the pre 
w your ask my ion," he said, “{ think the present moment is an 
occasion for immediate andl energetic action, You should put heatt into the Shai: for he 
has ne. Throw a stone, Wake bin ups he is asleep. Now isthe time.” 
___ “By putting heart into the Shah," 1 asked, “doy ura 
meat ed, “do you mean encouraging him or 
“T mean both,” replied Mukhtarses-Sultanch ; “I mean give hi 
0 Mukhts ane 5 ca him courage, frighten 
im use any cans your power. Make divet presentations to him that a fresh oan 
from Russia means binding Persia hand and foot—the entire suctif is own i 
ta as 1g nlite sacrifice of his own inde 
snake coined, in of mine, “iF you cannot yourselves 
ake su wel rep some neutral Power, trieudlily inclined 
towutds England, to make such represeutations in your interest? It there is no Power 


sl 


which will take such a step out of friendship for you, there may, perhaps, be some who 
would do it out of envy of Russia.” 

Tn reply to a question from me as to unrest in Shiraz, Mukhtar-es-Sultanch caught up 
my words and said, “ Unrest in Shiraz,!—you mean the imminent prospect of troubles, not 
only in Shiraz, but in Arabistan, Luristan, Khorassan—in fact, in every province of the 
Kingdom. It is only a matter of degree.” 


Influence of Clergy. 


T inquired if, in his Excellency’s opinion, the power of the clergy in Tebran and 
Ispahan was as great as at the time of the Tobacco Regie, Mukhtar-es-Sultaueh pointed 
out that on that occasion the Russians, tlie clergy, and, most of all, the want of tact of th 
concessionnaites, had conspired to wreck the scheme, which, in his opinion, might by a litt 
concession to local customs and prejudices, a Tittle diplomatic delay in a gradual (as against: 
a too abrupt) application of restrictions, lad proved profitable both to the Company and 
to Persia. “Had it succeeded, i i Yoan 
from anyon: 

As rezanls the Mujtahids in Tehran, there could be no doubt that Seyyid Akbar's 
influence was considerable, and also that of Seyyid Muhanad ; so, too, but in a lesser 
degree, that of the Tmam Juma, 

Questioned by me as regards the amount and conditions of the contemplated Russian 
Joan, Muklitares-Sultaneh replied that he had recently boen ingore thatthe amount was 
5,000,000 tomans, of which either 1,000,000 or 2,000,000 tomans were to be kept ba 

ns to be supplied by Russia, “Such condition," he said, with 
tion, “was in itself a shameful one, Persin did uot require more guns, Every 
tribesman capable of using a gun already possessed more than one, varying in value froin 
21. up to 1001,” 

Tasked i his Excellency had heard of a stipulation by which 2,500,000 or more 
were to be kept back from the proposed loan and applied to building barracks in and 
otherwise strengthening (on plans furnished by Russia) the Gulf ports. ‘1 had not 
Theard of such a suggestion,” he replied; “but T think it is very likely to be tru 
"The Russians are always telling us that our southern and eastern frontiers are at your 
mercy. Latterly they have represented the troubles on the Beluch fronticr as having been 
stirred up by the English,” 

Jn reply to a question by Mukh Sultaneh as to why we did not oursel 
forward at this juncture with an offer of money, {informed hin confidentially 1 
hhad been some pourparlers as regards such a step on our patt, but that the Atabeg. 
had subsequently informed us that the stipulations in respect to the existing Russian loan 
debarred the Persian Government from accepting money from us, Hig Lxeelleny 
suggested that if the Persian Goverment could not borrow from another Goverincnt, 
perhaps the n nt get assistance from the English nation, und again dwelt om the 
great importance to us of stopping the proposed now loun. Spealiiny of the coolness 
reported to exist between the Shab and the AtabexsieAzim), Mukdhtares-Sultanch 
said that this was now a water of public notoriety, that it was difficult to say who 
could replace the Atabegei-Azam, the days of whose power, however, appeared to be nbs 
numbered. 

‘The Amin-ed-Dowleh might return to power, but we all knew him when at work. 
He had been, and probably would again be, favourable to British interests. He was a man, 
of excellent ‘iieas, but failed to get them put into practice, ‘1 would remind you,” 
he said, “of our Persi ‘While the sage is pondering how to cross the 
stream the madman jumps it.’ We want practical people in a countey like Persia.” 

Before taking miy leave T requested permission to report confidentially wo His Majesty's 
Minister the views expressed to me by his Excellency. a 

Mukhtar-cs-Sultanch replied, “Inot only give you leave, but L beg that you will do 
so. Indeed, 1 had been thinking of making an ‘opportunity of communicating them 
directly to His Majesty's Minister, but T ain deterred by personal motives from taking such 
a step. 1 ain watclied on ull sides. Even this call of yours will be noted, and I 
must beg that if anything is said you will wake it understood that your visit to me 
referred to private business connected with the purchase of the Consular buildings in 
Ispaban.” 

Tehran, February 3, 1902. 
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No. 89, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received February 24,) 


(No. 18) 
My Lord, 


towards realization, 
the 


as an enemy of this 
whose support he purchased last summer, ag I reported a 
0 108 of the th aly last jibes 
* ie cd-Dowleh, who has for a long time bec v jing a 
displacing the Atabeg, though outwardly professing to be his ally, has within the hat fon 
days shown his hand, and drawn closer to the Court opposition,» 
_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 

















No. 90. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lunsdowne.—(Received February 24.) 


(No. 16, 
My Loi Tehran, Febru 
Py ‘ ra ‘*bruary 4, 1902. 

1 HEAR ftom farious soures that some of ths clergy are bez ft talk ct, 
‘against the Russian loan and proposed royal journey to Europe, anil that the 
are trying to disarm their hostility by bribes, J i SNE 
__ _Ehave the honour to inclose ‘a translation 0 
formed, been sent on the subject to the Shal 
instigation, 

T am endeavouring to aseert 














seditious letter which has, I am 
and which is ascribed to clerical 





eavo n the views of the leading Ulema here, but, up t 
present, T ant inclined fo believe that the jealousies and want of unity among ther 
to the absence of any leader able to take the initiative, such as the late Mirza Hassan 
Astin, will check nny collective Action even in the form of respectful representations to 
Shalt with a view to preventing fresh concessions to Russia, unless stich neti 
be inspired by the great eclesistics of Nejol and Kerbela, By cae 
\s regards the lower classes, the discontent among them which h i 
caused anxiety fo the Persian Government, aud which was largely dear cones 
of provisions, will be greatly diminished by the prospect of an abundant water 
sup fa good harvest next summer, as the result of the heavy snowfall of the last 
fortnight, 








_— Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
———— 
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Tnclosure in No, 90, 





Seditious Letter sent to His Majesty the Shah, 
(Translation.) 
Your Imperial Majesty, 

ALL the Persian nation and the whole of Islam throughout the world congratulate 
your Imperial Majesty from the bottom of their hearts on your glorious reign! 

From the day when you ascended the throne of the ancient and puissant Kings of 
Persia till now five years have passed. You have expended 150 korours in cash, and, 
moreover, you hiave contracted debts to the amount of 70 korours, and now, by afurther 
Joan of 22 korours® of tomans from Russia, you are about to sell the Government and 
the faith of Persia to Chiri n whim and caprice. A hundred thousand 
congratulations on your Imperial glory and justice. ‘Truly you have merited the title of 
“Glory of the Sovercigns of Persia,” 

Your Majesty wight, by the expenditure of those 150 korours of tomans, have 
carried a railway line through all the provinees and towns of Persia, or have increased 
the number of the National Army to 500,000, and then have turned your thoughts to 
the conquest of an Empire, have extended the Kingdom of Persia, and included 
Afghanistan, Varkestan, and Bagdad within its boundaries, 

4 thousand times alas! You have brought down the time-honoured name of 
Persia to the dust, cast the ruins of the Kingdom of Persia beneath the foot of the 
Emperor of Russia, and darkened the day of Islam and of Pers 

For what public expenditure has your Majesty disbursed in one year 12,000,000 
tomans, and moreover, taken in the year 10,000,000 tomans in taxes ? 

* . . 





























Al: 

















. 

And now you are again contemplating a loan of 11,000,000 tomans, by which you 
ease the other half of your kingdom for a given sum to Russia, and would betake your- 
self to Europe with a liaudful of gold to enjoy yourself, If it is to show off yourself and 
your favourite Ministe Atabeg-isAzam, you have already been to Europe once, and 
all this was for a mere and you did not increase your glory by seeing Wurope; and 
now you would again betake yourself to Europe at the instigation of this son of a 
Georgian betrayer of his faith and country; and no doubt, in reply to the foolishness of 
this son of a Georgian, all for the sake of bolstering up his own tenure of office, you 
would hand over all the kingdom duly mapped out to Russia, and by frittering away 
your power little by little you have afforded this son of a Georgian an_ instrument for his 
‘own purpose, and have with your own hand so cast to the winds the foundations of your 
power that this nation will not accept your Heir-Apparent for its King, and have 
deprived yourself and your Dynasty of the throne, By God Almighty and the Holy 
Ones of Islam, we all, loyal and true subjects of your Majesty, have sworn on oath that, 
so far as in uslies, this dishonour shall not be thus quickly brought upon the throne. We 
warn you beforeband that in these few days you have still time, Hasten to abandon this 
second loan, and cast off this son of a Georgian ftom the governance of the kingdom and 
the nation, Change the whole state of the kingdom, Establish a Chamber of Repre- 
sentatives (or a Council) as the late Shah, after the fall of Mirza Agha |Khan, did for 
ight years without a Prime Minister. 

Tf you change entirely the present form (of Government) and renounce your 
caprices for Europe, it is probable that your loyal subjects will keep quiet and there 
‘will be room for hope, but if you continue, at the instigation of your son of a Georgian, 
to fall into this and that fancy, we swear by the Creator that your throne and power will 
0 to the winds in such fashion that no vestige of yourself or your children shall be left 
upon the earth, 




























No. 91. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 24.) 
(No. 20.) 

My Lord, Tehran, February 4, 1902, 

__ NOT having had time in my last interview with the @rand Vizier to discuss tho 
incidents on the borders of Persia and British Beluchistan, which formed the subject 
of your Loniship’s despatch No, 103 of the 27th December, I spoke of them this 


* 11,000,000 tomas (say 2,000,0008)- 























St 


afternoon to the Mushit-cd-Dowleh, communicating to Lim the substanee of Colonel 
Yates’ despatch of the Sth Novembe 

His i sp gram from thi 
Kerman, the Als ed from Megas, in which tha 
decla wurpassed those 
by Stanley in Central Africa,” a few days to meet our 
officers, bit that he all the guns for which he would wish. 

Tolisorved that sinee Colonel Yates’ letter of the Sth November had heen written, 
Mubaminnd Ali Khan had been killed and his party defeated and broken up in the 
last days of Deceniber at Nodwr, but that it would probably still he necessary to 
capture Muhammad. Omar, and that T hoped that very distinet instructions to that 
effect would be sent to the Alasnl-Mulk, Uadded that [ ammst ask. that aneasures 
should be taken at the same time to punish Mir Jhiand Khan, whose tribe, however, 
was niot within the limits of the Provine rman and Persian Bel n, but north 
of it, just with a 

‘iho Mushir-ed-Dowlely wrote down an order which lie promised to send to the 

iil-Mulk for the punishment of Mula i Spuriy. As regarded the 
nisl Hhiand Khan, this he assured me should bo undertaken by Abdul 
Hamid Klin cer whose intended dispatch tos ith a Persian 
fore tillory J had the honour to report at the hes aber, but whose 
dep it appears been delayed on account of his f 
ing to the Government of India that it might have a good 
tho outlaws on the borders 
procees! north along the fron 
of Abdul Hamid Khan in obi 

wich to speak 

of the Wy Cpta ition near Mirjawa, which the 
Persian sto be on the auk of the river of ‘that name, and, 
therefore, accordinue to the Agreement of territory. T should state 
that M, Nauson the Ist instant n from the Chief of Cust 
Meshiod reporting, on the authority of hi c in Seistan, that C 
had ocenpied M and Hise ink attempt on the part of the Persian 


authorities to establish n-eustoms outpost in tint district would be resisted hy armed 


forces 
T repeated tliat L knew nothing of this alleged in 
not muder my orders, but under those of the Gos 
telegraph for informuition to Cs wie now informed me 
that it heon decided to adress to: me an official representat subj 
From what 1 hear confidentially from [is Majesty's Consul-General in Khorassan 
Captain Ware seems disposed to pliee his own interprotati hie Agreement of 
1806, without antel reference to the views of the other party, the Persian Government, 
pte disenssion by the ervation of accomplished facts iu the shape of 
forts Hoth at Mirjawa and Dozab. 1 think this is to le deprecated, as if after 
efi inquiry Pot we are found to lave encroached and hayo to withdraw, 
our prestige will sulfer, and the suspicions as to our intentions and designs, ashich 
Mr. Miller and his agents in Seistan aud the Sarhad are doing all they ean to foster, 
will, at the same time, strength. On heaving, thorefore, that Captain Ware 
intended ereeting a fort at Dozab, whi |,as L holieve it to be, with Dozdab, 
is by ont latest maps on th n side of the borier, L urged the Government of 
Tuan by telegraph to stop his doing so until the question of the rightful ownership of 
the site had teen eloarly ascertained, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausitown (Received February 24.) 
(No. 21) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 5, 1902. 
UITAVE the honour to transimit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia compiled by the Military Auaché to this Lezat 
Thave, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDIN: 
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Inclosure in No, 92, 


Monthly Summary of Events not already reported in Despatches from January 9 to 
February 4, 1902. 


Tehran, 


A HEAVY fall of snow has relieved the anxiety that was being felt regarding the 
crops and the water supply for next summer. 

Tr is stated that the Persian Government intends to build a road from Mashad-i-Sar 
‘on the Caspian to Tehran, 

A Russian agent, a Mahommedan, is stated to have recently visited Astara with 
the object of intriguing to advance the Russian frontier in that direction. A represe 
tative of the local Chief has come in to make representations to the Persian Government 
‘on the subject, 

The Governorship of Ghilan for the ensuing year was offered to His Royal Highness, 
the Naib-es-Sultaneh, but the usual * pishkash”” of 40,000 tomans not being forthcoming, 
the Nasr-es-Sultaneh has been continued in his appointment, 

N Dowleh has been confirmed in the Governor-Generalship of Khorassan, 
‘The Atabegri-Azam was anxious to appoint the Asaf-ed-Dowleh, but the proposal 
was vetoed by the Shah, and the Asafed-Dowleh, whose corruption and incapacity 
are notorious, has been consoled by the Governorship of Mazanderan and Astrabacl 

‘The Shab had intended a few weeks 
with the Grand Vizier, who is, i 


Ines have again been actively. intrigui 

rly disinissal is again very freely eanvassed, 
Bakhitiaris have urrived ere. At Mr, Preeee's 
ter offered to send a member of the Legation to. meet 
Kuli Khan, the representative here, to 

ze this proposal, which, he seemed to think, might embarrass the Chiefs, led t 
‘The Chiefs have been lying very low since their arrival, 
terest has been received from Ispahi 


Shiraz, 


tthe Prince Governor of Fars will come to ‘Tekran and act 
Shah's absence, and that his place will be taken by the Kawatne 
ament, however, deny this, and say that no Regent will be 


Shicikti-ul-Rais, one of the chief Mollahs, has been instrumental in preventing. 
contemplated riot against the Governor. 
A Mullah called Abdul Jabbas died recently, 
cial rainfall, 
‘The party hostile to the Prince Governor-General have been ae 
recall, and have sent aponymous letters both to the Palace and to His Majesty's Le 
g that woless it takes phice they will force it by uttacking Europeans and comm 
outriges. Notices to this effect have been posted on the doors of the houses of the British 
and Russian agents, 
e Grand Vizier has been warned by His Majesty's Legation, 


Asterabad. 


Sadullah Khan has removed the camp to the Jaferbai district, about 20 miles 
from the town. The camp now numbers about 4,000 troops, regulars aid irtegulars. 

The Jaferbai Turkomans complain of their eattle having been robbed trom. them 
by Persians, and threaten to appeal to the Shal, and failing him, to the Russians for 
protection 

Later information states that about forty men of the Jaferbais were arrested by the 
Governor, but were released owing to tle threatening attitude of their kinsmen, and. the 
cuinp was withdrawn to Ak-Kaleh, 10 miles from the town, 

1525) * 
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‘Two Russian officers have arrived at Khoja Nafas to survey the district near the 
Gurgan River, 


Kermanshah. 


‘The British Agent, the Vakil-ed-Dowleh, is reported to be dangerously ill. 


Tabriz, 


‘The Mujtehids are stated to be agaitating against the proposed new Russian 
oan, and it is suid that the Valiahd has written urging the detention ae Tehran where he 
is now on Tujjar, of the chief priest who took a leading part in the 
movement against the Ré: 


Kerman. 


Major Phillot states that exaggerated reports have reached Kerman about the Russian 
tnan-of-war that visited Bandar Abbas, and merchants are asking whether Eigland has one 
so large, and if so, whether more than one. 

In consequence of there Leing three Acting Governors, all of them equally incom- 

1 itis impossible to get business transieted, 


Bushire, 


The Russian cruiser “Variag” arrived on the Lith December, Visits were 
exchanged between the Captain and the Deputy Governor. 

‘The Commander of lis Majesty's ship # Sphinx,” the Duteb, Freneb, and Turkish 
Consular Agents algo exchanged visits with the Captain of the ™ Vatiag 

‘The * Varing” lett on the 21st Decomber for Koweit. 

Further details are reported rezarding the Russian merchant-steamr 
arrival in Bushire was noted in a former summary. igrid” is h-built 
ship of 1,800 tons and 168 fect denught. She eame direct from Batoum with e413 ence 
oF ol for the ftw of Haji Allana of Bombay 12,000 cases were landed at Aden, 18000 
in Bushivo, and the remainder at Bussorah, 

Pho Russian Com H slic belongs owns some thirteen other ships of the 
fume sort, Another 1s expected shortly, The canal dues were paid by the Rossing 

himent, but the vessel does not appear to be receiving the same concessions as the 

*Kornilotly” 

M. Zeytoon, an Armenian, has accepted the loca of the Company. 

‘The “Sigrid” took back ‘a earzo of 3,00) tons of grain, Xe, fron! Bussorah at the 

Y low rate of Gs. per ton, besides other cargo from Bushire and Boo Moosa for 

nidon, 

Jt is possible that the appearance of this subsidized line may cause some dislocation in 

the rates between England and the Gulf, 


Mohammerah, 


‘The Arabs are greatly exeitid at the prospect of the expected visit of Motisham 
Woaireh, foreign agent at Bushire, in connection with the Persian Customs question, 
Slicikh has informed the British Viee-Consul that the Atabs will resist his 


ater informition shows that the Sheikh is ansious for British intervention, appre- 
ending that the Prince Governor will visit Arabistan, nd declaring that he eannol reveaia 
the Arabs if the Prince comes further thai Shuster. 


Meshed. 


ian, Consul-General now openly refers to the coming Russian railway to 
n six weeks ago he denounced such rumours as false, 
ions are taking place for the establishment of the Russian Consulate in other 
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‘The branch of the Banque des Préts which is shortly to be opened will have a staff of 
twelve Russians, besides the Manager and the Assistant Manager, 

Itis said they will open a branch also in Seistan very soon. 

Mr. Clementson arrived from Quettah about the 20th December, Mr. Marsh, his 
partner, remaining at Birjand, ‘ 

Goods take six or seven months to arrive here from England by the Sefstan route, 
Merchants are dissatisfied with the camel transport arrangements on this route. 

‘The European community in Meshed is increasing rapidly. 5 

Colonel ‘Trench entertained nineteen Europeans on Christmas Day. Eng 
number Russians, 


Seistan, 


ith by a Baluchi: who 

nployé, 

NE: Greens, of the Kaogea Valloy ‘Tea Astoiation arrived on tho 10th Decomber 
with 100 camel loads of tea, 


‘The mining exploration party to Koraky, re List month's summary, is said to 


have been organized by the Russian Minister ut ‘Tehran, and itis a result of M, Zaroudny’s 
Report on that region, 


Central Asia, 


|-Hukumat, Governor of Herat, denies the truth of the notices said to 
been published in Transcaspia that trade with Afghanistan is. to be opened up. and 
Russian trailers admitted into Afghanistan. Orders against the admission of Russians in 
‘any guise are now more stringent. than ever : 
Between the 4th and 12th December 2,290 jufantry recruits and 340 wagon-loads of 
supplics and ammunition arrived at Keasnovodsk, 5 es 
TN paring. this. period. 67 Cooscks lof Kraanovorsl for, Rusié, 800 1 hintry and 
400 Cossacks passed Askabud for Russia, and 800 infantry and 500 Cossacks left’ Merv. 
for Russia, ae 
Most of the supplies, including two wagon-londs of ammunition, were dispatched 
to the Kushk Post. . 
“A ropott is boon réccived front Askabad of the arrival there on ho 16th January 
of a party of seven Afghans, accompanied by five Russian officers, After visiting the 
Governor they resumed their journey by train to Russia, 


Herat. 


It is reported that Sardar Ishak Khan communication with his friends in 
Alhinistan, whom he is asking to liold themselves in readiness against his retu 
(Signed) H, D, NAPIER, Major, 
Military Auache, 
Tehran, February 4, 1902. 
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No. 93. 
Str A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 24.) 


(No. 22) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 5, 1902, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which I have 
receiveil from the Military Attaché to this Legation, reporting on the present condition of 
the Persian Cossuck Brigade, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


— 
Inelosure in No, 93, 


Major Napier to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 4, 1902. 

THAVE the honour to inform you that I recently had an opportunity of seeing over 
the new buildings for the Cossack Brigade, now nearly completed, and was treated with 
great civility by General Kossagowski, who sent an officer to show me round. I also 
obtained from him « few details regarding the Brigade which may be of interest, 

‘The barracks consist of a long ornamental building of three stories. ‘There is a large 
central entrance, over which are some handsome rooms and balconies, with a fine staireace 
lending up to them, and surmounted by ornamental towers. ‘The wings on either side 
extend east and west for about 100 yards in each direction. On the ground floor of the 
east Wing are stables for the artillery and cavalry horses, ‘The stalls are not. well 
suranged, but accommodate about 200 horses, and there is a veterinary hospital. ‘The 
West wing contains a large vault, which ives access to the Shal’s * Kanat” running 

along the south walls, from which halasdozen Jarge brass taps give un abundant 
supply of good water, 

On the floor above, commencing from the east enc, isa hospital and @ number of 
prison cells. 

Deed ENL Cnn Corn length of the building is one central pass 

‘The rooms to the north are the actual harracks for the men, and consist of about 
¢ight rooms 17 yards square, On the south the rooms are smaller, and are intended for the 
numerous Persian oflicers, orderly room, vllices, &e, 

‘Over the main entrance are balconies and a specisl room intended for the Shah in ease 
he should cone to see a paride. All the rooms are furnished with nognificent Russian 
stoves, built of brick, am in some enses let into the walls, which are very thick, ‘The 

are of ornamental wood panelling, and the whole building has the appearance of 
thaving been built entirely regardless of expense and on a scale far more luxurious. than 
racks in Kurope, 

‘The end of the west wing contains wes for the men and more prison cells. 

‘The storey above has another baleony in the centre, and two lange store-rooms on 

side: under the roof, and places for workshops. 

Hie building is capable of wee lating 1,000 men. 

‘The old barracks, just north of this great building, in two separate squares, do not 
‘appear in thd repair, aut seem quite cod enough for the purpose, 

Mea und horses are now housest in then 

‘The whole area occupied hy the Cossack buildings, excluding the Russian officers’ 

about 400 yards by 170 yards, 

Next to then, on the east, is w circular inclosure, in which are kept the Euchatius 
guns of the Persian Government, 
coaahtthe® north, separated by one strect, is @ maznilicent house, now nearly: built, 
equally regardless of expense, for the Commandant of the Brigades and further west 
are two other houses for the remaining Russian officers of the Bri 

Many of the Cossack soldi 
carts, &e 

‘A Russian engineer, together designed the building, and a 
fow Russian artisans were employed in building stoves ; otherwise the work has been done 
by Persians. The brick work is well done, 


89 


He gave me an evasive reply, but 
fected in controlling the expenses 


He employed the first 
000 to 15,000 tomans per annun 
he Shah. Then, when he had got 


two years ago. Another officer 
of the Brigade told me the building had cost 100,000 tomans. Now I hear that the 


Atabex has refused to accept General Kossagowshi's bill for the barracks and his private 
houses, and that this is the reason for his expected departure in the spring, the 
Persian Government having asked for his removal, and the Russian Minister not sup> 
porting him, 

However that may be, itis evident that he is on the worst of terms with the Rus 


Minister, as neither he nor any of his officers are ever seen at any public entertain 
n by the Russian Legation. 


Constitution. 


‘The foree consists of four * polks” and two batteries of field artillery. Each * poll” 
contains three squadrons, of which two are mounted and one disinounted, ‘Phere is, then 

fore, no intention of maintaining any infantry permanently. ‘The idea is to supply the 
dismounted squadrons with horses as'soon as funds permit. 


Numbers, 
‘The numbers were somewhat vaguely stated to be :— 


Rawian officers 4, : ; 4 
=, now-commissioned officers ‘ i 
Persian officers. 200 
» Tank and filo, 1,000 


OF the latter, about 400 are dismounted and 190 are artillerymen, 

Four hundred men are continuously away in the provinces, as guards to Provi 
Governors, or sent to suppress any disorders. 

At present there are 200 men at Asterabid and only eight mon i 
quarantine cordon having been withdrawn, ‘There are no Russi 
belonging to the Brigade, 


Leave. 


‘The men get two months’ leave in the vear, so that there are always about onessixth 
‘away on furlough. At special seasons, such as the Ramazan, the number is increased. to 
half the total force, 

One hundred men are obliged to sleep in barracks, otherwise the men are por 
titted to sleep with their families in the town, and there arc no restrictions roxarding 
marriage, * 


Nationality, 


The men are composed of Persians, Turks, and Kurds, all Persian subjects, 
Persians are in the minority now ; there are only about 400. ‘The’ General docs not like 
them, and considers them cowards, 


Recruiting, 


‘Men are not enlisted for any special length of service, 

Last year 300 tribesmen were levied, by special permission of the Shah, from 
the Begdadli Saneh tribe between Kum and Hamadan, 

‘They were very wild and intractable creatures, and have now gone back to their 
homes. They will return this spring. Presumably the same men will coue, hut that is 
not his (the General's) affair. ‘The tribe has to produce this quota, 
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General Kossagowski says he has no inteation of inereasing the Brigade beyond 
1,600 men ; but, whereas he now has 1,300 volunteers and 300 pressed men, he would like 
to have half volunteers and half pressed men, so that if the tribes rebelled at any time, he 
would not be left entirely without men, 

One officer expressed a wish to enlist the Bakbtiaris, but regretted that they lived too 
far away for it to be practicable. 


Discipline. 


T was rather struck by the number of prison cells in the new barracks. ‘This is a 
favourite form of punishment. 


Officers. 


1 believe there are about 200 officers, hut the General was vague on this point. 
‘Though some, and indeed tl y, are poor-looking creatures, there are exceptions, 
About sixteen of them are # Shuhz and two of them have been educated st 
St, Petersburgh, and would compare favourably with our native officers in Ind 


Drill, 


T have not seen enough of the drilling, which at this time is carried out on a small 
scale within four walls, but the artillery batteries look workmanlike: four 87 cent. 
Bel, guns in each, 

Ritle-shooting, 1 am told, is carried out in a rougl-and-ready fashion, but they fire 
at a target at fixed ranges up to 800 yards, and Inst year are said to have fired sixty rounds 
por man, 


Poy. 


Iti generally agreed that the Persian Cossack gets his pay—a sufficiently astonishi 
fuct to his less fortunate brothers-in-arms in the Shah's servic is, however, unab 
‘ugmient it by coolie | 

‘The monthly pay for a soldier is 1 krans, plus ration allowance 1 krans. Besides 
this he is allowed forage for his horse, or 25 krans for its up-keep when be takes his horse 

from ‘Tehran, 

‘The officers upparently have no fixed rate of pay, officers of the same grade 
different rites, ‘The General appears to pay thew accor 
‘and many of then: draw salaries apart trom the budget for the 


Horses. 


Men bring thelr own horses, and they are good serviceable little animals for the 
c, bnt very inferior to the Tudiay cavalry remount. ‘The artillery horses ure 
nmient property, and are of a good useful stamp, considering the difficulty of getting 

‘draught animals here, 

‘No blaukets are allowed on Government horses, but they cannot prevent the Persians 
from covering their own horses with some kind of rigs. 


Transport. 


‘There is no kind of transport carts or animals kept for the Brigade. Grai 
fodder for horses are stored in warchouses for use in Tehran, 
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Practical Use. 


Though the Brigade, as such, is hardly capable of taking the field, it is of great use 
in guarding and policeing Tehran, and has made itself indispensable to the Persian Govern 
ment. 

When any danger threatens, the authorities at once lose their heads and apply to 
General Kossazowski for Cossacks, 

tis in this way that he is able to get what money supplies he requires, When such 
an oceasion arises, and an urgent demand on him is made for Cossacks, he refuses to accede 
until all arrears are paid, ; 

They beg and implore, and swear and declare he is in the Shah's service, but he remains 
firm and gets paid, 

On ote occasions a says leas frequenily advanced aroney Himyall fer (HO vate, 
being @ wan of some private means, until he is able to recoup himself in the above 
fashion, 

Only: in this way has he been able to keep the Brigade going in spite of all opposition, 
and, considering what Persia is, the result is very creditable, in spite of recent rumours of 
discontent among the men, and of misappropriation of funds, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, D, NAPIER, Major, 
Military Attaché, 





0. 94, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Received February 24,) 


(No.1. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 29, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which 1 have 
received from His Majesty's Consul-Gencral at Meshed, and of my reply thereto, on the 
subject of improved facilities for British trade between India and Klorassan, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 94, 


Consul-General Trench to Sir A, Hardinge. 
(No. 2) 
Sir, Mesked, January 6, 1902 
I HAVE the lonour to forward a copy of # Petition I have received from the 
wing British traders in Meshed, together with a copy of my forwarding letter to the 
at of India, for such action as your Excellency may seo fit, 
Tam, & 
igned) G, CHENEVIX-TRENCH, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 94, 
Consul-General Trench to Government of Tui 


Meshed, January 6, 1902, 
the houour to forward a Petition 1 have received, signed by Messrs, 
Clementson, Ousely, and Seth Suleiman, setting forth their difficulties relating to the 
introduction of British trade in Khorasan. 

Tam sending their Petition with this letter to Major Benn and to Captain Webb. 
Ware, for such remarks as they may have to make, in order to facilitate, if possibic, a 
decision by the Government of India, 

While the difficulties set forth by the petitioners are undoubtedly real, theit remedy 
is not altogether an easy task. 

‘That eamels may be induced to make the direct journey from Quetta to Meshed is 
Possible, provided higher rates are given; but to insure return loads is a difficulty ; yet, 
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without some such assurance it is obvious that camelmen will hesitate to venture so far 
‘away from their base, 

Meshed, it must be remembered, is the best market for the sale of British goods, but 
the worst for exports for India, 

Birjand and Seistan are good places from which to export goods, but are too small to 
provide a really good market for imports. 

Were Indian merchants established ut Birjand, Turbet-i-Haidari, und Seistan in 
Breater numbers, there would undoubtedly be plenty of exports for return loads, 

Pending the establishment of more British Indian firms in those places, the only 
remedy would appear to be the establishment of British Agents in the two fortaer places, 
who could induce Persians to export viii Quetta, and so to be in a position to insure returg 
loads ; and T would again draw the attention of the Government ‘of India to establishing 
Agents or even Vice-Consuls, at these places, : 

Were I, with these Vice-Consuls, authori ¢ for return loads, or, failing 
the samo, to grant some compensation to the camelmen, there is no doubt that the streare 
of trade whieh now finds its way to Bunder Abbas would be diverted permanently towacle 
Quetta, and compensation would of itself cease. 3 

Last year a large caravan left Birjand for Quetta; this caravan was not entirely 
w auccess, for many” of the exports remained unsold ‘in Quetta, thus shaking ore 
fidence. 

Jf the saune system for insuring return loads from there, and a certainty of finding w 
market in Quetta, existed at the latter place, the regular exchange of trade would vere 
rapidly be established, © 

i rally (8 Robt woul of course, tolve all difficulties, 

{ would suggest that some Concession be obtained from the Persian Government to 
carry a road, for wheeled trafic, ftom Robat to Meshed. "Tho cost of such a road would 
not be great, as thore are no serious obstacles, 

Were such a Concession granted, it would be a short step to form a Company, 
who would undertake to deliver goods landed at Robat, Birjand, Turbat. ‘Haidar, and 
Meshed, 

Such a Company, even prior to the arrival of railway, would itself remove the 
cxisting trouble, 


As regards postal arrangements, especially parcel post, much undoubtedly remains to 
be desired, 

It is to be seen how the newly-established caine! 
over our difficulties ; but it would 


jeans of mules, Working between 
000 rupees for the first three 


ry ian Government might be pressed to establish « Persian post-office at 
or nene Robat, which would undertake to forward all parcels received from India, the posts 
office at Robat being made an exchange office, 

‘Telexenph rates are, of course, high but I am aware of the insurmountable difficult 
‘attending’ on red and the desire on the part of the Government of India 

a redu 
1m Meslied to Seistan, and from there a connection with the Indian 

system would meet the ease, but this again is not easily accomplishes 

After the Government of India has reeeived remarks on the above points from Major 
Beno and Captain, Webb-Ware, and has seen fit to outline any schemes which could be 
considered, I would be glad to make further suggestions, 

1h the meanwhile a copy of this letter will be sent by me to His Britannic Majesty's 
Minister for such opinions as he may express, either direet to the Government of Inslicor 


Lieutenant-Colonel CHENEVIX-TRENCH, dyent 
to the Government of India, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul- General ‘for Khorassan and 
Seistan, 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 94. 

‘Messrs. Ousely, Clementson, and Suleiman to Consul-General Trench. 

Sir, Meshed, January 1, 1902, 

WE, the Undersigned, respectfully beg to bring to your notice a few of the difficulties 
that retard British trade with Persia by the Seistan route. 

After carefully going into the subject, we have agreed that the terminus of th 
Nushki-Seistan route is not Seistan, as is generally believed in India, but that Meshed, 
the capital of Khorassan, is the trading centre to which traders will lave to bring 
the bulk of their goods, and where they will find far and away the largest market, 


Transport. 


The following are some of the difficulties we have to encounter, first and foremost 
among them being the matter of transport. In Quetta we can only obtain camels after 
great loss of time and considerable trouble, and then we are indebted to the Kini assistance 
of Captain Webb-Ware, C.1,E., without whose strenuous efforts transport would ho pructi- 
cally unobtainable. We would wish to take this opportunity af tendering ins our henrtiest 
thanks for his help and courtesy, 

Still, despite tain Webb-Ware can and does do for us, we are unable to 
get camels to go further tha ‘anor Birjand, and, as we have pointed out above, 
Meshed is the market where we wish to land our goods. “This, then, to start with, 
‘unsatisfactory 

In Scistan the supply of camels is very limited, and great delay occurs in sending for 
camels froin the Khorassin district, 

js to be got, but only after delay nnd at high rates, as all the 
e used for the Bunder Abbas route, 
All this delay and extra expense adds to the price of our goods in the Meshed market, 
Delay, g loss of interest: on money expended. ‘The Russians, on the other hand, 
il their atticles. in Meshed with a jninimum delay owing to Meshed heing 
conneeted with the "Pranscaspian Railway at Askabad, fiom which plice wheeled transport 
is always available, 

Although English goods are more sought after fu Meshied and have a fair field before 
them, we would wish to sce the competition, which is increased by. transport delays, 
reduced as much as possible, 

We would therefore respectfully bes to say that we hope the Government of India 
Nill be able to give us some gaurantee that inthe future we shall bo able to insuro hiring 
transport in Quetta to carry our zoos without charge through to Meshed, and so avoid 
delay Meshed and Bi 

At present the duration occupied in the transit of goods from Quetta to 
Meshed is six to eight: monti is quite impossible for us as traders to carry on 
business with such arrangements, 

{In order to facilitate the collecting of camels in Quetta we are prepared to give tv 
months! notice of our requiremonts, also to pay the necessary rates up to 60 rapees. per 
camel carrying 5 maunds from Quetta to Meshed. 

We are aware that the inability of the camelmen to obtain return loads. for their 
‘camels acts as a strong det padertsking such a tong journey, and. would 
Suggest that guarantees of return loads, which must bo misleading, should not. be held ta 
the camelmen, but rather we would hope that Government through you, us Consul. 
General in Meshed, in order to foster this new trade route, offer xomne liberal compensation 
to such camelmen for whom at first loads night not be fortheomi 

We do not anticipate that this dificulty will present itself after the first or secon? 
year, 

We would also beg to state that eamel transport for such w long journey cimnot. be 
altogether satisfactory, and secing that the prospects of English trade in Meshed are good 
we would urge that a railway be brought to Robat within a reasonable time. 


Communications. 


In order to carry on our trae at so long w distance from our base suecessfully, postal 
and telegraphic communications at cheaper rates, and with more certainty thon at present 
exist, are essential, 
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Telegraphic rates between Meshed and Quetta are at present too high for trade 
purposes. Although we ate enabled to use the Herat-Kandahar communication with 
Quetta for our letters, we are dependent on the Seistan route for the importation of our 
samples by parcel post. ‘The parcel post at present organized by that route is practically 
valueless ; parcels take sometimrs as long us six months in transit. ‘The delay appears to 
exist at the Nushki post-office, where we recently saw a room full of parcels awaiting 
forward dispatch, and were informed that one or two at a time would be seut as 
ht, if the post-bag permitted; some parcels thus have to lie at Nushki for 
several months, 

















Representatives, 





Lying between Seistan and Meshed are the important towns of Birjand and 'Turbat-i- 
Haidari, in both of which places prospects of finding a market Tor our goods are 
promising, both of these places being much frequented by the inhabitants of western 
Afghwnistan; and we would humbly suggest that Bi ice-Consuls should be 
appointed at these places before we embark on the trade enterprises at those places which 
‘ve hiape to do, 























Rest-houses. 


A rest-house with serai attached is badly wanted a 
present no public place where traders ean put uj 

We would also suggest that the Persian 
yanseraiy at the different stages between Soistan and Bi 
present any accommodation for man or beast. 

We would also take the opportnnity of tendering our heartiest thanks for the 







and their caravan 
nt be approached to buikd cara 
ni at none of which is there ut 

















courtesy and kind help we hi ced at your hunds on all oveasions. 
‘ We have, &e. 
(Signed) E, BRADFORD OUSELY, 


(For Clementson and Marsh), 
MARE CLEMENTSON, 
SETH SULEIMAN, 


Tuelosure 4 in No, 94. 


Sir A, Haritinge to Consul-General Trench. 


January 28, 1902. 
I HAVE received and am forwarding to the Marquess of Lansdowne sour despat 
No. 2 of the 6th instant respecting improved facilities for British commieree in Khorassan, 
T have already laid before his Lordship. your propo 
Bixjand and ‘Vurbat-ieHlaidari, but T think there is greater likelihood! of his sanctioning at 
the present stage of affairs the appointment of native Agents than of English Viee-Consuls 
at any rate at each of these two. pluce 
‘Phe constracticn of a road from Robat to Meshed would have to be undertaken by a 
nominally Persian Company, but if such a Company could be formed at Meshed, Indian 
merchants or others jnterested in developing the Indian trade might participate in it as 
they would probably obtain a Concession from the Persian Government, which would 
inly be relused or long resisted if asked for on behalf of forcizners. It would, however, 
1 think, be Vetter tor them to ask for a Concession for a road between Meshed and 
Nassertabad, which could be extended to Robat later on, and for the proposal to come 
through the Nairsed-Dowleh rather than through me though 1 ight express sympathy for 
it, and give it indirect support calculated to facilitate with Persian trade. 
Tam communicating to the Tehran postal authorities the suggestions made by you as 
to improved postal arrangements, 

































Lam, &e. 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 
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Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received February 24.) 


(0. 53.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, February 16, 1902, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 8 of the 5th instant, I have the honour to 
report that I thought it desirable at my interview, with Count Lamsdorff Inst Wednesday, 
to again mention to his Excellency the existence of the Concession granted in May last 
by the Persian Government to Mr. D'Arcy, and the clear wording of its Gih Article, 
which bound the Persian Government not to concede to any other person the right to 
construct a pipe-line for the conveyance of mineral oil to the southern rivers or Persian 
Gulf. 

Thad reason to doubt Count Lamsdorif’s having as yet spoken to M. de Witte on 
the subject. 

T showed his Exectleney the text of the Article in the copy of the Contract which 
Thad brought with me. 

He asked me if T could leave this copy with him, in order to point out the Article 
to M. de Witte when repeating to him what Thad said to him on the subject of the 
coudition which the Russian Government was reported to be making for a further 
advance to Persia, 

1 said that I was unable to leave with him the copy which I had brought with me 
for reference, but that I should endeavour to send him the exact text to show to 
M. de Witte, 

Tamsdorif said that he understood that doubts had been entertained as to 
the exact interpretation of the Concession on the point referred to, 

1 replied that the text of the Concession had been communicated by His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran to your Lordship, and that £ understood that no doubts were entertained 
by His Majesty’s Government as to the clear wording of the A ing the 
Persian Government from granting the Concession said to be asked for by tho Russian 
Bank. 

T did vot understand that the Persian Government questioned the accuracy of this 
interpretation, and if they did, there was a special Article in the Contract providing for 
a decision of any disputed interpretation by a given form of arbitration, [did not see 
how any third party could assert a right to question an interpretation of a Contract of 
this kind, 

On reflection F thought I should not be justified in giving Connt Lamsiorif a copy 
of the entire Contract. but I sent him in a private letter’ an aidesmémoire of the verbal 
communication which had been instructed to snake to him, adding a copy of the original 
French text of Article 6 to which I had specially referred. 

Thave the honour to inclose a copy of this aide-mémoire. 

‘The Persian Minister, who was anxious to hear whether T had elicited any informa 
tion from Count Lamsdorit in regard to M, de Witte's intentions ot views on the subject of 
the Bank’s conitition, told me that hie was making no progress whatever is his negotine 
tions with M. de Witte or Count Lamsdorff, and this he described us a very discouraging 

s first diplomatic mission, 

Vasked him whether it was the Bank or M.de Witte that was pressing for the pipe 
Tine. He said that in point of fact it was M. de Witte who was conducting the negotiations 
He had been trying to negotiate with Count Lamsdorif’ as well, but was always met with 
the remark that, as it was essentially a financial matter, Count Lamsdorif did not like 
interfering with M. de Witte, 

It could not, my Persian colleague explained, be correctly asserted that Count 
Lamstorif ignored the political side of the loan question, or that he was not cognizant of 
the nature and present state of the negotiations, but that ho way evidently anxious not 
to interfere in the negotiations unless actually obliged, and he trusted that what {had 
repeated to him of my remarks to Count Lamsdorif would give the latter a valid opening. 
for seriously pressing the diplomatic considerations involved in the question on ML. de 





































































Witte’s attention, 


Thave, ke, 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOTT. 
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Inclosure in No. 95. 
Pro-memorid. 


HIS Majesty’s Ambassador was instructed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to 

aimsdorff that reports liad reached Tis M Government that 

i des Préts was’ demanding, as on e conditions for a further 

‘neo of money to the Persian Government, Concession for the construction of 

Pipeline for conveying mineral oil from Boku to the Persian Gulf, and that. it wae 

considered right, in order to avoid any possible complications, that Sir. Charles Scott 

should point out to his Bxeclieney that 1 ‘ession wis alre granted in May 1901 

British su Mr. W. K. D'A: Ys the Persian Government for the cot struc 

A such pipectines from certain proviners of Persia to the south eoast, and that by 

Anticle of this Contract the Persian Government binds itself not to eoneede to any 

other person the right of constructing « pipe-line to the rivers in the south or to the 

south coast of Pe 

The text of th icl » original French is as follows — 

Nonohstant ce qui est content cidessus, le privilege aecordé par les 
dra pas aux Provinees d’Averbaijan, Ghilan, Mozandaran, Astrabad, 
is & Ia condition explicite que te Gouvernement Impérial Berean 

ure personne Te dr construire un *pipe-line* aux fleaves 
onale de la Por 





No. 96. 
Sir ©, Sealt to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Receiced February 24.) 


50.) 

My Lord, St, Petersburgh, February 20, 190: 
ON receipt of your Lordship's despatch No, 40 of the 8th instant, Took th 
opportunity of sveing Count Tamsdoril to speak to him on the subject’ of the Permian 
jan, aval to wake’ the inquiries specified in the last paragraph of your Lordships 

instructions. 

T ns enabled, by reference to your despatch, to refer briclly to the circumstances 
Glider which His Majesty's Government liad, on previous occasions, approsched the 
Russian Government with a view to rendering, if possible, joint assistants to Porata re 
ier financial embarrassments, 

of the purport of conver ich Mr. Hardinge had had with 
nd M, de Witte, ns and statements tien made to H 
assy, and the st ‘ys Government had in conseque 
n to offer the Government of the Shah an amount of financial assistance 
of no great magnitude on secnritics in no way pledged to ‘i itors. 

Mihien told hin the substance of the Grand 

and 1 did not conceal tom hin { 
Mllow Persia to accept it hind caused considerable surpr 

1 wns instructed, 1 added, by your Lordship, (o ask him whether the Grand Visier 

had correctly midetstood the decision of the Russian Government, and if so, 0m whet 
they had refused their consent to Persin accepting an advance on securities, 
Which in'no way affveted those pledged to any Russian financial establishment, 

Cont Lamsdortf suid that if 1 would give hiv a short Memorandum in writing of 
wat dad suid to him, putting the questions to which T was instructed to regent 
sae atl, would at once speak again to M. de Witte, He liad already, he said, asked 
M- de Witte verbally iyhat was his reason for refusing: consent to Persia's acceptance of sec 
offer, and his reply had beon that this refusal was solely based on the provision inserted 
in the Loan Contmiet of 1900, to prevent Persia increasing her general indebtednene an 
{hus impairing her solvency by contracting any fresh foreign loan during the currency of 
the loan from the Russian Bank, 

I, de Witte, he said, had explained to him that a provision of this kind was a very 
sual ous to insert fn any foreign loan even when contracted by larger and more caleeck 
Powers thin Persia, and! that its existence, and the importance attached to i, ought 


‘use surprise (0 any one who had any expericnee in financial tramactions of 
this kind. 
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I said that I was not aware of this being the case, but even admitting it, [ remarked 
that the clause in the Loan Contract with the Banque des Préts, as I understood, 
permitted Persia to accept a fresh loan with the consent of Russia, and T would be glad 
if he would ask M. de Witte again why, under the circumstances which I had explained to 
him, the Russian Government refused, in the present instance, to give their consent, 

For this purpose I felt no hesitation in leaving. in Count’ Lamsdorf's hands, a3 he 
suggested, the Memorandum of my remarks, of which T have the honour to inclose 
copy. 

f endeavoured, and T think with ome succes; to convince Count Lamsdorif of the 
Necessity of not leaving the treatment and decision of this loan question, which also 
raised important diplomatic considerations, eutirely in the lands of the ‘Ministry of 
Finance as a purely financial question, 

U'said that His Majesty's Government had evidently uo desire to interfere in any 
yay in a purely financial transaction, but they were certainly entitled, by their interest fh 
the independence and prosperity of Persia, which was equal to that of Russi, to point 
out frankly to the Russian Government tiat according to the reports thal had reached 
them of the use which was being made of Persia's embarrassed condition, and of the 
clause attached to its Loan Contract with the Persian Government, of which { sas able to 
give him instances by the information transmitted in Sir A. Harding's telegram of the 
rd instant, it was calculated to practically reduce Persia to a condition of complete 
dependence on, and subserviency to, Russia, whieh was scarcely compatible with the 
assurances repeatedly exchanged between’ our two Governments and. with Count 
Lamsdorf’s expressed desire to respect the perfect freedom of action of that State, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOT, 


——————— 


Tnclosure in No, 96. 
Pro-memovid. 


f the present embarrassed 
ent, rnd of its desire to obtain a frosh loan 
being interested equally with tho Russian Government 
lependence of Porsia, authorized Tis Majesty's Minister at 
nd Vizier of its readiness to. come to tho adsistaneo of 
Fersian Government by offering it an advanco not exceeding 500,000), whlch if 
desired, might be made through the Imperial Bank of Per able in ton 
Fears, and to be secured on rovennes not ple a financial 
establishments, 
‘The Persian Government thanked His 
sill they would be glad to consider this proposal 
authorize them to communicate it to the Ru 
ment had, under a Loan Contract with Rus 
forvign loan without the consent of the Russi 
the Russian Loan in 1910, 


» Russian Government, 
ve its consent to their 


nment have learnt with considerable surprise the reason 

assigned by the Grand Vizier for his rejection of their offe 
it does not, soem altogether consistent with language held to His Majesty's 
Embassy in St, Petersburgh when the question of joint fingncial assistance tees: 
Nas mooted in conversation with Count Lamsdorff, or with assurances of his desire ty 
that te perfect freedom of Persia, that use should be mado of the engagement 
iMached to the loan of 1990 to prevent the acceptances by Persia of au advates of ay 
Hide on vers favourable terms, wail secured Om revenues not in any way 


26 
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Sir Charles Scott has accordingly been instructed to inquire of Count Lamsdorif 
whether the Grand Vizier has correctly appreliended the decision of the Russian 
Government, and, if so, what are the grounds of their objection to the arrangement. 


St. Petersburgh, February 6 (19), 1902, 





No. 97. 


je Sir ©. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 24.) 

(No. 68, 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, Februcry 20, 19 
SINCE writing my despatch No. 53, of the 15th instant, 1 have received from 

Count Lamsdorff the Memormdum of which T have the honour to inclose expy 

herewith. 








to the Memorandum wh 
en him of my remarks on the reported 
wand from the Russian Government, of a Pipe-line Concession as one of the con- 
ions for n fresh loan from the Banque des Préts, and on the bar to the srant of such 
Concession contained in the Gth Article of the Concession given to Mr. D the 
Persian Government 





15 reported 
in my abovementioned despateh, Thad gi 
de 

















ed that M. de Witte, while professing to } ise detail 
‘oneession obtained by the Russian Bank, understands that it 
ly for the import and transit of Russian oil, and that it eannot possibly 
infringe on Mr. D'Arey’s right, as that gentleman lis only been granted a monopoly 
dealing exclusively with Persian oils. 
Tiook this M dum. with n 
ont to Cou that M. do Witt xtent of the 
rights granted to Mn. D'Avey, as it was clear from the wording of the 6th Articleof his 
Doncession, which Thad shown him, that the Concession gave 
right of constructing pipe-tines to the south rivers and 
T did not ninderstind that this intorpretation of th pute between 
two parties to. the Contract, who alone had « right to say what their intentions 
ised! any question as to the proper interpreta y 


e, but if either of them . 
sin the Contract, provision had been made by a separate Article for its decision 
ration. 


hy sa specified process at 
‘il that he would again sp 





























saad pointed 



































Count Lamsdorit 
Thin said ; he nile that h 
‘diplomatic as ye 





my Kk toM, de Witte, and tell him what 
ite saw that the question of the Concession hii also 
al side, and that it aight become a di ble one, 














if loft solely to the decision of tae Ministry of Pinance, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) Chis SCOTT, 








Tnclosure in No. 97. 


Memorandum, 
({translation,) 

THEE Concession spoken of in the British Ambassador's Memorandum of the 
Bist January, 1902, has, according to the information in our possession, been obtained 
by private establishments, and especially by the Banque des Préts of Persia, therefore 
the Russian Government is not in a position to state with any precision’ what aro 
its t But, as far as is known to the Imperial Ministry of Finance, this Cone 
cession, whieh deals exclusively with the import and transit of Russian ofl, cannot bean 
infringement of the rights of the British subject, D'Arey, who, according to the torime 
en ‘Agreement with the Persian Government, reeeived'a monopoly ‘as regards native 
oil on! 


St. Petersburgh, February 5 (18), 1902, 
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No. 98, 
Memorandum communicated by Baron Graevenits, February 24, 1002, 


LE Gouvernement Impérial do Russie apprond que le Gouvernement des Tndes 
vient dexpédier trois compagnies le long de la frontiére Persane et d’occuper, sur la 
rive Persane du fleuve ‘Talab, la localité de Mirjavar, ot devait étre inauguré un poste 
douanier Persan. En outro, il serait question @occuper Dozab et Ladis, 

‘Vu que la frontiére entre la Perse et le Boludjistan a été fixée par la signature 
aun Protocole ot une carte faite par une Commission Spéciale en 1805-1896, le Gouverna- 
ment Impérial considére que les dispositions prises par le Gouvernement des Indes 

ituent une violation du territoire Persan, co q 
assurances du Cabinet de St. James faites en 1888, 


























No. 99, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 





(No. 56.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 24, 1902. 
THLE Russian Chargé d’Afaires called at the Forvign Olea’ to-day. and mado the 

following communication, under instructions from the Russian Government 

“The Imperial Government had learnt that the Government of India lind recontly 
sent three companies of troops along the Persian frontior and had ocoupied, on. the 
Persian bank of the river, a place named Mirjavar, whore a Porsian customs post. was 
to have been established. It was also intended to ovcupy two othor localities-—Dozabs 
and Ladis. 

‘Tn view of the circumstance that the frontier hetween Porsia and Baluchistan 
ad been fixed by the signature of a Protocol and a map propared by a Special Come 
ission in 1895-1896, the Imperial Government considered tlint tho measures adopted 
by the Government of India constituted a violation of the torritory of Persia, which 
Was contrary to the assurances given by His Majesty's Government in 1888, and 
repeated Inst autumn, as to the maintenance of the integrity and independence of 

ersia, 
‘Having been informed of two protests made by tho Government of His Majesty 
the Shah in regard to the violation of Persian territory, the Imperial Russian Govern 

















ment considered it their duty to make this representation to His Majesty's Govern= 
ment in support of the claims of Persia.” 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNB, 





No. 100, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 24, 1902, 
IN my letter of the 17th instant I forwarded the deeypler of a telegram from 
lis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, No. 6, of the 16th instant, in which he stated. that 
the Grand Vizier had complained to him of the occupation by Captain Webb Ware of 
Mirjawa on the Perso-Baluch frontier. 
Tam now directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a note of 
verbal communication made to-day by the Russian Oliargé d’Aifaires in pursuance 
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of telegraphic instruetions from lis Goveriment,® ealling attention to the assurances 
Siren by His Majesty's Government as to the maintenance of the integrity aed 
indepentlence of Persia, and supporting the protests which the Russian Garcons 
Tagersiand fo have been made by the Persian Government in regard to the occupa: 

tion of Miriawa, aad tlie intended occupation of Doral and Tad 
No such protest has heen reeeived from the Rersian Minister or reported by 
Sir A: Tardingo, but it will be seen from the enclosed extract of a despatch eeostvel 
n Tehrant that the Mushir-ed-Dow Ich informed Sir A. Hardinge, on the 


dant t Jovernment had decided to address an offllal sepre- 
ion to him on the subject. 


Lord Tansdowne would be glad to bo favoured with the observations of the 
ty of State for Maia on the inelesed pays 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON, 





No. 101. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, February 24, 1902, 

T HAVE laid hefore the Marquess of Lansdowne sour letter of the 10th instant, 
helosing % eopy of a telegram from the Viceroy: of Inilia in regagd to the tenn 
the Russian Government” to obtain permission. for the ion of a pipeline 
acroxs Persia to the Persian Gull. 

With reference to the Vieeroy’s suggestion that 
fo fall under the head of a commereial monopoly or 
of Persia, fam. directed by Lord La te that, in his opi 
cession desired by Russia could y widered au exelusi 
Mr. D'Arey already holds a Con 

{ihe argument suggested hy the Viecroy appears to Lord Tansiowne jn any 
Gone ate Whiel might be used against the Persian rather than ageivet the es 
Governmont 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 1, SANDERSO: 


PS_—Lord G. Hamilton has already been informed of the representations which 


Teg tts Ambassador at St. Petersburgh lias heen instructed. te ate ce the 
subject anid whiel, acconing toa tlogmm just teeived, seam to have gene in the 
abandonment of the demand. 


1. HLS. 





No. 102, 
Sir ©. Seatt to the Marquess of Lansdowne. Rectived February 25.) 


(No.16, Very Confidential) 

(Folewraphic,)” P. St. Petershuryh, February 25, 1902, 
1 TAD a conversation with the Pasian Ministor last tight, aud Ke tds in 

tie confidence, that Mf. do Witte, with whom jhe lad had g long interior fee 

lowing great tenuefty on the subject of the Pipeline Concession, tet finally promised 

Pate the Emperor's permission’ to svithdiaw thie demand, In onler nara get the 

Persian Government into trouble with Enel, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 4, Hurdinge. 
(No. 11.) 
(Celezriphic.) Forcign Offce, February 25, 1902, 
ye) H received yout telogiaua No. 6 of the 16th February, 
the following communication has been received froin the Thussk Chargé 
dl AMaires :— 


* No. 08, + See No, 91. 
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News has been received by the Russian Government that two companies have 
been dispatched by the Indian Government along the Persian bordel and {int 
Mirjawa, on the Persian bank of the ‘Talab, where a Persian customs post is about 
to be established, has been occupied ; also that there is a question of the ocoupa- 
tion of Ladis and Dozab. 

‘They considered that, as in the year 1800, the frontier was settled by Protocol 
and map by a Special Commission; such steps aro a violation of Persian’ tomitory, 
and inconsistent with the assurances given by His Majesty's Government in 1888, 
and repeated last autumn as to the integrity and independence of Persia, 

They have been informed that the Persian Government hius made two protests 
against the violation of Persian territory, and they consider if their duty to support 
these protests in London, 

I have inquired at the Indin Office, but they are without information, and are 
making inquiries on the subject, 

Has any further information reached you? 

Have you received any protests, and, if so, in what terms? 





No. 104. 
Foreign Office to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 25, 1902, 
T HAVE Inid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 17th instant 
relative to your request to Mis Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan, that he 
his influence for the encouragement of traffic on the Bak htis cd. 
Lond Lansdowne will transmit eopies. of your Iottor and its inelosre to Iis 
esty's Minister at ‘Tolan, and will inform’ him that it appears to hine desirable 
wy that he properly ean. 
1 of money whieh you et Mr, Procee’s disposil for the 
purpise indicated shold by sent to lis agents, Messrs. Hickic, Borman, and Oo, 
14, Waterloo Pla 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) T, Hl, SANDERSON, 





No. 105. 
India Office to Foreign Ofce—(Received February 20,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indi its his compliments to the Unders 
Scerotary of State for Foreign ion of Lont George Hamilton, 
forwards he h, for the informatic s ny of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 25th Fi to the ‘alleged occupation of Mixjawa 
by Captain Webb Wai 


India Office, February 26, 1902. 


Inclosure in No, 105, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Iuiin, 


(Telezraphie,) 
RUSSIAN Embassy supports Persia i 
Mirjawa and reported intention of 
thereby violating Pe 
Agre 1 
sequently. Please ti 
avoidl any sfeps which wil 


ia assured in 1888 and 
and warn Webb Ware to 





(1528) 








102 


No, 106. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received February 26.) 


(No. 1. Secret. Commercial.) 
(Tetegraphie,) P. Teheran, February 26, 1902, 

WITTE reference to your Lorlship's telegram No. 5, Commercial, of the 
18th October, 1901, T have purchased for the Government of Tudia a copy of the text 
of the Russo-Persian Tarif which ML. Golubofl, the Russian Commercial Delegate, 
took to St. Petersburgh in December last, 

m assured by the person who was able to procure it that the text of a Secret 

le (which it is difficult to obtain owing to its being in the possession of the Grand 

contains a stipulation that the Tariff shall not enter into operation until 

‘turkey has adhered to it, and that the Porsian and Russian Repres sat 

Constantinople are consequently pressing for the adhesion of the ‘Turkish Governe 
amnent, 

"This appears to me to be Likely enough, for under the ‘treaty of Erzeroum (p. 266 
of Hertslet’s collection of Persian ‘Mreaties) ‘Turkey has a special x » the benefit of 
which other na hit wish to ck Should this be the case, it m ight he ful 

the adhesion of ‘Turkey were ented or delayed by His Maj nbassy. 
Constantinople until His Majest ment has hiul time to ex i 
y goes to your Lordshi next Messenger, 
iT nook heen. kept ont of the cognimneo of the Nurkish 
ador, but his Excellency has given me a promise that he will write in thi 
sense to Constantinople 

om what ME ter of tho new ‘Lari? has made no progress 
at St, Poti Deco) she knows. 

1 have informed Mis Majesty's Embassy at Constantinople, as wll as the Tndian 
Government, of the foregoing, 





No. 107, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansiowne.—(Reerived February 26.) 


Tehran, Februnry 
nil dated xesten 
ian Government against ‘the 

A copy will he sent fo your Lordship by next week's 
messenger. T returned nn answer in aegordance with the news eommenicated 
by the tudian Goyer offect that doubt exists with + 
of the frontier, n tation havins ever t 
rogard to the particular stream (ont of sever 
River, T added, however, 
withdrawn, 

‘there never was a question of Webb Ware occupying Ladis, but he desired to 
sccupy Dozat, ‘That has heen stopped in time, and L consider the whole incident as 
oue much to be regeetted. It may be that your Lordship will find it necessary, in 
consequence of tho protest made by Russia, to adopt n stiffer attitude than would have 
been the caso under other circumstances towards the Persian Government, and to insist 
‘on our occupation of Mirja ng at least so long until the topographical 
question has been fully inquired into on the spot itself. 

¥ may auld, for your Lordship’s private information, that, though frequent Russian 
encronchments took place on the Persian fronticr before its final settlement, I kaow 
of none of recent date, 


ee 


s the Mirjaywa 
soil, the post would be 
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No. 108. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 26)) 


(No. 1h) 

(Telographic.) P. 
MIRJAWA question, 
AWith reference to your Lordships telegrain No. 11, and dated yesterday, the 

AMushir-ed-Dowleh made certain remarks to me to-day which make mé suspeet that 

the Russian Legation here, acting on the strength of reports sent from Seistan by the 

Russian Vice-Consul, instigated the protest made by the Persian Government, 

Thave informed the Indian Government of the foregoing, 


‘Tehran, February 26, 1902. 





No. 109. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 26.) 


Tehran, February 26, 1902, 
to your Lon clogram No. 12, repeating Six G, Scott's 
No. 16 of yestenay’s date, the solution of the question of the loan is expected ina fow 
ys by M, Naus. 

“elle demand for the pipe line Concession will, T suspect, be dropped by. the 
Russians, who will reply to your Lordship’s despatch’ No. 12 by stating that, the loan 
hhas already heen concluded with Porsi way render superfluous any further 
discussion of our taking any share 

Thave informed the Indian Government of the foregoing, 





No, 110. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 

(No. 70.) 
Sir, reign Office, February 26, 1902, 

THE Tussian Chargé d’Afaives called upon me to-day for the purpose of inquiring 
Whether I had any information as to alleged eneroachmonts by British troops at 
certain points on Persian territory beyond the line laid down under the Agreement of 
1596 as the boundary between Persia and Baluchistan, 

he places which he mentioned were Mirjawa, Dozab, and Tad 

1 told Baron de Graevenitz that we had received no protest. from the Persian 
Government, but that the attention of our Minister at ‘Tehran had been attracted to 
the matter, and that he hid at onee addressed an inquity to the Government of India. 
We had ourselves, on hearing of it, made a similar inquiry, but we hiad up to the 
present received no explanation. Should the result of our inquiries be to establish, 
the fact that our troops had occupied places on the Persian side of the frontier line, 
we should at once onder their recall, 

Baron de Graevenitz thanked me, and told me that he had been instructed to 
call my attention to these occurrences in defence of the integrity of Persia. 

T replied that both the British and Russian Governments were bound by inter- 
national obligations to respect the integrity and also the independence of Persia, and 
that I was glad to gather from his statement that we were at one as to this, 
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No, 111. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Foreign Office, February 26, 1902. 

F NCANSMIM to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Euphraits and Tris 
Steam Navigation Company, to a request which they ing to His 
Harrsty’s Consul-General at Ispahan to use his iufluence for the encouraseuront at 


Tt appears to be in the 
assisted to develop this tra 
sions of the promoters of 
Mr. Precee should take any 





No. 112. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 19.) . 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 26, 1902, 
Ail an interview with the Porsian Minister to-day, E informed higy, reply to 
quiries which lw made on the subject, that F hal n ram from you 
reporting that the Persian Gov tion to the oceupation of 
Mirjawa, on the Persie! il that you hat at once 
addessed an inquiry to the nthe subject. L'said that we had 
‘ourselves, on heaving tna at similar inquiry, Hit that we had up to the pmesent 
reecived no oxplanation, Should the result of oir inquiries he to establish the faet 
Aint our troops hind eeupied phicos on the Persian side of the frontier line nc cneeck 
at once order ticie recall. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 113, 


‘The Marquess of Lansilowne to Mr. Herbert. 


Foreign Office, February 26, 1902. 
dor spoke to me to-day on the subject of the aii 
i in connection with certain Musest dhows which had been 
habit of flying the Brench flay. 

Whe matter had, His Y Mild, heen very thoroughly investigated: by the 

Fronel naval suthorities on the spot, ‘Whey lind taken measure to satisfy themselves 

Palit OF tlie dliows to ily the French flag, and no new papers wool te 

issued, so that the diMeulty. was one which woukd disappear automatically in time. 

Hae, cea of the Tocal, inquiry: had, moreover, been to. establish that these ge no 

is we Tid al nzibar. The Sultan was, 

however, inclined to give trouble i he believed he 

had our support, is ent precautions had 

hoon taken to prevent any aluse of the we in these waters, 

Wnt lie felt sure that 1 would underst al of that right in the 

the pestis whieh alrendy possessed it and whose: papers were in onter as cute 
the question, 

a iguiabon requested me to regard this communication as informaly he offered it 
jigs hove that his explanation might avoid the recureonce of the difke nie which 
had arisen on former oveasion 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWN. 
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No. 114. 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 21.) 


VAMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments an Marquis de 
Lanslowne, et a Vhonneur de porter ’ la connaissance de. sa Seigneurie que la 
Sublime Porte vient d'étre informéo par le Muchir du 7 Comps d’Armée. que lee 
Commissaires Anglais de démarcation au Yemon dins leur premidre entrovurs avec 
ours collagues Ottomans ont prétenda que les villages ot tertitoires sis aucdcecce 
a°Ul Chiaki dépendent de Dali, et que lorsque les DélGgués Ottomans, se basant ove 
Jes Firmans Impériaux s dans le temps aux Oheikhs, ont fait savoir A coux-c 
que les dits villages ct territoires ne dépondent nullement de. T 
Anglais susi 

Les travaux de dé) 


séquemment par son Gouvernement 
bien aviser & co que les dits Délégués soiont invites 
he point soulever des prétentions sur des tervitoires qui ne sont point compre ex 


vertu de Pirmans Tmpériaux dans les neuf Cantons 


Ambassade Impériate de Turquie, Londres, 
Te 26 Fécrier, 1902, 


ee 


No. 116, 
India Offce to Woreign Office —(Received February 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for I Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgo Hamilton, 
forwards I tion of the Scoretary of State, copy of inclosutes in 

Caleutta, dated the 30th January, relating to the 
Aden delimitation, 


Indin Office, February 27, 1902. 


—————— 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 115, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay, 


(Telegraphic, ) Caleulta, January 2b, 1902. 

YOUR lettor 8th January: Aden delimitation, 

It has been ascertained irom 8 ¥ of Stato that the Wahab line referred to 
2 Ris telegram of Oth December, 1901, which was communicated to. you with my 
telegram dated 20th December, is the limit of the survey shown in Wahab's Roport 
on survey operations durin which was printed in 1898, ‘The second edition 
Graig, Aden Survey Map in five sheets of August, 1895, differs fiom the: map tn 
Nhab's Report, but Secretary of State has always referred to the map in that Report 
so far as it goes, as the ba » and Turkish Ambassador was shown this 
Government of India were previously ander impression. that Wahab line referral tg 
32 the approximate line shown in the tracing inclosed with Wahab's note ot 
Grd March, 1802, which is reproduced in map inelosed with Maitlans letter ot 
12th October, 1901, and Wahab and Maitland wore. probably under. same appre- 
hension. | Wahab sliould nov be able to hold out for a Good ling, for his Survey Map, 
Sf 2e01-92 extends up to the line advocated by Resident in paragraph 6 of his lotic, 
of aith November, and both here and elsewhere seems to leave daple margin for 
some exchange, 

Addressed to Bombay Political, and repented to Resident, Aden, for early com- 
munication to Wahab, who should acknowledge receipt, 


 ____ 


[1598] 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 115, 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Bombay, January 27, 1902, 
FOLLOWING from Resident, Aden :-— 
“Governor-General of Yemen reports that on account of illness of Moustafa Bey, 
departure of Ottoman Commissioners from Sana will he delayed some days.” 





No. 116. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 25.) 


‘THE Under-Seeretary of State for In presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards levowith, for tho information of the S of State, copies of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 26th February last, relating to the proposed D'Arcy loan 
to the Persian Government. 


India Office, February 27, 1902. 
Inclosure 1 in No, 116, 


covil G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(‘Heouvaphic.) Felruary 25, 1902. 
DARCY is inclined to Tend » Government 300,000/..on eondit 

Contract is filed in British Legation, and that in case of default revenues of 

customs are miude liable, Foreign Office disposed to agree to lien on the eust 

one oF two ports as eventual security provided Tien is not transferable without emis 
Initish Legation, and no h nve With customs by foreign 

Governments or thelr subjec ‘you any obse Tt hing ogenrted to mo 

(it, in addition to above conditions, we might stipulate t ould Inwwe option 

oF prior purchase should conc eaize se Reply as spon as 

possib 


Inclosure 2 in No, 116. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hanilton. 
(ography Mareh 1, 1903; 


YOUR telegrams of 26th and 27th Pebrnary, 
D'Arey loan. Laxree with your proposal. 





No. 117. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir J. Hardinge, 


Re 18.) 


1 HAVE received your despateh No, 15 of the 2nd instant, relative to objections 
raised by the Russian Legation at Tehran to the guard of Indian sowars attached to 
His Majesty's Consulate-General at Ispahan. ; 

‘the Tsnguage which you held to the Grand Vizier on the subject, as reported in 
your despatch, lias my approval. 


Foreign Office, February 28, 1902, 


&o, 
LANSDOWNE. 





No. 16.4, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Meryuess of Lansdlouene.—(Reccived February 28,) 


Commercial.) 
hic.) P, Constantinople, February 28, 1902, 
ce to Mandinge’s telegram No. 1, Commercial, of the 
26th February. The Russian Ambassador told the Minister foF Porcign Attain that 
he trusted the Turkish Government would consent to the raising of tho urkish 
toms from 6 per cent. to 8 per cent, Ie has not spoken to the Grand Visler on 
the subjec 
clay tatters, and desives a frank exchange of views and 
His. Majesty's Government and the Ottoman Government, 
interests as identical. He is particularly anxious that the Ttussian and 
ian Governments should xot kriow what he had said to me, and would prefer that 
I should not mention the subject to the Minister for Foreiun Affairs, 





No. 1160, 


colt torthe Marquess of Lavistdowne—(Receiced February 28.) 


lexraphie,) St, Petersburgh, February 28, 1902, 

THE Russ i » just sent mea Memorandum which purports, (o 
be a reply to my qu ud Memorandam on the subject of the Persitn loan 
referred to iny my 1) of the 20th February, 

According (o this Memorandum, our former exeliange of views referred only to 

by the two Goveruments to Persia, and not to a loan by w private 
\ The justice of the argument that, since both Govermments recognive the 
inlependence of Persia, the vight of the Persian Government to necessary fredonn of 
AGtian cannot be disputed, is admitted, but the Memorunduin adds that, the. question, 
What obligations to incur with the Russian Bank in its loan contract, Ie one! for the 
Persian Government alone. 

It is further stated that W of tlic fact that the conditions of the loan were 
published, they were no doubt known to Mis Majesty's Govertiments and also thet, 
{auging from the reports to hand, the revenues which form the security for the loan of 
1900 are not on a suflic firm Lasis to enable the “ Bangue des Picts” in its own. 
interests to view with indiffereneo other unalienated 16 

t further advances to the Persian Government. 
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No. 118. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1902. 

WITH reference to your letter of tha 21st instant, I am directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a note from the Turkish Ambassador,® 
complaining of the attitude of the British members of the Aden Delimitation Commis- 
sion with regard to certain territories which they claim on behalf of the Emir of 
Dhali. 

Lord Lansdowne proposes to reply, if the Seeretary of State for India concurs, 
that His Majesty’s Government are awaiting a full report from the British Delegates 
on the circumstances which led to the suspension of the work of the Commission, 









am, &e, 
(Signed) T, H. SANDERSON, 













No. 119. 






The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 






(No, 14. Confidential.) 







(Telegraphic) B. Foreign Office, Murch 1, 1902, 
PERSIAN loan. 
Please refer to Sir C. Scott's telegram No. 17, which has just been repeated 
to you. 


Before deciding whether it is expedient to make any reply to the Russian 
Memorandum, we must avai eceipt of the text. 

The Russian Gover e evidently attempti 
Prots r i the rejection of our offer, and th 
advancing 

It is clear that if the security ple 
for the fresh loan of a million whieh is now being negoti 
adequate for the smaller sum which would be requ 
the event of their accepting the advance of 500,001. w! we have offered to make. 
Nor would the general financial position of the Persian Government be more affected in 
the one case than in the other. Indeed, the result of necepting our advance, inasmuch A 
as the terms proposed for it were very fuvourable, would have been of greater advantage 
to Persia than a fresh loan from Ru for the whole amount. 


sss 
No. 120. 















to make the Banque des 
rgument which they are 


















ian loan of 1900 is sufficient also 
ed, it would he more than 
Persian Government in 














































Foreign Office to India Office. 







Sir, Foreign Office, March 1, 1902. 
1 AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to yon, to be laid before 
the Secretary of State for Tndin, the accompanying copy of a despatch from His 
iijesty’s Minister at Tehran,t in which he forwards and recommends a proposal made 
by the Persian Minister of Telegraphs that the branch line of telegraph from Borasjan 
to Ahwaz, Shuster, Dizful, and Mohammerah should be taken over by the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department and worked by them in the same way as the 
horassan line, > 
Tam to request that Lord Lansdowne may be favoured with Lord G, Hamilton's 
opinion on the Mulhbar-ed-Dowleh’s proposal, 






























Tam, & 


c. 
(Signed) , H. SANDERSON. 










} No. St. 
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No. 121, 


Sir A. Hardinge lo the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reeeiced Maich 2) 


(No. 18.) 
Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, March 2, 1902, 
WITIE reference to m: i gram and to your Lordship's 
telegrams Nos, 13 and 14, Confide ively, of yesterday’s date, Ihave learnt, 
on the authority of the Haki ians have just consented to 
make an advance to Persia of 1,500, ‘Dhis sum is to be advanced by instalments 
) will extend over a period of ‘The result will be ¢ 
Persin will be in more complete de ‘ n ever before on Russia. 
is of the loan were not within the Imowledge of the person who gave 
Mathie information, Tt is mow than. probable that the Russians haye dropped 
demand for the pip 
Taam prepared to} 
have hastened to conclude th 
and this confront us with the fait 
at St, Potowsburgh as well as the ( 





No, 122, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 15.) 
(elographie.) P, ign Office, Murch 2, 1902. 

IT HAVE reevived your telogram No, 7 of the ebruary. 

Mr, D’Arey has been informed that Wis May vernment are favourably 
disposed to his proposed advance to Persi ing that the arrangement for it 
should be revistered in the Bri ion; that they make no objection to his 
obtaining: a lien on the tev, he customs of on or'two of the southern ports as 
eventual security for the interest on the advance, with the proviso that withoet te 
consent of the British Legation such lien should not be transferable, and that. the 
Conditions shall be framed in such a manneras not to sive any opening for interferenos 
ty tiie Governments or subjects of foreign Powers in the customs revenues assigned as 
security for Mr. D'Arey’s advance. 

We ate also of opinion that, should any question arise of the trans 
security for this advance, the first option of iucquiring it should rest with 
Government 

You aro authorized to act in accordance with this dec 





No, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lunsitowne.—(Received March 8.) 


(No. 81.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 24, 1902, 
REFERRING to my despateh No. 49 of the 10th February, I have the honour 
0 transmull herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch from Ilis Majesty's Cousul 
at Jeddah, reporting eoutinued insecurity of the Mocea road. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) N. RB. O'CONOR, 
a er 


Tnelosure in No, 1 


Consul Devey fo Sir N, O'Conor. 
(No...) 
Sir, Jeddah, January 27, 1902. 
T HAVE the honour to report, with rogret, that turbuleuce on the part of the 
Bedouins continues, 
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Less than three weeks ago the attack, already reported, took place, and the 
telegraph-laying operations remain suspended. 

The Oteyba tribe, from the neighbourhood of Mecca, have resumed hostilities 
against the Harb Bedouins, who were mainly the authors of that outrage, 

A few days ago occurred again another serious road attack, at about 6 miles from 
Mecca, in which some 160 Bedouins and outlaws from various quarters, especially those 
of the Sahaf tribes, stopped and fired on a caravan of pilgrims from Jeddahy ‘The 
pilgrims were mostly Bokhariots, and were escorted by troop of some fifteen infantry. 
nen, of whom, unhappily, five were killed, while two Sheikhs and perhaps a score of 
the Arabs were Killed and wounded. This attack was made from several sides at once, 
in difficult ground, but in the daytime, which would indicate that the Bedouins are 
growing more aggressive and venturesome, 

T have, &e, 


(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


PS. January 29.—Further fighting took place between hostile Bedouins at 
about a mile’s distance from the town last night, in which it is said four wore killed of 
the Harb by the Oteyba, 

Gan. De 





No. 124, 
Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 8,) 


St, Petersburgh, February 28, 1902, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 50 of the 20th instant and ty tologram 
No. 17 of this day's date, T have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith 
FebY 018 Memorandum on the subject of the Persian loan which has just feuehed a 
fom the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and which purportedte reply to my 

Memorandum of the 6th (10th) February last. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES §, scorn, 


ee 


Tnelosure in No. 124, 
Memorandum, 


AVINH rogard to the Memorandum of the 6th (19th) February last, handed in by 
2 aecelloney the British Ambassador, the Ministry for Foreign’ Allain antticn it 
its duty to state as follows 

ie exchange’ of ‘views to which the British Embassy refer in, the abovor 
mentioned Memorandum could only concern Proposals for joint financial assistance to 
Persia on the part of the Imperial and British Governments, and. mata tee question 
ofa loan from a private banking establishment, 

on the other hand, as is justly pointed out in the Memorandum of tho British 
Embassy, it is impossible to dispute to. the Persian Government the nescssce freedom 
Hutction, that is, the principle of the independence of Persia sooner by both 
Russia and Great Britain; it was, therefore, for the Governmont of ato Majesty the 
Shah alone to judge what obligations it could take on itealf iy completing its'financial 

y with the Banque des Préts of Persia, 
Sane hn nitions of the loan concluded in 1900 were published, and 
doubtless are known to the British Government, 

Accordingly, as far as can bo judged from the information to hand, the revenues 
tatabTe had eaeuety for the loan of 1900 do not seem, apparently, to” be se firmly 
established that the Banque des Préts of Persia could ehaidne indifferent) for its 
own interests the assignment of other unalienated revenues of the country as security 
of any new foreign loan, 


St. Petersburgh, February 14 (27), 1902, 








iat 
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I replied, “Only latterly. Hitherto we have been officially assured that the amount 
is 5,000,000 tomans, and that the only condition is that for ten years Persia should 
borrow neither from her own banks nor from foreign Governments.” That side. by 
side with this condition there appeared to be demands from Russia for concessions, 
e.g» for-m pipe-line across Persia, and that perhaps it was the latter which was stopping 
the way. 

“Well,” resumed the Seyyid, “I heard what [now tell you a month ago. Tand 
others hastened to communicate with Shiraz, pointing out to our friends there that 
Bushire is the door of Shiraz, If they are murmuring it is our doing. We want the 
opposition to come from there. ‘The Hakimeul-Mulk and his party, and the son of 
Amin-ed-Dowleh here are ready, but there are many lukewarm fellows who must be 
bought, and we must feel that we have some support at our backs in case of need” 
“Moral support?” Yes, moral support. Secret, of course.” ‘Have you,” [ asked, 
“communicated with Nejef and Kerbela?” “Not yet. We have purposely refrained 
so far, ‘There is a swarm of spies there; our projects might get wind. The Ulama of 
Tran are sutficiont. When we speak out the great ones of Kerbela and Nejef will join 
their voices to ours,” 

“Could you not,” I said, “work in concert with the Atabeg. His intelligence 
Appeais to us, as no doubt to you, so much greater than that of any others. Besides 
those otliers are hungry; they would all require to be fed.” “The Atabeg,” replied 
Soyyid Abdullah, “sees only one thing, viz, that if he does not get this money. he is 
lost. ‘The others are not so hung 


He has no sense, 

devour, while the 
chind his back, If an outsider is to eat it up it 
id be you than others.” 

‘The English," said, “are a very loyal people. ‘They would view any action 
‘against the Shah with regret. ‘Chey would consider that the nation should make him 
understand his duties.” “No one wants to quarrel with the Shah,” replied the Seyyid, 

it is impossible to make him understand. ‘The Atabeg sees only. his personal 

ts.” Doos the Zil know of your ideas ? possibly his eyes are open,” We have 

oken to him.” the Vali Ald?” “No. “He is the son of his father, and 

“Who are the principal Mujtahids in Isfahan besides Agha 

Mirza Nasru Vah, and the Imam Juma, ‘The others are 

ninor importance.” “And in Shiraz?” he Imam Juma, and Haji Sheikhcele 

Reis, All of them are with us." “Are you prepared to renew your proposition of an 
internal loan?" “ Yes; to a limited aniount and for definite expenditure,” 

My visit had lasted nearly an hour and a-half, When I rose to go the Seyyid with 
Inany injunetions as to the solemn seereey of this interview charged me with salutations 
to the Minister and expressions of thanks. T hope,” he said, “we may soon arrange to 
invot.” ‘Then, as if halt to himself, he addeil, [have been easting about to see-trom 
whom 1 could raise a loan of, say, 2,000 tomans. ‘That ought to be enongh to assure the 
others, to stop their mouths," “He then accompanied me to the doors of the room and 
we parted. ‘the interview vas conducted with all the usual display of secrecy, the 
servants sent away, the doors clos 


‘Tehran. February 5, 102, 





No, 126, 
A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoune—(Receited March 1) 


(No. 24) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 15, 1902. 

MY United States’ colleague informs me that the Grand Vizier has been urging 
him to impress upon this Government the openings for American trade in Persia, and 
has stated that if an American line of steamers to the Persian Gulf could he started, as 
he suggested it might he with a subsidy ftom Washington, it would receive every 
encouragement and support at the hands of the Persian Goveroment, 

His Highness, alluded in this connection to the important part recently played by 
the United States in maintaining the indepenstence and integrity of China, and indicated 
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hope that the creation and development of American commercial interests in Persia 
might similarly lead the American Government to watch with greater attention the 
political future of this country. ia ‘i 
Mr. Grescom seemed to think that the views expressed by the Grand Vizier on this 
subject were quite carnest and sincere, and not simply a piece of Persian flattery. sorved 
up to please the hearer, and convince him of the speaker's friendly feelings towards his 
muntry. i 
Oe Koning tis abo oj uaa Wa unipenoncto doabt Jt the Jangunge held by his 
ness and. the analogy’ which was in his mind between the situation of Persia and 
a in relation to Russia are I think sufficiently significant, when his ultraeRussophile 
reputation is borne in mind, to merit notice, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No, 127, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4.) 


No. 25, 
Ny Lord, Tehran, February 13, 1902, 
THAD the honour of an audience of the Shah to-day to inform’ His Majesty 

that the King would receive him in the middle of July should he still propose to’ visit 
England, 

he Shab said that he hoped (odo wo, and thnt in this case it would give him the 
greatest pleasure to accept the King’s invitation, Ie was most anxious to make the 
Personal acquaintance of His Majesty, which hie had heen unable to do two years ago, 
observing a slight tone of uncertainty in the manner in which His Majesty spoke of his 
journey. said that I trusted that there was no doubt as to its realization, to which he 
replied that he hoped not, I went on to say that I should bo glad to he favoured with 
an indication as to the progtamme of the Royal visit to England, the places he would 
wish to visit, &c., as I felt sure it would he the wish of our Court and Government. to 
arrange the details of His Majesty's stay in such a way as to render it most agreeable to 
himself, The Shah promised to let me know this through the Grand Vizier, and. said 
that he had given that Minister a Memorandum with orders to reud it to ane in reply to 
your Lordship's despatch No.2 of the Gth January, which had been duly laid before bim, 
“1 wish,” he said, * to maintain the old friendly relations between Persia and. England, 
1 follow the policy of my father, but I endeavour even more than he did to maintain the 
equilibrium,” by which His Majesty meant the balance of influence between. Rus 
Great Britain, 1 remarked that it was in the interests of these good relations. that 
T hoped so much from His Majesty's visit to London ; though of late they might. have 
been slightly weakened, 1 had done all in my power to promote them here, but. a few 
words from His Majesty would be more effective than anything I e4 
Lfelt, therefore, that a personal exchange of views between, him 
Your Lordship would be fraught with the most excellent. resul 
id not much relish the idea of' a pol 


I, of course, 

weil that His Majesty's wishes would be serupulously 

respected by the British Government, whose chief desire in connection with his stay in 

England was that it should be as pleasant as possible to their illustrious guest, his, {lis 

Majesty said, he felt sure would be the case, as he had always heard that the King’ was 
the kindest and most charming of hosts, 

;The Shah's demeanour throughout the interview was very friendly. He appeared in 
excellent health, and has, I believe, greatly benefited by the outdoor fife vhiel he enjoys 
at his various shooting boxes, for one of which he is leaving to-morrow, 

seit Ut Ns Feported a few days ago that before going to England His Majesty would 
Visit the Czar, and I heard from a high official ot the Foreign Oifice that the Geand 
Vizier's idea was to borrow enough frour Russia to get him to St. Petersburgh, where the 
loan negotiations would be finally concluded. If'sich a scheme was ever entertained, 
nd his Highness denies that it was, it would seem to have fallen through, as the Grand 
Vizier tells me that no invitation to St. Petersburgh Lid as yet. heen received by the 


(1528) 2q 
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Shah, so that there can be for the present no question of His Majesty's going there, 
The Shah had talked of going to St. Petersburgh, and his Highness liad pointed out 
that his dignity required him to wait for an invitation. ‘This was perhaps’ he added, 
the origin of the rumour to which I had referred of his intended visit to that 
Court, 
Thaye, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. TARDING! 





No. 128, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 26, Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘hran, February 16, 1902, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith « translation of the Memorandum by the 
Shah, reterred to in my last preceding despatch which the Atabeg-i-Azam communicated 
to me at aa interview yesterday evening, and a copy of which he allowed me to take 
tinolticially, in the saine way as I had given him one of your Lordship's despatch No. 2 
of the Gth ultimo, 
‘This paper, said his Highness, had been composed by the Shah him 
dlered himself » great diplomatist, and who had, when writing it in their presence, 
Yefused to permit any criticism or suggestions with regard to it either from his Grand 
Vizier or Foreign Minister. Your Lordship will observe that His Majesty declares that 
his Government will never come to. an understanding with any foreign Power against 
Grent Britain, does not intend alienating any portion of Persian territory to a foreign 

ver for a military station, and will not pledge any of its internal revenues. ‘These 
official declarations are certainly satisfactory, and make up for much which is irrelevant 
in the Shah's answer, 

T said T felt sure your Lordship would receive His Majesty's communication with the 
to whicl its Royal authorship entitled it, even though it did not touch in a very 
or valegorical manner all the points referred to in your despatch. You had nod, 

Timagined, written that despatch for the purpose of engaging in a controversy with the 
Persian Goverment, but merely in order to formulate in the frankest and most Frienlly 
manner the conditions essential to the maintenance of our present relations with Perel 
Te ieaportant point was that these conditions should. be thoroughly understood by H 
Imperial Majesty as well as by his responsible advisers. 

iIhe Grand Vizier said he felt sure that your Lordship's despatch, a copy of which 
would he preverved in the secret archives of the Persian Foreign Olice, had done ood 
in bringing thexe facts to His Majesty’s notice, and Tam convinced, if T may say so 
without disrespect, that its plain language at this particular juncture Hins been of reat 
service to our interests belief which our rivals have done their utmost to encourage 
hero, that we were so much weikened and engrossed by our South African troubles nse 
be unable to take any effective mensmes for the defence of our position in Asia, haw not 
beon altogether without influence on the minds of the Persian Ministers, whose views of 
the Boor war and the light thrown by it on our military power are necessarily derived. a 
the main, as scarcely any of them Know any English, from the unfriendly Continental 
ress, 
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We had a long talk on this subject, with the details of which I need not trouble 
your Lordship, but in the course of which the Grand Vizier remarked that the Russians 
were continually suggesting to the Shah that we had designs on Seistan, Persian 
Beluchistan and the Gulf ports, and that His Majesty was very suspicious and sensitive 
on these points. As an instance of this, he had greatly resented our interference on 
behalf of the Sheikh of Mohammerah : “These people,” he had said, talk about 
their desire to maintain my independence, and yet they meddle between me and my 
Provineial Governors. What business is it of theirs if T establish a Persian Custone 
honse at Mohammerah. What have they to do with the Sheikh?” T explained, said 
his Highness, “that the question affected your trade, and the general question of peace 
and quiet onthe Karun, but the Shah is very touchy on such matters.” Thave no doubt 
that the Grand Vizier mado the most of his master’s susceptibilities, but they are 
probable easy to arouse, and a reflection of them is perceptible in the allusions which 
Mis Majesty’ makes in his Memorandum to the necessity of non-interference by foreign 
Powers with Local Governors, 

1 mentioned in the course of our conversation the language held ly the Shah in the 
forenoon as to his wish to avoid any political discussions in England, “Tam glad,” suid 
his Highness, “that you have seen for yourself what he is; i wil help you to appreciate 
my difficulties with him and the trouble whieh T have in getting him to deal with grave 
public questions as he shoul 

T venture to think it might be desirable to obtain some permanent official indorses 
ment of the Shah’s declarations, of which we have at present only an unofficial copy, "To 
ask for an alficially certitied copy. of His Majesty's Memorandum might arouse. the 
suspicions of the Persian Ministers, who are most averse to putting theit seals to 
avything : but perliaps your Lordship might, if you thought. ft, send me a despatch which 
T should be ordered to transmit officially to the Grand Vizier reeapitulating, and acknow. 
edging in appreciative terms, the friendly assurances given by the Shah, Aa 
acknowledgment of my note sending this despatch might He insured by a request for 
explanations on some minor point, ¢.g., the passage about Local Governors, und this 
general acknowledgment would give to His Majesty's verbal communication the 
requisite imprimatur of his Government. ‘Chere are no doubt other ways of obtaining 
this object, but I respectfully sugwest this as perhaps the simplest, 

Thaye, &, 
(Signed) ARTUR fi, HARDIN 


—$<$<<$___ 
Tnclosure in No, 128, 


His Mojesty the Shah's autograph Letter to the Grand Vizier, 


(Translation, 
1 HAVE road carefully the translation of the despatch addressed to his. Hxeclleney 
the British Minister by the British Minister for Foreign Affairs. You may communtente 
following verbally to the British Representative for communication to the British 
cretary of State tor Foreiim Affairs, 
Firstly, that we, and our Ministers who earry ont our policy, have always unhest. 
aly respected and highly apprecinted the friendly relations which have happily 
fxisted between the Persian Government and that of Great Britain, and always de ou 
best to preserve the balance of friendship between that Government and. other Bowers, 
{nil to maintain and continue the policy which we have inherited from our Inte. august 
father, 
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In order to establish a financial equilibrium, the Persian Government, like other 
Governments, desires to increase its resources and {o put the different Administrations of 
the country, such as Customs, &e., on a proper footing, but in doing this it does not 
wish to give differential treatment to the trade of [foreign] Powers, ‘The English 
Government, according to its own statement, and for the maintenance of the friendship 
and the integrity of Persia, ought to give its assistance in this matter, but not prevent 
such measures or ask that an exception should be made from the general rule, It has 
never been, nor is it now, the intention of the Persian Government to pledge the 
revenues* of any part of the country to any one, but this must be by the will of the 
Persian Goyernment itself, and not at the bidding of any foreign Power. 

‘The Persian Government is doing its utmost to maintain its friendly and com- 
mercial relations with Great Britain, but it considers itself justified in changing any of 
the Provincial Governors, whether great or small, when it thinks it necessary to do so, 
and the English officials, as well as the officials of other Governments, must look for 
the maintenance of such friendly and commercial relations to the Persian Government, 
and not to the local authorities. 

The Persian Government has never come, and will not come, to any understanding 
with any Power against the British Government, and has never desired, and does 
not now desire, to alienate any part of us territory, even to tle extent of a span, to any 
one, for the erection of fortifications against the English Government, The latter 
should not listen to false reports and become suspicious of us. It should have tull 
confidence in our goodwill, and rest assured that we are doing our best to encouraxe 
British trade, and’ will continue to do so, so far as such efforts of ours do not affect 
the independence of Persia, in which case no foreign Power has the right to expect 
this of us, 

We hope that the British Minister, who is well aware by experience s 
arrived at our Court of our good feclings towards His Majesty's Government, will 
communicate the above to the British Minister for Fureign Affirs in a most friendly and 
conciliatory manner. 


February 13, 1902, 
























































No. 129. 
Sir A, Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4.) 


(No, 27. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tehran, February 16, 1902. 
‘MIE Grand Vizier bad a long interview yesterday with my Russian colleague, of 

which he gave me in account in the course of the conversation reported by me in my 

Jast preceding despa 
M. Argyropoulo confirmed the news already ree 
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ved by the Persian Government. 
. Petersburgh, to the effect that M. de Witte absolutely refused 
ancial assistanice unless the asked for to the Persian 
‘and that Count Lamsdorif was powerless to alter his decision, The 
Russian Government pointed out that when Persia was in financial difficulties two years 
ago, and England and France had both refused to help her, Russia had generously come 
to her reseue. Since then the Persian Goverument had given the British Government 
central telegraphsline across Beluchistan, and had granted to an English eapitalist the 
‘monopoly of the petroleum and other mineral oils to be found in the whole o 
and Southern Persia. When, however, Russia asked for so small a con 
facilities for the transport through Persia of her own surplus petroleum, she was met 
with a refusal, Her request was innovent and moderate one, and it was quite 
possible that the pipecti eet practice, not be realized, or might not take 
effet for some year Ide Witte attached importance to @ promise that the 
concession should be given, if only as a proof of the good-will of the Persian Govern 
ment, 
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icier's observing to the Russian Minister that the demand made by 
with the Concession given to Mr. d’Arey, M. Argyropoulo cited the 
ions of the Russian lawyers, and said that he was convinced that even an 
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English Judge would give his decision in their favour, if invited to arbitrate on the 
question. He proposed that the Concession should be granted at once, and said that, if 
Mr, d’Arcy appealed to arbitration and the Arbitrators decided in his favour, the 
Russian Pipe-line Company would itself be ready to pay whatever compensation they 
might award to him, 

The Grand Vizier said the question was attended by so many diffieulties that he 
wanted more time to consider it, He did not say he would refuse the Russian demand 
altogether ; on the contrary, he would give it his most careful attention ; but the Persian 
Government was in immediate want of money ; the Shah was bent on having it without 
fresh conditions, and it was hard to insist on one being granted which might occasion 
complications with England. If the Concession was so unimportant, why should M, de 
Witte lay so much stress upon it? 

Tremarked to his Highness that Persia might contend (1) that at a moment when 
she was beginning to develop her own oil industry, it was not reasonable to require her 
to give Russian oil special facilities for competing with it, and (2) that it would be 
awkward for the Shah, just as he was about to pay a visit to London, which would 
probably include a reception in the city, to find himself involved in litigation with an 
English Syndicate on account of an alleged violation of a Commercial Concession just 
granted to it, The cancelling of the Régie Concession and the subsequent lottery affair 
had done Persia's eredit infinite harm in the London money market, and was partly 
responsible for the failure of the last English loan and the present financial difficulties, 
It would be the height of folly to repeat. this mistake when Persia was once more 
beginning, through Mr. d’Arey, to get into touch with English capital, though it was 
quite conceivable that its repetition, however injurious to Persian interests, might. not be 
displeasing to Russi 

‘The Grand Vizier quite admitted the foree of my arguments, but asked what on 
earth was he to do? He was like a walnut between the two pincers of a nut-eracker. 
It was impossible to make the Shah understand, He wanted to start in six weeks! time, 
aud insisted on having the money. 

T said there were three courses open: (1) Complete surrender to Russia, which 
meant the alienation of English sympathy, and might he fraught with the gravest dangors 
in the future; (2) the reopening of negotiations for financial help from Kngland ; and 
(8) the postponement for another year of the Shah's journey, which, under all the eitcum- 
stances, was perhaps the simplest way out of the dilemma, 

His Highness answered that the first and third courses, and particularly the third, 
Were impossible, and | hear from another source that the Shah sharply reprimanded 
Sir Hugh Adcock for telling the Grand Vizier that a visit to European baths this year 
was not absolutely essential to His Majesty's health, ‘The second course bristled with 
difficulties, but he would think it over, and ask me to see him na few days, In 
the meantime, he would telegraph a last desperate appeal to the Persian Representative 
at St, Petersburgh, 

I suggested, as a possible fourth course, that the money should be procured in 
Persia either by an internal loan, a course whieh I knew M, Naus was inclined to favour, 
or by the pawning of some of the superfluous jewellery|which lay hidden in the cellars of 
the Palace. His Highness said that M. Naus, when le talked of an internal loan, forgot 
that Persia was not Belgium ; that even if the money could be raised by this means it would 
take an immense time to procure it and it was wanted at once, as, apart from the Shah's 
Journey, there was a deficit of 300,000, in the Budget. As for selling the Royal pearls 
and jewels, such a course would cause the greatest scandal, and would discredit the 
Shah with his people. His own personal servants would say shame on him, As a 
curious instance of this feeling, he told me in the strictest confidence that Hix Majesty 
had tried the other day to dispose of some of the turquoises in the Palace, and had heen 
insulted for doing so by one of the Royal eunuchs, who said to him: “Have you given 
away every coin in your Treasury to the Christians that you must now sell to them the 
Jewels of your Kingdom?” His Majesty was at first very indignant, and gave orders 
that the eunuch should be killed, but his good nature very soon got’ the better of his 
wrath, and he spared the man’s life, remarking sadly, “If my own domestic slaves 
dlare to speak to me thus of my selling my jewels, what will not be the anger of the 
nation?” 

1 have not yet seen the text of the draft Concession for which M, de Witte is 
asking, but I cannot help suspecting that it may contain some provisions w 
Grand Vizier is unwilling to show me, giving the Russian Company a grant of land at 
the point at which the pipe-line reaches the Gulf, for the nominal purpose of facilitating 
the sri ‘a shipping of its oil, and that this emplacement may eventually form 
(52s: 2 
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the basis of a naval station, A vague and crude account of the scheme, which has 
reached me from a Palace source, certainly seemed to suggest some such idea. 

I hear from the same source that the Shah lately sounded the Azud-ul-Mulk, an 
elderly Kajar magnate, as to his willingness to sueveed the present Grand Vizier, that 
the Avad-ul-Mulk declined the dangerous honour on the ground of his inexperience in 
affairs, and that the Russian Legation, on being informed of this, found means of 
letting His Majesty know that the maintenance in office of the Atabeg-i-Azam was a 
conilit is getting the funds he requires. ‘This, however, is as likely as not Palace 
gossip. 

Thaye, &e. 
ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 130. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received March 4.) 


Sir, Admiralty, March 3, 1902. 

TAM commanded hy my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit. heres 
with, for the information of the Secretary. of State for Foreign Affiirs, a co 
Annual Report on the Slave Trade for the year 1901 from the Ce mander-in-chief, East 
Tndies, together with a copy of a letter from the Commanding Oficer, His Majesty's ship 
“ Cossack,” inclosed therein.) 

Tam, &e, 

EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 130. 
Rear-Admirat Bosunguel to Admiralty. 


Sin, “ Highflyer,” at Bombay, February 5, 1902, 

WITH reference to section 6, p. 2, vol. I, of the Slave Trade Instructions, I 

to make the following report, for the information of the Lords 
joners of the Admiralty, of the steps taken during the past year for the 
n of the Slaye ‘Trade on the station under my command. 

2, Owing to the constant employment of the vessels on the Persian Gulf divi 
political and other duties, no opportunity has occurred of systematically patrolling the 
coast on that division, 

3, ‘The inclosed report hy Commander Cartwright, of His Majesty's ship Cossack,” 
shows that ‘Traffic in Slaves still continues to a certain extent at Sur, but although that 
part of the Persian Gulf division is probably more under the supervision of vessels of 
the squadron than any other part of this station, Commanding Officers are powerless to 
deal with the evil hecuose of the protection obtained by dhows engaged in the trade by 
the siuiple means of flying the French flag. 

4, No captures have been nade, but reports of fugitive slaves claiming protection 
‘on board His Majesty ships in the Persian Gulf have been forwarded for the information 
of their Lordships from time to time as detailed below :— 

His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” at Basidu on the 8th March, 1901: one fugitive slave 
(ast Indies submission No. 103 of the 15th March, 1901). 

His Majesty's ship.“ Cossack” at Sur, on the 22nd March, 1901: two fugitive 
slayes (Bast Indies submission No. 282, of the 25th July, 1901). 

His Majesty’s ship Sphinx,” at Dalma Island, on. the 5th September, 1901: two 
fugitive slaves (East Indies submission No. 290, of the 2nd October, 1901). 

3, Mt Aden no cruising hus tken place, and uo information was received of 
Slave ‘Trade having been carried on at or between any of the ports of the Aden 
division, 

L have, &, 
(Signed) DAY H, BOSANQUET, 


No. 182°. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Foreign Office —(Received March 4.) 
Constantinople, March 4, 1902. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 
Commander Cartwright to Captain Field. 


ir, “Cossack,” at Bushire, May 29, 1901. 
{ HAVE the honour to report that I interrogated the fugitive slaves who came on 

board His Majesty’s ship under my command when lying at Sur, and, from their 
evidence, it would appear that considerable numbers of slaves are imported yearly into that 
lace. 

u 2. One of the slaves informed me that his master, whose name is Mabomed-bin- 
Rashid, has a dhow whieh flies the French flag, and this vear alone he brought a cargo of 
about fifty slaves and landed them at Sur, and all agreed that a considerable number of 
fresh slaves were in the town. Even those dhows which have not French papers will 
hoist the French flag if a British crviser is seen. 
3. The slaves arrive in April, May, and the early part of June, and are usually landed 
between Ras-el-Had and Sur. If there is no British man-of-war about they will land them 
actually at Sur. At Sur the slaves are sold and sent inland or up the Gulf in ones 
and twos, 

4, One of the slaves stated that if they take refuge on board a French man- 
of-war they are turned back. iy thus ignoring Article XXVIII of the Brussels Con- 
vention the French men-of-war and Consul, no doubt, curry favour with the local Arabs, 

T have, 


&e. 
(Signed) M, G. CARTWRIGHT, 











No, 131, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—( Received March 4) 


(No, 14.) 

(Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, March 4, 1902. 
THB date proposed by the Shah for his visit to England is any time between the 

10th and 26th July; the visit to last about ten days. His Majesty would prefer to 

have left France before the National éte of the 1ath July. 





No. 132. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 4.) 
iN 15.) 
‘Velegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 4, 1902. 

T HAVE been told by the Grand Vizier that the pipe line demand has not yet 
been withdrawn by the Russians, consequently it is still possible that the Darcy 
arrangement may come to something, but it is his Highness’ particular wish that the 
strictest secrecy should be observed. 














No, 133, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 

(No. 71.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 59 of the 20th ultimo reporting 
the steps tuken by you in pursuance of the instructions in my despatch No, 40 
ft the 8th ultimo, relative to the offer of financial assistance to the Government of 

ersia. 

Your language to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, as reported in your 

despatch, has my approval. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 134, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 
ie: 72.) é 
ir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1902. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatches No. 53 of the 15th instant and No. 63 
of the 20th instant, relative to the reported demand by the Russian Bank at Tehran 
of a Coucession for a pipe-line to convey oil from Baku to the Persian Gulf, 

T approve the language which you held to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
support of the contention of His Majesty’s Government that such a Concession would 
infringe the rights granted to Mr, D’Arey. 











LANSDOWNE, 





India Office to Foreign Offce,—( Received March 5.) 






























THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 28th February last, relating to the Aden Delimitation. 


India Office, March 4, 1902, 











Tnelosure in No. 135. 


Lord G. Hamilton (0 Government of India, 





(Bolegraphic.) February 28, 1902. 











T AM awaiting the Commissioner's report. promised from Aden, Meanwhile, 
O'Conor urges resistance to any enlargement of scope of inquiry, or any historical 
discussion with Porte, Sole object of Commission was to define existing boundaries 






igation, T agre 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Received March 9.) 





‘PILE Under-Secretary of State nis his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Ati W direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
to the Vieoroy, dated the 28th February, relating to the Russian demand for a pipe 
line in Persia, 

India Office, Mareh 4, 1902. 

























Tnelosure in No. 136. 








Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 












(Telegraphic. February 28, 1902. 
CE tte ram, 19th February. It seems not improbable that Russian demand 
for pipe line will be withdrawn in consequence of our representations. 
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No. 137. 


Sir ©. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 5.) 

(No. 22.) 

(felegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, March 5, 1902, 
THE Persian Minister professes to be entirely ignorant of any agreement to make 

the reported advance, referred to in Sir A, Hardinge’s telegram’ No, 18, having been 

come to by Russia. ‘The negotiations here are, he says, at a standstill until a promised 

communication reaches han fromm ME, de Witte, who has very bluntly informed him that 

the Persian Government must do without a loan unless they are willing to accept his 

conditions, 








No, 138. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott, 
(No. 75.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1902, 

THE Russian Chargé d’Affaires asked me to-day whether any reply had been 
received to the inquiries which we had made of the Government of India with regard 
to the alleged occupation of certain places on the Perso-Baluch frontier. 

T told Baron de Greovenita that, wo had lieard nothing from tho Goverment of 
India, but that our Minister at Tehran had reported that the Government of India 
had never had any intention of occupying Dozab and Ladis, and that: these places lad, 
in fact, not been occupied. As for Mirjawa, we understood that it was the name of a 
stream, the precise position of which with reference to the boundary (which had not 
yet heen delimited) was not easy to locate, If, however, it were to be found that it 
was in Persian territory, we should certainly not remain there, 

Baron de Grevenitz thanked me, and said that, to the lest of his own belief, 
Mirjawa was the name of a district, and not of a river. 























Tam, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 139, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 6.) 


Sir, India Office, March 6, 1902. 
I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 24th ultimo, transmitting a copy of a note of a verbal communication made by 





the Russian Chargé d’AMfaires, under instructions from his Government, in regard to the 
alleged occupation by officers of the Indian Government of Mirjawa, and the intended 
oceupation of Duzab and Ladis, 






egram of the 3rd instant it appears that a post has 
heen built by the Assistant Commissioner at a place called Padahu, opposite Mirjawa, 
therefore on the left bank of the Ladis River and on the right bank of the 'Tablab (or 
Mirjawa) River. If this is the case, the post appears to be on the Persian side of the 
Doundary demarcated in 1896 (see paragraph 15 of Colonel Holdich’s letter of the 
23rd June, 1806, which formed the fourth inclosure to the Sceret letter* of the Governs 
‘ment of India of the 8th September, 1896). 

‘The question then arises whether immediate orders should be given for at least a 
temporary withdrawal of the post; or whether the result of the negotiations for a fresh 
demarcation, which appear to have been suggested by Sir A. Hardinge, should bo 
awaited. Upon this point Lord George Hamilton would be glad to be favoured with 
Lord Lansdowne’s views. 

Another question which has arisen out of the present correspondence relates to the 
unfriendly attitude which has been adopted by the Persian Customs officials, who appear 








* Forwarded tothe Foreign Offce, October 9, 1806, 
(1528) 
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to be acting in concert with the Russian Viee-Consul with the object of placing obstacles 
in the way uf the development of the new trade route between India and Eastern Persia, 
His Lordship considers that this matter calls for a strong representation being made to 
both the Governments concerned. 











Lam, &e. 
(Signed) A. 





LEY. 





Tnclosure 1 in No, 139, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic ) India Office, February 25, 1902, 

RUSSIAN Embassy supports Persia in protest against alleged occupation o 
Mirjawa, and reported intention of Webb Ware to establish posts at Dozab and Ladis, 
thereby violating Persian Srontier contrary to Protocol of Persian-Beluch Demarcation 
Agreement 180, and infringing the ‘integrity of Persia assured in 1888 and 
subsequently, 

Please telegraph exact position of affairs, and warm Webb Ware to avoid any steps 
which will have to be retraced, 








Tnclosure 2 in No, 199. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Tolographie,) March 3, 1902, 

YOUR telegram of 25th February: Mirjawa, 

Sce papers sont with Foreign Sceretary’s letter dated 5th December, 

Holdich in 1896 only surveyed and demareated boundary to pillar 11; thenee to 
Koh Malik Siah boundary was merely described and marked on inaceurate map; there 
Aare no pillurs on this part of the line, and recent survey throws doubt on. the point 
where the line leaves the river, and shows that line on his map from this point to Koh 
Malik Siah doos not follow the watershed according to the intention of Agreement, 

Webb-Ware, apparently holding Ladis River to. be Mirjawa River, seems to have 

post at Padaha, opposite Mirjawa, on the right bank of the Talub. 
In communicating Persian protest, Mardinge, in November, suggested demarcation, 
We have agreed in a letter, dated ith February, explaining position and making 
suggestions as to line boundary should follow, We also warned Yate that we could 
claim nothing on the right banks of the Talub and Mirjawa Rivers, and that no attempt 
should he made to buitd post at Dozab, Hardinge was informed: these orders will new 
be repeated 

Recent report from Seistan shows that Russian Consul is actively encouraging} 
Belgian officials to establish Customs posts on out border, and to mabe diffeniter ete 
Customs Regulations. 

On 16th February Miller, with Russian engineer, Korniloff, and nine Cossacks, was 
at Hurmak on the way to join Molitor at Koh Malik Siah, and Russian traveller, Milos, 
was at Ladis, Molitor informed Benn privately that Customs post at Koh Malik Sink 
would also be Cossack and quarantine post, 

T vould refer again to my telesram 11th October, and sugzest that this opportunity 
should be taken to protest against tonrs of the Russian officials along our border, Wo 
are anxious for fair and reasonable settlement of the uncertain boundary, but we shall 
be unable to seenre this if Russian Consul is permitted to march about stirring up 
Political trouble ; his conduct appears to us to be distinctly unfriendly. 

(Sent London ; repeated to Hardinge,) 





























Tnelosure 3 in No. 139. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 





(Telegrnphic.) March 3, 1902, 
MY telegram of to-day: Mirjana, Following telegram received from Benn dry 


Robat, Isth February — i 
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«My telegrams of 14th, 15th, 16th February. After hoisting Russian flag at point C., 
Miller retired next day to place 4 miles back, north of Koh Malik Siah Ziarat, called 
Diwanchah, where he also hoisted flag. When I arrived at point C., where 1 had 
already sent my camp to watch his movements, Miller and Molitor were starting— 
former for Diwanchah, latter for Seistan. Molitor is fining a British caravan 10 rupees 
per camel for having taken short cut from British territory to Seistan before reaching 
Robat, and thus having avoided his post in Koh Malik Siah, which is nov a post for 
recovery of dues, which are recoverable in Seistan only. I said short cut from main route 
10 Scistan branches off in British and not in Persian territory, and as I had no jurisdiction 
on the trade route east of Robat, 1 could not guarantee caravans following’ main route 
from Nushki to Robat. I said that T would inform Indian authorities of hig wishes, and 
could guarantee caravans passing his post after their leaving Robat, I added that now 
that caravans could zet no supplies at Robat, it was perhaps natural they should avoid 
Koh Malik Siah route for shorter one, which also had good grazing. Molitor refused to 
accept this, and left saying that, if he fined present offender, it would prevent repetition 
of the offence. Molitor also prevented flock of sheep passing in direction of Robat. I 
would point out unfriendliness of his behaviour generally. 

“Regarding present situation, generallly, I would again submit, for consideration of 
Government, that Miller has now paved the way for further hostile intrigues on our border, 
also, with one Russian officer in Sarhad, another in Seistan, Dr, Miller also at hand, and 
Customs officials seemingly prepared to. adopt unfriendly attitude, it is difficult for our 
interests to be adequately protected, while T am single-handed, and while ‘Thanadar, 
Robt, has only six levies sowars to support him, Miller brought nine Cossacks and 
about ten armed loeal sowars, I only had two sowars, rest being on ‘Treasury guard 
Seistan. 

“Tf not inconsistent with policy of the Government of India, 1 would again urge 
temporary location of small force in Koh Malik Siah, to strengthen my hands and sive 
confidence to traders, As matters ow stand, caravans arriving at Robat find no supplies; 
owing to Customs orders, they are liable to intimidation at Customs post on Koh Malik 
Siah, and are then fined for avoiding latter, I met four large caravans of supplies going 
to point ©, ‘These may be for Tehran, Cossack force said to be arriving here 
immediately.” 

Previous telegram referred to described how Russian Vice-Consul, Miller, with 
Korniloff and nine Cossacks, was at Hormuk about to follow Belgian Molitor to place 
selected by latter for Customs post close to Robat and deseribed by Benn as * point 0." 
1 think that the strongest protest should he addressed to the Russian Government 
against Miller's threatening and bellicose attitude, his indefensible procedure in hoisting 
Russian flag, and his uncalled-for interference in matter{a|, viz. site of Customs post, 
which concer{s) British and Persian Governments alone, [also suggest that Hardinge 
should be instructed to inform the Persian Government of what we have beard, and to 
say that, while we entertain most friendly sentiments towards Persinn Government, have 

16 desire to encroach, and are anxious to settle any local dispute in amicable spirit, it is 

intolerable that these Customs officers on ovr side of border should, with open support of 

1 official, adopt so hostile an attitude; and I think he should press for recall of 

both Molitor and Cesari, and substitution of more sensible and reliable men ; otherwise 

wwe shall be compelled, as Benn suggests, to station troops along this border to protect 
our interests, 

(Addressed London ; repeated to Hardinge.) 




























































No, 140, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received March 6,) 


(No. 2. Commercial.) 
(elegraphie.) P. Tehran, March 6, 1902, 
WITH reference to Sir N. R. O'Conor's telegrams, dated the 27th February and 
the 4th March respectively, as well as to my immediately preceding telegram, Com- 
mercial, [have sent your Lordship, by yesterday’s messenger, a Memorandum drawn 
up by Mr. Maclean on the effect which the new Toriff will have on British trade. 
‘The Memorandum is necessarily superficial owing to lack of time. It is Mr, Maclean's 
opinion that, although the new Tariff is not directly injurious to our trade, the present 
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régime is preferable from our point of view, 
ment, secure in practice additional advantages out of 
by ourselves, 

Tt would be worth our wh 
Seoret Article with regard to Turke 


would, under the new arra 
ir proportion to those obtained 












even admitting the non-existence of the alleged 

to persuade the Ottoman Government to refuse 
to allow the duties to be increased in any way. Powers enjoying like ourselves most. 
favoured-nation treatment could then claim, under the provisions of Articles 11 and 
Vi of the first anil second Treaties of Erzeroum respectively, a 4 per cent. ad calorem 
duty: until such time as Persia agreed to enter into negotiations with us for the 
conelusion of a new Commercial Convention, 

‘The Treaty of Erzeroum is not modified by any Convention, but the informal 
arrangement now in forco was the result of Persia claiming the right of increasing, 
under the above Treaty, the duty of & per cent. when the goods eft the hiands of thetr 
first importors, Owing to our mostefavouredenation treatment clause, which the 
‘Turks haye not got, it would not be possible for Persia to claim the right of imposing 
oxeise on our goods. ; a 

Should [he acting with your Lordship’s 
Grand Vizies, I were to drop a’hint- in the above sense? ‘There will probably be no 
further delay in signing the new Tariif if the Russian loan is concluded. do not 
Ueliove, howover, that the new Tariff will be published until the Shalr has returned 
from Europe 


T have informey 
Government of Indi 






























pproval if, in conversation with the 














(His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, as well as the 
a, of the foregoi 














No. 141, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(ee Mn), 
Pelegraphic)  P. Foreign Office, March 6, 1902. 
FRAWE til b OE te laear tite 





e the King your telegram No. 14 of the 4th inst vith reg 
to the Shah's visit to England, iat is 4 VS a! 


"The date proposed will be quite suitable to. His Majesty. 








No. 142. 





India Office to Foreign Off 





—(Received March 7.) 





THE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Roariialy chs i for Foreigi Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of papers relating to tl 

Aden Delimitaion Connnission. : TASS 


India Offer, March 7, 1902. 











Tnclosure 1 in No, 142. 


Government of Bombay to Government of India. 
(Helegraphie.) 
FOLLOWING from Resident, Aden -— 


Following telegram received from Governor-General, Yemen : 
Bey und his colleagues left for Kutaba to-day.) 


Bombay, January 31, 190: 








Colonel Mustafa 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 142, 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


sir, Fort William, February 4, 1902, 

IAM directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your telegram, dated the 
27th January last, regarding the delimitation of the Aden Protectorate. 

2, It is understood that Colonel Wahab has already been made acquainted with the 
general lines on which the demarcation should proceed, and with the principles which he 
Should bear in mind in his negotiations with the Turkish Commissioners (vide my 
{clegrams dated the 22nd December, 1901, and the 24th January last). His credentials 
as British Commissioner, if any are considered necessary, will be forwarded to him direct 
from London. Any points on which additional instructions are required should be 
referred to the Government of India for orders through the Resident at Aden and the 
Government of Bombay. 

'3. The Government of India desire to be kept informed of Colonel Wahab’s move: 
ents, ard it will be convenient if a weekly diary is furnished to them direct, in which a 
brief aecount should be given of all events of importance and of the progress of Colonel 
Wahab’s negotiations with his Turkish colleagues. 

4. It is undesirable that any communication should be made to the publi¢ press in 
this country or in England regarding the progress or work of the Commission, Colonel 
Waiiab and the officers associated with him should be advised accordingly, 

5, ‘he estimates of expenditure connected with the Commission are awaited (vide my 
telegram dated the 16th January last); on. their receipt, any further orders that may be 
necessary regarding the salary of Colonel Wahab and his subordinates will be issued. In 
the meantim st that, with the permission of the Governor in Council, the 
instructions contained in this letter may be communicated to Colonel Wahab through the 
Resident at Aden 

















T have, & 
(Signed) 2, WOOD, 
Unier-Secretary to the Government of India, 








Inclosure 8 in No, 142, 


Extract from a Letter from Colonel Wahab, R.K., dated Dihali, January 27, 1902. 






the weak point of our position is the tacit admission of our Govern. 
1 to Jalila, It dominates the whole valley, as is evident from 





the map. 

"The only routes from the Al Khuraiba Pass, or from Dthali nosthywards, must, 
owing to the configuration of the ground, pass close under it;® and 1 do not think any 
satistactory settlement possible if they are allowed to hold it. 1 should be very glad if 
you could’ press this on Government, and also for a reply to your suggestion about giving 
tnoney compensa possible, in Order to secure a line compatible with our obligations 
to the Ameer. 















Inclosure 4 in No. 142. 


Estract from a Letter from Colonel Wahab, R.E,, dated Dthali, January 29, 1902. 
THE letter from the Government of India about the line whieh came yesterday ia the 
test news we could have had, ‘The limit of survey which His Majesty's Governinent take 
as the basis of the boundary negotiations is quite in our favour, and, unless the ‘Turks 
are hopelessly obstinate in ig to their present position on the Dthali plateau,t we 
ought to get a satisfactory boundary, 























ita 2 miles from Dtbali jn a N.N.E. dietion 
+ Thavis Jalil, Se—P JM, 
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‘Abud and I have seen the Ameer daily ; he has produced records of bis revenue 
receipts for several years past, which show that he has collected revenue regularly from 
many of the villages, both Hunter's and my survey, put down as Turkish; as well as from 
the Mebrabi, and Mafari, and Humedi (a tribe not noticed before west of Jubaf), and 
Abmadi. 


The most remarkable point that has come out is several villages in the Wadi Safiya, 
west of Kataba, pay to the Ameer regularly.* It looked at first sight as if this could only 
‘be with the consent of the Turks, but Abud is’ convinced that the Ameer does not share 
these revenues with the Turks, or make any payment to them in consideration of being 
allowed to collect them. ‘There is no doubt that the Aden Residency was kept quite in 
the dark about this frontier by the late native Resident, and that both Hunter and my 
surveyors were misinformed about the ownership of many of the frontier villages through 
Muhammad Saleh's influence, The Ameer tells Abud that Muhammad Saleh insisted on 
having balf fall his revenue, subsky, aud presents that his letters tothe Resident were 
intercepted, and information about ‘Turkish oppression kept back ; and that when he 
visited Aden on purpose to see the Resident personally he was not allowed to, and had to 
leave Aden without seeing any one but Muhammad Saleh himself, ‘This scoundrel seems 
to have been, in fact, a Turkish agent, 





























No. 143. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 
(No, 23.) 
(Delozraphic,) P. Foreign Office, March 7, 1902, 

PERSIAN loan, 

‘The Memorandum communicated to your Excellency by Count Lamsdorff, as 
reported in your despatch No, 71, of the 28th ultimo, gives no answer to the inquiry 
which you liave made by my instructions. 

It is stipulated in the contract for the Persian Loan of 1900 that the Persian 
Government shall not issue any foreign loan without @ previous Agreement with the 
Russian Government until the repayment of the loan of 1900 is completed 

In his note of the Gth December, 1901, the Grand Vizier states that, in ¢ 
of this stipulation, and of the fact’ that the Russian Govern 
rofuusod to grant their consent, the Persian Government are 
of the Government of India to advance 600,001, 
the south 

His Majesty's Government inquired, under these circumstances, whether or no it 
vas correct that the Russian Government had thus refused their consent, and if they had 
done so, what were the grounds for this refusal, 

If'we are to understand the Memorandum as stating that the Russian Government 
have refused to consent to the advance, and that the reason for this refusal is that 
the security assigned for the loan of 1900 has been represented to them by the Banque 
des Préts as insullicient, we are forced to inquire how it is possible to reconcile this 
statement with the fact’ that the Bank is at this moment engaged in negotiations 
for « further considerable loan to the Persian Government with the consent of the 
Russian Government, 

‘Our attention has quite recently been called by the Russian Government to the 
renewed Agreement between Russia and Great Britain to maintain the integrity and 

dependence of Persia, and Count Lamsdorff has himself admitted this includes the 
freedom of Persia as far as financial matters are concerned: 

It is therefore incompatible with their own construction of the Agreement 
to place limitations on the action of Persia without sound financial reasons, 

‘The matter is one which attracts considerable attention in this country, and we are 
justitied in expecting @ definite answer to our inquiries 


























nsequence 
nt when approached 
able to accept the offer 
eeured on the Customs revenues of 














ports of Persia, 

































No. 143°. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O' Conor. 







(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 7, 1902, 

HO you agree with Sir A, Hardinge’s statement in his telegram No, 2, Commercial, 
t, as to the position formed by the ‘reaties of Exzeroum between 
sand with his claim that we have a right to similar treatmen 
wern duties levied by 
uurkish Government on Persian goods, and not with duties levied on Turkish 
merchandize by the Persian Government, 
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No. 144. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received March 8.) 

























(No. 8. Commercial.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, March 8, 1902. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram, 
No, 4, Commercial, and dated yesterday, and would call attention to the reciprocity 
clauses in section 3 of Article II of the first Treaty of Erzeroum, and in section 8 of 
Article VII of the second Treaty of Erzeroum. 
T have informed His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople of the above. 





No. 145. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 8.) 


(No. 4. Commercial.) 
(Telegraphic, P. Tehran, March 8, 1902. 
T HAVE ascertained that I was inaccurate in saying in my telegram No. 2, 
Commercial, that Turkey does not enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment. The 
Treaties of Exzeroum do not contain a qualified most-favoured-nation clause, but: I 
would refer your Lordship to p. 184 of Hertslet for Article XIV of tho latter ‘Ireaty, 
dated the 20th December, 1875. ‘Turkey would thereby be justified, if she wished, in 
opposing the excise at present levied on Turkish goods at the time when tho original 
importers sell them. 
T have informed His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople of the foregoing. 





No, 146, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 10.) 


(No. 89. 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 27, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a cutting from the 
“ Moniteur Oriental” of Constantinople of the 24th’ February, reporting that the rails 
on the Damascus-Mecea line have been laid to the 39th kilom, from Mezerib. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No. 146. 
Extract from the “ Moniteur Oriental” of February 24, 1902. 


DES télégrammes officiels de son Excellence Nazim Pacha, Vali de Syrie, et de son 
Excellence le Maréchal Kiazim Pacha, Directeur-Général des Travaux du Chemin de fer 
Damas—La Mecque, annoncent que la pose des rails est achevée jusqu’d la fin du 
kilom, 89, & partir de Muzéirib, 








No. 147, 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 10.) 


(No. 96.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 2, 1902. 

_ I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty's Consul at Jeddab, giving a more precise account of the recent outrages 
apa on the Mecca road, which were bnefly reported in my despatch No. 49 of the 

h ultimo, 
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Mr. Devey goes on to describe the disturbed condition of the vilayet as so serious that 
I thought it well to draw the attention of the Sublime Porte to the matter. 

‘Accordingly, by my instructions, Mr. Block read Mr. Devey’s despatch to the Grand 
Vizier, who informed him that the most stringent orders had been telegraphed to the 
Vali of the Hedjaz to maintain tranquillity, and that the number of troops in the 
provinces was, according to the statements of the Minister of War, quite sufficient for 
that purpose, 

Said Pasha remarked that it seemed to him, from Mr. Devey’s account, that the Vali 
was inclined to minimize the importance of the recent occurrences, and said he would be 
grateful if 1 would give him privately a précis of Mr. Devey's last Reports. I therefore 
‘uthorized Mr. Block to furnish His Highness with the Memorandum, of which a copy is 
inclosed. 











Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, OCONOR. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 147. 


Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Jedilah, February 10, 1902. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 7, I regret to have to adduce further instances of 
outrage, 

On Wednesday morning, the Sth instant, a party of fifteen soldiers with military 
provisions for Mecea were attacked at about 10 miles from this town, and as four were 
killed and five wounded, besides thirteen rifles taken by the Bedouins, the disaster must 
haye been compl 

Of four or five “Bisha” troopers who hastened to the eonvoy’s aid, one also was 
killed, while what loss was suffered by the brigands E cannot yet state, 

Tt was expected that the pilirim caravan leaving Jeddah for Mecea next day, the 
(ith instant, might be attacked, Orders were therefore given that an unusually strong 
escort, tumbering 100, should accompany it; in due course as the caravan approzched 
Mecca, the Bedouins appeared in considerable force at Abu Kharhanah and again 
attacked ; the noise of the firiig brought out other troops from Mecca, and an engage- 
ment, isting some three hours, ensued with result: twenty-seven Bedouins killed and 
forty-one wounded, and nine soldiers killed, twenty-two wounded, besides eighty camels 
shot the pilgrims having kept well in the rear appear to have eseaped uninjured. 

‘Daily petty ralde nd rabboris take ace aud yesterday the road was ngain blodked, 
while the telegraph wire between here and Mecca wits cut yesterday, but is working again 
to-day. 3 

‘Nhe laying of the telegraph live to Medina remains in abeyance. 

‘The usual large caravan of pilgrin’s should be leaving Mecea for Medina at about the 
present time; but it is unlikely that it will have a safe journey, if 
proceed at all, 

OF late, however, lange numbers of pilgrims have been disembarking at Yembo, and 
the route thence to Medina seems to be quiet and sate. 

‘The list of claims for indemnification for robbery brought to this Consulate goes on 
mounting up very seriously. 

Thave heard that the greater part of goods robbed (which, excepting provisions such 
as rice, flour, and sugar, are of small use to Bedouins) are offered for sale openly at a 
villige’ or place with wells some 40 or 50 miles to the north of Mccea and at very 
low pri 

‘Amid such scenes of confusion it is difficult to point out exactly the true cause of 
the disturbed condition of aifuirs, and as it seems certain that his Excellency the Vali is 
to visit Jeddah very soon, 1 am awaiting his arrival to hear his Excelleney’s tiews on the 
tieplorable situation, But 1 have the honour to submit with diffidence one or two 
coments which, | feel, ought to be made at once:— 

1, Until the autumn’ there had been no unusual display of turbulence and road 
robbery. But during the last six or seven weeks it has increased hy leaps and bounds, 

2 ‘The audacity of the Bedou'ns throuzh impunity has become marked. ‘They show 
no hesitation in laying ambushes for passing troops and attacking in broad daylight, 

3. The true brigands and outlaws are presumably not very numerous, possibly no 
‘wore than three bands numbering in all some 700 individuals. But they are very active, 
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constantly attacking at different points wide apart on the Jeddab—Mecea road, and it 
would be no easy task to hunt them down in this country. 

4. The present outrages are no doubt in large measure the outcome of the affair of 
the Sth ultimo, when the Jeedaan branch of the Harb tribe prevented the laying of the 
telegraph to Medina, Some Sheikhs were imprisoned at Mecca on this ground, which 
appears to have roused a violent animosity. But how far this is the main cause cannot 








_yet be ascertained, 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) ” B, P, DEVEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 
Aude-mémoire handed to Grand Vizier, March 1, 1902, 


LE § Janvier dernier les ouvriers et soldats préposés & la construction de Ia ligne 
tégraphique de Djéddah-Médine se sont vus attaqués par les Bédouins de la tribu de 
Djidan. Six soldats ont été tues et six bless, Quarante poteaux télégraphiques ont été 
détruits par la dite tribu. ‘ 

Cette aggression a cu lieu 4 ta suite du vol de 100 moutons et de sept mulets commis 
parle Cheikh Abdul Aziz de ta dite tribu, au détriment des susdits ouvriers. Ge Cheikh ne 
Fecevant pas de subsides comme son colldgue le Cheikh Bin Sebeh Khan, a voulu s'en 
dédommager ainsi. 

Les autor 
@établir un poste u 








organisent une expédition pour ebiftier les coupables et se proposent 
important & Ruhuck, 

La tribu. Dteyba a repris son attitude hostile envers les Bédouins de Aari, qui sont 
Jes auteurs principaux de aggression susmentionn: A 

Vers la fin da mois de Janvier dernier environ 160 Bédouins et maliaiteurs ont 
arété 4 une distance de 6 milles de la Mecque une caravane de pélerins yenant de 
Djeddah, et ont fait few sur les soldats. Le résultat de cette aggression a été que sur q 
soldats @'infanterie formant Lescorte de la earavane cing ont été tués. De leur eoté 
agaresseurs Arabes ont perdu deux Cheikhs et vingt des leurs ont é16 tués ou blessé 

Le 28 Janvier éoulé ily a eu d'autres rencontres entre les tribus Harb et Oteiba, a 
J mille loin de Djeddah, mais les pertes sont insignifiantes, 

Le 5 Février quinze soldats, qui aceompagnaient un convoi de provisions destinées 
Ala Mecquc, ont é46 attaqués & 10 milles de distance de Djeddab, et ont eu quatre morts 
et cing blessés, Ils ont perdu aussi quinze fu: 

Une caravane de pélerins qui avait quitté Djeddah le 6 Féyri 
soldats, s'est vue attaquéed Abu Kharhanal 
engagement général s’en est suivie qui a dur 
tués et quarante et un blessés, Les troupes ont eu neuf morts et vingt-deux blessés, 
Quatre-vingts chamneaux ont été perdus. 

Tous les jours il y a des potits razzias, vols, et rapines. 

Le Hévrier la route avait éé de nouveau interrompue et la ligne téléxraphique 
‘uboutissant a la Mecque coupée. 

La pose de la ligne télégraphique pour Médine reste toujours en soutfrance, 

Ta plus grande partie des objets volé sont exposés & la vente dans une localité 
situéed une distance de 40 a 50 miles au nord de la Mecque, 

Des troubles se sont produits tout fait récemment et ont augmenté beaucoup ces 
derniers six ou sept semaines. 

‘On ealeule que le nombre des vrais brigands ot malfaiteurs qui commettent, souvent en 
plein jour, des aggressions, s6live A 700 individus environ et forment diverses bandes qui 
attaquent ls voyageurs et earavanes dans des points tes dertés aur I route de Dj 

la Mecque. 

‘Ces troubles proviennent jusqu’a un certain point de Vemprisonnement de certains 
Cheikhs & la Mecque a la suite de Palfaire du 8 Janvier. 
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A Parrivée des renforts de In Meeque un 
trois heures, Vingt-sept Bédouins ont été 
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No, 148. 


Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 10.) 


(No. i) 
My Tord, St. Petersburgh, March 6, 1902. 

WITH reference to the Memorandum inclosed in my despatch No. 71 of the 28th 
ultimo, which purports to give the reply of the Russian Government to the questions which 
T was instructed to put to Count Lamsdorff on the subject of the Persian loan, I have the 
honour to report that 1 told Count Lamsdorif yesterday that I had transmitted this 
document to your Lordship, but that 1 mu nfe that I had failed to find 
in, it any clear answer to the very clear questions which 1 had been instructed to put 
to hin 

I had asked him whether the Grand Vizier of Persia was correct in his statement 
that the Russian Government had refused its consent to the acceptance by the Persian 
Government of the moderate financial assistance which the Government of India had 
offered it on securities entirely unpledged to any Russian financial establishment, and 
if that statement were correct, T had asked on what grounds the consent had been 
rofused, 

T said that T thought that it would have been easy to give me a clearer reply than 
the simple reference to the publication of the loan contract with the Russian bank, 
and a statement of the grounds on which the Banque des Préts could not view 
with indifference the contruction of fresh financial obligations by the Persian 
Exchequer, 

If 1 was to understand from. this rather vague reply that M. de Witte, on the 
strength of a clause ia the Persian Government's contract with a private Russian 
dank, obliging it to sock the consent of the Russian Gi nt before contracting afresh 
forein Lown, refused to allow Persia to uce sistance from any other country 

Hardinge to believe in November 












































questions, 

He said thot not having been present at Mr, Hardi 
ho was not responsible for any statement which might have inisted His Majesty 
Government, but he did not mind admitting that he had also at one time understood from 
M, de Witte that he was indifferent on the subject of Persia's obtaining Snancial 
assistance from us, provided it did not affect the guarantee of the loan by the Russian 
bank. 

He also told me that he had argued with M. de Witte very much in the same sense as 

d with him. Ha had asked him, what possible objection there could be to Persis 
contricting a fresh loan on securities entirely unpledged to other ereditors, and he bad 
replied that with a debtor like Persia, whose sourees of revenue were on such an uncertain 
basis, the ing her from increasing her indebtedness during the currency of 
the Russian Lown was a very necessary one, not unusual in such cases, and which he himself 
generally insisted on in such transaetions, 

J observed that in England we liad a large experience in loan transactions with foreign 
wntries, and T was not aware that clauses restricting the debtors from making use of their 
anpledged securities were usually inserted in such contracts, 

In any ease, { suid, the wording of the clause in the contract with the Russian bank, 
for which M. de Witte seems to assume the responsibility, clearly provides for the event of 
Persia obtaining the consent of the Russian Government, 

Count Lanisdorff ventured the conjecture that this wor 
order to give & less harsh tone to the restraining clause, 

‘The situation, then, I observed, seems siuply thus: Persia is again in dire want of 
money, and M, de Witte, taking advantage of this Clause, says to ler very bluntly, “If you 
want money, you must come to mie for it; you shall not get it elsewhere, and 1 shall only 
give it you on conditions which I please to dictate; and if you don’t accept them, you must 
fain go without your mon: 






's interview with M. de Witte, 
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Your Lordship will have seen from my telegram No, 22 of yesterday's date that, 
according to the Persian Minister's confidentia! statement, this is precisely how matters 
stand at present. 

It is possible that the actual negotiations are now being conducted by M, de Witte's 
financial representative in Persia with the Grand Vizier, Count Lamsdorff profesces to be 
keeping aloof from them, and to be reluctant to interfere unnecessarily with a question which, 
he says, primarily concerns M. de Witte's Department. 

M. de Witte appears to be inaccessible in regard to any representation from His Majesty's 
Embassy, and if the Persian Government has voluntarily placed itself in this relation of 
financial subjection to Russia, it would almost seem desirable, if it is of essential 
importance that Persia should be relieved from this tutelage, that. she should be induced 
to accept financial assistance for her immediate necessities in some other form than that of 
a loan, 























T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES S, SCOTT. 





No, 149. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office (Received March 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, covy of correspondence 
relating to the Perso-Baluchistan frontier operation 


India Office, March 8, 1902, 











Inclosure 1 in No, 149, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


My Lord, Fort William, January 30, 1902, 

“WE! have the honour to address your Lordship regarding the state of affairs 
in Kej-Makran and certain measures that we have recently taken in order to put a stop 
to the depredations committed from the Persian side of the border by bands of marauders 
Jed by some refugees from Makran, r 

2. Your Lordship is aware of the circumstances which led to the introduction in 
1598 of the present system of government. in Kej-Makran, After the rising of the 
previous year had been put down, it was decided to institute a form of administration 
more in aecordance with the customs of the country than that which had preceded it, and 
to place at its head a capable Nazim or Governor nominated by the Khan of Kalat, 
‘The man selected for this appointment was Mir Mchrulla Khan, Raisani, a Brabui Chief 
of ability and influence, and the unele of the Sarawan Sardar. 

3, Mir Mehralla Khan has just selection for the important post that he holds, 
and has, on the whole, been successful in conciliating the local Chiefs and in maintaining 
peace and order in the country. His most formidable opponent was the notorious Sher 
Muhammad Khan, Gitebki, ‘of Nasirabad in Kej, a man of a very intractable and 
rebellious disposition, who, after defying more than once the Nazim’s authority, was 
finally killed in July 1900 in an encounter with Mehrah Khan, Gitehki, who had been 
sent by the Nazim to bring him to account. ‘This event was followed by the flight into 
Persia of Mir Muhammad Umar Khan, Nausherwani, a son-inlay of Sher Muhammad, 
Gitchki, and a grandson of the Mir Baluch Khan, who was the leader of the rising of 
1897-15, ‘This young man, who is both capable and turbulent, fled to Persia on the 
suppression of thie disturbances in 1898, but was subsequently pardoned and brought back 
by Mir Mehrulla Khan, He showed little gratitude for the lenient treatment which he 
received from the Nazim, He allied himself with Sher Muhammad Khan in opposition 
to the Nazim’s wishes, and subsequently took a prominent part in the latter’s contumacious 
proceedings, After Sher Muhammad's death he collected in Persia a band of lawless 
tien, chiefly. Persian subjects, and within five months of his flight committed five separate 
raids in Makrap, culminating in an attack on Kuntdar, to the south of Kej. Before the 
end of the year his band had killed twenty-four persons and wounded nineteen, and he 
had once more made good his escape into Persian territory with looted property 
estimated at 71,587 rupees in value, 
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4, With our consent, in January 1901, Captain Showers, the Political Agent in 
Kalat, with an-escort of two companies of native infantry and ten sowars, was deputed to 
the scene of the disturbances in order to concert measures with the Sartip of Bampur for 
the eapture of the raiders and the recovery of the stolen property. Captain Showers met 
the Sartip on the Persian side of the frontier, and assisted him to reduce to obedience 
Mirs Batam Khan and Ali Mubammad, two petty Baluch Chiefs, supporters of Mu- 
hammad Umar Khan, who had shut themselves up in the forts of Surjo and Shustun, 
In making their submission they bound themselves to restore all property plundered 
by their adherents in the raids of Muhammad Umar, and never again to assist or 
shelter him or any other refugees from Makran. Muhammad Umar himself was 
hot captured, and none of the stolen property, so far as we are aware, has yet been 
restored, 

' ‘The report submitted by Captain Showers showed that Mubammad Umar Khan's 
followers in tie raids that he committed consisted largely of Persian subjects reeruited 
from the lawless Baluch tribes ow the Persian side of the border. It was also made cleat 
that, until Captain Showers’ meeting with the Sartip, no serious attempt to check their 
depredations had been made by the Persian officials, whose authority on this border 
appears to be of the weakest description. ‘The damage done by the mids, including 

men killed and we ed at 1,28,572 rupees, and the 

at for compensation 

ment, Inasmuch, however, a8 
still in. Persian territory, 
hat we think that it would 


the greater part of the pli 
and as the state of laylessn 
De difficult for the Persian G 


proposal the 
Colonel) Showers proceeded on his Mission in 
olow,* under the command of Major Tighe, D.S.0. 

%. In the meanwhile, unaware of the intended tour of the Political Officer, 
Muhammad Umar Khan, early in November last, again planned the invasion of Makran, 
He himself went north ton Jhiand Khan, the Damani Chief, who had been one of his 
principal Persian supporters iu his attack on Kuntdar, and from shom he hoped to collect 
Miditional recruits for his zany, while his brother, Muhammad Ali Khan, made a sudden 
raid into. Ke) and occupied the fort of Nodiz, ‘The fort was at once invested by the 
Navin and his loval forees, and when Colonel Yate, our Agent in Baluchistan, who bad 
proceeiled by’ seu to Makran to meet Colonel Show the found that the 
Novi fort had been beseiged by the Nazim tor fifty-three day F985 men, 
Dut that Mehrulla Klan had thiled to make any impression on the occupants, and 
despaired of taking the fort without the aid of guns, In these eireamstances, the Nazim 
appealed to for assistance, and on the arrival of Colonel Showers and his 
theort a few days later, it was decided to give to him the help that he needed, ‘The 
Attack way made on the 20th December, under the direction of Major Tighe. With the 
fid of tho sins a breach vas effveted in the walls, and the fort was brilliantly assaulted 
find captured ofter an nbstinate resistance, the casalties on our side being three men 

Hed and soven wounded, the latter including two British officers.t Of the occupants of 
the fort, fourteen were killed and thirteen wounded, Among the killed were Muhammad 
‘Ali, the leader of the zany, and Murad Khan, the ovner of the fort. Muhammad Ali's 
brother and cousiv, Dor Muliammad and Bahadur Khan, were both wounded. ‘The rest 
of the garrison, sisty-three in number, were taken prisoners, and have since been tried by 
jirga and senteneed to various terins of imprisonment. 

T Since the ailair at Nodiz, the Agent to the Governor-General has returned 
to Karachi, and Lieutenant-Colonel Showers has proceeded on his journey to meet 
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the Sartip of Bampur on the Persian border. ‘The capture at Nodiz of so many of his 
gang and the death of his brother, Muhammad Ali, are likely to seriously discourage 
Sfuhammad Umar Khan, and should much facilitate the operations of the British and 
Persian officials, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON. 

©. M, RIVAZ. 

‘t, RALEIGH. 

B, kG, LAW. 


A. Tl, ARUNDEL, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 149. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, March 7, 1902. 
1 ved and considered your Excellency’ letter of the 30th January, 
, containing an account of the operations conducted by Major ‘Tighe on 
the 20th December, 1901, against Muhammad Ali Khan and his followers, who had taken 
posession of the fort of Nodiz, Inotice with satisfaction the success which attended 
Me storm and assault of this position, and share your hope that these proceedings will 
theek the disorders whieh have of Jate prevailed on this part of the frontier, and which 
Sour Government is endeavouring to repress by the united efforts of the British and 
ie Persian officials, observe with satisfaction the credit which Colonel Yates attri- 
intes to the officers mentioned in paragraph 18 of his letter of the 20th December, 1901, 
‘and consider that the proceedings of Colonel Showers deserve approval, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) GHORGE HAMILTON. 





No, 150. 


Sir C, Scott to the Marquess of Lansiowne.—-(Received March 10.) 


(No. 25.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
PERSLAN loan, 
T have invited Count Lamsdorif’s further explanations and given him a frank 
statement of the views entertained by His Majesty erument on his Memorandum, 
fs contained in your Lordship's telegram No. 23 of the 7th. 
Tam informed by the Persian Minister that he was told a few days ago by 
ML do Witte that the Emperor would not consent to the condition of a pipe line being 
allowed to drop. 
structions sent to him by his Government are to reply that they cannot 
pling, and he informs nie that his Goverment will do without the loar 
or the ariit Convention rather than yield. 
Ttis impossible, he finds, to do anything with Count Lamsdorff, His Excel 
roplics to him, as to me, that M-de Witte has the management of the loan negotiations, 
and that he eannot interfere with him. 


St. Petersburgh, March 10, 1902, 


me 

















‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir B. Monson. 
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No. 152. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(No. 20.) 
Sir, 


: Foreign Office, March 12, 1902. 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 26 of the 16th ultimo, reporting a commu- 





nication which the Grand Vizier had made to you on the previons day by order of 1 
Imperial Majesty the Shah in regard to the relations between His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Government of Persia, 
T request that you will inform the Grand Vizier that His Majesty's Government, 
aye received His Imperial Majesty's message with great satisfaction, and that they 
heartily reciprocate the friendly feelings expressed in it. 
His Majesty’s Government have noted with sincere pleasure His Imperial 
that the Persian Government haye no intention of ceding any 
of Persia to any foreign Power; that they will not alienate 
tory for the purpose of military or naval stations menacing 
i interests ; that they will not pledge any portion of the internal revenucs of 
untry to any one; that they are doing and will continue to do their best to 
encourage British trade, and that they will not consent to differential treatment of the 
trade of other countries to the detriment of Great Britain, 
nur communication to the Grand Vizier, I should wish you to eall his 
attention to a statement in the Shah's message in regard to which His 
ernment would be glad to receiye some further explanations, 
ude to the passage was stated that the Persian Government. 
consider themselves justified i any of the provineial Goyernors when it 
appears to them necessary to do so, and that they desire that the Representatives 
of Great Britain and other foreign countries should, in regard to commercial and other 
matters, commu il not with the local authorities, 
his Ministers have cause of complaint 
ast His Majesty’ ‘ther of these heads, they would he glad to 
informed of the ses complained of, in order that they may have an 
opportunity of removing any possible misapprehension, 
Your communication to the Grand Vizier should be made in an official note, and 
you are authorized to inclose a copy of this despatch, 
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Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 








No. 153. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 12, 1902. 
LHAVE laid before the Marquess of Lanstowne your letter of the Gth instant, 
inclosing telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy of India on the subject of the 
alleged occupation of Mirjawa and the intended occupation of Dozb and Ladis by 
officers of the Indian Government. 

In view of the statement made in the Viceroy’s telegram of the 3rd instant that 
the boundary in the neighbourhood of Mirjawa was deseribed on an inaccurate map, it is 
difficult to judge how far Captain Webb Ware's contention that the Ladis River is 
identical with the Mirjawa River can justify the occupation of the locality where he has 
established a post. It seems, however, to be admitted that the post is on the right 
hanks of the Kiver Talab, and therefore on the Persian side of the line agreed upon in 
1896. 
___ If this be so, Lord Lansdowne is disposed to think that it would be better to give 
immediate orders for the withdrawal of the post rather than to await the result of 
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Anthopouto Pash to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 13.) 


VAMBASSADEUR de Parquie 
Lansilowne et « Phonney 

que ha Sublime Porte y 

uchemunts de soldats 

it du Yemen, et ¢ 





sente_ses_complim 
former sa Seigneurie que, dapr’s une comm 
ant du 7 Corps 














ovoir du Comma 
slais parcourent les 








p e 
nt entreten de tout temps des forees arm 





ss dans les neuf cantons. 
fant de nature & porter 
|, Anthopoulos Pacha prie te Gouyernement de 
bien donner a 

sabstionnent de soulev 
< do delimitation et ia 





iteinte aux droits sonverains du Gouvernement 
Britannique de 
sstires pour quiils 
qui ne tendent qu’a enrayer la marehe 
rdans une parfaite entente avee leurs collegues 





des ordres née 

















Ambassade Impériate de Turqui 
Londres, le 12 Mars, 1902, 

















No. 155, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 14.) 


Sir, India Office, March 18, 1902. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 28th February, inclosing a representation made by the ‘Turkish Ambas- 
sador on the subject of the proceedings of the British members of the Aden Delimitation 
Commission. 

Tam to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign A 
copies of papers transmitted by the Resident at Aden on the 19th February, dealing with 
the proceedings of the ‘Turkish members of the same Commission, Lord Lansdowne 
will observe that there is a disagreement between the Representatives of the two Govern- 
ments as co the scope of the duties intrusted to them, and 1 am to add that Lord George 
Hamilton is disposed to think that Colone! Wahab shows some tendency to enlarge his 
inquiries when he writes -— 

1 did not think His Majesty's Government was prepared to accept this as establish. 
ing any claim to occupy country which we have reason to believe, after careful inquiry, to 
belong rightfully to the Amir of Dthali.” 

‘Phe passage quoted seems to indicate that British members of the Commission claim 
authority to go behind the status quo, and to enter into an examination of the title of the 
nine protected Chiefs to lands whether on this or on that side of the boundary now 
regarded as that of the Protectorate. 

Be this as it may, Lord George Homilton desires me to invite your attention to the 
position preceding the appointment of the Commission, and to the circumstances of their 
appointment. ‘The status quo before the Commission was appointed, and that which the 
‘Aden authorities must continue to act upon until fresh arrangements are made, 
stands thus:— 

In the first place, His Majesty's Government have, and exercise, a Protectorate over 
nine tribes round Aden, and in respect of these tribes they are not prepared to enter into 
any inquiry as to the origin or basis of their Protectorate. 

In the second place, the external frontier of these tribes, where it touches the Turkish 
dominions or spheres of control, has not been delimited to the mutual satisfaction of 
both Governments, But a part of the frontier was carefully surveyed and trieed by 
Captain Wabab in 1891-92, and the line was shown in a map annexed to his Report, 
So far as this line goes it has been honourably respected by the British authorities, and 
they in turn have expected their neighbours to respect: 

‘he map indicated has been referred to in discussions between the two Governments 

putes have arisen, and it will continue to be so referred to until another line is 
jointly accepted. But the line does not extend along the whole Protectorate, and where 
it fails to settle disputes the British Government hins been obliged to ascertain the stalus 
ue, and to regulate its ation by the Tight of any inquiries that may have been found to 
e necessary in each case of dispute as it arose. 

In the third place, owing to ignorance as to the course of the fine traced by Captain 
Wahab, and where there is no line owing to want of knowledge of the fucts, encroach- 
ments and aggressions have in the past occurred. ‘The British Government has no desire 
to increase the area of its Protectorate. At the same time it cannot. permit the existing 
Protectorate to be violated. It assumes that the ‘Turkish Government is equally anxious 
to respect the rights of others and to maintain its own, In these circumstances both 
Governments have desired to arrive at a clear understanding as to the line which both are 
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proposal made by the ‘Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs in bis communication 
to Anthopoulo Pasha, dated the 25th October, 1901, was the appointment of a Joint 
Commission to demarcate the frontier between the Vilayet of Yemen and the nine 
protected tribes, This proposal was accepted in principle in Lord Lunsdowne’s telegram 
‘dated the 30th October, 1901, to Sir N. O’Conor. As soon as the Representatives of the 
two Governments proceeded to carry out their task, the Turkish members put forward 
Imperial Firmans to show that certain territories near and on the Aden side of the frontier 
tiad been granted to persons other than the nine protected Chiefs. ‘The British Delegates 
on their part seemed to hold that inquiry must be made imto the rights of the protected 


(1528) ay 









































138 





Chiefs to any territories claimed by them, Iam to observe that, in the opinion of Lord 
George Hamilton, the task committed to the Delegates is to accept, as it stands, the 
present boundary of the Protectorate according to the map traced in 191-92 wherever 
that map avails, and elsewhere according to recognized practice or other proof of the 
existing houndaties of the nine tribes. When this line of frontier bas been visited by the 
Deleuates of both Governments, it is open to them to agree to any modifications which 
seem to them convenient. If they are divided in opinion the existing boundary will 
remain unaltered, until the two Governments agree to a modification of it. But at any 
rate no small advantage will be gained by the information which both Governments will 
a8 to the status quo, ‘The intention of both Governments is to prevent misunder- 
igs by a common agreement as to the existing limits of the British Protectorate. If 
in addition to the attainment of that object the Delegates agree imously as to an. 
improved alignment, that would be an additional gain, But the first object is a clear 
Understanding as to the exact course of the boundary at present recognized by the British 
Goycrnment which constitutes the status qua. 

Tam to suggest, for the consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that this position 
might be explained to the Porte in order that the requisite instructions may be sent to their 
Delegates, 1 an to add that if the Commissioners should be unable to submit unanimous 
rveommendations for the improvement of the frontier, the Aden authorities will have no 
option but to continue to maintain the status quo on the frontier of the Protectorate. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY, 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 155, 
Brigadier-General Maitland to India Office. 


(Confidential) Aden Residency, February 19, 1902. 
COPIES of despatches forwarded with compliments to the Secretary, Political and 

ret Department, India Office, London. 

Similir copies of the above despatches have been forwarded to the Government of 


Bombay. 








(Signed) P, J. MAILLAND, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 155, 


Colonel Wahab, R.Ez, to Brigudier-General Maitland. 
(Scoret,) 
Sir, Dthala, February 11, 1902 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, that 
the first meeting of the Boundary Commission took place in the British eamp at Dthala 
morning. 

‘The Commissioners agreed to commence delimitation in the neighbourhood of 
Katala, and on the first point raised, namely, the starting-point of the boundary, it beeame 
evident that agreement was impossible. 

‘The ‘Purkish Commissioners at once claimed all the Shaiti villages, not only on the 
platen, hut also in the Khureba Valley, including Donina and Al Markula, both situated 
on tie thain road teading from Jinil northwards, ‘he Shairi have always been considered 
to be included in the Amiri territory, as much so, as the Halmin, Kotaibi, and other 
divisions, who do not receive subsidies direct from Government but for whose good conduct 
Amir is held responsible. 

‘heir Chiefs visited our camp recently, and acknowledged the Amir as their feudal 
that is to say, they follow his standard in time of war and look to hitn for 
‘ssion on the part of their neighbours, though they do not pay 
‘so denied having paid land revenue to the Turks, or being 

though they admit that for several years past Al Jaleli, one 
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of their villages, has been garrisoned by Turks, and that others in its neighbourhood, viz., 
Salas, Wabh, and Lakmat-al-Hajfar had been ocenpied by them. 

"The Turkish Delegates based their claims to the Sbairi on Firmans granted by the 
Portes and even asserted that the Amir, and other Chiefs now under British protection, 
hold their territories under Firmans defining their limits. They base the validity of these 
Firemans on the fact of the Porte having been the Sovereign Power in all southern Arabia 
prior to the British occupation of Aden, and state. that the possession of that, place 
Kas only obtained by permission of the Turkish Government, As the Turkish case 
appears to rest _mainly on this assumption of Turkish sovercignty, I intimated that my 
ePheague and E eould not admit any claim based on such Rirmans, and that unless the 
British Government were to accept their view, it would be useless to produce any such 
Firmans as evidence. 

T also took the opportunity to point out that within the last few days the local 
authorities at Kataba had sent a body of armed Arabs to occupy the principal fortress of 
the Mafari tribe, some 2 miles south-west of Dthala, a tribe which acknowledges the Chief 
Of Dthala as their head ; the Turkish Commissioners explained this on the ground that 
{he Zerdani Chief of Jabal Jabaf had been appointed Sheikh at Mashaiyak, or Chief of all 
the Chiefs in Jihif, Mafari, Azraki, and Mihrabi territory by His Majesty the Sultan, and 
Trejoined that as in the ease of the Shairi tribe T did not think His Majesty's Government 
sas prepared to accept this as establishing any claim to occupy country which we have 
Trastn to believe ater careful inquiry to belong rightfully to the Amir of Dthala, As it 
appeared impossible for me, under the instractions T have received from His Majesty's 
Government, to give way on the questions raised, and as the Turkish Delegates were 
exqally firm, it was agreed that a reference should be made to our respective Governments, 
GN their orders awaited before taking further action. 1 have, therefore, the honour to 
Fequest that you will be good enough to forward the inclosed telegram to His Majesty's 
Government or the Government of India, and thae you will be good enough to add any 
suggestions that you consider will strengthen the position T have folt it my duty to 
take u 
‘The boundarycline claimed by the Turks would, if conceded, deprive the Amir of all 
territory north of Dthala itself, besides giving up all control of the passes leading up to 
the plateau ; and, I need hardly’ add, that to give way now on a point of such importance 
Would have a most disastrous effect in every part of the Protectorate, 

During the meeting the Azraki and Mibrabi tribes were incidentally mentioned. | ‘The 
‘Turkish Commissioners have evidently beon informed by their Government of the udmis- 
sion referred to in the inclosure to your letter of the Ist November to the Secretary to 
Government of Bombay, namely, that the Zarki [? Azraki], Abmadi, and Mibrabi were 
not subject to the Amnir of Dthala, and they will no doubt bring forward the admission 
‘whien the question of these tribes comes under discussion, 1 do not know il it 
would be possible at this time to explain to the ‘Turkish Governor of Yemen, to whom 
the letter was apparently addressed, that the words were an unauthorized interpolation 5 if 
this could be done it would undoubtedly strengthen our position 

T should like to add that, in spite of the difference of opinion which the Commis: 
sionere felt themselves obliged to express, the Turkish officers showed throughout a most 
sual attitude, which was evinced at the outsct of the proceedings by their. requesting 
fhe to act as President of the Comission, and which I was glad to reciprocate by 
‘lesiring Lieutenant-Colonel Ibrahim Saifi to take up the duties of Secretary. 

Thaye, &e, 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 155, 


Cotonel Wahab, R.E., to Brigadier:General Maitland. 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Camp Dthala, February 12, 1902, 
IN continuation of my letter, Secret, of the 11th instant, I have the honour to forward a 
Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colone! Abud, drawing attention to the proposed wording of 
the Protocol describing the aim of the present Commission. this might be used 
ty the Turkish Commissioners in. the sense Colonel Abud appreliends; and I will request 
the Secretary to ulter it at the next meeting, when the proceedings of last meeting will be 
signed hy both parties. 
Possibly more definite instructions will be received from our respective Governments 

in the meantime defining more accurately the scope of the Commissioners’ duties. 
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‘The remainder of the Memorandum deals with the documentary evidence we have 
procured as to the position of the Amir of Dthala. Colonel Abud has gone very carefully 
through the original documents, and has prepared full translations. ‘The abstract, however, 
now submitted shows very clearly that the Amirs of Dthala have on several occasions been 
granted Firmans by the Imans of Sana, the actual Rulers of the country at the time, in 
which their boundaries are clescribed and the sub-tribes who are to pay tribute to them, 
Acknowledgment by these sub-tribes of these obligations are included. In one or [?] 
eases (the Amara, Haki, and Yubi) even from tribes living west of the Tiban, and which 
are now Turkish subjects, With these exceptions, all the outlying tribes west of the 
Déhala Plateau pay their tribute to the Amir to the present day, and, though not actually 
Amiri tribesmen, acknowledge him as their Suzerain, 

‘The point which I consider of most importance in the Amir’s ease is that he is the 
acknowledged Chief of a number of sub-tribes lying outside the limits of Dthala proper, 
‘nd that he is not, as the Turkish Commissioners would seem to imply, merely the Sheikh 
of the town of Dthala and its immediate surroundings, 

T have the honour to inclose a rough tracing, on the scale of } inch = to 1 mile, showing 
the position of the tribes mentioned in the various documents and the boundary- 
claimed by the Turkish Commissioners, 











Thave, &. 
Tnclosure 4 in No. 135, 


Memorandum, 





‘NILB aim and object of the Com as proposed to be stated in the first 
Protocol, by Licutenant-Colonel Ura acting as Seeretary to the Commission, 
are to doline the houndary between the sandjak of tie Taiz and the nine tribes 1 do 
not rightly know what the expression sandjak means, but probably a province is 

nit, ‘The nine tribes are, of course, the ine tribes under the protection of the 
ish Government, 
I think this defin 
for tivo reason 
Heoause it is not in accordance with our instructions which intrust us with 
the mission of settling the north-western boundaries of our Protectorate in southern. 

bia and the territories of the Porte which, in my opinion, is a very different 

f the boundaries of a mere province and nine tribes only. 

use the expression “ning tribes” will be used to mean the nine tribes 
we have always contended for and nothing more, and thus, unless we can prove that 
many of the smaller tribes, which cannot be included generically under the 1 
tribes are subject to one of the nine tribes, they must fall a fortions to the Turks, 
notwithstanding the fact that they diselaim all allegiance to the Sultan, Ni 
thoy ever paid tribute to the ‘Turks, who in some cases have never entered their 
countries, 

IP this definition is adhered to it will force us to prove that these tribes form 
part and parcel of one of the nine tribes, and this it is doubtful if we can do. 
Purthor, our instructions direct us to obtain, if possible, a natural boundary rather 

a tribal boundary. Now the proposed definition entirely puts aside any chance 

















ion of the 





and object of the Commission is obj 





onable 






































me a natural houndary, to. say nothing of confining us strictly to the nine 
tribes. 





think that this definition is not by any means accidental, but is proposed 


with the objects which T have stated, In fact, U'think that this vi 


ew is borne out by 
the ‘Turkish Commissioners’ first claim, namely, the whole Shaiti tribe. Now, althougl 
we have always considered that this tribe comes under the head of Amiri, and the 
Amir of Dthala held responsible for any disturbance enusel by them on the earavan 
road, yet T hardly think that they could strictly be included as belonging to the 
Amiri—one of the nine tribes. That they are allied to the Amir is undoubted, but I 
doubt much if they could be claimed as generically Amiri, and I think that the proposed 
definition has this in view and was expressly framed in the form proposed for this 
very purpose. 

Undoubtedly, historical sequence includes this tribe in the Amiri territory o 
rather in the territory administered by the Amirs of Dthala. And this condition of 
affairs obtained until the disputed succession of one of the Amirs of Dthala and the 
intrigues that his rival entered into with the ‘Turks and which directly caused the 
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advance of the Turks south of Kataba and gaye them a footing in the basin formed by 
Jabal Jahaf on the west, Jabal Mures and the Shu‘aib mountains on the north and 
north-east, and Jabals Harir, Halmin, and Shairi on the east. In furtherance of this 
we live the following docum nit as they cover other tribes it isas well to mention 
them here. ‘The other tribes included in these documents are the Shu‘aib, the 
Shairi, the people of Jabal Jahaf, represented by the chief family, the Zendani, the 
Mafa‘ri, the Azraki, the Mebrabi, the Amara, the Hamada, and the Almadi. Exeept 
the Shu‘aib, who are Yaffai, it is doubtful if any of the others ean be claimed 

ally one of the nine tribes. In support of his elaims the Amiv of Dthiala hins 
‘d the following documents, which can hanily be anything but genuine in view 
nd condition and the absence of uny notice that he woul be required to 
















































ument, dated Rajab, 4.1, 1118, ie 
n no way to be changed from what it 
Jeflued as exte 
ms to him t 





01 years ago, which recites that 
s before and confirming him. in his 
‘om Scilat Kataba to Seilat AL Milah, Tt 
5 ‘om ‘Uden, Taiz, and Kataba, with the 
he should kee within. his. tovrite is further 
fixed sum of 40 of jowari and 140 dollars from dahaf, Fajra, and the 
him with the protection of these countries, from. aggression by 

the people of min, and Radfi document ends by declaring that the 
Imai has no right to seize the territory of the Amir nor pnss th n Seilat 
Katgba to Seilat A Mila. 
This document is p 

























TE, A document, 
Passed to Amir Hassan. 





18 AO, 
id his sony Amiv Abdeal-Iai, 
and rweites that the vou Seilat, Kata li Subchiya with 
its custom-houses, bazutrs, 1 Wadis belong to the Am prdance with usual 
custoni, aud that all his tribes.and those depending on him are his, That the Imam 
has no right to, seize his vibes, oF those who depend on hin, hat the 
country helones to the Ar to the previons ondows of the Lnams, hav 
the Amir is (o receive ani’s agent ani representat taba 
40 dollars anid 20 Kade ry mionth aid 40 dollars aad 80 kada of jowari at 
‘Taiz, ‘That all honour and respect are to bo shown to the Amiv, who is in io way to 
le molested, 

Phis document is passed by the tion Avnin, 

TL, The Mafa'yi, silt o ly Tuam to the Amir. A document, dateit 

Wy Atl, 1288, ies, ST 


cot to Amir Hassan Abdalsfadi Hassan Ashatati 
































te hy the 
to the Amir of the whole district of the MF of dahial dahl 
her with all the dues; duitics, and revenuos, ani its poople, avho awe not to his 





included among the people of the teritory of Katab 
Passed by the Iman. 
TY. ‘The Mafatri document, dated Rabia-al-Asval, y 
sseil to Aunir Safal “Abdal- (adi and his brother, Seif “Abd-al-Hadi b} 
jil-bin-Ahmad Hassan Hadeyan, this brother Alunad:bin-Almad 
i Hassan Hn nd Naki ‘Abdatlah Mudkhiil Muth 
themselves and their rlatives—selling the whole of the hill of 
of the whole district of Mafa‘ri, together with all the tribute due to 
i hospitality, eustoms, religions tribut 
and prohibition, and all dues 
uinded by the sellers, and as valued by then 
pi of which is acknowledged, Witnessed by Abinad Kha 
in-Murshid, Saleh Hadeyan, and Abmad Muhammad Muthana, 
document, dated Moharrer Aale 1201_ (He, tent 





At 1279 (iv, fo 
4g0), 


Abid 


































ight y 

















go), passed by Sheikh Obed Muhammad alib-al-Muakir on the authority of a 
document signed by Nakib Yahia Hassan Hadyean and Nakib Abdallah-bin-Alumad 
authorizing Sheikh’ Obed Muhammad '; aki itnesses state 
they have examined and found to be hia Hassan 
Madeyan selling to Amir Seif “Abd-a nin 
the hill and whole district of Mafa'vi, together with thu tribute from Jahaf and 





Han 






via for a sum of 380 dollars in cash duly paid to the sellers when tliey were 

at the place of sale. It goes on to recite that the whole hill and district of 

ia'ri is the property of the Amir in accordance with the former and latter eas of 
25] 2 
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document is in three parts, the first part containing the above and other conditions. 
Part 2, a confirmation of the above by the Hamada people; and Part 3, dated ast. 
1285, is a further confirmation of the allegiance of the Hamada to the Amir. 








Jabal Jahaf. 


Document XL, dated s.1, 1276, is the acknowled y the people and Sheikkhs 
of Jabal Jabal that the whole of Jabal Jabal and its people belong to the Amir, and 
reciting that the country of the Amir runs from Seilat Kataba to Tardaba aud J 
from Shanan to Bali 

Document X11, dat 1878, from the chief Shiekhs of the Zandani (who are 
the leading family on atl), that’ the Amir is their Chiof and promising to pay 
him 80 dollars per aun 

Document XLII ¢ 
firming Document XU. 

Document XIV, dated ast. 1314, confirming the above documents, and again 
confirming the payment of 50 doliars amnually, and acknowledging a debt duc 
to the Amir of 880 dollars and the my of certain named is in default of 
pynient, 

Document, 
that corta laces 















fod acit, 1285, passed by the then Zandani Sheikhs, con- 

















ed Aat, 131), passed by the present Zandani Chief, asserting 
‘mel by the Turks holong to the Ami 






AL Maki and AU Vubi. 


Document XVI, da 
the AL and AL Yubi 
tribute, 

Tn addition to (hese daemments, the Amie las produced his accounts for the 
Auth, years 1310 to 1 An examination of these accounts shows that the Amit has 
colleeted revenue not only trom his own villages north, of Dthala, but also from. some 
villages in the Saliyat Haina, which, though the land is owned by tho Amir, are 
Inhabitel by the Shiri, Rovenne derived from the Mafatri, Hamada, Aunadi, rnd 
Mahiniba tribes is also shown as regularly collected during the nine years covered by 





Sit, 128h and va. 1255, in three parts, placing 
under the Amir, and agrecing to a stated ann 



































the ouints, & 
Whis evidence distinetly shows that the Amie of Dthala has been the ruling 
Chiet not only of his own tile, namely, the Amiri, but also of all the 













subetribes cecupying the te 
and Yata'i on the east, and fe 
(Al dimil) on tho south, including tlie Radfan 
‘of not less 110 years, the only exceptions: 
by the Murks some tiventy yew and never vestored to him, as promis 
Governor-General of Yemel ie his letter to the Resident dated 2 Rajab, 1 
May, 1880). 

It is presumed that the 
1880 (p. 75, vol. NI, Aitchisou’s ‘Tre 
done no objcetion was apparently raised 


(Signed) I M.A 





the Shu‘aib 
\li Suhobiya 


‘tiban on the wes 
jorth to the W 


ween th 



















07 (20th 






th the Amir of Dthali 
was shown to 









dated the 2nd October, 
Vorte, and if this was 











1, Lieutenaut-Colonel, 
Indian Staff Corps. 





Dihala, February 12, 102. 





< No. 136. 


Indi Office to Farcign Office —(Received Marek 14.) 





Sir, In 
TAM ditected by Lord George Hamilton to request 
Lansdowne the inclosed eopy of a te 


w Office, March 18, 1902. 
‘ou will lay before 

“gta nl from the Tesident at Aden, 

wtaut, reporting the appointinent hy the Turkish ument ¢ 

nombers af the Aden Delimitation Commission: 

< Lordship eoncuss in the view of the Britis Commissioner that this 
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undesirable, and he will be glad if Sir N. O'Conor can be instructed to inquire into the 
matter, and, if necessary, to object to the proposed increase in the number of ‘Turkish 
Commissioners. 

Tam to add that the Secretary of State for India has had ander his consideration 
your letter, dated the 28th February last, relative to complaints as to the proceedings of 
theBritish members of the Aden Delimitation Commission, and that his Lordship's views 
on the general question thus raised are being communicated to you in a separate letter 
of this day's date, 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Tnclosure in No, 156. 


Resident, Aden, to Lord @. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic.) 

ADEN Delimitation Commission. Wahab reports that he has been informed by 
ners that Lientei ki Bey and two other Varkish, 
heen nominated by Porte to the Commission, and will be present at 
He thinks this is undesirable, sme to inquive If His Majesty's 
ve boon informed of appointment of these new Commissioners, adding 

that he would not recommend for adoption addition to British Representatives 





No. 157, 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Offce-—(Received March 14.) 


8, Salter's Hail Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, March 13, 1902, 

WE have received a telegram from our Agent on the Karun, of which we inctose 
copy. In reply, we have informed them that we are dealing with the matter on this 
side, This course we have taken as we are well aware that there is no one in ehran 
sufficiently acquainted with the local circumstances whom they could appoint sa 
Representative. We are al sare that there are any differences between us and 
the Mouin-cl exeop) 

As regands this trannwa, 

Some twelve y 


1 merchant, the Mouin-el-Tejar, of Bushive, 
constructed a very rude tramyay alougg the rapids of Ahwaz—a distanes of about 


LE miles—for the purposo of transhi nwo betyveen the steamer on the low 
river and that on the upper. As this tramway ap antedl 
the Persian Government, reasonable rites ough insisted, to. be 
rendered obligatory. Tt was agrecd therofore hetareen ourselyes and the Mouin upon 
completion of the tramway that we should pay him at the rate of 8 kerons per ton of 
20 vst. all round, for all descriptions of goods. In the autumn of 1901, however, his 
agent raised the rate tof kerons, and he has now increased it further to 6 kerons, 
exclusive of eoolie hire, loading; ond discharging, He has given out that the Mouin 
intends to raise these rates still further to 12 kerous per ton, ‘There are about 
Bi kerons to the £. 

Our agents calculate that a rate of 6 kerons por ton works out at about double of 
what they would have to pay for mule hire. ‘The Moun contends that they ure not 
allowed to convey their cargo by mules. ‘This contention is, of course, preposterous, 

We are quite content fo leave the ease in the lands of His Majesty’s Minister in 
‘Tehran, But we must insist upon our right as British subjects, trading in Persia, to 
convey our goods by the ordinary transport of the country, should such transport be 
cheaper than the tramway. We should be much obliged if you would kindly 
telegraph the substance of this paragraph to His Majesty’s Ambassador at ‘Tehran at 
our expense. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EDW. MILLS, Secretary. 


[1528) 
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Inclosure in No. 157. 


Messrs. Lynch Brothers to Euphrates and Tigris Sieam Navigation Company. 


(Telegraphic.) Ahwaz, March 3, 1902. 

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Tehran telegraphs that Mouin-cl-Tejar, of Bashire, 
professes his readiness to place his differences with us, including tramway charges, 
hofore a “Majlis” (meting) at Tehran, at which we and British Lezation will both 
Ve ropresented, and his eoncession examined by expert 

{Tis Majesty’s Minister asks us to appoint a Representative, 

‘Telegraph definite instructions. 

Woe are waiting instructions how to act. 

























No. 158, 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 14.) 


VAMRASSA DE! 
Lansdowne, eb so née r 
dresser concen set _mourtres commis dans les envi 
Phionnenur de Pinforme wregu de son Gouvernement de nowy 
ignmnt de porter & In connaissance de sa Papeds 
nil du Ministre de 'Lutérieur de Turg 
shi ont attaqné nuitamment un villas 
actos de pillage, en tirant méme des coups de feu. 
Yun eas Dlossé tandis que Hun des ayresseu 

Anthopoulos Pacha est charzé en outre de dem 
savoir si elle a défi transmis & qui de droit, 
promettre dans un entretion au Poveign Office, le 1 
néeossaires concernant les deux meurtres commis Tanz et dont In Sublin 
AGsiro que les auteurs soient remix entre les mains des Autorités Tmpé 
Ottomanes. 





TR de ‘Turquie pré 
ila note du 16 dany 


















los. Instructions: 
apport 
pitants de 
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Ambassade Imperiale de Turquie, 
Londres, lv 14 Mars, 1902. 





No. 159. 





Initia Office to Foreign Office-—(Received March 15.) 
Sir, ‘ India Office, March 14, 1902. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence (ending with your letter of the 
23rd November, 1901) on the subject of the proceedings of a French subject, 
AL. Goguyer, at Muscat, I am directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, 
for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of papers received from India regarding 
him, 

T am also to request that Lord George Hamilton may be informed whether, in 
view of the language held ly the French Consul, the Sultan of Muscat may not now 
safely be perm M. Goguyer, through the French Consul, under pain 

noval from his te from meddling in the political affairs 
of Oman, It will be in Lord Lénsdowne’s recollection that this matter formed the 
subjoct of your letter of the 17th May, 1901. 



















Jam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 159. 
Captain Cor to Government of India. 


5 Muscat, January 81, 1902. 
I HAVE ‘troubled the Foreign Department so often regarding the writings of 
‘Mf. Goguyer, and His Majesty’s Government have seemed so little able to give the 
Sultan or me any effective help in the matter, that T hesitate to write any more official 
letters on the subject. In view of what has passed, however, I think it will be well 
for me to put the following on record demi-officially — 

Up to the time of writing M. Goguyer has not ceased to contribute with unabated 
zeal hostile articles to the French and Russian press, full of lies and personalities ; and 
a Paris Press-cutting Agency has lately been forwarding cuttings of these gratis to the 
Sultan and the American Consul (and others for all T know), The first-named gets 
them laboriously translated into Arabie for his own perusal. 

On the other hand, the present French Consul and I have always been on cordial 
terms, and I have seen suflicient of M. Laronee during the last eight months to know 
that he is quite a different stamp of man to M. Ottavi, and unlikely to have any 
personal share in Goguyer’s articles, ‘hat he has been ignorant of them it is difficult 
tobelieve. 

Commodore Kiese, too, of the “Catinat,” has always, both last year and this, 
eon most friendly and’ social, so taking adyantage of his being in company with the 
French Consul, T wrote to him the letter of which Inclosure 1 is a copy, and inclosed 
two of Goguyer’s recent articles. Inclosure 2 is his reply. 

‘Whe following morning M. Laronce called at the Consulate and said he had come 
to express his extreme regect that any countryman of his should behave in. such an 
unscrupulous way, and to beg me ta believe him when he stated on his honour that 
he had had no hand in M. Goguyer’s articles. 

Tle went on to tell me that M, Goguyer was a bad character, well known to the 
French Foreign Office; that he hnd made ‘Tunis too hot for him; that he had been 
imprisoned by M. Lagarde in Abyssinia, and that he was, in short, an inveterate 
“mécontent,” who must always be attacking someone, 

Whether M. Goguycr’s writings will now cease to appear remains to be seen; but 
any case the above-mentioned exchange of sentiments will clear the atmosphere a 
little and will, I think, be productive of more good than harm. 

When I'first met the French Commodore after his arrival this time, he said 
to me in course of conversation that M, Laronce was very grateful for our 
friendliness to him, and that he hoped that T found him officially * plus tranquille que 
ML. Ottavi.”” 

‘his was a good deal for him to say, and seems to point to the possibility of 
M. Ottavi not returning here at the end of his leave, 


















































‘Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) PB. %, COX, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 159. 
Captain Coz to Commodore Kiese. 


My dear Commodore, Muscat, January 26, 1902. 

TINCLOSE two cuttings from Paris newspapers, which my brother has sent mo 
from home. 

‘They require uo comment from me, and T ask none from you; but I should like 
you to read thom, if you kindly will, ina friendly way, as T think they may interest 
and, perhaps, amuse you. 

May I trouble you to return them to me when you have done with them ? 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) " P. Z. COX. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 159, 
Commodore Kiése to Captain Cox, 


Division Navale de ! Océan Indie 

“Mon cher Consul, a ion, bord, le 26 Janvier, 19 
vous adresse les. articles que vaver, communiqués. C'est attristant et 

jai en horreur ce genre de reportage qui walheureusement se développe de nos jours 
dans toutes les feuilles publiques qui ne se C'est une plaie moderne 
qui ne peut récolter quo le mépris des honn: 





, eroiseur le“ Catinat,” 

















moi votre, &e. 
C. V. KIESE. 








No. 160. 





India Office to Koreign Office.—( Received March 15.) 


Bis canoer oem India Office, March 14, 1902, 
IN continuation of previous correspondence with referenee to the French flag at 
Muscat, I am directed by Lord George Hamilion to inclose an extract from a telegram 
from the Governor-General, dated the 1th instant, reporting that the French 
Commodore had received orders to remain at Museat for au indefinite period. 
Mlis Lordship will he glad to know if Lord Lansdowne is aware of any explanation 
of this step on the part of the French Goverament. 
E Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A 





GODLEY. 





Tnclosure in No. 160, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic) March 13, 1902. 
MUSCAT: Pronch flag. 

French Commodore has informed Cox that he has received unexpected tele- 
graphic ordors to remain at Muscat for indefinite period, Can you assign reason for 
this move# In the eireumstances T am arranging for British man-of-war to remain 
at Muscat. 











No. 161. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 15.) 


WITH reference to this Office letter of the 20th December, 1899, the Unde 

Scortary of State for Ludia presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, 

for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a despatch to the Government 

of India, dated the 140h instant, relative 10 the proposed railway from Quetta to 
ushki, 


India Office, March 16, 1902. 








Tnelosure in No. 161. 


Lord @, Hamilton to the Government of India, 
‘My Lord, India Office, March 14, 190: 


I HAVE given my attentive consideration in Council fo the question of 
developing the trade route between India and Seistan, as offering the best means 
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for practically asserting your interests in the southern parts of Persia adjoining 
Baluchistan. In my despatch dated the 28rd October, 1896, I sanctioned cortain 
proposals for the protection of the Indian frontier and the opening up of communi 
cations through Nushki, which were set forth in your letter dated the 16th September, 
1896. Subsequently, arrangements for the administration of the Nushki district were 
approved in my despatch dated the 7th December, 1899, In these circu 
request that your Excellency in Council will, on an early day, take into cons 
the extension of railway communication from Quetta to Nushki, and let me know tl 
conclusions at which you may arrive, 
Tn stating such conclusions you will, no doubt, take due account of the 
crease, if any, of military expenditure which, in your opinion, the construction of 
this extension would ultimately entail. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 


No. 152. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 15.) 


IN continuation of his letter of the 6th March, the Under-Seoretary of State for 
Tadia presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 
by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwands herewith, for the information of the 
Steretary of State, eopies of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 14th insta 
relating to the state of affairs on the Perso-Baluch frontie 


India Office, March 15, 1902, 


nclosure in No, 162. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
phi.) March 14, 1908. 
N telegraphs from Seistan, 28th February, that mixed force of twenty-four 
Persian Cossacks hus arrived, and is leaving f Cu post near Koh-i-mulik- 
Justoms officer tells him that deta f artillery fullows, I have informed 
ng 
This movement appears to be in direct c f assurance of Grand Vizier, 
reported hy Hardingo in his telegram to Foreign Oflive, No, 6, of 16th February, 
May I repeat suggestion contained mm to you of 8th February’? 


No. 163. 
India Office to Foreign Offce,—(Received March 16.) 
THE Uniler-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorstary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


arwards herewith, for the intormation of the Secretary of State, copies of a telogram 
from the Resident, Aden, dated the Lith instant, relating to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, March 15, 1902. 


Inclosure in No. 163, 


The Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) March 14, 1902, 
AD 


legram fiom Secretary of State for India of 28th February received with your 
telegram of 4th Match, Wahab writes from Dehali, “Think no reply required, as the 


Papers since received by Oiice should make’ situation clear,” Adds, however, 
1 British Commission want is to demarcate existing boundaries, but not any 
[1528] 2Q 
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boundari Turkey. T_understs 
to boundary of actual territory of Amir of Dthali, and that wholly unwarrantable under- 
taking of Turkish Commission compelled reference to Government. 











No. 164. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 


Foreign Office, March 15, 1902. 





nt will inquire as to truth of report, and if it is confirmed, make 
ropresentations at the Port out the inadvisability of inereasing the number 
of members of tie Commi 








No. 165. 
Sir ©. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 16.) 


B.) 

seraphie.) D. St. Petersburgh, March 16, 1902. 
BRSTAN loan. 

from the Persian Minister that M. de Witte now only insists on the 

‘Tabreen Hoad Concession as condition for loan, haying been induced to withdraw 

demand for pipe line, 















No. 166. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received March V7.) 


(No. 101) 


My Lon, Constantinople, March 9, 1902. 
TAYE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch 


from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Modeidah on’ the disturbed condition of the 


Yemen, 
___Lhave, &e, 
Signed)" 'N, R. O'CONOR. 











Inclosure in No. 166. 





‘onsul Richardson to Consul Devey. 


(No. 22,) 
Sir, 

I HAVE 
“ Hodeidah” 
Yemen. 

‘he stato of affairs in the interior of the Yemen appears to be very disturbed and 
unsettled from all accounts. 

‘Armed bands of Arabs are to be seen and met with on the roads an i 
the various districts, who attack and plunder travellers, IEA) 


Camoran, February 9, 1902, 
the honour to report the arrival of the Turkish’ transport steamship 
it Hodeidah on the Ist instant, with 950 soldiers on board for the 









ee Se, te ae a rl 
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‘The roads are very unsafe, and murders and robberies have been very frequent of 
late, even in the very precinets of Hodeidah. 

‘Trade with the interior is in a more or less paralysed condition, 

Information to hand states that affairs at Wayadah, the scene of the disturbance 


reported to you in despatch No. 115 last November, are not very satisfactory. Sick 
and wounded soldiers continue to arrive at Hodeidah from that quarter. ‘Troops are 
still being dispatched to that district, as well as provisions and munitions of war, both 
by land and by sea, vil Lohyeia, 

Colonel (Mir Allai) Mahmed Ali Bey left for Lohyeia last week, most probably 
en route to Wayadah, 











Thave, &e, 
(Signed) G, 0. RICHARDSON, 





No. 167. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recei 





March V1.) 





16.) 
(Retogesy ni Jaee, ran, March V7, 1902, 

A TELEGRAM has been received from the Mushir-ul-Mulk, the Persian 
ster at St. Petersburgh, to the effect that he has been asked by the Russian 
avernment to procure the text of the Concession for the Tabreez Rond, as well as 
his full powers for concluding the new loan contract, 

‘The reply sent hy the Grand Vizier was, that the better course would be for the 
Manager of the Russian Bank here to receive full powers from M, de Witte. ‘The 
Road Concession would then be given to the Bank Manager, 

‘The Grand Vizier presumes that the demand for the pipe lines has been dropped 
by Russia, and that in consequence the new loan will now be concluded, 1 fear that 

every chance of this proving true, 

An official announcement has now been made with regand to the Shal’s journey, 
whieh had latterly again seemed uncertain, 

Mis Majesty is to leave ‘Tehran on the 7th April, and the 13th July to the 
20th July is the time fixed for his visit to England, 

I have informed His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, as well as the 
Government of India, of the foregoing. 































No. 168. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 





) Pi Foreign Office, March 17, 1902, 
AMWAZ Tramway charges. ‘ : 

Messrs. Lynch are ready to leave the matter with you; but they claim the right 
of conveying goods by the ordinary means of transport, should it prove cheaper than 
the tramway. 





No. 169. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Confidential,) ie : 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1902. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Srd instant, I am directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador 
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at Paris,* recording an unofficial communication made to his Lordship by the French 
Ambassador in regard to the use of the French flag by certain of the Suri dhows, and 
their alleged participation in the Slave ‘Irate. Z 
It will be seen that the movements aud operations of these dhows are described in 
some detail, and that stress is Inid on the eareful watch kept over them by the French 
Consular and Nayal authori 
It is stated that, in addition to the usual precautions, two French men-of-war 
have recently heen specially employed in watching and searching the duows, and have 
not discovered any evidence whatever of Slave Trading by them. 
Tam to suggest, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the 
itch should be transmitted confidentially to the 
employed on the coast of Muscat, for their 
M, Cambon. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T, H. SANDERSON. 































No. 170. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential) 

Sir, Foreiyn Office, March 17, 1902. 
WITTE reference to your letter of the 10th instant and previous correspondence, 
y the Marquess of Lansdowne to transinit to you a copy of a despateh 
cording an unofficial communication made 

use of the French flag by Suri dhows. 

ry of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
‘hon’s coummunieation. 
















by the Bre 
Tam to request that the 
with his observations on M. 
His Lordship has su 
be communieated confidentially to the Com 
employed on the Muscat coast, for their obs 











6 ships 








No. 171, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 18.) 








onmereial, Confidential.) 
onl, Constantinople, March 11, 1902, 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No, 2, Commercial, of the 
7th instant, T have the honour to state that in connection with the steps which 
Thave taken, as already reported, to induce the Ottoman Government to avoid a 
Hasty acceptance of thé now Persian Tavitt arrangement, L have endeavoured to 
ascortain what are the precise commercial relations between ‘Purkey and Persia, and 
‘on what ‘Peeaty or Convention they rest, 

It is stated at tho Sublime Porte that the Treaties of Erzcroum of 1823 and 1817 
were superseded as rexanls Customs ‘Tariffs by an arrange ween the 
Sublime Porte and the Persian Embassy some thirty or forty years ago. No copy of 
this understanding is, however, forthcoming. Tani informed that it fixes the Persian 
per cent., and the ‘Turkish duty on Persian imports by 
vil E cent, by any other route, 
As pointed ont by Sir A, Hardinge i 3 and t to your Lordship of 
the Sth instant, the Treaties of Erzeroum have reciprocity clauses, anil most-favoured- 

ion treatment is secured to Turkish imports into Persia by the Treaty of the 
20th December, 1875. 












































* No 181. 






Ido not, however, quite understand what is the bearing of these Treaties on the 
negotiation now proceeding between Russia and Persia, or how it is that the adhesion 
of Turkey is necessary before the new ‘Treaty can be signed. 
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Thave, &. 
(Signed) . R, O'CONOR, 
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The 


Extract 





is my 


TAE Under-Secretary of State for India yy 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direc 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seer 
from a letter from the Resi 


India Office, March 17, 1902. 


(Extraet.) 

















Tsuppose it will be some months at least before the Govermments havi 
nderstanding, ani 





accomplish a certain amount of surv: 
presence should at least prevent further aggression on the part of the Turks, 


in charge of the Aden Delimitation Commission, dated Dthula, 


THOPE that » 





No. 172. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 18.) 





nts his compliments to the Under- 
n of Lord George Hamilton 
tary of State, copy of an extract 
tat Aden, dated the 26th February last, and inclosire, 
to the Aden Delimitation Commission, 











Tnclosure 1 in No. 172. 


Brigadier-General Maitland to Sir W. Lee Warner. 








Aden, February 2 
you herewith an extract from Wahab's last letter from Dthala, wh 
e made on ita few marginal remarks. 1 think myself 
stronger line with the Turks, as he knows His Majesty 
nent lave repeatedly refused to recognize ‘Turkish claims of the kind now put 

Lhope you and the Foreign Office will now understand that the conduct of 
son the Amiri border h I think T may say 
Tater acts of 
pereion of thle 
Please 
her, 
































now apparent that the whole poliey of the arks has 
» with the tribes under’ our influenee and 



















Knowing to what extent the 
ints. 


might not be justified in their claims and 






ission will be | 





mi 


ntime 1 trast the Com 
in a good elim i 





be able to 
ely wasted. 





ing, <o that the time will not be ent 








Inclosure 2 in No, 172. 


From a demi-official letter from Colonel Wahab, RE., His Majesty's Commissioner 
rary 22, N02, 








shall soon get a satisfactory reply to our reference to Government. 
af the junior Turkish Commissioner, Lbrahim Saifi, came and asked me ty 
8) 2k 
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withdraw a surveyor whom we had sent to work in the Azrabi and Mehrabi country. 
He claimed it was all included in the civil district of Jihaf. I told him we could not 
admit this, and that in any case the only attempt at oceupying any part off the 
country south of Jiliaf itself was the recent invasion of Jabal Mafari, with a party of 
armed Arabs under Sheikh Ghalib, a day or two before the arrival of the Turkish 
Commissioners. I said that I felt sure that he and his colleague knew nothing of this, 
but I pointed out that it was a very unjustifiable interference with the status quo, and 
that 1 could not consent to withdraw our surveyor unless he would onder the 
withdrawal of the armed party, He put forward the same claim as at the off 
meeting, that the whole of South Arabia was Turkish, and its conquest 
400 years ago; but I said we had already refused to admit this, and could not do so 
without orders from our Government,* "So hie left without gaining his point. 
‘The Turkish object is to get the whole of the plateau, and unless we are quite 
firm about the Shairi, we shall have to give in all round. It is most unfortunate that 
i e definite terms ;t the occupation of 
‘Dhis has 










































No. 173. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 18.) 


(No, 17.) 

(elegeaphic.) 2, Tehran, March 18, 190: 
IN continuation of my immediately preceding telegram, I am given to under- 

stand that: the loan contract is practically already ¢ |. Tam also informed 

that the Russians have dropped another of their original demands, viz., the repayment 

by the Persian Govermment of the sum borrowed by them from the Imperial Bank of 

Porsi 

















T have informed Tis Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, as well as the 
Government of India, of the foregoing. 








No. 17 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinye, 





wgraphie.) DP. 


Foreign Office, March 18, 1002. 
T HAVE receiver your tel 


ram No. 6 of the 16th Februa 

A telegram from the Viceroy of India states that he has informed you of a 
report from the Acting Consul at Seistan, to the effect that a Cossack force’ is being 
dispatched to a point near Kobi Malik Siah, where there is a Customs post, 

Wo desire tobe informed what explanation the Grand Vizier gives of this 
proceeding, 

Ho should be distinctly given to understand that such measures appear to me to 
be inconsistent with the friendly assurances exchanged between the two Governments, 
and that if they are persisted in, our attitude towards Persia must necessarily be 
seriously alfected hy such action. 
































ly refused ow yoveral occasions to 
bia. T showed hit some of the 





irtunate, but Coloied Wahab bas bitaself shown that former residents were kept im the 
of alfa, and that it is only quite recently that we have begun to appreciate the 









‘i hs wienoe “Ami” “The Turks apparently waar to jst Whee eceupatna ofthe Ska cages 
fy te quibble that they dy not belong'to the Antti trabe, thnug the Sbairt were equally subject ov the Acme 
Dehala =P M. Some 2 
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No. 175. 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received March 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from 
Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 27th February, relating to the action of Captain 








India Office, March 18, 1902, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 175. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India, 







































(Confidential.) Sibi, February 7, 1902, 

IN continuation of my letter dated the i7th January last, I’ have the honour to 
submit a letter from Captain Webb Ware, reporting that M. Cesari came to Mirjawa on 
the 17th January last, and, after an interview with the Dufiadar of Levies, in charge of 
the Padaha post, he withdrew to Ladis, saying he would shortly return with twenty Persian 
Cossacks and establish a customs post. 

2. ‘The old tower of Mirjawa referred to by Captain Webb Ware is presumably the 
mound shown in Captain Webb Ware’s map a mile to the north by east, of poi 
which is the point, T think, we can claim as the junction of the Talab and Mirjawa. Rivers, 
In your telegram of the 24th January instructions were issued that Captain Webb Ware 
was certainly not, to interfere w of the Persians on the right bank. 
‘Dhis is rather indefinite, a ion to instruct Captain Webb Ware 
that, pendin =B, as shown in his map, as the 
line of the right bank, and that, should M. Cesari return, le is to inform him that there 
will he no interference on his part to the establishment of a Persian customs post on the 
right bank of the river, anywhere to the south of the line A-B, but that the old fort or 
any other point not elvarly on the right bank cannot be occupied by M. Cesmi or any 
other Versian official pending final settlement. 

3, ‘The instructions just r in your telegram of the Sth instant have been duly 
sent on to Captain Webb Ware. With reference to the reply sent by the Government of 
ladia to His Britannic Majesty’s Minister at 1 there is no intention of placing 
4 post at Duzdap till the boutidary question is settled, T would beg to suggest the addition 
of the words “provided the Persian Government do not place a post there; and 1 would 
ask permission to inform Captain Webb Ware that, in the event of the Persians placing a 
customs or any other post at Duzdap, he is at liberty to place a post there too. 

































































Tnelosure 2 in No. 175. 


Captain Webb Ware to Captain MeConaghey. 





(Confidential.) Dalbandin, January 28, 1902, 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that M. Cesari, of the Persian Customs Depart- 
ment, reached the old tower of Mirjawa on the 17th January last, and that the Dufludar, 
in charge of the Padaha post, went to see him. As the result of the conversation which 
ensued, M, Cesari withdrew to Ladis, saying that he would shortly return with twenty 
Persian Cossucks and establish a customs post, 

On the 21st instant Ido, locally known as the Pahlwan, the Duffidar, in charge of the 
Mamasani Baluch levy post at Makak, happened to be returning from Mir Kob, where 
hie had gone to recover some nioney which was due to him, and met M. Cesari, accompanied 



















































156 


by two sowars, On perceiving Ido, M. Cesari galloped up to him and inquired who he 
was, Ido told’ him who he was, and M. Cesari then ordered him to surrender his 
bine, saying that, if he did not do so at onee, he would shoot him. Ido declined, and 
M, Cesari, after uttering some more threats, went on to his camp, which was pitched a 
little further down the road. As Duffadar do was passing his camp M. Cesari shouted 
out to him to come to him at once, ‘This Ido declined to do, and M. Cesari then 
deliberately raised the rifle with which he was armed, and fired two shots at fdo. Ido 
declares that the shots were aimed, and that the bullets passed in close vicinity to his 
person; but J am inclined to suppose that the shots were fired a little over his head with 
the intention of intimidating him. On this {do dismounted from his eamel, and, slipping 
a cartridge into his rifle, was about to return the fire when Cesari, perceiving his inten- 
tion, ran into a hut and hid himself. ‘The men in M. Cesari’s camp then begued [do not 
to take any further notice, and Ido, who was afiaid, so he states, that he might be taken 
severely to tisk by me if he slot Cesari, remounted his camel, and started towards 
aindak, 

As he was proceeding thither he met Sardar Muhammad Anwar Khao, } 
‘Tabsildar of Chagai, who was on bis way to Ladis to give M. Cesari the letter* | had 
auldressed M. Molitot, in which I deprecated the establishment of customs posts al 
‘undemareated section of the frontier between KoheiMalik Siah aud the Hamun Ma 
und he reported the matter to him. ‘The Naib Tahsildar, on reaching Ladis, called on 
M. Cesati for an explanation why he had fired on Ido. M, Cesari, who appeared to be 
thoroughly cowed, while admitting that he had done 0, said that he had received injune~ 
tions to seize the arms of all Government servants who crossed the frontisr, I would 
ntion to this statement. 
‘The Naib Tahsildar then handed M, Cesari the letter [had addressed M. Molitor, 
and obtained his receiptyt which I attach, M, Cesari perused the letter, and, in 
reply, handed the Naib Tahsildar a tracing+ from a map which he had with him, 
iT our Le Teliran. 1 als 
), it will be noted, represents the Mirjawa River as the Ladist River, and 
the Pad aban as the Mirjawa River, 

Tn concluding this letter, I would draw attention to the serious nature of the offence 
of which M. Cesari has been’ guilty in firing on am unotfending Duffadar of levies, aud L 
would respectfully. venture to express a hope that the remocal ot an oficial who has shown 
hhimgelt to be so unworthy of the appointment he holds, and whose antecedents, Lunderstand, 
will not bear close scrutiny, may be insisted on, 










































































Inclosure 8 in No. 175. 
Captain Webb Ware to M, Molitor. 


Chagai, January 12, 19 
HIS Britannic Majesty's Vieo-Consul_ in Seistan has notified me that you are 
proceeding towards the Perso-Baluch frontier south of Kol-ieMalik Siah to establish 
customs posts, and he is apprehensive that the integrity of the frontier in the vieinit 
of Minjawa may be violated, 

have the honour to dmiw your attention to the facts that the onde 
the Government of India do not admit of unauthorized persons crossing their 
ors into Baluchistan, and also to point out that, as the British and Persian 
ny Commissip not demareate the Perso-Baluch frontier north of 





























Jalk, the exact line ry 1 to 
Rolnit. Kolci- As tio Indo-Persian trade has ever passed 
awross this section of the frontior, there would appear to he no pressing necessity for 
Ostablishing customs posts at present slong this section of the frontier; but if you do 


ish to establish: such posts to avoid unnecessary trouble, kindly ¢ 
neo from the frontier, and refer the matter for further onters 





so-at @ little 








© Vide copy attached oud paragraph 6 of my diary for the week ending January 16, 1902. 











4 Frontier (B), June 1501. 


1 


‘To forcibly establish posts along an undefined frontier-line will assuredly lead to 
trouble, which I would greatly deplore, and for which, under the circumstances, E 
cannot but hold you responsibl 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 1; 
Colonel Yate to Goverament of India. 


(Confidential.) Sibi, February 8, 1902, 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copies of two telegrams recived from 
Major Benn in Seistan of the 25th and 27th January last. 
2 ‘The letter from Captain Webb Ware referred to by M. Molitor is, so far_as 
Lean judge, the letter dated the 12th January last, a copy of whiel 
i with my letter (Confidential), dated the 7th instant, M. Molitor secms to 
have formed the idea of retaliating for this by stopping Captain Webb W 
plies, and this on his own responsibility and in opposition’ to the orders of the Persian 
Government. 
3, Lwould invite a reference to the printed correspondence received with your 
endorsement dated the Sth December, 1901. In the telegram trom tis Majesty's 
inister at Tehran to Colonel ‘french at’ Meshed, dated the 12th September, 1901, 
it is clearly stated that the Persian Government will not: ish a customs post 
B jawa until the frontier question has been settled, and that M. 
Vo allow exportation of grain suiicient for Robat, Both of the: 
ments have now been broken, and M, Molitor’s action in stopping supplies for 
te post guarding the trade route is particularly unfriendly, T trust M, Molitor’s 
tion may be brought to the notice of the Persian Goyerument and prompt reparation 
asked for. 
4. £ am instructing Captain Webb Ware that, pending final orders from 
nt of India, he should not object to the Persian Customs officials 
{aking water from Robat if required, as stranged by Ais Majesty's Minister 
vehran. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 175. 


Major Benn to Government of Iulia, 
Confidential.) 
(Tolographic.) January 25, 190% 
[Through Colonel Yate.) 


ram of the 16th January: 
Another Ru: 
just arrived here. It is reported Miller intends. 
ine doctor and Amir Panj, a Persian emi 
ts and blasting powder to-morrow to d 
1 on short tour in that district to meet Webl Wa 


ram has 
ieMalik Siah with 


Inclosure 6 in N 
Major Benn to Goverament of India, 


(Lelogeaphie.) January 27, 1902. 
[Through Colonel Yate} 


PLEASE see latter part of my telegram of the 16th Junta 
. Molitor, Director of Customs, has arrested a caravan of supplies for Robat and 
Saindak, whieh I was sending for Captain Webb Ware, and which was a pot 
‘wantity for whieh T had already got a Customs pass. He informs me official 


“portation of all cereals and provisions for Robat is forbidden for the future h 
528) 2 
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Inclosure 15 in No. 175. 


Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 





(elegraph Calcutta, February 5, 1902. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 27th December, 1901, regarding the 
Perso-Balueh frontie 

One set of the large seale maps sho 
my letter of the 8th September, 15! 
Init we have only a small sketch map. 

Please await the letter with maps deseri 
part of boundary, which we are sending to you. 








ng Holdich's boundary was sent to you with 
8. ‘The Persian Commissioner also had’ a copy, 











.g fully our position in regard to this 





Inclosure 16 in No, 175. 
Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge, 


(Zelegraphie 
TAM directed to refer to your telegrams 0 
Miers is no intention of placing a British post at Duzdap till the boundary 

question is settled, and Captain Webb Ware has been distinctly told! that we ean claim 
hing on the right bank of the Mirjawa River, If his post at Padaha is on the 

nk, we shall he willing to withdraw it. But recent sury show that the 
phy of the Agreement map was wrong, ‘Thereis doubt as to whieh is the Mirjawa 

, aud the watershed is not as it is shown, It. is consequently difficult to draw 

any line on a correet map which answers the deseription in the Agrecment, 

Ax stated in my telegram of to-day, we are sending you a letter in which the 
position is fully deseribe 





Calcutta, February 5, 1902, 
the 28th Januaryand the Ist February. 



































Inclosure 17 in No. 175. 
Major Benn to Government of butia, 
(Tolographie,) Seistun, January 16 (vid Nushhi, February 4), 1902, 


{hrough Colonel Yate.) 







lotter of the 
ttieer, comply 
construct well point C. “Inv terns: © 
Government of India expect first 
Malik Sin Koh, anid are likely 
wis Me that Custom-house at M 
rocommendation and is insti 
outpost and quarant 





agraph 6, and map. 
with order from ‘Tehran, oes Malik Siah Koh to 
gram of the 2nd July, have said 
house with responsible officer at 
any other kind. Molitor privately 
lik Siah Koh is ordered in defiance of his own 
d hy Russia, who wish to convert it into Persian 
ne manned by Persian Cossacks, Miller has 
Molitor to infor Hl lx of men required for customs cordon along Seistan, 
Afghan and Persian-Baluch frontier as faras Koluk, object being to supplant the 
preent establishment hy Persian Cossacks. He has induced quarantine doctor to 
demand Persian Cossocks and tents from Meshed, and ax Governor hesitated to supply 
local mien, Miller has offered to pay any that doctor enlisted independent of r. 
Doctor is then to leave tents and men on the route between Robat and 
Will not molest British eaavans, but this arrangement will a ish the object of 
intimidating tavellers. Miller is trying also to prevent Molitor from allowing export 
of grain Hat heeause: the condit i er from Robat to custoins 
post has heen reaffirmed. Minister's proposal has not been fulfil 
under caver of Miller wislies to extend hostile po 
and menace thet by Cossacks and quarant 
venture to ask consideration of proposal made in 
25th August. Could not officer from Shor 






















































Tt se 
itical influence 
Would therefore again 
raph £ of my letter of the 
ers! escort remain at Robat temporarily if 
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an early demarcation of the Malik Sith Koh-Jalk frontier is contemplated. ‘The 
escort would be handy for British Boundary Commissioner. Report just arrived that 
Russian officer left Neh, and is travelling hy Palang Koh to Sarhad thence compost 
(coast ?). 


Inclosure 18 in No, 175, 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Telegraphie.) February 4, 1902, 
WITH reference to Benn’s telegram. : 
T would suggest that the Government of India insist on the plague quarantine 
arrangements in Seistan and Sarhad be under control of British Medical Officer, the 
same as in Brazier-Creagh’s case. 









Inclosure 19 in No. 175, 


Colonel Yate to Government of India, 


Sidi, February 6, 1902. 





ie 
id eatin of the 24th January. 2 
Webb Ware reports that Persian Customs OMicer, Cesari, visited Mirjawa on the 
17th January, and subsequently withdrew, saying he would return with twenty 
Persian Cossacks. 














Letter follows. 






Tnclosure 20 in No, 175. 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Camp Bela, January 15 (17), 1902, 

IN accordance with the directions contained in your telegram of the 28th No- 
vember, 1901, I have the honour to forward herewith copy of letter dated the 
Aih December, 1901, from Captain Webb Ware, Political Assistant, Chageh, giving 
his views regarding the proposed demarcation of the northern portion of the Persian~ 
Baluchistan frontier. 

2. Captain Webb Ware lays stress on the value to us of Mirjawa and Duzdap, 
and recommends a realignment. of the frontier along the range of hills between 
Ladis and Mirjawa to the Shamedar Pass and thence to Koh-ieMalik Sinh, 1 

nto with Captain Webb Ware regarding the value of Mirjawa and Duzdap to 
ievand Lam of opinion that the question of the demarcation of this portion of the 
frontier should be deferred for the present till we ean see our way to get the line he 
recommends, 
Tt is not, however, only the northern portion of this undemareated bit of 
Dorder that requires rectification, ‘The southern half of Mirjawa, down to Mashkel, 
appears to me to be equally important. On looking at the map it will be seen that 
the direct road from Ladgisht, in Mashkel, to Koh-i-Malik Siah—that is apparently 
line of communication from the sta to Seistan—runs up the western bank of 
) iver. ‘he importance of this a to us was referred ton paragraph 6 of 
y letter of the Sth instant, and I have already asked that officers of the Intelligence 
Branch may be deputed to examine and report upon this road and to seo if thore is an 
ternative routes If no, then ou direct ne of cominunieation betwen Kol--Malik 
ali and the sea has been given away, and it behoves us to regain possession of it by 
any means we ean. 

4, Regarding the northern portion of this undemareated bit of border, the first 
step necessary is to prevent any Persian occupation of either Mirjawa or Duzdap and 
to keep things as long as possible on their present footing. If ihe Persians are one 
allowed fo establish themselves in Mixjawa, it may be ditlieult to get them out again 
with Russian intrigue at their back. At present both Mirjawa and Duzdap, I believe, 
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Inclosure 21 in No. 175. 


} Captain Webb Ware to Captain MeConaghey. 


Chageh, December 20, 1901. 
J IFAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential endorse- 
ment, dated the 30th November, 1901, forwarding a copy of « telegram from His 
Tiitannte Majesty's Legation, ‘Tehran, regarding the demarcation of the Perso-Baluch 
I fronti the veinity of Mirjawa, and, in reply, to request a reference to para. 
4 fraps 51-58 an 46, Appendix (1), of my annual Reports for the yours 1598-09 and 
1900-1901, respectively, which will be found to with this subject. ‘The view I 
hold on the question of this seetion of the Perso-Baluel frontier is that the future of 
the tendo route, as awell a the possible extension west of the proposed Quetta-Nushiki 
Railway, and the politienl outlook in Seistan, and in South-E: i, all render 
ial for us to retain a firm 1 
igning the frontier to run nor 



































opinion, onl 
Malik alow: 
by the Ladis River, and thenee, 
trace to KoleisMalik Siah, Tam well aware that Lam proposing to run the frontier 
| \vest of the alignment which was laid down r ssi 
| tlie Agrcoment. they signed at Jalk in 1806, but the boundary then laid down, 
i noroly a paper one, agtvod on without either side having a personal acquaintance with 
it and inthe absence of all data, and is, therefore, wanting in the essentials of an 
| international houndary-line, I do not think that the realignment of this section of 
i) the frontion is a matter which offers ait difficulty, provided Government are 
prepared oither fo recompense the Persian Government by, transferring to them part 
| of our cI lands, to which, Lam given to understand, they attach con- 
Sileruble value, or to purchase whatever rights the Persians may yet retain in the 
Mirjawva Plain, T would venture to remark hero that the elaims the Local Govern: 
mnenit have outstandi rersian, Government amounts to a sum 
drover-a lakh of rupees, and that, should my proposal to purchase all existing Persian 
fights. in Mirjawa and Duzlap commend itself to the Government of India, it 
|, no doubt, Je to take over these rights in part payment of our outstanding 
claims, 
ity the casual observer it may appear to be a matter of comparative little moment 
yhether the Persians or onrselves hold Mirjawa, provided the predatory Sarhad 
wre held in cheek, This L would most respectfully but earnestly venture to submit 
is an erroncous view to_ tal », for Mirjawa oceupies a highly 
important strategical posttion, and if it is ever held by a post unfriendly disposed to 
| tin the restlts will be that the difficulties of keeping our further posts supplied with 
Foodstuffs will be much enhanced, that we will find it necessary to make a con. 
Aiterable increase in the strength of each individual post beyond Mashk-i-Chah, and 
{hat it-will render our position on this frontier, which is inherently weak, so weak that 
it i doubtful whether the trade route could he Kept open for any great length of times 
on the other hand, held by us, the Mixjawa valley will be a source of considerable 
(Hronath, for it is so situated geographically that a small post-station here would effec: 
tually protect the route from being raided from Sarhad, would enable us to, Keep a 
Vigifimt outlook on the progress of events. in Sonth-Bastern Persia, and- would 
Ndnit_ of on bringing a strong and ever-inereasing influence to bear in Setstan— 
a matter of great importance—not to rofer to the supplies which it is only reasonable 
to aeanme that the development of the natural resources of the valley would enable us 
to draw on. 
During the five yeurs of my acquaintance with this frontier the Persian Govern~ 
ment have never derved anything in the form of revenue from cither Mirjawa or 
Duvziap, and, consequently, J can learn, they are inclined to regard their rights 
in this strip of territory as of minor importance, although naturally they are jealous of 
nt. 
‘ative which the Persian Government have recently, I understand, 
taken in reeard to our occupation of Padaha, on the Mirjawa Plain, has its origin, 
T feel assured, not so much in any feeling of uneasiness entertained by the Persians 
fs to our ultimate intentions on the frontier* as from Russian intrigues, which are 
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directed towards dislodging us from a position which, if we are permit i 
swill greatly embarrass not only the leds Wey oles i in tecad ts Ruta betas 
their projected Pul-i-Khatun-Seistan—Persian Gulf Railway. — i 

Should Government be disinelined to accept my proposal to realign this section 
of the frontier, I would then respectfully submit that all that remains to be done 
is to fix the point on the Mirjawa Plain, where the boundary takes off towands 
Kacha Koh, and to lay down this point carefully on the survey 1 made last cold 
weather, in order to eliminate all chance of disagreement arising on the ground, 
Tn this connection I would, however, beg to point out that it will be necessary to 
define all rights touching water very clearly, for if we retain Padaha on the left bank 
of the Mirjawa nulla, and this is not done, constant friction will ensue, 














Inclosure 22 in No. 175. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, November 28, 1901 
PLEASE refer to my despatch of the 12th November last, ‘The Porsian 
Government have just addressed me an official note announcing their intention to 
establish a customs post at Mirjawa. T have again replied that this part of the 
frontier has not been demarcated on the ground, and depreciating the establishment of 
4 customs post pending a reference to you. Meanwhile, Captain F.C, Webb Ware 
has built a fort on debatable land, I would recommend easy arrangements for demar- 
‘eating our position, as with a European Customs Administration we cannot continue to 
rely upon old Persian apathy and precise understanding as to boundaries is desirable. 
Instructions are requested. 











Inclosure 28 in No, 175. 
Government of India to Colonel Yate. 


(Tetegraphic.) 
THE followin 
Sir A. Harding 


Begins: Persian Government 


Viceroy's Camp, November 28, 1901. 
telegram, dated the 2rd November last, has t oived fro 
Matis Brfannie Majesty's Minister, Pohrans=> pe 


Ends, 














Please communicate this message to Captain F.C, Webb Ware, 1 
exact facts as to what he has done and whore they 
built is situated, Also forward with your opinion his 
demarcation, 

‘his telegram has been repeated to the Foreign Office, Caleutt adresse. 
the Agent to the Governor-General, Quetta. ESCH NES DRE EUs ed 


ro, and ascertain 
t he is said to havo 
jews as to the proposed 











Inclosure 24 in No. 175, 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(Tetegraphie.) Viceroy's Camp, November 28, 1901, 


are asking the local officers for actual facts as to the post and for sugi 
reply lataro your tlegram, dited tho 28rd Novonibes 





tions as to demareation, and 
last, regarding Mirjawa. 














































105 
Memorandum. 


Fort William, December oad 
were nitted to the Secretary, Politis 
‘he papers speci argin* were transmitt be abet, Found 
A Secret Depariment, India Office, London, for the information of His Maj 
Seeretary of State for India, under cover of the Foreign Secretary's letter dated the 
bth December, 1901, 














Indorsed by Foreign Department. 


i i ct e i tion, to the 

vies of the foregoing correspondencet are forwarded, for information, t 
Honswttle te ‘Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan, in continuation of 
{lie indorsement from the Government of India in the Foreign Department, dated the 
5th October, 1901, 





————— 





Inclosure 2) in No, 175. 


Extract from the Chagai Divry for the Week ending November 16, 1901. 


. . . . . . 
5 9 ee eA 
5, HIS Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Scisian notes me that a post_mann 
by, Persian Cossucks is likely to he established at Ladis in Sava, 1 am of 
opinion that, should a Cossack post be stationed any ny Sarhad, we wil 
hon find it necessary to appoint a Native Agent to Padaha on the Saindak-Sarl 
frontier. 














Inclosure 26 in No. 175. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India, 





cu lential.) 


xtricts.) F r A 


20, PARAGRAPIL 43. ‘The closing of the direct route to Birjand vid the Palang 
Koli by the Customs officer in Seistan, and the compelling of every earavan from 
Quetta to proceed to Nasratabad ih Seistan, i muller, I think, that we have a right 
0 of ay an unnecessary hindrance to trade. a 
aod inte Selatan ie vesy bade Captain Webb Ware, in paragraph 60 of his 
Report, deseribes the difficult sht-i-Dasht and Nasratabad, 
the lust 21 miles of his mn n of Seistan, where the 
road was intersected at i ory fev irrigation channels filled with 
water, sand so deep that his camels negotiated them with difficulty. ‘The only camel 
Captain Webb Ware lost in the whole course of his tour was lost While crossing one of 
these irrigation cuts. 

During. thie last fow 
Seistan has heon sinall, and earay 
‘Onee the innndations, however, cover all the 
away south to Kacholi, the kalilas for Birjand 

Seistan than they had in getting in, i 
aan arate in. tho last Selatan Diary that Major Benn has received oners to accom 
pany the Customs officer to Robat and to help M. Molitor to select a suitable site close 
to Robat at a point where caravans proceeding from Robat to Kerman or Seistan can 
est be intercepted. 





wetta, October 19, 1901, 
































years the area under inundation to the north and west of 
is have had no difficulty in getting out of Seistan, 

(down past Koh-ieKhwajah and right 
1 have even more difficulty in getting 



























© Custom arrangements in 
ox Hi Britannic Majes 





au + compete vet of printed papers: 
VicesCousl in Sesian’ abl Kain, dated September 12, 1901, with 

















incl 
om Hi Bsns Maja dated Osaher 22,1901. ; 
How fis Uris Als Agen te te Goverment of ain Koran and 
feiaay ed Osco 8 


om, Wis Be 
ap will follow 
Manet 


and Kain, dated October 24, 1901, with inclosures 





We cannot object to the Persian Government loc: 
Robat so long as it is in Pers 
at this post, we can fairly claim that the Birjand ke 
to permit of their proceeding direct to 

If these Birjand kati 
a should be established at Girdi Talab, w 


ating a customs post close to 
Kerman kafilas are to be cleared 
las should be cleared as well so as 











it the Palang Koh rout 
 Robat, then a fresh Customs Clearing 
here the Seistan and Palang Koh roads 






are not cleared 








To compel the P 





nd Kafilas to go on to Seistan when the 


in that they would have to zo to Nasratabad and return back again to Girdi 
an extra 100 miles all for not! 


aragraph 46, Here Captain Webb Ware gives 1 
wa, and shows that the junetion be 

is not a defined point, but that the Da 
nown as Padaha, and thi 


inundations are out 











detailed account of his 
en the Talab and the 
aban from the north 
in years of heavy rainfall 
and the flood waters then join with the flood waters of 
intly to the south-east into the 





examination of Mirj 








this depression overilo 





va River from the west and find their way j 


Ibis necessary for u 





post on this froutier to protect our trade route 


1 Damanis and others, and Captain Webb Ware has located 








Inclosure 27 in No, 175. 


Extracts from the Report on the Quetta-Seistan Trade Route for the Year 1900-1901, 


proceeding either to Birjand, M 
put fo much unnecessary ine 
pointed out that, if arr 
), the thin stage beyond Killa Robat, to Nebi, it would 

i 1 Benn, who replaced Colonel ‘Trench in Februar 
Seistan, turned his attention to this. m: 
nent, and has opened a road running 
Safidawa to Neh and Bir 
and its inundations, 
‘Whe now direct ro! 


Tashiad, or Hornt-used to complain 
venience and delay by 





toring Seistan, 
‘hem to branch off 
ve them going 











atter shortly after 
from Hurmak to Ledhi Chah, 
‘Dhis route has the advantage that, 

the distance to Birjand by no 
‘¢ to Birjand appears destined to become 

















less than 20 to 30 miles.t 
quickly popular. 





unity of referring to the enstoms post which 
i proposes stationing at Hurmak, 
yot Lam opposed to. Po 

st and foremost, 

an Customs Department, for caravans 
caravan road aut citer 

yés cannot enter 
ho means of ascertaining what caravans hiave loft the road 


apposed that for many months ip the year Sestan is completely cut off fr 
is very far from being the ease, for, by making a detour south of 1 
liable to inundations ean’ be easily circumvented 


Shelag fiver, yet it should be remembered that it 
rid'8 somevehat circuitous route to t 
fe Major Henn's eport, dated April 20, 1601, The following are the stages which Major Benn given 


51. T take this oppor 
rm 


‘ M. Caistaigne, 
Director-Gener : 








erritory—of this there 





the post ean pi 





of little value to the P 
wishing to avoid Hurmak ean do. s0 very ea: 

Ab, or Killa Robat, ‘an 
tory, they have 


ly by leaving the 















the route south of the 
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im 





to avoid paying duty. Secondly, many caravans cut across from either Amir Chal, 
‘Amalaf, ot Saindak to Seistan, following the road south of the Gaud-i-Zirreh. 
] Caravans, who are in the habit of taking this short cut have no inducement to make 
a detour to Hurmak, and will certainly grumble if they are called on todo so. ‘The 
Persians would find that preventive posts stationed at Gindi Talab and Neh would 
prove far more effective in catching caravans that a post hidden away in the hills at 
Hurmak. Lastly, Lam confident that if the $0 miles of waste country w 
/ venes hetwoen Kolei-Malik Sih and inhabited Seistan be bridged over by a. post at 
\ Hurmak, we will very shortly see the result in the intrigues* which the Russians will 
| set on foot in Sarhad. Despite what has been said to the contrary, the Be 
Sustoms officials who are employed in Persia look to the Russians, “To this there 
may be, and no doubt are, exceptions, but, speaking, it is the ease. We 
| might, of course, make it a condition that if a customs post be stationed at Huw 
itis not to be used asa base for disseminating a political influence in Sarhad wh 
{ hostile to us, but once the post is a fait accompli, there is nothing we can do to prevent 
it from hving used for such a purpose. ‘Lo stun up, ny arguments are that a customs 
post at Hurmak, while of no practical use to the Persians, will furnish the Russian 
a Agent in Seistan with a base for intrigue whieh it is certain that he will avail himself 
| of, Added to what E have said, we will also find the post @ source of expense, as it 
| Will then be necessary for usto keop a native Agent permanently posted at Killa Robat 
| to guard our commercial and political interests, 
} 52, Before passing on, L would like to. daw attention to the ru 
} M. Caistaizne, the Belgian Director-General of Customs for Khoras 
] in with regard to the 5 per cent, ad ralorem duty which the Persian Government are 
y authorized to levy tinder the Tnternationial Customs Conventions M. Spinella 
maintains—nnd his interpretation of the Customs Convention appears to be strietly 
tecuriteg—that a duly of & per cent, should be levied on the value of all merchanilize 







Tnclosure 28 in No, 175, 










Extract from the Seistan Diary 





Vo. 23 for period from November \ to 15, 1901, 
. . . . . . 
4. M. CESARE, the Assistant Customs Officer, has left Seiston for Ladis, M, Moli 
the Assistant C has left Seistan fo M. Molit 
told_me that he had again received orders to’ send his Assistant there, Ile and 
AM. Cesari came over fo emsult with me and to receive my instructions regarding our 
frontier in that direction. I told them I was very glad M, Cosari was going to make 
a personal visit to Ladis, and assured them of ty readiness to give Ml. Cesati all 
assistance he might require for his journ z 
In my presence M. M 


















































i e "ML. Cesari against approaching Mirjawa, and 
in the written instructions given to M. Cesari by M. Molitor he is distinctly warned 
against coming into collision with British officials on the frontier. M, Cesiri under- 
stands that he must confine his travels to Persian territory, 
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Inclosure 29 in No. 175, 













Sir A. Hardinge to Government of Indi 















F fae ee Tehran, November 11, 1901, 
INFORMATION received by me from His Majesty's Consul-General at 
Meshed confirms the reports which have reached the GovernomGoneial of Kerman 

nd Baluchistan that Captain Webb Ware has built a fort at Mirjawa on the Porsix 
ktluch frontier. 






































| ‘at the point it enters Persian territory, or, in other words, that a duty of 5 per cent. wh a 
is payable. not only on the original cost price of the goods themselves, but also on the This place is claimed by Persia as being within her territory, and would gortainly 
carriage of rom the towns of dispateh to the Persian frontier. It needs little r Baluch boundary, as laid down by the Commis: 
4 intuition to pereei nied the Government of Ihdiv’s letter to Sir M. Durand of 












the Sth September, 1896, is to be deomod coreet, Th 
some doubt whether the point marke 
deserted and a new 
the boundary, w 
itself 

Tt appears almost certain that Ts 
Persian Gove 


HTect trade by the 
% Porsin by the 
zooils entering P 
‘one to whi 


ted. What the qu 


( zoos will 
goods enti 
compared to 

| ine to be essentially 

advantageously be di 

foresee, for both Russians 

nade to the trade route, th 
sion will alfect their poe! 
| doubt, argue that, if our exports suf 





w scoms, however, to be 
ria ins not been 
went of the same name established on the British side of 
T understand, huis never been proj ‘l 





trade route will Ixbour under when 
trough Bunder Abbas. ‘This question appears to 
Jv the attention of our Minister in ‘Tehran might 
will prove a difficult one to adjust 1 
nd Persians aro likely to oppose any Concession 1 
for polit s and the Persians 
Tf the Persians are approached, they will, no 
our imports will benelit, carefully ignoring the 
Tt is also likely that 

















any 





vive 9 formal remonstranoe from the 
Persian (in ptain Webb Ware, especially as I myself, 
i the Customs Department wished themselves to Duila fortat Mirjawa, requested 
them to abstain from doing so till the position of the proposed site in relation to 
the frontier had been decided between the two Govern 



















































































t fact that Persian exports form a more action of the r arpa oats elation 
ji! they will plead that to Concession to the Nushki- n trade route would think. he very desirable that I should be furnished with the reasons whieh have led the 
| TD Tae ean SNVentR eA Cos ital ney Goyerument of India to regard the ground on whieh Captain Webb Ware his built his 
» their full fort as British T would also respectfully submit. the expedi¢ney, now that 
ons I note, eecihe ted on the Persian side of this frontien, of ing its 
| s fo me that we ing dae to place the ownership of any given village or 
the Nushki-Seistan erupted habitable possibility of doubt, : y given village or 






as, firstly, the Nushki- 
far greatér extent than 
ally heavy on the yery class 


5 per 
nn route is allee 
any other trade route, and, s 


niling a copy of this\despatch to His Majesty's Secretary of State 
ign Alluirs ? pitch to His Majesty's Secretary of State for 





istaigne’s nulin: 
ly, the tax falls. espe 
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| ‘of goods which should he t most leniently, via. on bulky, utility, pie 
ry) ‘and other goods of low value as against light aud high-priced goods, many of whi Joclosure 0. 175, 
oH aire laxuri the question discussed is one which is likely 0 h direct bearing 

| 


H the future trade route, [trust that it may receive the attention which its i Major Benn to Government of India. 
































i) merits. 
ty ‘ : : , 2 . een stan, January 3 (vid Nushiki January 18), 1909, 
Be Ala a ty NOU TOR, Customs Officer, has now received formal orders’ trom. ‘Nohean 
Hirough Meshel to proceal to Mirjawa and Sarhad aad establish eustoms posts there, 
carat mv ; Cater ’ Administrator-General of Customs, Tehran, mentions that, in developing this sehume, 
is by uo means farsfetched, an a reference to Major Benn’ Viee-Consul ia Sestan, diary for the my co-operation and assistance are relied ons d froin sliran 


period ending Duly 1 10 10, 1901, cleary show 
intrigues i) Sa 
Sarl —B. We 
+ T have eovaulted the Bombay and Kurrachee Chambers ef Commerce, and both ageee in saying that 
AM, Caistaigne is within bis rights PF, W, 
This point has bees decided a 


Molitor hias been furnished from 
with copy of our map No. GOS, of 1808, with points marked on naa aes 
customs posts are to be established, heso points are Kolisi-Malik. Siah Dugeb 
Mirjawa, Gorani, Maliksotay, Ispanduk, Kuhak, Molitor informs mo that M. Cesare, 

stant Customs Oficer, who lias just returned from tour in Sarbad, Inives for 





Major Bent 
‘te the Russ 





sare give us a very fai idea of the form which 
“Agent is placed in direct. communie: 








are likely tans 












i Captain Webb Ware —I 





HL, S. Clatke 
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sly, taking with him masons, &e. Molitor’s Report, referred to in 
nit October, has apparently cither never heen received in Tebran or 
has been disregmded. Molitor reported that he was ayerse to_any customs post south 
of Hurmak, This latest move would appear to be the result of influence brought 
to hear on customs in ‘Tehran to bring to a point the question of Mirjaw: 
provoke us to a declaration of our intentions regarding that place. Mr, Mill 
Revssian Viee-Cousul, his just returned here from Meshed with a small force of Persian 
that these will be employed to escort Customs officers to 
Mirjuwa, Thaye asked Molitor to address me officially in the matter before hia 
putting his orders in 
m still without any definite orders either from 
Mirjawa, 1 have expressed my desire to co-op 
Said 1 can have no objection to hin. or his assistant tou 
Le contines his movements to 
But | have warmed hin 
jecur, he must he prepared to take responsibility. T added that J felt sure he would 
farce" with ine that anything like a collision would be most regrettable and should be 
voided at all costs, 1 have warned Political Agent, Chagai, who is on the road, 





































ped, or India, regard 
him in every way, Ihave 
in the Sathad, as long as 
fe the boundary. 




















Inclosure 81 in No. 175, 
Sir A, Hardinge to Government of India. 
phic) Tehran, December 27, 1901. 


I) send us by next messenger latest detailed maps of Perso-Baluch 
ve only small one attached to Protocol.— 





MH 
frontion as delimitated hy Holdich, We h 
Hardinge. 








Inclosure $2 in No. 175. 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Velographie ) 

JLLOWENG from Renn: Begins, Sei 

nds, Followins trom Webb Wi 
n writes: Molitor proconding tinder onlers 3 
As L understand that position post has b 
ul that our Le Vola 
assively 
ny confidential letter 
intruders, should G 
nit telegram, 


i, January 17, 1902, 
(alreaily. received). 

1 18th instant: Begins. (Ce dential.) 
mn to ish so-called customs: 
en laid down on map issued by our 
ly acquiesers in matter, Ehave 

ot actively oppose establishment post 
Al 20th Decombe 

ernment consider 
sth Novembe 



















Me 
post 
Laat 
instrie r 
pending further orders. 
‘ni solicit insteuetions. 
sich step expedient. Ends.) 
















































Ting faired andl follows by po asked to inform 
Persian Government tha established east of 
Ladis, til ground has heen prope aareated, and that 
The authorized to insiriet Webb Ware not to permit erection of posts at Mirjawa and 
Duzlap. After Molitor's Report against the necessity of these customs posts; itappears 





iliat the present is not a Persian, but a Russian, move. 





Inclosure $3 in No. 175, 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


Tehran, December 14, 1901. 
information of the Government 
lias passed between myself and the Persian 
of the latter to Mirjawa, 





[TAYE the honour to transmit herewith, for the 
of Tndin, copies of correspondence whi 
Government on the subject of the el 
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Inclosure 34 in No. 175. 







Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 












(Translation.) November 20, 1901, 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excelleney’s note 
regarding the proposed export of some grain for the use of the English garrisons at 
Robat Killa and the cnstom-house which is to he established at Mirjawa. 
With regard to the first, an order las been issued that the quantity mentioned in 
‘aus’ note, copy of whieh is herewith inclosed, may be allowed to be exported after 
nent of the customs du 

























there is a distance of several farsakhs between 
, the Persian Government. has no, 



















the customs of the Persian Goverm 
acknowledged by the British Legation, 





t, whose rights in this matter are, no doubt, 





in No. 175. 





Inclosu 









M. Naus to the Mushir-cd-Dowl: 





(Translatio 
I INTENDED to establi 
claimed the place to he withi i territe 
that Mirjawa was several farsikhs within Pers 
Tt was arranged that T should wait until the m 
Office, Tam ready to obey your Exeellency’s anders 
Six kliarvars of grain, which is equal to 5 khurvars of flour, 12 kharvars of barley, 
Kharvars of Tie exported at once on the condition that the 

paid. 












house at Mirjawa, ‘Che British Minister 


custom 
i: 1 proved to hin hy an English map 




























scussed With the Foreign 














Tnclosure 36 in No. 175. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Mushiree’-Dovleh, 
November 25, 1901, 


AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excelleney's note of the 
eonler given {0 export a given quantity of grain \ 





l 
20th instant 
ty Kohat K 









ngements does nob quite aeeord I 





with my 
1 pointed out to 

the sense tht, althd 

the ground itsslf 


















the name Mirjawa applied, so 
iat one point formed the boundary, and to a 
ls who settled sometimes in. t 
territory. Tt appeared to me, therefore, desirable that, before: he: 
customshotise, We should ascertain for certain whether the partioular spot selectod as 
its site was on British or Persian tercitory, and 1 proposed to communicate on the 
subject with the Government of India, 1 have now done so and await.a reply. 1 
ain, however, iu the meantime: fro suil-General at Meshed that the 














































itself. 
the est 
few traders, 1 bel 
Government of Ini 
on that part of t) 
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in ating fence by Russia and her ally. Following this line from west to east I have 
already shown the position at which Russia aims as threatening the entire western 
borders of B istan and Afghanistan from the Persian Gulf to Herat. Herat itself 
could he taken by the Russians in less than three weeks, From Herat to the Oxus the 
Afghan frontier is at the merey of the Russian forces. ‘The course of the Oxus from 
Charjui to the P s now under their control. ‘They can cross it at any point at 
any itt our knowledge and without the possibility of interruption. We are 
obliged even now to keep a close watch upon the northern passes of the Hindu Kush, 
Rast of the Pamirs the Russians have already taken up 2 position in the Taghdum- 
J Pamir, which will presently make their trontic t_ to our own on the 
Mustagh Range. ‘The fall of Kashgar and Chi absolutely certain, 
‘and cannot very much Tonger be dh Tibet will still intervene between Russian 
territory and our own on the north but, already, rumours of a Russian Protectorate 
have iden heard, and a mission from 1. received by th On the 
extreme cast of British territo the rival ambitions and 
expandin influence of France; whose aspizations do not fall short of the eomptete 
absorption of the kingdom of Siam, It is far from improbable that within twenty, 
perhaps within tw 1m the present time, the metaphor previously employed 
will haye heen just e Indian B along the complete len 
fronticrs, will be « and confronted with 
re on the whole inimical to its own, In si 
s the future will show—we shall not be: 
in any part of the world where French or Russi 
use af the menace 1 
the strain upon f 
in excess of our means, In this ving fence there are at present thre 
independent Kingdom of Siam on the east, the portion of whose territories 
nearest fo the Indian frontier has heen gu hy nition betwee 
Britain and Pranees on the north the upland het, as yet impery 
intrusion; and an the west the dominions of the Shah. ‘These are the sole rem: 
Duifors that sopuunte the Asintie possessions of Great Britain from her Euro 

in all three intact. But it will sa 
most impor uber iF it knowingly concedes to Russia that o 
her ambition n Persia, the consequences of which to the British Empire it 
has hoon the object of this Minute to expose, 

(Signed) CURZON. 






































































































Tt vests with British statesmanship to re 


of the 








October 28, 1901. 





Tuclosure 2 in No, 179. 


Lovil G. Hamilton to the Goverament of India. 


(Secret) 
My Tord, India Office, March 14, 1902. 
{ HAVE given my attentive consideration to the letter dated the 7th November, 





nt in the Po 





ret, on the 





1901, fromm your Excelléney's Goyernm 

suthjéet of Rvitish poliey in’ Porsig, 
2, Without entering into contro 

propositions enunciated in these 


ign Department, Se 





"sy, oF expressing my concurrence in all of the 
, Vhave to assure your Government that it is 
the earnest desine of His Majesty’s Government to maintain ali ty of 
Persia and the interests, political and commercial, whielt this country has elaimed and 
Supported by its continuous course of action in the past. 1 inelose, for your informa. 
tion, copy of a letter, dated the Gth January, whieh was address 

Lansdowne to Sir Arthur Hardinge, and whieh will indicate the 
lis Majesty's Government, 
























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GEOREE HAMILTON, 
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No, 180. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 20.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of inclosun 
a letter from the Foreign Secrotary, Calcutta, dated’ the 20th February, relatin 
the desire of the Sheikh of Jezirat Sheikh Shuaib, an island in the Persian Gulf, to 
migrate to Bassidore, 


India Office, March 19, 1902. 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 180. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kembatl to Government of India. 
Sir, Bushire, January 16, 1902, 
WITH reference to my letter, dated the 4th February, 1901, I have the 
honour to report that the Assistant Political Agent at Bahrein has reeontly forwarded 
to mea letter, addressed to him by Sheikh Abmed-bin-Abdulla-bin-Mothat, of Jezivat 
Sheikh Shuaib, an island off the Persian Coast of the Gulf hetween Bushire and 
Lingah, representing his desire to migrate to Bassidore with the view of coming 
under British protection, A copy of a translation of Sheikh Ahmed’s letter is here+ 
with forwanted. 

2 Lam of opinion that the migration at the present time of a large numbor of 
Persian subjects to Bassiore may giv rise to undesirable complications, without any 
comesponding advantago from aur point of view. I have, therefore, tustructed the 
Assistant Political Agent to inform Sheikh Ahmed, if he refers to the matter again, 
that the fact of his migrating to Bassidore will notaffect his status as a Persian subject, 
so far as his properties situated within Persian territory are concerned, and T have 
Airected him not to offer the Sheikh any encouragement whatever, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) C. A, KEMBALL, 

































2in No, 180. 








Translation of a Letter dated 


Shalan, 1319 (November 2G, 1901), from Almed-bine 
Abdulla 


Mutur-bin-Esacel-Abudaleh to the Assistunt Political Agent, Balrein. 





(After compliments.) 

I VENTURE to take this liberty of waiting upon you with this our Petition in 
the hope that it would meet with the fhvourahle consideration of the Government. 

1. That about 120 years ago my ancestors with our tribesmen, whose Chief. at 
present is Hamadan-bin-Almed-el-Abadeleh, were domiciled at Sharsah, whence, owing 
to some intertribal discord, my grandfather, with some of his followers, emigrated to the 
Fazeorat-esh-Sheikh about ifty years ago, whens we (are at present living) own boats, 
houses, lands, dato plantations, &e., and also carry on pearl fisheries. ‘My. kinsmen 
this day number about ten persons, the other population of the istand being $00 souls, 
all Persian subjects, who pay tases to the Persian Government, but’ we enjoy 

ity from this obligation. We now intend to emigrate to Bassidore, which is in 
ish territory, and a large number of Persian subjects have promised to follow me 
her. Tam, howev in favour of the emigration being effected at once, as 
ha course would attract public attention, and they will follow me in small parties 
four months after Lam settled there: provided that the British Government would he 
leased to take a favourable view of the project. My object in this is to be under the 
British Government at Bassidore as also those who follow me, 

2, L intend to keep an agent on the island to look after my property and colleot 
my outstanding claims, and I pray that British protection may be extended to my 
agent as well as to my property. 
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8. That slaves born and domiciled at Bassidore shall not be interfered with, nor 
shall wwe introduce any raw slaves into the settlement. 

4. What the emigrants may be allowed to elect a peaceful person out of their 
number to be their head to compromise and decide petty disputes, there being no 
objection to his proceedings being under British supervision—all important matters 
deing referrable to the British Government for settlement. : 

Sind I trust that my request will be favourably considered, for which we shall 
ever remain grateful. 














No. 181. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 


(THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of inclosures 
in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 27th February, 
relating to the proposed fusion of the Persian and Tndian postal systems in 
Seistan, 


India Office, March 19, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 181. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


Gulhek, August 23, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to report that, having failed to elicit from the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh any definite reply to the proposals which Lhad made to him in April last, 
respooting the fusicn of the Persian and Indian postal systems in Seistan, T communi 
ated direct on the subject on the 14th instant with M, Vereanteren, the new Belgian 
Director of the Persian Post Off 
T have the honour to transinit herewith a copy of 
which merely states, as you will perceive, that he 
Governmentof Ind with interest, and hopes to give 
lieu.” 














. Vercanteren’s answer, 
tudying the proposals of the 
effect to them ‘en temps et 








Tsuspect that the Persian Ministers are, on political grounds, suspicious of all 
proposals emanating from us for the development of closer intercourse between India 
And Seistan, which they would personally wish to retard rather than to hasten, and 
that M, Vereanteren as aecordingly been told to give us this rather evasive and 
dilatory reply. 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 181. 


M, Vercanteren to Sir A, Hardinge. 


M. le Ministre, 


‘Teheran, le 22 Aoit, 1901. 
WAT pris connaissance, 


avee beaucoup dintérét, de la correspondance échangée 
par votre Légation, au sujet de la jonetion éventuelle du service des Postes Persancs 
ayec les Postes Indicnnes * vit Seistan.”” 

2, J’étudie en ee moment dive 














améliorations & apporter A In direction des 
correspondances avec étranger ct je Terai profit des renseignements que vous avez 
Dien voulu me fournir pour réaliser, en temps ct lieu, la mesure qui nous occupe. 
‘Das que le moment en sera venu je me mettrai directement en rapport, & ce sujet, 
vee le Residency Postmaster, i Bombay. 
Pourrais-je vous demander & cé propos, M. le Ministre, 
Indienne a déja notifié A ses bureaus du Golfe Persique, des onlres dans le sens de 
n, car jfaurais, de mon edté, A donner des instructions en consé- 
quence aux bureaux de postes Persans établis dans la méme région. 
4. D'autre part, il est A votre connaissance que les dits bureaux Indiens font, aux 
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No, 181°, 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 20.) 
aa 
felegraphic.) P. 

“ . P 20, 1902 
CONSUL at Bussorah telegmphed yestorday as follows :— EES 
18th March, ‘Telegram No. 30, 

T havo to report. the arrival here of Commis 


for assistance in subduing insurrect 
proper. 





ner from Amir of Nojd, who asks 


on, which he appears unabl i i 
‘As yot, no answer has been returned to hig requests este INNES 









ee 3 AS 


No. 181*. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 
THE Under-Secreta 










his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for For iT rd George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the in of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Resident at Aden, dated the 20th March, 1902, relating to the Aden 
Delimitation Commission. 


India Office, March 20, 1902, 


Te 


Inclosure in No, 181*, 
Resident, Aden, to Lord George Hamilton. 


(Lelegraphic.) P, 
T HAVE received reports dated the 12th and 14th 
effect that an i i 


ish 





















een closed by the melmen 
people. By this a sion 
‘in a position of considerable difficulty. 
nee to the Turkish Commissioners but line 
sult, and Iam strongly of opinion that 
rope i Turkish Goverment on the subject, Tam 
vhile strengthening escort by half a company of native infant 
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établissements Persans, une coneurrence peu justifiée, par le fait qu’ils acceptent au 
tarif “interne” Indien—soit A une taxe moins éleyée que la nétre, qui est celle fixée 
par la Convention Postale Universelle, les correspondances nées en Perse, en destina~ 
tion de Inde, 

5, Si votre haute intervention pouyait amener l’Administration Indienne 4 mettre 
fin A cet abus, je ne doute point que cette nouvelle Concession ne fiit de nature 
faciliter encore les relations que, par la suite, Yaurai & entretenir avec cette Admini- 
stration. 

L’Administration Générale, 
(Signé) VERCANTEREN. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 181, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) October 18, 1901. 

AS soon as the Customs arrangements on the Seistan frontier are complete, the 
Porsian Postal Administration will be ready to start the Seistan-Quetta postal service, 
In the meantime the authorities request that the Indian post-offices may discontinue 
accepting letters from Persia to India at the internal rate. ‘The inclosure to my letter, 
dated the 28rd August. 1901, may be read. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 181. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


Gulhek, September 16, 1901, 

WITH reference to my despat of the 23rd ultimo, M. Naus informed 
me to-day that he had discussed with M. Vercanteren, Director-General of the 
Persian Posts, the extension of the postal system to Nasratabad and its ultimate 
fusion with our own. 

‘He is arranging for a regular postal servic, which will be carried on by employés 
of the Customs Department from Birjand, up to which the Persian Post Office now 
conveys, I believe, letters to Nasratabad. 

‘This service will eventually be continued to the point on the frontier to be selected 
as the Customs outpost for the Quetta road. At this point, correspondence will be 
exchanged with India aR arrangement with the Indian Government, with which the 
Persian Government is already in communication. 











Inclosure 5 in No, 181. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Welegraphic.) February 15, 1902, 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 18th October, 1901, ‘The discontinuance 
of the practice complained of involyes an amendment of the Indian Post Office Act of 
1898. A change will be introduced as soon as possible. Details are under con- 
sideration. 





No. 182. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, March 20, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 14th instant, 
reletive to complaints made by the Turkish Government against the Haushabi tribe 
near Aden, 

[1523] 3B 


186. 


Thave communicated a copy to His Majesty's Seertary of State for India, and 
have suggested that inquiry should be made of the Residentat Aden as tothe reported 
attack by a large number of the tribe on a village in the district of Camaara. = 
‘he Resident has been instructed to furnish a report in regard to the complaint 
referred to in the last paragraph of your Excelleney’s note, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 183. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 


(No. 87.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1902. 

I WAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 96 of the 2nd instant, trans~ 
mitting a copy of a report from His Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, in which he gives 
parligttars of disturbances and outrages in the Hledjaz, i Nu 

approve of your action in calling the attention of the Grand Vizier to the serious 
condition of the vilayet and in communicating to His Highness a Memorandum of the 
contents of Mr. Devey's last reports. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 184. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Six, Foreign Office, March 20, 1902. 

I AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a 
note* which, on receipt of your letter of the 8th January, he addressed to the 
Turkish Ambassador in, regard to the complaints made by the Turkish Government 
‘against the Haushabi tribe. : 

‘THis Lordship has now received a note from Anthopoulo Pasha, of which a copy 
{s also inclosed,+ giving particulars of an attack stated to have been made by a largo 
number of the tribe on a village in the district of Camaara. 

Lori! Lansdowne would suggest that inquiry should be made of the Resident at 
‘Aden as to this incident. 

‘Anthopoulo Pasha has been informed that the Resident has been instructed to 
furnish a report in regard to the complaint referred to in the last paragraph of his 
Exeellency’s note, 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 





H. SANDERSON. 





No. 185. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1902. 

T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of tho 14th instant, 
stating that information has been received from the British Agent at Muscat that 
the French Commodore has received telegraphic orders to remain at Muscat for an 
indefinite period. 

Lord Lansdowne would suggest that theso orders are probably connected with 
the measures for the supervision of the Suri dhows flying the French flag of which 
the French Ambassador informed him on the 12th instant. 


+ No. 18, + No. 188, 


No. 186.4, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. (Communicated by India Office, March 21.) 





(Telegraphic) P. March 21, 1902. 
WATAB'S diaries to the 18th February and 4th March and his letter No. 9 of 
the latter date were sent to you by the mails of the 13th and 20th instant respectively, 






meaning. ‘The question seems, therefore, to be of small importance. The next 
question refers to the inclusion in the nine tribes, particularly the Amiris, of several 
subordinate sections or sub-trihes. ‘The Turks elim these, but it would seriously 
prejudice our influence with our Chiefs if we wero to relinquish them, and it would 
necessitate very large deviations from the limits of Wahab's map, which represents the 
)asis of our claims. 

It is important to come to some agreement with the Porte on'these points if any 
progress is to be made by the Commission. T suggest that in Amiri country and from 
Amiri country south-westwands, our boundary should include all tribes subordinate to 
any of the nine tribes, provided thoy do not lie beyond limits of Wahab’s sur 
subject to any petty deviations from those limits north-enst-cast of Amiri countt 
which the Commissioners may agree to, to meet local cond ‘he instructions to 
‘our Commissioners should hold good, as laid down in my telegram of the 26th 
November, 1901, 


























No, 1861. 
Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hanilton—(Communicated by India Office, March 21.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Aden, March 21, 1902, 
foro AHAB telegraphs, with sefereneo to your telegram of 28th Fobruney, ‘as 
follow: 

“The boundary of the Amiri tribe should run between Kataba and Saneh 2 miles 
to the south, and, as the Turks dispute this, it was necessary to obtain evidence on 
this part of our claim. In spite of repeated promises they’ still occupy Amiri and 
Shain villages and garvison Jule, ‘Thoy lave also recently placot guavisons al 
chat and Mafari, and fired upon our surveyors there. 

“Our protest against this action has been without avai 
has sovereign rights, and can only allow the Ami’s claim to siich territory ashi 
been assigned to him by Imperial Firmans.” E 

(Repeated to the Governments of Bombay and India.) 




















‘They claim that Turke 
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M. Cambon’s communication is recorded in the despatch to His Majesty's 


Ambassador at Paris, No. 104, of the 12th instant, of which a copy was transmitted to 
you in my letter of the 17th instant. 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) 1, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 186. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 21st March, 1902, relating to the alleged occupation of 
Mirjawa, 

India Office, March 21, 1902. 


_—— 
Inclosure in No. 186. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) March 21, 1902. 

YOUR telegrams, 3rd March: Mirjawa, 

His Majesty's Government consider that, as the British post is on the right bank 
of Talab, it is primd facie on Persian side of frontier settled in 1896, and that it would 
be preferable to withdraw at once rather than to await result. of negotiations, which 
would probably be protracted. Please instruct Yate accordingly. 

With regard to use of lag by Russian Consul, His Majesty's Government, in 
caso of Major Sykes, maintained right of a Consular officer to hoist national flag while 
travelling m Persia; but in view of Russian remonstrance with regard to Yate's 
journey in 1894, attention of Russian Government will be called in friendly terms to 
Inconyenience and danger caused by Miller’s presence on our frontier with armed 
escort. 

Tis Majesty's Government do not consider thore would be any advantage in 
romonstrance to Russian Government with regard to Miller's alleged collusion 
with Persian Customs in obstructing our trade route unless ositive evidence in 
support can be produced. Hardinge will be instructed to inquire as to unfriendly 
action of Porsian Customs, and make representations to Persian Government. 4 
complaints tw out to be well-founded, 

Alter reading the correspondence in Secretary's No. 9, M., of 27th Fobruary, I 
doubt whether Webb Ware should remain in his prosent post, 








No. 187. 
India Office to Voreign Office. —(Received March 22.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary, of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of two telegrams 
relating to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, March 22, 1902, 
Oh i See 


Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic,) March 21, 1902, 
YOUR telegram of 28th February. Aden delimitation, Resident ‘at Aden 
replied to you direct on 17th instant. We sent you, by mail of 18th instant, Wahab’s 
diary to 18th February, and his letter of 4th March and diary to same date went home 


1s8 





yesterday. Matters are ata deadlock, and likely toremain so unless two Governments 
Gan agree to a basis on which demareation should proceed. First pointat-issue appears 
to be whether description of object of Commission should be to define boundary 
between ‘Taiz Province and territory of nine tribes, or between possessions of Porte and 
tribes under British Protectorate. ‘Turkish Commissioners contend for former; point 
seems of small importance, for, in our view, both definitions have same meaning. 
Second point is that nine tribes, especially Amiri, include several subordinate sections, 
or sub-tribes, which ‘Turks claim, but which we cannot well relinquish without serious 
rejudice to our influence with’ our Chiefs, and without deviating very largely from 
fmits of Wahab’s Survey Map, which represents basis of our claims. It Commission 














is to make any progress, it is important to come to some agreement with Porte on these 


Points, Tsuggest that, in Amiri country and from Amiri country south-west, all tribes 
Subordinate to any of the nine tribes should be included on our side, provided they 
fare within the limits of Wahab's survey. Subject to any petty deviations from those 
limits, to mect local conditions, that Commissioners may agree to north-east. East of 
‘Amini country, instructions in my telegram of 26th November should hold good. 








Inclosure % in No. 187. 





Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of India. 





(Telegraphic) Aden, March 21, 190: 
‘ADEN Boundary Commission. Following telegram received from Wahab for 
transmission :— 


(8) Begin: “Se 











any of State for India’s telegram 28th February. ‘Turks 
refuse to accept Amiri boundary which should run between Kataba and Sanah, 2 miles 
south of latter; hence evidence ih support of our claim was necessary. They still gan 
Taleli and (?) occupy Amiri and Shairi villages, in spite of repeated promises to with- 
Graw. ‘They have recently garrisoned Jehaf and Matare, and fired (upon) our surveyors 
there. We have protested without. avail against this ‘They elaim soven 
rights, and will not (be) admit Amir’s right (¢) to any territory unless granted Imperial 
Firman,’ —Ends, 











‘Addressed to the Secretary to the Government of India, Repeated Secretary of 
State for Iudin, Political Secretary, Bombay Government. 








No, 188, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha, 


Your Bxcelleney, 
T HAVE the honour to 


Foreign Office, 
e receipt of your note o 

the Turkish Government from the 

that the British members of the 
Aden Delimitation Commi ging to the territory of the nine tribes: 
cortain localities which have hitherto beon occupied by Turkish troops, and that those 
localities haye been entered by British dotachments. 

‘he information supplied by your Excellency is somewhat indefinite, but I will 
suggest to, His Majesty's Seoretaty of State for India that the British Commissioners 
should be instructed to furnish a report on the matters complained of. 

In the meantime, it is necessary that I should call your attontion to certain 
‘occurrences on the Dhali frontier which have been reported by Colonel Wahab, the 
principal Rritish Commissioner. 

‘On the 22nd ultimo the Turkish Commissioners addressed to Colonel Wahab a 
roquest that he would withdraw a surveyor who had been sent into the Azrab and 
Mehrabi country to make some necessary observations in connection with the work of 
delimitation. ‘They asserted that that country was included in the civil district of 
Tihaf. 

Colonel Wahab replied that the British Commissioners could not admit this con- 
tention, and that in any case the only attempt made to occupy on behalf of Turkoy 
any part of the country south of Jihaf itself was the recent invasion of Jabal 






















is9 


Mafari, by a party of armed Arabs, under a certan Sheikh Ghalib, a day or two before 
the arrival of the Turkish Commissioners. 

Colonel Wahab protested against this unjustifiable interference with the status 
gue, an declined to withdraw the surveyor unless the armed party were withdrawn 
also. 

Colonel Wahab has now reported by telegraph that his s has been fired at 
in the Mafari country by an armed, party in the pay of the ‘Turkish authorities, and 
that certain roads have been closed by those authorities to his camel-men going out 
for forage, and to the people of the Amir of Dhali. 

Colonel Wahab has remonstrated with the Turkish Commissioners, but so far 
without any satisfactory results. 

Upon this part of the frontier His Majesty's Government lave taken particular 
care to define the limit of the British Protectorate by carrying out a survey which 
‘was accomplished in April 1892, and to which reference was made during the events 
which occurred at Ad Dareja in 1901. ‘The main object of that survey was to 
ascertain and record the status quo as it then existed in order to avoid any extension of 
our responsibilities or encroachment upon the ‘Turkish side, 

His Majesty’s Government consider that the proceedings complained of by 
Colonel Waliab, if they have the approval of the Turkish authorities, constitute 
serious disturbance of the status quo by the ‘Turkish Government, against which they 
must earnestly protest. 














Thave, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 








0, 189, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 28.) 





No. 19,’ 
Greiegepnic) ity Tehran, March 23, 1902, 
IN reply to the inquiry conveyed to me in your Lordship's telegram No, 28, and 
dated yesterday, disturbances took place at Shiraz ten days ago. The Shoa-es-Sultanch 
and tlie Kawam-ul-Mulk have been recalled in consequence, Up to yesterday the 
town was quiet again, and news of fresh disturbances has not reached me, 











No. 190. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 28.) 


(No. 20.) 

(legion) P. Tehran, March 28, 1902, 
Continuation of my immediately preceding tologram T have ascertained that 

the message from the Jews of Shiraz, of which your Lordship makes mention, was in 


connection with the disturbances which took place there the week hefore last, and 
which have now ceased, 








No, 191, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 24.) 


(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 28, 1902, 
LEXPLAINED to the Grand Vizier at the interview which I had the honour to 
report to your Lordship in my despatches Nos. 26 and 27 of the 16th instant, our 
objections, as stated in your Lordship’s telegram No. 6 of the 12th instant, to the 
despatch of Persian Cossacks to the Serhad, and he assured me that no such measures 
had been contemplated, and that the only foree which would be sent there was a squadron 
of regular Persian cavalry and a battery of arillery under General Abdul Hamid Khan, 
of whose intended despatch to Scistan I informed your Lordship in my tel . 
of the 22nd October last, ue SE 
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Abdul Hamid Khan called on me to-day by His Highness’ direction, accompanied by 
au official of the Persian Foreign Office. He struck me as an amiable and cultivated 
man, and had learned to speak French fluently at Constantinople, where he studied for 
some years, travelling afterwards in Syria and Egypt. He has evidently black blood in 
his veins, and 1 should think his mother or grandmother must haye bee an African 
slave-concubine, He was very friendly and deferential, expressed his anxiety to 
maintain the best relations with our frontier officers, and referred approciatively to his 
‘acquaintance with my predecessor, which he had made in 1899 when quartered in 
Arabestan during Sir M, Durand’s journey through that province. His departure for 
Seistan, which was to have taken place in May last, had been put olf in consequence of 
his father’s death, but he said he was leaving in a fow days by way of Meshed. Hi: 
hend-quarters would be Nasirabad, but his duties would include the inspection of the 
entire Perso-Beluch frontier from Kuh-i-Malik Siah to the sea. T shall return his vi 
in a day or so, and present him with a watch or some other small token of zoodwill 

Meanwhile affairs on the frontier are just now a little strained, ‘The Grand Vizier 
complained to me verbally last week of the alleged violation of Persian territory by 
Captain Webb Ware, at Mirjawa, and the Government of India on its side instructed 
me to remonstrate against. a recent order by the Seistan Custom-house prohibiting, in 
defiance of an arrangement at which Land M, Naus had arrived in the summer, the 
supply of grain to our outposts at Robat Killa, T sent Abbas Kuli Khan to the 
Ne m with a demand that this order should be rescinded and a complaint that 
M, Cosari, one of M, Naus’ Customs employés, had, as reported to the Government of 
Tndia, fired at a Duffadar of one of our Thanas, In ronly to this message I received 
to-day the note from the Mushir-ed-Dowleb, of which I have the honour to transmit a 
translation, protesting strongly against Captain Webb Ware’s occupat 
No this note I hiave just sent the answers, one official and the other pri 
copies are inclosed herewith, Thave sent a copy of this «lespatch and its inelosures to 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, 




















































T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 








PS.—Since writing the above Ehave received from M. Naus the telegram from 
Meshed, of which a copy is inclosed herewith, 
A. HH. 
Inclosure 1 in No, 191. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(Translation,) February 20, 19 








YOUR Exeellency’s message with regard to the Mirjawa question and. the 
differences between the Persian Customs authorities and the English officials has been 
delivered by Abbas Kuli Khan Nawab, 

Your Hxcellency states that the friendly relations on the frontier are threatened. 
In reply, I haye the honour to inform you that the Customs employés, who are only a 
few, have no duty on the frontier but to establish customs. How is it possible that they 
should act contrary to their duty and threaten the friendly relations on the frontier by 
firing on an English official 2 

‘As your Excellency will see in the accompanying Report from M. Naus, and 
‘according to telograms received, a detachment of English troops, under the command of 
Captain Webb Ware, has crossed the frontier and pitched a camp, consisting of about 
cighty tents, at Mirjawa, and has informed the Persian Customs officials that it has 
received! distinct orders from the English Government to turn them out of the place, and 
hins notified to the said Persian Customs employés that they would he expelled by force 
of arms if they would not evacuate Mirjana. 

Thave no doubt that you, with your well-known sense of justice, will understand that 
such a violation of Persian territory by an English foree, and the occupation of Mirjawa 
and the threats to the Persian Customs officials, show that, contrary to the friendly 
feelings of the British Government, it had been intended to disturb the amicable 
relations on the frontier while there has been no question as to the proprietary right 
of the Persian Government over Mirjawa according to the map of the frontier and the 
Protocol, which runs as follows :— 
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_ From Pillar I northwards the Talab River becomes the boundary to its junction 
with the Mirjawa River. From the point of junction it is carried by a straizht line to 
the nearest point on the watershed of the Mirjawa range, which limits the drainage into 
the Mirjava River on the north, 

“Thence it follows the main watershed northward to the b 
Koh. 

«From the higlest point to the Kocha Koh the line is earried straight to the hizhest 
point of the Kuhsi-Malik Siah.” 

If your Excellency will refer to the map of the frontier you will see that the right 
bank of the Talab River is Persian soil, and the Mirjawa, which is on the right bank of 
the Tulab, ig marked as Persian territory, 

A few days az T informed you of this incident, As this unfortunate fact of the 
Violation of Persian territory by an English foree is inconsistent with the friendly 
relations existing between the two Governments, and is also against international lav, I 
have to make a serious protest against it, and to request you, most respectfully, to be 
good enough to telegraph to the competent authorities and ask them for the withdrawal 
of the English troops es soon as possible, 


Talso request to be informed of the result of any steps whi 
matter, 














shest point of the Kocha 




















ch you may take in this 
(Signed MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH, 
SEE 
Inclosure 2 in No. 191, 


M. Naus to Atabeg-iedzam, 





(Dranslation.) February 20, 1902, 
T HAVE the honour to bring the following matter to your ILighnoss' notice, in reply 
to the charges brought against the Customs eiployés by the British Minister: 

Firstly, that, according to the arrangements made with the British Minister in the 
presence of his Excellency: the Mushir-ed-Dovleh on the 11th September, 1 telegraphed 
to M. Castaigne, the officer in charge of the Khorassan Customs, ordering him to 
allow 6 Khawars of flour, 12 Khawars of barley, and 25 khiawvars of Bhusw to bo 
exported every month to Robat. I know this has been done by M. Molitor, who is in 
charge of the Scistan Customs, Lam very much surprised when the English Minister 
says that the transport of provisions has not been permitted, I, however, telegraphed 
to the officer in charge of the Customs in Khorasan to renew the’ instructions 
giveh on the Iith September last to the officer in charge of the Customs 
Seistan, 

Secondly, that in my telegram of the 11th Septem 
officer in Kiorassan to p 





















1 instructed the Customs 
{pone the establishment of the Customs at Mirjaya until 
n question is on Persian ter 
ws with the British Minister on this point, and his Bx 
igh to give me the Protocol Agreement between the Persian and 
ts respecting the frontiers. It is stated in the Protocol that—( 
the text of the inelosure). 
‘Dke accompenying map is a copy made by M. Layers, the book! 
Customs, of a map in the British L 0 








had explained to the English Legation that the pla 
tony. Land several inter 
was good © 

















rot tie 
‘gation showing the boundary, ‘The copy was 














ade in the presence of Major Napier, and I showed it myself to the British 
Minister, 
As Mirjawa is situated on the right bank of the Talab River, south of the 





june ‘ion of that river with the Mirjawa River, there is no doubt that it is in Persian 
territory. 

‘The documents existing in the English Legation prove this point, 

On the 26th November a copy of the map which was prepared by the help of the 
members. of the British Legation was sent to the officer in charge of the Khorassan 
Customs, with instructions to send an official to Mirjawa, on the right bauk of the 
Talab River, to establish a Custonss office there. 
M. Castaigne, by my direction, notified the matter to M. Molitor, the officer 
in charge of the Customs in Seistan, who sent M. Cesari and two other employés to 
Micjams for the purpose of charging duty on goods passing Mirjawa on the way to 

erman, 
J When M. Cesari informed the British officials on the Seistan frontiers of the 
instructions he had received from the Customs Department, and showed them the map, 
explaining that it had been sent from Tehran with the approval of the Britiqt 
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Legation, the frontier officer told him that they were not under the orders of the 
British Minister at ‘Tehran, but that they had received distinet orders from Caleutta to 
take possession of Mirjava, and to expel from that place any Customs employé or 
Persian troops who might happen to be the 

Tt is a fact that after some discussion, with the details of which Lam not acquainted, 
the troops under the command of Captain Webb Ware ejected by force the officer in 
charge of the Customs from Mirjawa, which is the unquestionable and legal property of 
‘the Persian Government, 

‘Whe British Minister states that the Belgians employed by His Imperial Majesty 
the Shab act ina manner whieh may in future lead to troubles between the two Govern- 
ments. I ean assure your Highness that there is no possibility of anything of the kind, 
and that there is no ground for such anticipation, since the Belgian employés bave 
hitherto done nothing but carry out the orders of the Persian Government, and there is 
no doubt that they will do the’same in future, 

Should there be any danger, as anticipated by the British Minister, it will be on 
account of the excessive activity displayed by the English officers in charge of the 
Seistan frontier, who openly declare that they attach no significance to any orders given 
by the British Minister at ‘Tehran, 




















(Signed) J. NAUS. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 191. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


‘Tehran, February 22, 1902. 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of the 20th instant on 
the subject of certain incidents on the frontiers of Persia and British Indi 

T haye carefully perused the Memorandum by M. Naus, wh 
to his communication, and { take note with satisfaction of his y 
that he has telegraphed to the Persian authorities in Seistan to place no impediment on 
the supply of provisions to our frontier garrison at Robat Killa, ‘This assurance is in 
conformity with the friendly understanding arrived at some mouths ago between us, 

Tt appears to me very desirable to avoid as far as possible any mutual recrimina~ 
tion as to the action of our respective officials on the frontiers. ‘The message to which 
your Excellency refers as given by Nawab Abbas Kuli Khan was based on a telegram 
from the Government of (idia, to whom the information therein contained had been 
transinitted hy our frontier officials, just as the reports which have reached M, Naus 
have been derivid ftom his own local subordinates, ‘The true solution of these local 
differences and difficulties is to be found in a calm and impartial examination of them 
by the two Governments, who are alone concerned in the question, and are equally 
resolved, in their common interests, to maintain peace and good relations on their 
borders. 

Tis, of course, quite true, as asserted by Captain Webb Ware, that he and the 
other officors in British Beluchistan are not under the orders of the British Legation at 
‘Tehran, but under those of the Viceroy of India, to whom they are alone accountable, 

But your Excellency may feel satisfied that his Excellency the Viceroy of India no 
Jess than myself is animated by the sincerest desire to preserve the good relations above 
referred to, and is most anxious to co-operate with me in any measures which may pro- 
mote that object, 

‘As regards the lawful ownership of the particular point on the frontier which 
Captain Webb Ware is stated to have occupied, I have, as your Exeellency knows, been 
in communication since December last with Calcutta, and have again telegraphed to 
that capital within the last few days, Some little time may elapse in view of the 
distance before the facts can be thoroughly verified, But the Government of India 
informs me that considerable doubt exists as to which of the several small streams 
running into the Talab is the Mirjawa River deseribed in the Agreement of 1896. ‘The 
topography of the map annexed fo that Agreement, which was not at the time examined 
on the spot, has been shown by recent surveys to have been inaccurate, and it is con- 
sequently very’ difficult at present to draw, so far from the actual locality, any line on 
‘correct map corresponding to the description given in it. ‘The country is imperfectly 
known and has been even more imperfectly surveyed. But the Persian Government may 
rest assured that the Government of India has no desire to eneroach on its lawful rights, 


Your Excellency, 






assurance 
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or to violate international Jaw, and will certain! ite i 
ernational Jay, and w ly restore the site in question i 
should the latter's claim toit be satisfactorily established, A despatoh tome ae 


its views on the subject, w: me weel i 
anail ie geen Ublett, wassentsome mecks ago from Calcutta, and T am instructed to 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
ee 
Tnelosure 4 in No. 191, 





Sir A. Hardin tir-ed-Dou 
(Private) lardinge to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
Your Exedlens, Keb 3, 190 
SINCE writing to your Excellency my a aaa 
i iz Bs -y my official note of yesterday's r 
Feceived telegram froin the Governnint "Be India Gist oo iat wth ae 
jeant regular—troops are stationed 0 i en Ki jal 
STAs roops are stationed on the frontier between Kut-i-Malik Sah 
ft would seem, therefore, that the accounts which hav 
Government of the’ presence of a military foree on tie fue reached the 
that Captain Webb Ware's followis i 
irregulars. 
T should wish to add, unofficially, for your Excellency’ 
Is ly, for yo Excelleney’s cor ial informatie 
snd for that of His Majesty the Shab, should. you think ita iat aay Latins 
these misunderstandings very Targely to the initigues. of cortan local agents of 4 tnd 
ower, which would doubtless bo disapproved if they were known to-them, by’ thele 


nave ersian 
the frontier are incorrect, and 
"an only consist of @ few local police or 


























eems to be to create ill-feelin, 
create il 1 between the tw 
induce well-meaning: but illsinformed officials of the 


n any differcnee of opinion by creating 
fats without reference to the vis of the other yard the heen ene ated 


mean the Government of Inc If the good relati 
tie Gover he good relations between out 
authorities, whieh we both have so much at heart, are to be maintained, this, can on} 
be done by steady refusal the part of those representing Persia’ to discuss oy 
0 the sugyestions of those persons who, as [ have repeatedly pointe 
out to your Excellency, have systematically tried to make trouble between Gnas 
ich in no way concern them. I have already culled your Bxcelloncy's ation 
their relations with Damani Chief, who has attacked caravans on our bende any 
against whom you have promised to co-operate with us, though you have not tans 
it expedient to remonstrate against the intimacy which I have shown to exit Ween 
him and the Russian Vice-Consul in Seistan, and which the Rustiny Miner ye 
mould, Thelive, be the fist to repudiate, a 

am fully persuaded that, with mutual goodwi 
f ; nutual goodwill on both side 

temporary difieulties can bo easly overcome, 1, for my part, have nua 
in thi seme Tes fer the sian Government, on it side, todo its part by instruct 
iether Persian or Buropean, to deal exclusively | questions with 
arenioos ae ofteers of the Indian Government, and to cPeonee ty abiolitely 
declining to hold any intercourse with them on these mations a A 
sting 1 any , t ‘ matters, the imvarrantel 
intervention of the agents of any foreign Power, If suel instructions are not eras 


sent, but are strictly obeyed, Lean promise your Excellence il 
Se Cans Brel her promise your Excellency that there will be-no farther 











Persian Government to pre 





























local and 
all in my power 




















(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
—— eee ee 
Inclosure 5 in No. 191, 


eee M. Castaigne to M. Naw 
(Rilgeephigue) 2 ee AEN Le 23 Féorier, 190: 
oP GNCERNANT Mitjavra, jo confirme que la gamnison installgo pay lo Guvitad 
Webb Ware est do trontonic hata, et ctlegt a he fat 10 Capitan 
quitter Ia localité, oil avait ordre d Mu posto us douang 
dois eagutant, Misa Coat st i vers Kukah, oun poste de doumne 
ai ; feur de Ladis Cositi a été attaqué 4 doug 
Vapprends maintenant que l’Agent i 
Tapp q gent Anglais (Major Benn) ct le Capitai 
Wah Wace caiaten ai pages ADs Major Benn) et le Capitaine 
Hoasy “Ment Galoment emptcher Mistalltion de la” doume Posie a 
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Hite itté Sistan le 4 de ce mois 
jah, visstevis de Robat. 3M, Molitor a quitté Siston le 4 de eo, m 
AE Sits ot a sonvontiora le Capitaine Webb Ware ct tm autre Agent 





i cs ortations d rovisions 

OM. Molitor a effectivement: empeete Ja cont anu des export: de prov 
e Sistan pour Robat, et cela pour les raisons sulvantes = 
Se Ruan ioek Dunne eau ant poste doumnier Pesan & lable vis 
de Robat, ainsi que cela. avait: ie prévu Torsque Vexportation des provisions a G46 
autorisée, le Major Benn nous conteste le droit de eréer un pos 
endroit, : i ; 

3, Tes provisions esportGes dle Sistan, daiont, uilises. 
vayitailler is postes militaires Anglais nouvellement ¢t: aie si ae 

B, Quand Cesari a été foreé dle quitter Mirjawa le poste Anglais a 
céder aucune partie du blé provenant ae nt US Rien: Fenn ee 
M. Molitor a fait tout son possible pour mainte 

















palement pour 

























© impossible on présence des emps 
lent Anglais, mais cola. est presque imposible en présence des empiche- 
Tae ‘apportés par Tui A Porganisttion des donanes, et de ses exigences tou} 
croissant 





Su pports regu, Tes ace os 

et Ie on sens judiquo qu’elles ne peuvent pas Otro f 

Jai eonfirmé AM. Molitor ordre @autoriser les exporta 
Robat, m sd 
ot transmettrai les rapports par prochain courrier, 








ois de provisions pour 
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Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 24.) 


ee) Tehran, February 
My Verve tho honour to ransmit horonith, with reference t0 my despatch No. 2 
Soot of the 14th instant a report of farther conversation between Mr, Vice 
Grahame Mujtalud therein referred to, “pice ee 
ae od Oo from all that 1 ean learn both from this an othe confi Acotial 
sources, that the Grand Vizier has not absolutely sures inosine apeoel 

e hierarchy to the proposed loan from Russia, and that one of the chi f ob ti 
oie re Mii them hen een {0 procure. fram (hem, an undertaking Hn they il 
dice their influence on the side of the Govermuent during the absence of the Shah 
bay ined to go abroad in any case, ¢ if 

‘She Shah has now, by all accounts, determined .to g any ease, or i 
th ae come of, and to draw for this purpose on the Ande eth fund rc tarred 
to in my despatch No. 26 of the 15th instant, recouping himsolf ont of the pro 
foreign loan whieh he hopes somehow or other to onelude Tater on. 

‘With so changeable a Be ails Majesty, this vlan may again be modifi 

eon now e first week in April, whieh has’ been given ont as sof 
tet ey ev hea. telegraph to Me rations Stinters In Eorope annouiog. bis 
journey ag decided, and is now more than ever bent on Fi aed 
Jourrithe Grand Vizier on his side fully realizes the dangors of his master's. leaving 

in wih its inane ls state of the wtwost disorder, and will, doubtless, do 
Pertti i ower to como to torn wi ML. de Witt ‘before: His Tinperial Mafcaty 
DL aaah following account from several trustworthy sources ss 
interview with the Mutabid Sosy Ai Akbar reported is ng desyntch No. 25 of the 

i wile hows eurous Tight on His Majestys state of mind, anon th 
tenets ukioh the clergy might perhaps easily exetelse on his nancial negotiations 
ue He Mae ’s ostensible object in sending for the Soyyid wns to ask him to inter- 
dean which had caused him some anxious thought, | In my dream,” he told th 
tae a ‘appear before me elad in the Ihram (the Mecca iri dress, which 
te jour Lordship may remember consists of two linen cloths w nd round the wast an 
shoulders), and bearing on your back a heavy Uae angry and rebuked you foe 
entering ay pcsono in sich scanty le, when wildly the ack fll fo your 
nu from its mouth fowed gold and silver, _Immeiately there was ada 

Hanes ii Set eacont ctnenet extraordinary brightness, I awoke greatly 
aBitzled, and nov eal on you to explain this vision. 







































the 
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‘The Seyyid, who wished doubtless to propitiate both the Grand Vi 
Russian party, reflected for a moment, and then sr 
iscasy. | Whereas your Majesty saw me, in the primitive Moslem garb, throw a suck et 
Jour feet whence floved gold and silver, this means that my ancestor, the Prophet, bids 
You to make no fresh loans from unbelievers, but to trust for the restoration of your 
finances io your subject: r-servants of the faith. And the brilliant moon which 
your Majesty beheld is his Hi i-Azam, who drayrs his light from yo 
elf. as his sun, and whose brightness signifies it to be God's Will that he should help you 
in completing this work 

The allusion to the Joan rather nettled the Shab, and he repro: 
the other leading Mollahs for neglecting the exposition of the Sacred Law snd the 
salvation of souls in order to meddle in political affairs, Seyyid Ali Akbar, in reply, sont 
for a Koran, and swore on it that neither he nor his brethren had ever done what was 
alleged of them. ut le added that pious Moslems and the people generally wore dis, 
turbed at the iden of a fresh Russian loan, and that there had been much talk on the 
subject, 
ee Tel 


myself 





and the ant 
“The interpretation of the dream 
























hed the Seyyid and 















said the Shah, “what they say; never mind how offensive it may be to 








he people,” answered the Sey 
Europe, that for this purpose 
you pay, and that the 
the loan,” 

‘The Shah lang! 
will never cede on 





id, “repeat that your Majesty is bent on going to 
you are borrowing from Russia without eating what price 
Ports of the southern provinces are to be pledged as security for 


d, half in mockery, half in anger, and exclaimed, It is false, 
span of Persian torvitory (the expression which, as your Lordship may 
remember, he used in bis recent answer to yourself), and, as a proof of ity | may tel 
You that I have withstood for the last few months a demand on the part of Russia Tor i 
petroleum depot at Bi 

On the Seyyid’s it his satisfaction at this statement His Majesty sei 
him hy the beard, which he stroked for some 
with the promise of a present, 

Thear in several quarters that he has be 
tation of his dream, though two s¢ 
was a pure inven 
tlio. real fe 














ed 
minutes affectionately, and dismissed him 


en good deal impressed by the int 
1 informants have 





erpre= 
inted to me that it 
8 object in relating it was to test 
true motive, whether genuinoly super. 
ve in the former, his interview with the 
id has probably suzgested the idea to him that a Russian loan accompanied. by 
political conditions may not be unattended with danger. 

Thave already explained to your Lordship that I do not regard the 
clerical party, in its present divided and corrupt condition, as. suficie 
itself to stop the loan, but, asa secondary and subsidiary agency, 
of considerable indirect: utility, and we should, in my opinion, be ty 
discount it, 
























fluence of the 
nitly strong by 
if’ may. prove 
ise entirely to 












T have, &o, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


——— 


Tnelosure in No, 192. 





Memorandum by Mr. Grahame, 


THE following is a résumé of the main points of my interview (already verbally 
reported in extenso) of Sunday, the 23rd February, with Seyyid Abdulla, 


Cur conversation took place in the presence of Sheikh Mendi, the Seyyi 
fidential Munshi, who has acted as a 


Abdullal: and this Legation, 
‘The Seyyid began hy giving me an account of an interviey—of which E had no 
doubt heard—hetween himself and the Atabeg-i-Azam some ten days previous to date, 
‘Throughout that interview the Atabeg lad frecly diseussed the question of the Rossigy 
loan, the Shah's urgent demands for money, the requirements of the Shah's health, the 
advisability of official visits to various eapitals, ‘Xe he Atabeg,”” said Seyyid 
Abdullah, ‘endeavoured to make a show of impartiality, and to extract trom ae 
the expression of a decided opinion, his latter T studiously refrained from giving.” 
“And what,” asked, “is in your opinion the Atabeg's real attitade?” 








cone 
go-between in recent transactions between Seyyid 
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“Can a man,” replied the Seyyid, “ who is personally and pecuniarily interested in 
4 transaction to the extent of about 1,000,000 tomans (for that will probably be about 
the Atabeg’s share), be impartial? "* 5 

Seyyid Abdullah then went on to give me an account of the interview,+ which took 
lace a'few days later between Seyyid Ali Akbar and the Shah, at which the latter, after 
ene ealied sou fo interpreta tat or pretended dream of the Shah, had been soundly 
rated for sting up opposition iu onjunetion with other members af the clerical party 
to the proposed new loan, Seyyid Ali Akbar hud called for a Kuran, and declared on 
ath that neither he nor any of his friends liad acted as the Shah had been led to 
believe. ‘The Shah had appeared to be mollified. fi 

“Do you think ssured 2” “Reassured, no, A man who is timid ean 
never be re i 
Toan, and dreads 

‘he Seyyid pr 
the clerical piuty w 
Meshed, Resht, Nejef, Isfahan, and Shiraz—part 
Isfahan, Agha Nojes, his brother, Sheik Noor Ullah, and the Tmam Juma’ 
Sheikh-ul-Islam, Imam Juma’, Haji Sheikheul-Reis, and another; in Meshed, Sh 
Habibullah and Sheikh Bakir were slready prepared to listen to such overture 
fact, throughout the country the Ulema are like a train of gunpowder avaiting a spark 
to produce an explosion.” Funds were needed for travelling expenses of emissaries 
who must he vell selected men of rhetorical qualities (natik). Nothing could be trusted 
to the post, 

Seyyid Abdullah then asked me if, in the ev 
through, the British Government would be prepared to furnish capital to a group of 
respectable merchants under British protection in South Persin—and there are many 
such—or in India, to reduce in toto the Russian loan of 1899-1900, 

T pointed out that presumably such a scheme would entail an advance not only of 
12,000,000 tomas to clear off the former loan, but of a further sum to help Persia in the 
present diffeulties. ‘That the question was too big a one for me to pretend to say 
anything about, and probably even the British Minister would require to refer it to the 
Government. 

T asked! if, in the event of tha 























sured, ‘The Shah is aware of the fecling: 






isturbanees, 





tive action on the part of 
ched from Tehran to 
ularly these last, He asserted that in 



































nt of the new Russian loan falling. 











Government consenting to advance or arranging to 
find a portion, say, achalf or two-thirds of the sum required, Persian capitalists would be 
prepared to furnish the balance. ‘The Seyyid gave it as his opinion that no Persians 
would advance money to the Shah escept under substantial guarantees from foreign 
Powers, 











(Signed) G, GRAHAME, 
February 27, 1902, 
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Sin dy Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 24.) 


(No. 34, 
My Lord, Tehran, February 27, 1902, 

1 ADVERTED in conversation with the Mushirsed-Dowleh at his weekly reception 
yesterday to the correspondence which had passed between us on the subject of Mirjawa, 
and illustrated the difficulties surrounding the question by my own experiences in connec: 
tion with the Anglo-German boundary in East Africa, where a village (Yasin), which an 
official but inaccurate map had assigned to us, was, by a careful topographical inquiry on 
the spot, shown to he on the German side of the frontier, 

His Bxeelleney quite agreed that the matter was one to be settled by calm and 
friendly discussion, but said that certain foreign diplomatists were constantly making 
inquiries of him and urging him to take action about it. He eventually admitted that 
he referred to the Russian Legation, which, he said, had reproached the Persian Govern« 
ment with tolerating those eneronchments on our part, whilst it viewed with the utmost 
suspicion any steps faken by Russia on her frontiers, and refused to permit the Russians 
to send Cossacks across it into Azerbaijan, in order to punish Shabsevend banditti for 
raids into Russian territory, need not trouble your Lordship with a detailed account 

















This I regan ay an unfair view of the Atabex, though » natural one to a moaey-loring Mollah, ‘The 
Atab g, 1 believes cares mote for poner than luers=—A. Hl. He 
JA detailed accouut of thie intorview is given by nie elsewhere.—A. Ht, 
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snag seussion, but I have very little doubt, from his Excelleney’s tone and language, 
that the formal protest of the Persian Government, which that of Russia has “deemed 
Xt its duty to support ” was instigated by the Russian Legation here, on the strength of 
Teeeite Wegeived from the Russian Viee-Consul in Seistan, whose intrigues for creating 
{rouble between the Persian authorities and our own in’ the Sarhad ave long bece 
notorious, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No. 194. 
Sir A, Hordinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received March 24,) 


(No. 36.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, March 8, 1902, 

T HAVE the honour to report that the Russian Legation hus addressed ‘a pretest 
to the Persian Government against the irregularities at present existing in the eollestion 

c t nded, in the interests of uniformity and with 
duit to ftir and equal treatment of importers of all nations, that a proper Customs 
Adiinistration should be established without further delay at that port 

M. Navs says hie explained to M. Argrropoulo the special dificulties which, in view 
of the attitude of the Sheikh and Arabs, attended the establishment of a reaulan Coste 
house. at Molammerah, but assured him that. the matter was engaging the can 
attention of the Shah's Government and would, he hoped, shortly be arran 

Iremarked to him that 1 felt convinced from the reports which had reucled me that 
the Grand Vizier was unjust to Sheikh Khazal in regardiug him a the instigator of the 
Arab opposition to the establishment of a Persian Custom-house, which had recently 
found expression in the threat of the Arabs to kill the Karguzar of Bushire. should he 
Tene 8 funding at Mohammerah, and to oppose by foree the advance of His Royal 
Highness the Salar-ed-Dowleh into the Arab districts, Both Colonel Kemball. nd. oun 
Vice-Con rah believed, on the contrary, that the Sheikh was sincere in 
the desire professed by bim to establish a modus vivendi with the Persian authorities and 
{ thought that « basis for such an arrangement might be found in the proposals whieh ho 
had made a year ogo to the late M, Siniais, and which the latter had hot regarded. ea 
fatirely inueceptable, 1 hinted that the Persian Government would be well advised 
to treat this delicate question with caution and in concert with His Majesty's. Lesation, 
fs if any hasty step were to produce an Arab revolt in the Karun, we night bo forced 
fo send a ship to Mohammerah to maintain order and to protect our commercial 
interest 

Tay mention that in the course of a recent conversation with tho Baklitiari Chief 
Haji Ali Kuli Khan, he assured me that the Bakhitiaris would certainly not be induced (as 
M. ‘Naus seeined at one time to think would be quite easy) to attack Sheikh Khveal in 
the interests of the ‘Tehran Governiient, the consolidation of whose power in south 
fRestern Persia at the expense uf that of the local tribes they had, he said, no reusoa 


to promote, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
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No. 195. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 24,) 
(No. 87. Secret.) 


My Lord, ‘Tehran, March 3, 1902, 
TASKED the Grand Vizier to-day what news he could give me of the progress of 





Charles Scott’s telegram No. 16 of the 26th ultimo to your Lordship, but thay Yesterday 
er dashed the hopes, which he had detived from that news, by 

Government continued t 
He still, however, trusted that M, de Witte might 
(2528) SE 
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Tt occurred to me as possible that the Russian Government, if it had decided on 
abandoning, as scemed likely from Sir Charles Scott’s telegram above referred to, the 
demand for the pipe-lines, might substitute one for another politieal Concession, or 
might arrange the loan, as I reported on good authority in my telegram No, 13 of 
yesterday that they were willing to do, in such a way as to dole out portions of it from 
time to time, and thus keep Persia in a state of continued subservience to their 
influence, 

If any such suggestion has been made to the Atabeg-i-Azam he did not admit it to 
me, but repeated that the pipe-lines question remained the only obstacle to an arrange- 
ment, ‘The Persian Government, he added, would forego the loan rather than grant any 
fresh political conditions, 

On my svgzesting that he might be starved into surrender, he replied that Persia 

was not yet reduced to that extremity, and he proceeded to explain to me in the strictest 
confidence that, in addition to the Public Tre ssury of the State, and to the so-called 
“Anderun Fund,” which he estimated at about 200,000, (a much lower figure than that 
given me by M. Naus), the Shah possessed a secret reserve, the amount of which was 
only known to His Imperial Majesty and to the Heir-Apparent, and which could only be 
drawn upon in a case of the utmost necessity. “ Bear in mind,” said his Highness, 
“that what [tell you about this hoard is an absolute secret, and that if you ever quote 
me outside this room, I should deny having said what [ am now about to confide to 
you, 
“There is in a seeret place, known only to the Shah and the Valiahd, a store of 
gold which has accumulated since the foundation of the Kajar dynasty. No one, not 
even T, know how much it contains, or where exactly it is situated, but it fs the custom 
that every Kajar King should take his Heir-Apparent in secret and without witnesses to 
the place where it is hidden, and administer to him an oath of extraordinary solemnity 
that he will sever draw upon it unless the existence of the dynasty is threatened either 
by foreign or domestic war, or unless it is absolutely necessary to do_so for some excep. 
tionally grave reason of State, A similar secret reserve exists, { believe, at Constanti- 
nople, ‘The custom is a Turkish or ‘Tartar one: it was unknown to the Scfavis, our old 
native Persian dynasty, and came in with our present semieDurkish race of Kings, and 
T noticed with interest thav on the return of the Court to Poking (where the reigning 
house is of Manchu-Tartar origin), an apparently similar buried hoard was found. 
according to the newspapers, to have remained untouched and presumably undiscovered 
by the Huropean forces which occupied the Imperial Palace, ‘The Shah could not, 
without breaking the most sacred ouths, touch it for any such purpose as @ journey 
of pleasure or health to Europe, but might do so if it were necessary to save the Stat 
As an instance of the seereey which attaches to everything in connection with this hidden 
treasure, I may mention that the late Shah ouly showed it to the then Valiahd (the 
resent Sovereign) a few years I think ten, before his death,” 

Tasked his Highness what would happen if a Shah were to die before 
this seeret to the Valiahd, He replied that a document giving the necessary indleations 
on the subject existed in a box, the key of which passed to each succeeding Monarch on 
his accession, and which no one but the Shah himself was allowed to open, Whatever 
truth there may be in this story it is, 1 think, sufficiently curious to be worth 
reporting to your Lordship, I may add in connection with it that I believe all the Kajar 
Princes have, on of course a much smallerscale, a soemingly similar private gold reserve, 
and that M, Naus told me that the Naib-cs-Sultanieh preterred rather thau draw on his to 
borrow at us high a rate as 18 per cent. 

T then adverted to Mr. D'Arcy's offer, which T pointed out might prove very 
serviceable as enabling the Persian Government to tide over its immediate difficulties 
‘The Grand Vizier said the Shah would gladly accept it if an Agreement on the subject, 
wnich he promised to draft in consultation with M. Naus, could be so drawn as to avoid 
any expressions of a nature to violate the Russian loan contract. {t would, however, be 
necessary to keep it very secret, as if the Russians got to know that the Persian Govern. 

snent had received any pecuniary assistance from Mr, D'Arcy they would, doubtless, at 
once press for the repayment of the advances, amounting to over 200,000/., which they 
hhad received during the last few months on account, 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


ee 
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No, 196. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 24.) 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord, 


Tehran, March 4, 1902, 

man colleagues have received 
t h to pay official visits to Rome 
en arranged that His Imperial Majesty should arrive at the 
Pend about three days as the Emperor's guest, in time for 
ing review (Fruhjahrs Parade), which, I beliovo, takes place 


i" T HAVE the honour to rey 
instructions from their Gover 
and Berlin, and that it has be 
latter capital, where he will s 
him to witness the great. spri 
towards the end of May. 

‘The Shah’s departure from Tehran is fixed fo 
Resht, thenee along the west coast of the Caspian 

taki ionth to perform the jours oi 
The Grand Vizier has promised. te five me 
the official programm 
times, 


ora fae Highness says the Shah would like to arrive in England about the 10th Jul 
or afew A te, alter competing his cure at Contrexeville, and to stay there betneee 
ight. From England he would eo cect i 

faemie enesy wat England he would go straight’ to Carlsbad or Marionhod 
f would, he adds, in any ease, be desirablo. that His Majesty's j 

oul ou! ¢, be desira is Majesty's journey to. Engl 

shoal bo tiie 0 sia iprable him to bo out of France on the Lath Tuy asthe Shen 

of it oil eclebraipns, HOM and does not wish to bo on French sol on thee 


Tt is, L understand, not ‘intended to appoit iy 
, tand, no ppoint a Regent durin 
but to leave the Sepah Salar (Commander -in-chief) in charge of the military and the 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh of the civil minis 1 ‘zi 
Musht-od Dowleh oft i fudministration,| ‘The Grand Visor says that the artansy 


unsatisfactory, as His Royal Hi 
think your Lordship knows, an e 
than at the capital 








the 7th April, and he is to travel vit 
to Baku, ashe wishes to avoid going by 








© me, within the next few days, a f 
ne of the tour, which is, however, likely to be nied aia 











ued against the Governinent (he is, as L 
Grand Vizier), and will be better at Shirun 








No, 197. 


Sir A: Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne, (Received March 24.) 


(No. 40.) 
My Lord, 

Hee : ’ ‘Tehran, March 4, 1903, 
Persn, AVE te honour to transmit herewith the usual montily suminary of eveats in 


_ L have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


ee 
Tnelosure in No, 197, 


Monthly Summary of Events not alread ed 
y of Events no} hy uae of in Despatches from February 4 to 


Tehran. 
THE Shah having definitely decided to visi 
wee fe ly decided to visit Europe alter the “ Naoraz,” wil 
by the Resht road and overland along the west cot often Caspian.” Le stated thee 


Preparations are being mad ction wit 
bepertions rep In connection with the construction of a road to Astare hee 
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Kashan, 


B faee . oa 
as been a riot at this place in connection with the preaching of a fanatical 

8 panneeh Talveddis, egsinet the Babe, who are humerous and ageresive. A lege 

cron! of Bais took refuge in the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department buildings. 

Strict orders to protect them from. violence, but at the sae time to place restr 

their further meetings and proselytism have been sent by the Central Go : 





Ispalan. 


Amit Kuli Khan, a brother of the Bakhtiari Chief, Isfendiar Khan, died the other 
day in Chebar Mahal. : 
BY aA lcoettar Kslnonthe conten ot Chehar Mata, Luristan, who have Tong 
borne a bad reputation, recently took forcible possession of the village of Shishjun, and 
Tooted it, ‘The students of Shishjun, in Ispahao, complained to the Zil-es-Sultan, and 

hat the Baktiaris assisted the Khajahs. E if 

ara tender chin ieow in Tebras, tn’ complaat will be brought fa Tehran, Te 
is beleved that Yanuf Shan, Infentiar Khan's brother, has gone to take the Tote 
p y e Khajahs, and return it to the villagers. a 
Pentre taunceo questo is Vecoming acute, As previously reported the cz bas een 
‘1 partial failure, and the Agent of the * Société de Tumbac” is trying to fore the hands of 
the holde 
jefi and Shei 








i ‘The ave appealed to the Mullahs. 
Il to him at reduced rates. ‘The holders have appea ul 
Vand Sheikh Nur-Uliah have taken up in, ‘The former has issued 

















rope. 


from the Per of famine are removed. Prices 


Snow and 
remain as before. 


have fallen heavily, and the fea 





Shiraz. 





‘The Kawani-ul-Mulk arrived on the 4th February, and was publicly received by the 
Prince Governor, 
‘The Prince and the Motan 


plainiug of each other to Tehran. 


-us-Sullaneh are not on good terms, and have been com- 





Astrabad. 


is reported thut about 200 Turkoman horsemen raided towards Bujnurd, and were 
Beesrca Ro Me Curie cdn Ge a lead Gone ban pe REE balan MAE 
Hee ee earibe ice and the Persian Cossacks are encamped in the neighbour- 
Net ching of interest has been received from Kerman, 





Labreess 


‘The new Russian Consul-General, M. Pakhitonow, arrived on the 14th February, 


Resht, 


heeta ee fee eG irate 
influential Nokishbendi Dervish, ftom Tulish, has arrived in Tehran, to invo 
the ieee a the Persian Government and of His Majesty's Legation against the 
oppressive rule in that district of Vali Khan, who, alter having teen nearly fogged 
death last summer by the Governor-General of Ghilan, has recove te alleged by a 
icavy bribe to that ofa his former pst asthe chit Taal authonty of als. 
‘Yhe Dervish informs His Majesty's Minister that the eruelties perpetrated by Vali 
Khan are causing a large immigration of natives into Russian territory. 
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Sultanabad, 





nce Hishmat-ed-Dowleh has caused his. son 
‘owing to him by his villagers in Trak by looting se 
Sultanabad, and as these villages are largely engaged in the manufacture of earpets. for 
Ziesler, a British-protected fire, the latter has complained to His Majesty's 

ion. ‘The Hishmat-ed-Dowleh has promised His Majesty's Lesation to pay compen: 
Both he and several other Notables of Trak ha anded the recall of the Asad 
neh, the Shah’s youngest son, who that province, as they complain, in an 
nanner, and have threatened, if their request is disregarded, fo take sanctus y 
Hajesty's Legation or at the Turkish Embassy, 





Gholam Shab, to reeover debts 
eral villages in the neighbourhood of 














oppress 
cither in His 









Bushire, 





His Execilency Salar-i-Muazzem, Governor of Bushire and the Gulf’ ports, arrived 
in the Persian gunboat * Persepolis on the 28rd December. 

‘The Governor has imprisoned Miran Nasrullah, late Deputy Governor of Bundler 
Abbas, he having refused to pay 12,000 krans demanded of hin. 

‘The Governor and Karguzar have quarrelled, and the Pei 
sending a “Mamur" to Bushire to inquire into the rights and -wror 
seems probable that the latter will be instructed to decide ngainst 
obnoxious to the Grand Vizier as a nephew of his enemy, the 
that he m © recalled, 


ra, the newly-appointed 














ian Government are 
igs of the dispute, It 
the Governor, who is 
Nizam-es-Sultonch, and 






















i Foreign Office Agent, 





‘sited Lingah, Bunder Abbas, and Bushire, and 
the Tatter place on the 28th’ December, loft for 
Visits were paid by the local Governors, salutes were fired, and the inhabitants 

invited to Jook over the ship, and every effort was made to impress 


On the 17th January Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball left in the Royal Indian Marine 
steamer “Lawrence,” on tour to the Gulf ports and the Arab coast. 

he merchants of Kishi Island are clamourings agaist the 5 per cent. import and 
8 per cent. export duties levied by sian Customs officers, In consequence of the 
20 per cent. export duty on salé.at Kista, the boats which export, salt to Yaneibue aml 
Museat now load salt at Chahbat. 

Customs Agencies have been established ut Souza, 
Kish Island, 

‘The distrie 
Baharloo robbers, 





































aft, Rika, and 1 





stan, on 








ound Bunder Abbas is: un 





fe owing to depredat 
is at a standstill, 





ns of Arabs and 





Mohammerah, 


The Salar-ed-Dowleh left Khoremabad on the 20th December, and was due at Dizfal 
on the 15th January. 


‘The Sagwands have been git 








ri ‘ther trouble, and the Viee-Governor of Dizful was 
in hiding for several days, but since their last raid they have left the vi y of Dizfil, 
and Messrs, Lynch's cash from that plaee arrived safely, 


His Persian Majesty's ship ‘* Persepolis remains nt Mohammerah till the Custom 
n is settler 









quest 









ived on the 21st January, 

On the 22nd January the steam-ship “Hoscini” being sighted and mistaken for the 
toail, some thirty Arabs, armed with Martini carbines, held the mouth of the Katun, to 
prevent Mohtisham-cl- 








the steam-ship “ Kilwa” called with mails, ‘The * Persepolis,” 
down to the mouth of the Karun, and anchored in the Shatecl- 


oatd the “ Persepolis” to assure them that there 
el-Vazara would not be allowed to land, 
3P 


‘was no danger, but that the Molitashan 
[1528] 





fini 3. ee-quarters of the 

‘The Arabs on the Karun have finished ploughing. About three-quarters ofthe 

‘amount sown last year has been sown. ‘The price of seed grain was 80 krans for wheat 
d 60 krans for barley per maund of 364 Ibs. 

an The rain in the neighbourhood of Nasri has been unusually good. 





Meshed. 






i i encouraged by the ope 
Phere has been a steady influx of English traders, encouraged by the ope! 
NoshidSeistan trade routes Colonel Trench observes that more Indian tea is 
imported than ean be aspose of, anit would, be tore advantageous if more 
were paid to the importation of miscellaneous Enzlish goods. ‘ 
VON ati ae thas been in Persia six months, hus bought up a large quantity of 
vol, which he has exported to Hull by ‘Transeas reer 
Hoare e Olamenteon, and Oniely, after rising the necessary capital in, Baland, 
intend forming a Company to be called the East Persian Trading Company. | Both these 
gentlemen arrived from India, the former with miscellaneous goods and the latter as an 
agent of the Dehra Dun Tea Association. ee 
‘Some European shops are now being opened in Meshed. eo. 
A Gastarghe, Belgian Director of Customs, has been ordered to take over the duties 
‘ef of Posts throughout Khorassa 2 
oo oie oNieed Donets Governor-General of Khorassan, hs alo’ been made Head o 
the Shrine, ‘This gives him authority to deal with debtors or eulprits who take refuge in 
the Shrine, and will greatly inerease his power, ‘ ts 
ve esand house property is rising much in price with the influx of traders and the 
possibility of a Russian railway to Meshed, 
Pose Russian engineer and two Cossacks recently visited the Afs 
via ‘Turbati-Shelkh Jan, aud Gazik, Colonel, Trench, in conection 
{alls attention te theuetion of Russian officers at Turbat-ieHaideri and Ka 
duty and the Russian Viee-Consul at: Asperan, near Daroh, who are 
intelligence along the Afghan border. 
‘The post from Meshed to Seistan was robbed recently. ' 
Captain Smythe has arrived at Meshed from India, travelling along the ¢ 
border: 













































quarantine 
ictive in collecting, 














Persian 





Seistan, 





i v e Hashmat-ul-Mull, and the 

A serious quarrel has taken place between th Hashmat: 
Mullahs of Sektan, ono of whom was beaten by the Amie’s orders. The Head Mullah 
held seerct meetings and dispatched envoys to stir up feeling against the Amir among the 
villages of Seistan, and the Amir has confiscated the Head Muliah’s property. 

"Phere were about 500 camel loads of tea in the Customs at Seistan, brought from 
India by British merchants at the end of December. 

‘Pea is at present a drug in the Khorassan market raw. 

‘The quarantine doctor states that he has reccived w letier from the Sadr Azam 
instructing him to enforee quarantine strictly in Sestan, His Tihness, on Vetug 
romonstrated with on this subject by His Majesty's Minister, has written letter which 
the latter is sending to Major Benn, denying ‘that any such order was ever given 
by hin. Tealt a on i 
My eitke Akhondzada of Chikansur hs announced his intention to. the British Viee- 
Consul of sending him a deputation to represent the encroachments made by Persians on 
Afghan territory, and it is reported that a Persian Arbitrator has een appointed from 

chrun to inquire into the same question. . A 

‘ehmore haa been serous citurbance between Scistans aud Afghan camel dives in 
the Customs caravanserai. : 7 x 

M. Miller, the Russian Vice-Consul, arrived on the Ist January. It is stated that he 
is about to establish a line of postal sowars from Seistan to Sarakhs vid Karez, Asperan, 

Khat. : es 
aoe aasnn ofier, by name “ M, Milos” has arrived at Neb, and is travelling vib the 
Palang Kuh to the Sarhad, 
























Central Asia. 


Colonel ‘Trench has ascertained that the collection of railway material at Askubad, 
previously reported on, was intended for the increase of sidings at the various railway 





203 


stations along the Transcaspian line, and that these have been already completed. Where 
formerly four sidings existed there are now fourteen. 


‘The Afghans who visited St. Petersburgh have returned, and, after staying one day 
with the Governor of Askabad, left for Bokhara. 


Four heavy guns and twelve field guns are reported to have arrived at the Kushk 
post. 


Herat. 





There are further reports of Sardar Ishak Khan being in communication with the 
authorities in Afehan Turkestan. Mir Mahomed Omar Khan has retuened to Herat after 
travelling throngh Northern Afghanistan on a mission from the Ameer to concifiate 
refugees. He states that he sent several men to Bokhara to induce Ishak Khan's followers 
to petition the Ameer for pardon. 











(Signed) HL. D. NAPIER, Major, 


Military Attaché, 
Tehran, March 4, 1902. 





No. 198, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 21.) 


(No.2. Commercial, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Tehran, March 4, 1902. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram No. 1, 
Commercial, of the 26th ultimo, a copy of the Perso-Lussian ‘Tariff, as agreed upon 
by the Grand Vizier and M. Goluboif, and taken home by the ast Dooomber. 
together with a Memorandum by Mr, Maclean on its probable effect, should it hecome 
operative, upon British ith Persia, 

Your Lordship is already aware, from the reports T have sent home during the 
course of the commer gotiations between M, Golubof and the Persian Gove 
ment, of the main features of the proposed now Tariff, but in view of the desire 
expressed by the Government of India to be in possession of its actual text, and of the 
reluctance of the Persian Government to communicate the latter before its final 
aceeptance by the Russian Minister of Finaee, I thought it desirable to obtain it, if 

ossible, at the cost of drawing on my secret service funds, even with the risk of ‘its 

being made public here simultancously with, or perhaps before, its recoption by His 
Majesty's Government. Should the loan negotiations now pending be comploted, as 
new Commercial Convention will most 

Dut no absolute certainty can as yet be felt on 










































seems probable, within the next few days, the 
like 





y he concluded soon 
x of these points, 
‘The person through whom I procured the Tariff assures me most positively that 
‘an additional seeret Article exists, which is in the Grand Vizier's personal possession, 
and therefore not easily obtainable, providing that: it shall only come into forco on the 
adhesion to it of the Sublime Porto, Ho adds that tivo special messengers have bean 
sent within the last three weeks to Constantinople, the first with a copy of tho Tariff 
and the second with urgent instructions to the Arfa-ed-Dowleh to press, in eonjunction 
with M. Zinovieff, for that adhesion, As T had the honour to inform you Lordship in 
telegram above referred to, I think this is not unlikely, in view’ of the peculiar 
commercial r6qi sting between Persia and ‘Turkey. 

‘This régime rests on Article TI, section 4, of the first ‘Dreaty of Erzcroum. 
(28th July, 1823), the last part of which runs as follows :— 

* Persian merehants andl subjects shall pay the same rate of Customs as those of 
the Ottoman Government. ‘The duties are only to be exacted once, and they shall bo at 
2 computation of 4 piastres to 100 on the value of the merchandize : teskerés shall be 

en, and whilst the goods remain in the possession of the first props 
not disposed of to other persons, no further duties are to he demanded.” 

‘The words underlined* have been eonstrued by the Persian Government as giving 
them a right fo impose whatever duty they chose, over and above the 4 por cont. paid 
by the importer, on the disposal by him of Turkish goods introduced into Persia, and in 
pursuance of this view about seven years ago (I cannot recollect the exact date) they 
charged a duty of 6 per cent. ad ralarem (4 por cent. ‘Treaty import charge and 2 per 





ifterwards 
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Tnelosure 1 in Ni 





. 198, 





nd an export duty of 12 per cent. 
ane ner Russo-Persian Customs Tarif 
ult being that 


cent. on sale in Persia) on all ‘Turkish imports, 
fad valorem, there being no provision in the ‘Treaty as to expo 
‘Persia into Turkey. ‘The Porte, instead of contesting this int 














Drorrs EN Perse sur Exporrario: 























































‘of Erzeroum, contented itself with retaliating with similar duties, the 
at present Persia charges 6 per cent. on Turkish imports and 12. per cent. ov 
exports to Tukey, the Turks doing the same on their side of the frontie 5 
agreements, with which I need not trouble your Lordship, have been made on. Deipalon dee aiasetiice 
tobacco and one or two other articles, but this fs the gener: ngement. : Drits. 
Tt is obviously to the interest of Persia if she is mak 

Tariff to get Turkey to agree to i nd Vizier told me last dul 1 | Abimaux vivante— Torun Kee Bias, 
wo discussed. tlie proposed new Convention with Russia, that it would 1 we te 
de supplemented by an identical Agreement with the Porte, would Be Sk ” 1 0 0 
he open to Persia to argue that she could practically raise her i ane oe © poate ei 
import duty on Turkish goods as much as sh ‘ging what additional 5. Race bovine (bavis, vachoy ke) fT ta eee 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 198, 


(Prepared from information hastily collected and not verified.) 
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No, 199. 





‘colt to the Marquess of Limsitowne,—(Received March 24.) 


are) St. Petersburgh, March 14, 1902, 


‘i ‘ip’ No, 2! e 7th insta I thou 
ON receipt of your Lordship's telegram No, 28 of the 7th instant, st i 
PORATION Hl ¢ Count Lamsdorit at once in possession of the view taken by aie 
Majesty's Government of his Momorandum of the 27th Pebruary,avhich purported to 
yoply 0 the questions which Thad heen instructed to put to him in regard to ve 
opposition said to have been offered by the Ricetand eean to the ae nee by 
Porsin of the money advance offered by the Indian Government. i : 
' ENA ‘ship will have learnt from my despatch No. 76 of the Gth instant that 
Thad already in conversation with Count Lamsdorff winned him that the Memora 
1 vas not Til to he regarded. by His Majesty’s Government as 
tions which Thad put to him, i i 
oceasion inclined to. disela sibility. for 
rwarded fo me in the sam in 
this Momo (he Had simply forwarded fo me in the same in 
whieh he had received it trom AM. de Witte, the question being one in the exclusive: 
province of the M f Pinance, 1 thought it better to embody for “ 
ty ML, de Witte min a Memorandum, py 
of whet inelase, and wal saint Count Lam ‘Tu 
Tdi so in the spirit with which Ifis Majesty's Governme 
Ut eacking t frank exchange of views with the Russian Goverment o 
in which they were equally: interested, 
s I Minister 1 learn that ME de W 
*s permission tow 
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‘Nhe Persian Minister be r 
nent, officially informed M. de Witte in reply th 
posibly be stunted, ‘The Mushir-el-Mhulk also, expresset to me his that 
tuiless M. de Witte gives up this condition the loan negotiations will be dropped, and 
ho presumes that in that ease the new Tariff Conve n will not be concludes f 

1 asked him whether M, de Witte had a rucd with him to the effect that the 
security p J for the 1900 Loan to the Russian Bank wits not stffic 
in a further advance, Me ropliad that there tid bes 
Of pledging further revenues for the new loan, bat M. de Witte 
ie mid ti f le for him to treat the q) 
al that it was one exclusively concerning 
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My Persian colleague added that he had repeatedly endeavoured, though without 
success, to convince Count Lamsdorff that the question had also an important diplo- 
matic side which required to be treated with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOTT, 





Inclosure in No, 199, 
Memorandum, 


HIS Majesty's Embassy did not fail to communicate to the Marquess of 
Lansdowne the Memorandum transmitted by Count Lamsdorif on tho 14th (27th) 
February, purporting to reply to the questions which, under instructions, His Majesty's 
Ambassidor put to his Excellency in his Memorandum of the th (19th) February 
f Persia, 
ttracting considerable attention in England, it is only reason- 
Government shold have expected a more definite answer to 
these questions than is supplied in Conut Lamsdorff's Memorandum, 

His Majesty's Government understand that the Loan Contract. of 1900 between 
the Russian Bank and the Persian Government states that. until that loan is repaid, 
the Persian Government shall not issue any foreign loan without previous agrees 
ment with the Russian Government. 

‘The Grand Vizier, in his note of the th December to His Majesty’s Minister at: 
Mehran, states that owing to this stipulation, and to the Russian Government haying 
refused, when approached, to give their consent, the Persian Government is unable, to 
their regret, to accept the offer of an advance from the Indian Government’ of 
500,000, on the security of the customs revenues of the southern ports. 

Tt was under these circumstances that His Majesty’s Government inquired 
whether it was correct that the Russian Government hid thus refused their consent, 
and, if s0, on what ground, 

If it is to be understood from Count Lamsdorff’s Memorandum that this consent 
has been refused on the ground of a representation from the Banque des Préts to the 
effect that the security acquired for the Loan of 1900 is insullicient, His Majesty's 
Government must inquire whether this statement ean be reconeiled with the fact that 
the Bank is at present negotiating, with the consent of the Russian 
a further considerable loan to the Persian Government, 

‘The attention of His Majesty's Government has been quite recently called by the 
Russian Government to a renewed agreement between the two Governments to 
respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and the Russian Government has 
admitted that this includes the freedom of action of Persia in regard to financial 
matters, 

It seems therefore scarcely compatible with their own construction of this agreo- 
ment that the Russian Government should place any limitations on that freedom of 
action which are not founded on sound financial reasons, and His Majesty's 
Ambassador has been instructed to place the views of His Majesty's Goverament 
frankly before Count Lamsdorft and to invite a cloarcr explanation of his last 
Memorandum. 


St. Petersburgh, February 2 (March 10), 1902, 































yernment, for 











———$—$—<$<—$—————— 
No, 200, 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 24.) 


LAMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments au Marquis de 
Lansdowne, eta Vhonneur «informer sn Seigueurio quo d'aprds un réeent télégramme 
du Vali du Yémen, un détachement de soldats Anglais sest rendu dans les 
@Ehvali, Mihrabich, Earéki, territoires qui dépendent du district de Cataba, 

Le Vali ajoute dans le dit télégramme que le détachement susmentionné inter= 
vient dans les affaires des localités précitées, et s'y livre ’ des agissements de nature 
& provoquer We grande effervescence parmi les habitants, 

[1528 
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Les Commis 
leurs collegues Britanniques que 











res Tmpériaux Ottomans wont pas mangué de feito observer & 
contrées dépendaient directement du Vilayet du 
Yémen, ce que le Cheik de Dali avait recon Iui-méme dans un écrit qu'il avait 
adressé aux autorités d’Aden, et qui avait été communiqué en son temps & la Sublime 
Porte par VAmbassade Britannique & Constantinople; mais le Vali déclare que 
eoux-ci ne yeulent point prendre en considération ces observations, qui sont par leur 
nature méme irréfutables, et qu’ils continuent & persister dans lour attitude intran- 
sigeante. 
Cet état de choses n 































exist: 
attire 
transmetty 
y mettre fin, 





Ambassade Imperiate de Turquie, 
Londres, le 22 Mars, 1902. 








No, 201. 





Mushir 





d-Dowleh to Mirza Mahomed Ali Kkan.—(Communicated by Persian Legation, 
March 24, 1902.) 
(anstation,) 
(Molesraphie,) 
A IEW days ago news 
crossed the boundary-line w 


rived from the frontier that Captain Webb Ware having 
ha number of troops, and haying come to the outskirts of 
Mir Jawar, on Persian soil, had pitched there nearly eighty tents, and had asked the 
Pers -house officials who were there to quit the place, and threatened to turn 
then: out by firing upon them should they fail to depart. ‘These facts have been communi« 
cated tothe British Legation both verbally and by means of an official note, and protest 
having been laid, punishment and withdrawal of the troops bas been demanded. ‘ 

According to the Proto here is no question about Mir 
Jawar belonging to Persing for the right bank of the River Talab is Persian soil, and 
Mir Jawar, which hank, is Persian territory and belongs to Persia, Copies of 
wo maps whieh prove this fact have been sent to the Legation, Will your Exeelleney 
also intimate to the British Foreign Office the action of Captain Webb Ware and his 
followers, their eneampinent in Mir Jawar, in Persian territory, and their threatening 
the Custom-house officials ; ask their withdrawal and punishment, and inform me of the 
result, 













































0, 202, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha, 


Your Bxeellency, Foreign Office, March 24, 1902. 

I HAD the honour to receive your note of the 26th ultimo in regard to the pro- 
ecedings of the Joint Commission for the delimitation of the frontiers of the tribes in the 
neighbourhood of Aden, and IJost no time in communicating with the Secretary of State 
for India on the subjec 

Tiord George Hamilton has now forwarded 10 me a Report from the British Com. 
missioner explaining the reasons whieh have led to an interruption of the Conferences 
of the Commission, and I gather from this Report that there has been a disagreement 
between the Representatives of the two Governments as to the scope of the duties 
intrusted to them. 

Tt appears that at the commencement of their discussions the Turkish Commis: 
sioners based their claim to certain territories which haye been, and now are, in the 
‘occupation of one of the Chiefs of the nine cantons, on Imperial Firmans granted by the 
Porte as the sovereign Power in all Southern Arabia prior to the British occupation of 
Aden, 

tu the opinion of His Majesty's Government it is not any part of the business of the 
Commission to investigate claims based on evidence of this nature. His Majesty's 
Government do not admit that the authority of the Porte extended de facto over the 
regions in question at the time when these Firmans were issued, and if the diseussion were 
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pursued on this basis it would be equally open to them to cite documents issued by the 
Imams of Sana, confirming to the Chief of the Amiri the possession of certain territories 
whieh are not now in his occupation and which His Majesty's Government have no 
desire to include in the scope of the present negotiations, 

It is desirable to explain clearly what, in the view of His Majesty’s Government, 
was the position preceding the appointment of the Commission aud what were the 
cireumstanees which led to its appointment and the objects for which it was 
constituted. e 

In the first place, as the Turkish Government lias been repeatedly informed, His 
Majesty's Government have, and exercise, a Protectorate over nine tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aden, and in respect of these tribes they have never contemplated, and 
would not now assent to, any inquiry as to the origin and basis of their Protectorate. 

Secondly, the extemal frontier of these tribes, where it touches the ‘Turkish 
dominions or spheres of control, has not been delimited to the mutual satisfaction of both. 
Governments, A part of this frontier has, however, been carefully surveyed and traced by 
Captain Wahab in 1891-92, and the line was shown in a map annexed to the Report of 
his survey. ‘This map has been referred to in the course of discussions which have 
already arisen between the two Governments, ‘The line laid down in it has always been 
respected by the British authorities in the absence of any other line jointly accepted by 
the two parties, and itis not unreasonable that His Majesty's Government should hold 
to it themselves and expect their neighbours, in their turn, to respect it pending an 
agreement on the subject, ‘The line is, however, not complete, It docs not extend 
along the whole of the confines of the Protectorate, and where it fails to settle disputes 
Tis Majesty’s Government have been obliged to ascertain the status quo and to regulate 
their action by the light of any inquiries that may have been found to be necessary in 
cach case of dispute as it arose, 

‘Thirdly, it is the case that encroachments and aggressions on the territories of the 
nine cantons have oceurred in the past, either owing to ignorance of the line traced by 
Captain Wahab or, where no line has been marked, owing to want of knowledge of the 
facts. 

His Majesty’s Government have no desire to increase the arca of their Protocto- 
rate, but at the same time they are unable to permit their existing Protectorate to be 
violated. ‘They assumed that the ‘Turkish Government were equally anxious to main 
tain their own rights and to respect the rights of others, and in these circumstances they 
considered it natural that both Governments should desire to arrive at a clear under 
standing as to the line which they should both respect, 

‘The proposal made by the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs in his communica 
n of the 25th October, 1901, for the appointinent of a Joint Commission to demarcate 
the frontier between the nine protected tribes and the Vilayet of Yemen was therefore 
readily accepted in principle by His Majesty's Government, as I informed your Excel 
Taney verbally onl te SINWOctotor, andl « dinilar ‘comiejunionlion wan tle’ (3) Hb 
,jesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, 

Such being the origin and object of the appointment of the Joint Commission, I 
have the honour to inform your Excellency that, in the opinion of His Majesty's Govern 
ment, the task committed to the Delegates ix to begin by accepting as it stands the 
present boundary of the British Protectorate according to the map traced in 1891-02, 
by Captain Wahiab, wherever that map is available, and elsewhere according to recog. 
nized practice or other proof of the existing boundaries of the nine cantons, When this 
line has been visited by the Delegates of both Governments it will be open to them to 
gree to any modifications which seem convenient, and, if they are divided in opinion, the 
existing boundary would remain unaltered until’ the two Governments agree upon a 
modification, In any case no small advantage would be gained by the information 
which both Governnents would acquire as to the status quo. 

‘Phe principal object of His Majesty's Government is to arrive at a clear unders 
standing as to the exact course of the boundary as at present recognized by them whieh 
constitutes this status quo, and they do not doubt that the Turkish Government 
equally desirous to prevent misunderstandings by a common agreement as to the 
existing limits of the British Protectorate, If, in addition to the attainment. of this 
object, the Delegates could agree unavimously to an improved alignment, an additional 
gain would be secured, 

U have the honour to request that your Excellency will be good enough to explain 
these views to the Turkish Government; and it would be a source of much satisfaction 
to His Majesty’s Government to learn that the Turkish Government concur in them, and 
that they will instruct their Commissioners accordingly. 
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I must add, however, that if the Commissioners should be unable to submit unani. 





mous recommendations for the improvement of the frontier, His Majesty’s Government 
will have no option but to continue to maintain the statue quo on the frontier of their 
Protectorate. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 203, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 56,) 
(elegraphic.) P, 

WI'DIT reference to the te 
repented to you, Lam sending 
Parkish Ambassador, in which 
British members of the Commi 

Tam also sending 





Foreign Office, March 24, 1902. 
nt at Aden of the 20th instant, just 
uly post opies of notes addressed to mo by tho 

Excellency complains of the proceedings of the 

n for the Aden frontier delimitation, 
you copies of my replies, in which I have explained the view of 
‘ ent as to the proper scope of the Commission, and have called 
attention fo the complaints made by our Commissioners in regard to the attitude 
assumed by the ‘Turkish suthori 
His Maj 
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y's Government sincere! 











disputes in the future ; but unless we have the 
for this object, the Commission ean only give rise to 
we canal admit to en any war justified by 
could. put. forward lnims based 
therefore trast that trnet 
their inquiry to a definition of the actual status quo on the 
Granville’s note of 10th January, 1883, 
In the event of the present state of th 
to withdraw from the Commission, and. to 















ing to 











our view, Tn that case we shall be obliged to take such steps as we may eonsider 
requisite to protect it against aggression, 
No, 204, 
Foreign Office tu India Office. 
Sir 


Foreign Office, March 24, 1902. 
I LAID bots quess of Lansdowne your fetter of the 14th’ instant, 
relative to the vedings of M. Goguyer at Muscat 

Tam directed by his Lordship to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Scoretiry of State for India, a copy of a despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris,* 
recording a conversation which Lont Lansdowne had with the French Ambassador 
on the 19th instant in regard to the affairs of Muscat, and in the course of which 
reference was made to M. Goguyer. 

rom what is stated in tho letor from the British Agent at Museat of the 
31st January last, it appears probable that M. Goguyer’s departure would be yiewed. 
with satisfaction by the Fronch Consul; and Lord Eagaowng secs no objection to the 
Sultan being advised to call upon him to leave his territory. 

His Lordship would suggest that Captain Cox shonld be authorized to endeavour 
to arrive unofficially at an understanding with M. Laronce with a view to their both 
giving advice in this sense to His Highness, or, at least, that Captain Cox should 
‘endeavour to assure himself that M. Laronce will not oppose the Sultan's decision, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON, 

















































No. 205. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received March 26.) 


125.) 
My Loni, Constantinople, March 19, 1902, 
WITH reference to your telegrams Nos. 48 and 49 both of the 15th instant, 
I have the honour to state that, on inquiring at the Turkish Ministry of War concerning 
the alleged intention of this Government to add to the numbers of the Ottoman Delegates 
on the Aden Frontier Delimitation Commission, Twas informed that it had been from 
the first desired to add to the Delegates sent from Constantinople several officers of 
the 7th Army Corps who would bespecially fitted by their local knowledge for the business 
in hand. 
‘The officers now proposed by the Commander of the 7th Army Corps were :— 


Colonel Ismail Hakki, 
Kolagasu Halil Effendi, 
Kolagasu Zekeria Effendi, 
Captain Zia Effendi ; 








And their appointments to the Commission had been approved by Imperial [rad 

Mr. Block, by my direction, urged strongly on the Minister of War the necessity of 
finishing the delimitation promptly, and the inexpediency of delaying matters by swelling 
the numbers of the Delegates. 

‘The Minister asked for time to speak to the Grand Vizier, and promised to let me 
know the result as soon as possible, 

T have also pointed out to the Foreign Minister the hopeless delay which must 
ensue if the Turkish members embark upon historical and political considerations in 
bringing forward their case, instead of dealing with it simply, as we had always 
intended to do, by drawing a line in accordance with the de fucto limits at the present 
time of the respective spheres of influence of the two parties 

The Minister for Foreign Affa concurrence in the view that 
it was not desirable to enlarge the scope of the labours of the Commission, and. that 
their work should be confined, as far as possible, to the delimitation of a practical and 
mutually advantageous frontie 

As soon as I receive the reply of the Minister of War, I will lose no time in reporting 
further to your Lordship, 


























Thave, &e, 


(Signed) N, R, O'CONOR, 








No. 206, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received March 25.) 
(Confidential, 
ir, Admiralty, March 21, 1902, 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter, dated the 
Lith February, from the Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station, together with 
copy of its inclosure, containing a report on the Islands of Kishm and Hormuz in the 
Persian Gulf, 

2. A similar letter has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &e, 

(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR, 









Tnolosure 1 in No, 206, 


Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 





Sir, “Highflyer,” at Bombay, February 14, 190! 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter, dated. the Sth "Apri, 1000, Confident 

T have oe pee to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
528) BL 














ernment of India on the 


o nial y of a letter T have addressed to the G 
Hier ie galieal ud lintel ra ishm and Hormuz in the 


subject of the political and strategical value of the Islands of 
sian Gulf, 








Thave, &. : 
(Signed) DAY H. BOSANQUET, Rear-Admiral, 


Comimunder-in-chief. 








Inclosure 2 in No, 206, 


Rear- Admiral Bosanquet to Government of Indie 





(Confidential,) 
Sir, * Highflyer,” at Bombay, February 1 4, 1902, 

WII reference to previous correspondence, in which I forwarded, for the informa 
tion of the Government of India, certain information regarding various ports and harbours 
1 the Persian Gulf, [have the honour to request that the following additional remarks as 
to the political and strategical value of the Islands of Kishm and Hormuz may be laid 
Iicfore his Bxeelloney the Governor-General in Council. a . 

Kishm is, in. my opinion, the most important stratewical position in the Persian 
Gulf from anaval point of view, and its possession would be very advantageous to us as a 
port for our mercantile marine and a coaling-station for our ships of war. 

4, The anchorage in Clarence Strait and off the town of Kishmat the east end of the 
without being a regular harbour, is hetter protected than any other anchorage in 
f, except Koweit and Basidu, and is suitable for the mooring of large ships. ‘The 
ronidstend in Clarence Strait to the north between Kishm and Bandar Abbas was the 
rendezvous for the flect and transports in the expedition of 18: 

4. ‘The anchorage for vessels of moderate draught is in 4 or 5 fathoms about three~ 
quarters of a mile north of the Portuguese fort ; larger vessels must anchor in 6 fathoms 
about |} miles offthe shore, ‘The anchorage is well sheltered in a shamal, and there is no 
avy sea in. nashi, 

he town of Kishm contains about 4,000 inhabitants, and the population of the 
whole island in 1891 was estimated to be about 12,000, "The Chief of the town of Kishm 
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mplete answer toany 
portion of the 


practice 





In the letter from Commander Phillipps, of His Majesty’s ship “Sphinx,” 
dated the 6th June, 1900, and forwarded by me on the 25th July, 1900, it was stated 
that the harbour of Basidu was available only for vessels drawing 16 feet of water. 
‘There is, however, another channel through which, it is now believed, vessels of 
much deoper draught may be navigated without difienlty, and the anchorage of 
Basidu would then be, when properly surveyed and buoyed, suitable for the accom- 
moilation of Iarge vessels, The entranes could be defended by forts built on the 
Tanil side, 

7, Rasidu would make a good coaling-station, although somewhat inconveniently 
situated from the entrance of the Gulf for purposes of control and observation. 

£, ‘Pho submarine cable between Faskh and Bushire to the southward of the 
Island of Kishm, and a braneh to Basidu would by the Political 
Resident, Naval Conmander-in-chief, and Senior Naval Officer in carrying out naval 
duties in the Gulf, 

9, Kishm, being an island, can he completely defended by the navy alone, 

10. In considering tl vantages of the respective anchorages off Kishm 
and Hornit, 1 prefer the former, e more sife and convenient, and 
Detter situated, from a naval strates ommanding both Bandar 
Abbas and tie entrance to the Persian ertheless, T should point out 
that the occupation, of eithier of these istands sn Power would be disastrous to 
















































British power and prestige in the Gulf, whereas the oceupation of Bandar Abbas itself, 
Which, in the distant future, it may be less ensy to prevent, would not, from a naval point 








of view, in its immediate consequences, be nearly so disturbing, 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) DAY H. BOSANQUET, Rear-Admiral, 
Commander-inzchief. 
No. 207. 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 25.) 





(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, March 22, 1902. 

I HAVE laid bofore my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your Confidential 
letter of the 17th instant, relative to the use of the French flag by Suri dhows and 
their alleged participation in the Slave Trade, : 

Tam commanded by their Lordships to acquaint 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that a copy of ‘your letter, with its inclosures, 
has been sent to the Commander-in-chiet, East Indies, and he has been directed to 
send copies of the despatch, confidentially, to the Commanding Officers of the 
ships employed off the coast of Muscat for their observations on the communication 
made by M. Cambon, 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 








‘ou, for the information of the 
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No, 208, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 26.) 





der-Seeretary of State for Tndi 





presents his compliments to the Under- 
te for Fi Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 

roy, dated the 23rd March, relating ‘to the alleged occupation of 





















India Office, March 24, 1902, 





Tnelosure in No. 208, 
Government of India to Lori G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphie.) March 28, 1909, 

YOUR telegram of 21st March: Mirjawa, 

We had already suggested to Yate, on 8rd March, that post at Padaha should. be 
quietly withdrawn ‘to left bank, when it would be within our limit. I will see that 
this is carried out, if not done already. I did not contemplate any protest. against 

tussian Consul's use of flag over his own camp, T understood Bonn to mean that 
Miller left the Russian flag flying over’ Persian Customs post-as a sort of challenge 
inst encroachment on Persian territory. 
Webb Ware has been indisereet, and has been told so; but he is too valuable an 
officer to be moved for one error of judgment, and he can be trusted to carry out 
orders to exercise more discretion that le has now received. 









































No, 209. 





Question asked in the House of Commons, March 25, 1902. 





Mr. Gibson Bowles —To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether 

His Majesty’s Government are aware of any Agreement between the Russian and 
Persian Governments to prevent for acertain number of years the construction of 
railways in Porsin by other than by Russian subjects; if'so, do they know what is 
the period stipulated, and whether the prohibition extends to Persian subjects; 
and whether any correspondence on the subject can be presented to Parlia- 
ment, 

















Answer, 





‘hore is veason to believe that an Agreement has been in existence for some years 
Russian and Persian Government, under which the latter undertook 
ays in Persia, whether by foreigners 

I believe, in other 

























ent, and have incurred 





ment were not parties to the As 

ion with it. 

‘hoy have, however, taken. steps to secure that whenever railway construction is 
i ia adequate opening shall be afforded to British capital and 












enterp) 
‘Motu is no correspondence that ean be presented. 





No, 210. 


Question asked in the House of Commons, March 25, 1902. 








under Russian supervision, from the C: 
frontier to some point on the Persian Gulf : 

Whither Russia is to have the right to construct a 1 
on the Porsian Gulf; whether Russia has subsidized any’ Steam Company to 
trade between Russian ports and ports on the Persian Gulf; and whether papers 
will be laid before Parliament dealing with these questions, and showing the steps 
taken by the British and Indian Governments to preserve the status quo in the 
Persian’ Gulf in face of eomp from the new German Railway to Bussorah, 
‘and from Russian entorprizes in Persia. 

















itary or commercial port 


















Answer. 


















We aun tand that the Ri n Government are giving assistance to certain 
steamers trading hetween Russia and the Gulf, ‘The answer to all the other questions 
of the Honourable gentleman are, to the best of our information, in the negative. We 
have no present intention of laying papers. 














No. 211, 


Question asked in the House of Commons, March 25, 1902, 









Mr. Gibson Bowles, —To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether 
His Majesty’s Government are aware that the Russian Government are nego- 
tating, or have eoueluded, an Agreement to make or guarante a lon to Persia 
‘of 1,250,000/, : 




















No, 211%. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. ss 
(No. 24) 
(felezraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Mareh 25, 1902. 
STEPS are being taken to arrange for the formation of a Company for the 


acquisition and working of the road Concession which is held by the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, with x capital of 100,000/. 
subsidy from His Majesty's Government: is asked for by the Company. ‘This 
ow under consideration. ‘They also desire that you should obtain from 
wvernment the following concessions : 
wn extension fora further period of 
ally fixed for the completion of the roads 
2, That the terms of the Concession would be considered as complied with by 
construction of caravan roads as an alternative to cart road 
‘The Company would expect the following Inter on :— 
That they may levy tolls for the general uso of the road, and not only on 










ten yeurs be added to the term 




















bridges. 
’, That they shall have the right of connectin 
with Kermanshah and Hamadan. 
5. That to assist in providing 6 pe 
ment should grant a proportion of 
6. That the right of constracting a railw 
given to the Company. 
7,, That frequent ombargos on the export of rain should cease, 
TS thery, in your opinion, « fair prospect of these advantages being obtained # 


the Sultanabad—Dizfula Road 











nt, on capital expended, the Persian Govern- 
reased export dut 
‘roi ‘Tolan to thesouth be eventually 
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No. 21*, 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—( Received March 25.) 


(No. 39.) 
(elegraphie.) P. Constantinople, March 24, 1902. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No, 49 of the 15th instant respecting the Aden frontier 
delimitation, 

Neither the Grand Vizier nor the Minister for For 
drawal of the additional officers who have been attached 
their local knowledge and skill as draughtsmen, and I thin 
the considerable pressure which would be required to obtain it. 

Tewfik Pasha says that our Commissioners are putting forward a claim on insufficient 
grounds that the territory extending from Cartebe to Siltul Hartebe is a part of Dthali; he 
states also that a party of British soldiers have entered a village called Bila de Sharof 
and fired on the inhabitants, and that there is a dispute as to the title under which the 
Joint Commission is to be designated. Costaki Pasha has been instructed to request 
explanations, and the Minister begs me to report to your Lordship, 

His Ixcellency suggests that the Commission might be called the “ Commission for 
the Delimitation of the Frontier between the Nine Cantons and the Yemen,” so as to avoid 
describing the cantons as dependencies of Great Britain. 

So long as we get the substance, this point scems hardly worth quarrelling over, 
and | think the Porte is anxious to reach a friendly settlement without delay. 

J pressed Tewfik Pasha to have the ‘Turkish Commissioners instructed to observe a 
ory attitude, and not to raise vexatious questions, but to remember that the main 
object is to prevent future causes of conflict by determining a practical frontier, 

‘To this view his Excellency assented, and promised that the instructions I suggested 
should be represented in the proper quarter to-day. 





Affairs will ask for the with 
mperial Tradé on account of 
it would be undesirable to use 




















































Whether, among the conditions of that loan, it is stipulated that Russia shall 
have the right to make a road or railway from Tabreez to Tehran, and that a 
portion of the proceeds of the loan shall be expended by Persia in constructing 
forts that will dominate the new commercial road from British India to Northern 
Persia by Quetta and Seistan : 

And, whether he will lay upon the table any papers relating to the subject. 





Answer. 
We understand that negotiations are in progress for a loan from the Russian 
Banque des Préts at Tchran to the Persian Government. We are not acquainted with 
the details; but_a Concession for a road (not a railway) from ‘Tabreez to Tehran is 
said to be one of the conditions. 
‘We have no reason to believe in the exis 
Honourable gentleman mentions 
We have no papers which we can lay before the House on the subject. 











nce of the other condition which the 








No, 212. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 


No. 26.) 
elographic.) PB. Foreign Office, March 25, 1903. 
T HAVE just repeated to you a telegram to the Viceroy of India of the 21st March 








regarding Mirjawa, 
Pl make inquiries regarding the unfriendly action of the Persian Customs 

authorities, and, if the complaints are well founded, make representations to the 

Persian Government. 

am sending instructions to Sir C. Scott in the sense stated in Lord George 

Hamilton's telegram to the Viceroy, 
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No. 213, 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 26.) 


Anlassade Inpériale de Turquie, Londres, 
Murs, 1902, 

mon Gonyernement 

é ial Ie Lieutenant 
fendi, Adjudant-Major 

Gié également chargés ‘de 

is, 4 la délimitation de la frontidre de 

y en. 

igueuric de youloir bien en aviser les Commissaires Britan- 












une commun 
Phonneur informer vote 
Colonel Ha 


» jo viens de recevoir de 


















émareation du cbté des collines de Ch 
Je prie done votre §: i 
niques pour fins vequises. 





Tai, &e. 
(Signé) ANTHOPOULO. 





No. 214. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 26.) 


THE Under-Secreta for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the 27th February last, relating 
to French interest in Gwadur. 


India Office, March 25, 1902. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 214. 


Captain Cor to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Museat, February 18, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for information, copy of a letter dated the 
Sth February, addressed by me to the Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P, %, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat. 


















Inclosure 2 in No, 214, 


Captain Cox to Liewtenant-Colonel Kenball. 










Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to report the follor 
2, ‘Che Sultan informed me a few days 
flag-ship, tht during the reception of himself and his suite hy reneh Commodore + 
and stall the subject of Gwadur was prominently introduce: to an extent which struck 
him as curious, "His Highness continued that ‘the Commodore (with whom was the 
Ksonch Consul) seemed anxious fo know all abont news from 
there, and asked me if 1 thought. there was T replied 
that the only thing I could think of to account for the subject of Gwadur being 
specially introduced’ was that M, Laronce might have jumped to the conclusion 
thut Colonel Yate's recent private visit to me, i wiction with the fact. that 
military operations had lately been going on iad some political 
iignifidance, his is in fact my opinion, but in e hing further in. the 
incident, I think it well to report it, 





20 Wi 






































T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul unit Political Agent, Muscat. 








No. 215. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 26.) 
























DHE Under-Seoroiary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord ¢ 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Seeretary of State, eo 
letter from the Foreign Seer Gateutta, dated the 27th Kebrnary Inst, relating 
to the Aden Delimitation Concession, ; 


India Office, March 26, 1902, 












Tnelosure in No. 215, 


Colonel R. A. Wahab to Brigadier-General P. J. Maitland. 











Sir, 
















last, forwarding a copy of a telex: 
India, dated the 24th January last, in which 
he made the basis of our claim is the limit of surv 


i Department, Government of 
xplained that the line which may 
as shown in the map printed in 








207 


On this basis it will, T hope, be quite feasible to decide on a boundary which will 
be acceptable to the Porte, and, at the sume time, be consistent with our obligations to 
the Amir of Dthala and the other subsidized tribes 

Lhaye, &. 
(Signed) R. A. WAIAB, Colonel, 
Boundary Commissioner. 





No. 216, 
India Office to Voreign Office.-—(Received March 26.) 


Bir, India Office, March 25, 1902. 

LAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 17th March asi, which transmitted a copy of a despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris recording an unofficial communication made by the French 
‘Ambassador to Lord Lansdowne on the 12th instant on the subject of the Suri dhows 
which fly the French flag, 

In reply, am to request that you will lay before Lord Lansdowne the inclosed copy 
of a letter from the Government of India, which forwards, amongst other papers, 
Captain Cox! comments on M. Cambon's communication to Lord Lansdowne of the 
Lith August last, 

‘The French Ambassador's communication of the 12th March is substantially similar, 
so far as it goes, to that of the 14th August, and, with respect to his, Fxeellency’s 
account of the movements of the dhows and his contention that the charges, made 
against them of slaye-dealing are completely disposed of, Tam to refer you to Captain 
Cox’ comments, 8, 10 and 11, 

It appears to Lord George Hamilton that not only do the known fiets of the eases 
of the “Sadd" and the “Salama” in 1896 tend to invalidate M. Cambou's contention, 
Dut also the details furnished by Captain Cox in his Report of the 18th August, 1000, 
and further details supplied in his present Report, show that the dhovs find means of 
ng examination by the Erench vessels of war, 

Tt will further be seen that the Government of India do not admit tho accuracy of 
M. Cambon's account of the Sultan’s visit to Sur in June 1900, 
ion, however, which appears to the Government of India to be of the 
most pressing importance is that of the French claim to full jurisdiction over their 
flag-holders in Muscat waters, which formed the subject of my letter to you of the 
Sth February last. 

It appears from papers received from India (forwarded herewith) that Captain 
Cox, on receiving authority from His Majesty's Government, addrossed a protest to the 
French Consul under the Anglo-French Declaration of 1862," M. in his reply, 
states that he has claimed nothing but the maintenance of the status yuo in respect of 
jurisdiction, ‘The facts relating to this question are summed up in a Memoranduin 
‘which forms the 14th inclosure to the Government of India letter now forwarded. It 
shows that ever since 1804 the present Sultan has protested against any assertion of 
Freneh protection over his subjects, and that, in any eases in which the French Consul 
has taken action, his interference has been contrary to the Sultan's will, It will further 
he seen that in three of these cases the ordinary jurisdiction of the Sultan was concerned, 
two of the cases being connected with the Slave Trade, and in the third the possession 
of the French certificate being itself in question, ‘The remaining case was a snit between 
‘© British Indian trader anda Freneb protégé, and the British Consul expressly reserved 
‘the question of the right of the French Government to exercise jurisdiction. 

‘Turning now to the despatch to Sir H, Monson, No. 106, dated the 12th March, I 
am to observe that the Secretary of State for India notes with satisfuetion the assurance 
given by M. Cambon that ‘no nei tes would be granted.” It is presumed that 
this assurance confiems that previously given to Lord Salisbury by M. Cambon on the 
26th June, 1900, and that no certificates will be recognized which may have been 
granted for the first time at a date subsequent to the 26th June, 1900, On this under 
Standing the points at issue are confined to the certificates granted before the 26th 
June, 1900, and to the effect of those certificates, 1 am to suggest that, if possible, a 
list of these cert dors should. he obtained, as it is of the utmost importance to 
earn the extent to which this form of French protection has been carried. 

Tam to observe that our ‘Treaty engazements regarding Muscat scem to justify a 
protest on our part ayainst action by France which is not compatible with the independ- 





























































































































ence of the Sultan, ‘The French claims in this respect formed the subject of my letter 
of the bth February last, and to the vies then expressed Lord Georze Hamilton 
adheres. 





Lam, &. 
igned) ‘A. GODLEY 








Tnclosure 1 in No. 





Government of India to Lard G. Hamilton, 
‘Secret. 
My ee Fort William, February 27, 1902, 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your Lordship's Seeret telegram, 
dated the Sth instant, we have. the honour to forward copies of the further papers 
noted in the inclosed list, regarding the use of the French flag by the Sultan of Museat, 
with a copy of the Memorandum, dated the 21st October, 1901, which gives a résume of 
the previous correspondence, 

2, The letter from the Political Agent, Museat, dated th 
contains his observations upon the Memorandum which was left 
sador ait the Foreign Offi the Mth August, 190: 
by Captain Cox in this and previous communi¢ 
in M. Cambon’s assurance that oo z 
irregularities in the grant of pers, or that the charges against 
the French flag-holders of by implicated in the Slave Trade are unfounded. Nor can 
we accept the version given, by M. Cambon of the visit of the Sultan to Sur, which 

ned in June 1940,amd of the wetion taken by His Highness on that occasion 
however, we are campelled to indorse the criticisms passed by Captain 
Cox tipon M, Cambon’s statements, we desire to add that the questions of the 
irrogularity in the grant of French flags and papers and of the share taken by the 
French flag-holilers in the Slave Trade are, in of subsidiary: importance 
‘The real point at issue is, we consider, the degree to whieh the possession of French 
Mays and papers by the subjects of the Sultan should render the holders exempt from 
the Sultan's authority in his own territory aud territorial waters. Your Lonship will 
observe from our letter to Captain Cox, dated the Sth August, 1901, that the ob 
which we have particularly in view is to strengthen the Sultan's Administration at Sur, 
and to render hin eompetent to enforce obeilienee from his subjects; and that we have 
suggested inensures to thatend, These meistires must depend for their efficacy upon 
the support which His Majesty's Goverument are prepare! to accord to us in. the 
position whiel we have already assumed on more thin one occasion, namely, that the 
possession of French flags and papers by Museat subjects does not entitle them to 
French protection in Oman, and that any attempt made by a foreign Power to assert 
auch protection is an infringement of the An rench Declaration of 
Would invite your Lordship's spovial attention to the correspondence f 
Mr, Fowler's Sceret despatel, dated the 19th October, 1804, which shows that the advice 
to this effect, whieh was given to the Sultin by the Government of India in 1804, 
received the approval of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Fore 

4, hin position, as your Lordship has already been informed, has now been 
formally contested by the Preneh Consul at Museat, acting, as we auderstand, on behalf 

overnment. With the approval of THis Majesty’s Government, we have 
authorized Captain Cox to protest agaiust the elim put forward by the French Consul, 
as being contrary to the Dechiration of 1862, We feel confident that in any subse: 
quent diseussion between the to Governments, whieh may result from this protest, His 
Majesty's Government will give full consideration to the Sultan's rights and wishes in 
the matter, and that the danger of permitting the establishment of a French colony in 
Oman will be duly borne in mind. 





















2nd January last, 
the French Ambase 

In view of the facts disclosed 
ms, we are unable to acquiesce 
has’ tien made into the alleged 
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We have, &e, 

(Signed) ‘AP. PALMER, 
B. FG. LAW. 
BE, R. ELLES. 





A. '. ARUNDEL, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 216. 
Government of India to Captain Cor. 


Simla, August 8, 1901, 

IN your letter to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the ard April 
last, you suggested that one of His Majesty's ships should be placed temporarily at the 
disposal of the Sultan at Muscat, to enable him to pay occasional visits to Sur 
conneetion with the improvement of his Customs arrangements until he could obtain 
a vessel of his own; and in your Confidential letter to the sime address, dated the 
12th June last, you remark that any active support which His Majesty's Government 
might be disposed to accord fo His Higliness could he most effectively given by helping 
hhim to establish a proper Customs Administration at Sur, 

2. Your more recent reports regarding the community of Freneh flag-holders at 
Sur, and the attitude towards them of the French Consul indieate that many of the 
Saltan’s difliculties with these men might disappear if he were able to increase his forces 
at Sur, and (o establish there a stronger Administration, Iv is not surprising that these 
fing-holders should continue to intrigue with the French Consul, and to pat forward 
claims to his protection when the Sultan's authority is so weak that he is unable to 

ce to his orders even in a matter of such purely internal administration 
of customs duties, ‘The French are hound by Treaty to respect the 
ec of Muscat, and cannot openly interfere with the Sultan's Administration 
the British Government an opportunity to. remind them of their obliga 
pears from your last letter that the Preach Consul recogn 
sition, and’ is not. prepared to support the flag-holders agai 
Sultan on land, if the latter insists.on his orders boing obeyed. Iv is very desirable, 
therefore, that His Highness should lose no time in consolidating and strengthening, his 
authority over his unruly subjects and in making it clear to them and to others that the 
laws of the country must be observed. It is not nccessar would it be wise, for the 
Sultan to directly challenge the French claim by punishing’ the flag-holiers, for example, 
for merely flying the Freneis fag in his waters or ou Taud agiinsy his orders, But the 
are many ¢ 8, such as punishment for evasion of customs duties, and for the 
disregard of Jaw and order, in which the Sultan could pu pressure on the fag-holders 
and other residents of Sur in cireumstances which would zive the Freeh no ground for 
protest, and itis probable that the prompt and sharp, euforeement of his authority in 
these matters would insure his orders being obeyed in all, am, therefore, to invite 
onsider in what way it is possible so to improve and strengthen the Sultan's 
ration at Sur us to i subjects 10 opportunity of distezarding his orders 
and intriguing with for This possible that Mis Highness might be peopared 
to entertain a force of trai Sur, or al any’ rate to reeruit additional local 
forces, anil to borrow a few native officers from India ty train then, {is Highness might 
also with advantage be advised to proceed at rezular intervals to Sur and to teside there 
for a while; and, if his funds would permit, he should be encouraged to sive «fleot to 
the project, that he already appears to have entertained, of purchasing a secondshane 
steam yacht, armed with one oF two guns on the deck, in whieh to proceed up and doin 
the coast, 

3. Fam to request you to fusnish the Government of India, through the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, with an early expression of yoir views upon these sugges 
tions. It might ultimately be desirable, itv onder to induc’ the Sultan to adopt adequate 
‘measures for the consel authority, to assist him with a loan, or with a slight 
increase to his subsidy. But no suggestion of such assistance slonid he held out to lam 
at preseut, You can, however, take the opportunity again to hint to His Highness, if 
you think it desirable, that the loan of a British or British Indian olliial for the purpose 
Of administering his customs, while it would undoubtedly resull in a considerable inerease 
to his revenue, should also tend to strengthen his control over his subjects, and would be 
an additioual proof of his friendship towards the British Government, 
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Inclosure 8 in No, 216, 
Captain Coz to Government of India, 


Mnseat, August 2, 1901. 
TN continuation of my letter, dated the 28th June last, I have the honour to attach 
the transinted purport of a communication just rcecived from the Sultan's Wali 
(Governor) at Sur. 

2. Tt was mentioned at the conclusion of my letter above referred to that M. Ottavi 
Jad just returned from Sur to Museat, As lately reported he has sinee handed over his 
duties to M. Laronee and left for France, 

fier his departure the Sultan wrote to his Wali with reference to the letter from 
ted to in my last communication, and directed him te ascertain and report 
tely (now that the period eovered by their undertaking of June 1900 had elapsed) 
which, ifany of the flag-holders had retumed their French flags and articles and whieh 
of then had broken their promise and got them renewed, 

‘Whe reply, as T fenred under the circumstances it would be, is to the effect that 
sone of (hein ha uiheted fo their undertaking, For the rest the Walis letter speaks 
or itself, 
In the course of the next month or six weeks all the Su 
‘ es, and it will then be impossible to do ‘thing further i: 
for yet another season, I confess to being a good deat disappointed 
imnsutisfctory deineent, for T cannot help feeling that in any nora cord 
Hritish polities, when the Sultan and His Majesty's Cons cond ny 
‘of the attitude and support of His Majesty's G 
heen possible, either Jast June or this, to bring about 





















hows will st 










ecrtain 
it would have 



















the French flag from Oman territory altoxeeth y of State 
for 0 unciatey 


xn Aifains hits seen his way to modify the in Foreign Depart 
ment telozran, dated the 101M dune, something might still be done during the current 
month; but if there has been any such modification, I beg that it be cor unicated 
to me by tel 











ree that whereas Saiyid 
y issite simply owing to iny adviec and my inability to, ise of 
‘our specific support in ease of need, his abstention from any stern meastires is generally 
accopted in the light reflected in the present letter of his Wali at Sur, and this, I think, 
cannot but be regarded as damaging to. His Highness? jufluence ani prestige. Copy of 
this letter will he forwarded to the Resident in due course, é 





1 has 





efrained from 






































Tnelosure tin N 





Translated Purport of a Letter fron the Sultan's Wali at Sur ta His Highness’ Vizier. 


(flor comptinents,) 





h Rabi 1 (July 26, 1901). 

















1 HAVE received your esteemed letter and understood its contents. have not 
Doon neuligent and have not censed to give the Eilers cou st hieeomi 
(ir, passing under the Freneh flag), but Tam sorry to say it is a 





Pp 

our ato, © David = an the attainment 
hw achieved exeept hy sternness and drastic me; 
sanction, and yet [ean assure you that there is no remedy for these people except 
thorough huniliation, and as long as you go on giving them rope you simply increase 
their determination to persist, At first T had some hopes of success with them, but 
now I have ceased to entertain any, jally since Ferraji_went among then’ and 
incited th i dsc 1 punishes none 
of them, ers are allowed to continue in this wise, the place will 
become altogether lawless and one will not he able to enforce any authority whatever, and 
what they choose to do will come to pass and you know the rest, 4 eo 

SMYID MAHOMED.BIN 





cil object is ditfienlt and cannot 
sires, but this Saiyid Reisal does not 



































AHOMED, 
Wali of Sur, 
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Tnelosure 5 in No. 216. 


Captain Coz to Government of Indic 


Muscat, September 18, 1901, 

I AVE the honour to inelose copy of this office letter, dated the 11th instant, to 
the address of the Politieal Resident inthe Persian Gulf, on the subject of arrange- 
ments for improving the Customs Administration at Sur. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 216. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Muscat, September 11, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour, as directed, to submit an expression of my views in 
regard to the measures suggested in Foreign Department letter, dated Sth August, 
and the Secretary of State's Seeret despatch, dated 26th July, received in continuation 
thervof, on the subject of arrang ig the Customs Administration 
at Sur, 

2. I would o: 
Sur has een 
















plain that the Sul 





ity to enforce regular customs duty, at 

ther than the of the French 
flag movement in that quarter, Several of the flag-holders are among the most wealthy 
inhabitants of Sur, ani during the open season each is in the habit of importing from 
Bombay three or four dhow: loads of rice, coffee, and other food-stulls for trading 
purposes and local consumption. 

Tn most eases these persons, knowing that Saiyid Feisal foared to take reprisals 
against them by reason of their possession of French papers, have refused to pay 
customs duty at all and defy the Customs Farmer and the Wali when remonstrated 
with. In others they have paid a tithe or less of the amounts due from them. Seoing 
their fellows of the French flag thus defying the Sultan and getting their trade goods 

Saiyid Peisal’s of sare naturally inclined to follow 
suit, and it is only with the utmost difficulty. that ho recovers hin duos from thom. 
nd yet to punish the latter without punishing the Rrench protégés would simply 
ave heen fo put a premium on their passing under the French flag; and the result, 
was that up to the last year Saiyid: Peisal had hesitated to assert himself at all against 
the said protégés, In June 1900, howover, when His Highness began to realize the 
indignity of the position into which he had drifted and decided to proceed to Str to go 
into matters himself, as you will remember all the French flag-holders promised in 
writing to make rendition of their flags before June 1901, and, therefore, wi 
that period the Sultan was loth to take any action which would give them the 
slightest excuse for breaking their promise ; but it was his fixed intention as soon as 
the year had expired to forcibly assert his revenue rights against, those flag-holders 
who should not fulfil their promise in common with all other Suris who failed to pay 
duty according to rule, and in the contemplation of this measure he hud my entire 
support, in view of the instructions by which Thad hitherto been guide 

‘ust before the end of the stipulated year, however, the very foundation of his 
own position in the matter and my own confidence was altogether shaken by the 
worling of Foreign Department letter dated the rd May, followed by tho communica 
tion to me on the 10th June of the view of His Majesty's Foreign Office as to th pro- 
tective value of the tricolour. 

‘The withholding or otherwise of the suggested notification which gave riso to the 
correspondence was a matter of very secondary importance, but the decision. that the 
protection of the French flag could not be limited to the high seas and foreign ports 
scomed altogether to reverse the situation, and in pursuance of it T had no other 
‘coursg than to restrain the Sultan from taking any stern measures affecting, among 
others of his Suri subjects, the flaz-holders or their dhows. Ihave not told him of the 
recent decision of His Majesty's Government as to the extent of the protection which 
the French flag is considered to carry in his territory and waters, and beg respectfully 
to express the conviction that it would be most prejudicial to our interests and to my 
personal influence for me to do so. In my opinion, however, the same object will 




















































































directly by my taking pains to 
instructions, that Sai 
would raise the issue'in a manner inc 
regards the Sultun’s fu 


-e, as Thaveso far done, pending farther 
F anature which 
y's Government. 
still sanguine that, 
the prompt and sharp 








nvenient to His Maje 
re prospects in Stir, 1 
‘es in his communivation under advertence, 
authority in these matters (ez. the evasion of 
rd of Jaw and order) would eventually secure his 





enforcement of hi 
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moments. The Sultan always 





nds me anything he receives with the remark 


“this is Goguyer’s” or “Abdul Aziz’ production,” and, I think, knows well 
Ser euhiant ‘wii value to place on them ‘there is no doubt, however, that. they 





ss my views with regard to the particular measures sa 
ation of that end— 


e have the effect of raising the 
quisition by the Sulian of ax armed Yack. 





suspicions of his Arab friends as to our motives, and this 





i i i y e ing ensi ‘itish influence 
eases our difficulties in any matter entailing the extension of Britis! 
anata oa cua area OC British Customs official on loan or 
the employment of British Indians for garrison duty in Oman. T shall have the 
honour to forward copy of a recent example of the nature referred to by next mail— 


pon this measure T should 

ment of Tudia’s letter T have 

ave referred to the previous 
on which the questien of the purchase of two steame 

the conditions: as. rege 

gested to him by the Politi 


the chief impor 
uussedl_ thee menstire. wi 
‘occasion i 189 














ness replied. th 
us, whiell were then su 





time does not permit of my doing so this weel 








4, As it is urgent that the arrangements with regand to Sur should be expedited 









felt that, apart from tho « 


Hiculty of defr 
Ne would have little ry 








as possible, I shall take the liberty of forwarding a copy of this Report to 


the Government of India direct. 


He says’ the ques 
inment of an English 
on he would like the 


which would result from the entort 
objection, and that for that re 
Tut that! he reeosnizes 
pmploy one. sue 
Buropiean, if 














Filled engineer and would 
Company employ, ie, 





dy communicated with you on this subject, it seen 
except. that, if Government should decide to 1 
ticular quid pro quo from} 
stiguestion, which Eumderstand Was 





for me {0 siy tho) 





put forward, for the 
light of subsoquent deve 
would stand in th 
© of frnined Sepoys at Sar. 





Consul on subject of Suri flag-holde 
Pending the supply of copy 





ments, or whether t 
(b.). The Entertainment of ut 





Tnolosure 7 in No. 216, 
Captain Smith to Government of India. 


hie.) Muscat, November 80, 1901. 
ORTANT communication passed between Sultan of Muscat and French 











How post Cox respoctlly moquosts that the 


Secretary of State for Foreign Aifiirs may be urged not to commit Sultan of Muscat 


is would he a very 





opinion is that the entertainment of British In 
ally serving with the colours, would give 
amount of hostile feching in Oman, and that, if he becom 

Would he unnecess 





if approached 
epoys, althowsh not aet 





Ws possessed of a 








‘of men not comivcted with the tribal” pol 
tives to the north of the Gulf to enlist men 1 
ays he will consid 





p to 100 in number, especi 


for employment question of officering the 









French Aimbassalor, 





Tnclosure § in No. 216. 


Captain Smith to Government of India, 


(Confidentia}.) Muscat, November 30, 1901, 





(2) The Inclosure of Sw 
the entrance and exit of wate 

Wes Dailt for the purpos 
‘of stronuth to the Stat 7 
our next visit to the coal seams, as’ he 
of our ships at S 





on the land side by a 


a Keep” or Wall—In or 
nd all merehandil 


ay he limited to one or two town 
ing out of this measure w 
anxious that it sho 

nes that he will 


T HAVE tho honour to report that Captain Cos has forw: 
interior, cop hin i 
Which lias passed between His Highness and the rene 
Suri flag-liold 
ment of India 











advantage of t 











sled to mo, from the 
rtain Arabie conrespondenco 
Consul on the subject of the 
x, and has desired me to send the translations of them to the Govern 
nid the Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





s furnished to him by the Sultan of 








‘This I have the honour to do, 








(d.) The Supply of Tuformation by the 
hy dhiow from Bombay to Sur ( 

munenied this in & separate communi 
(e.) Lawn of a Br 
doliyed: this: Ie 
Saiyid Feisal’s proj 


Bombiy Customs Department—OF shipments 


in common with other Oman ports), I have already 





Official for conducting the Customs Administration-—1 have 
port for the last two m 


in this connection 
reget to have to roy 


able to overcome 














wt that after several interviews [ have not 





Inclosure 9 in No. 216. 


Sultan of Muscat to Consul Cox. 


(Translation.) 





dinits that fis revenue would undoubtedly profit 
ave done, but tells me that it isa matte! 
igs of the people, but that in 
is way of thinking, namely, that 
, however, that after doing so he 
‘ont.cetion with his Customs 


(After the usual compliments.) 
HAVE the honour to forward copy of 
to the French Consul on the subject of the flags in the posses 


change, as the Bushire 
hho is obliged to consult his Arab 
doing s0, he has done his best to bi 
he would benefit by taking our advi 
honestly believes that the mere suspiei 





dyisers and the fe 
ng the former to 





I trust your Honour and Government will be at one 








h Shaban, 1819 (November 21, 1901). 
communication which have addressed 





sion of certain of my 





ime, and support me in 


the matter if occasion should arise. ! 


er indirect would result in 


r ; the tribes against him, 
avoured to. impress upon him that the 


British Government would 





is what had to be communicated to you, 


May you be preserved. 


Jot Muscat be attacked simply 
an importen’ matter allecting 
could only rise above the 
contemplated was likel 
et him to ater his attitude towards ti 


‘on account of his compliance with their advice in 
the welfare of himself aud his State, and that, if he 
prejudices of his ignorant advisers, nothing of the 


to lappen; but I am unable, for the present at any rate, to 





(ises] 



















Inclosure 10 in No. 216. 
Sultan of Muscat to M, Laronee. 

(Translation.) 

(After the usual compliments.) 9th Shaban, 1819 (November 21, 1901). 

T AM under the necessity of representing to you a matter affecting the internal 
welfure of my Administration. 

‘When T proceeded to Sur in May last in connection with the examination of the 
seams in that district, T heard a gecat deal of talk among my subjects there, from 
it appeared that they were under the impression that those among their com- 
munity who flew (French) flags over their dhows on the high seas were absolved 

om Any obligation to submit themselves to my territorial sovereignty, and th 
impression which was in their minds purported to he founded upon statements ma 
hy your predecessor. 

T was loth to 
{o put it down as mere idle gossip, and did not, therefore, trouble y 
Now, however, that after an interval of six months [have again 
(on this, 0 for the express purpose of maki 
realizing the revenue of the port and the y 
operate alike for the benofit of the truling community at 
my own Administration) [hear people, for the second time, talking i 
samo strain as before, namely, as if it were believed that. those persons who fly the 
(Rreneh) flag over their dho entitled to oppose me in matters of internal State 
administration, 

It is for this reason that Tam 

y ing to the Bdiet whi 
100), T-nn awate that the 

Of my subjects subsequent to its publication, and with rexard to those persons 
wlio haul accepfed thom prior to that time, F never had, and have not now, auy inten- 
ion of intoxforing with them for flying foreign Mays on the high seas, but it is impos- 
sible that in my own territory and tevritorial waters [can mae 
Hotweon them aid others of my subjects hom and domiei 
Jovernmont whatsoever should dom:ind from me that T should dit in such a 
‘annor between individuals among my own subjects, your ho: know- 
Tede that such a demand would be Doth a violttion of the principles of inter- 
national Inw and fucompatible with the independence of the Sultan of Oman, 
Which the great Freneh Government as undertaken and agreed to acknowledge 
anil uphold, 

T addressed your predecessor many times, both verbally and in writing, to the 
above effect, Int it seems desirable that T should acquaint you also with what is 
wind in this eonne on, so that it may not be hidden from you, and I further 
st that your Honour will inform the great French Government in the sense of the 
nine 























tach importance to this talk at the time, but was inclined rather 
ut on the subject. 










































const 












































Inelosure 11 in No. 216, 


M. Lavonce to Sultan of Muscat, 
(translation.) 
(After the usual compliments.) 9th Shaban, 1319, 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your Highness’ esteemed letter, and your 
friend understood what you intimated to him. 1 shall, of courso, communicate the 
purport of it to my gréat Government; but Tmust inform your Honour that there 
ean be no change in regard to what alfeets our protected subjoets and their affairs; and, 
morvover, your Highness promised the Commodors (i, Captain Kiesel, commanding 
the RP." Catinat”) the day he visited you and warned you, with regard to them, not 
to interfore with them in any wi 

‘his is what it was noobs 


















» explain to your Highness, and salsam. 


Dated the 28rd November, 1901. 
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Inclosure 12 in No. 216. 


‘Sultan of Muscat to M. Laronee. 
(Translation.) 
{After the usual compliments.) F 

YOUR honoured letter has duly reached me, and I have understood its 
contents. 

Tam obliged to you for referring to my communication of the 9th Shaban to your 
great Government, according to my request. But with regard to what you say in 
Sour letter under reply about my having made_a promise to the Commodore, may I 
inquire what promise it was th No promise emanated from me, as you 
suggest; morvover, is it, as a matter of fact, conceivable tha, on the occasion. of 
complinientary visit, any promise whatever would emanate from me without delibera- 
tion and without anything in writing? especially in regand to such an important issue 
as that under re which it is impossible for me to neglect or close my 
to, being as it is of the nature stated in my letter of the 9th Shaban, and 
silaam, &¢. 

Dated the 17th Shaban, 1919, 
































(Signed) FEYSAL-BIN-TURKI. | 
eS 


Inclosure 13 in No. 216. 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 





(Welographie.) Muscat, January 3, 190% 


SURI flag. s 
Report edliod for in your letter of the 7th October last has gone to tho Testdent 
in the Persian Gulf, Meanwhile, is it not. possible that Sultan at once request 
French Consul, in writing, to fumish list, of Oman dhow owners claiming right to fly 
Hlour flax anterior to Radiet of the 15th June, 1900, accompanied by full particulars 
of rounds on which each claim fs based, together with copies of all papers given to 
them, and statoments of the rights claimed under them? Dispateh of above- 
mentioned communication now will baulk any contemplated interference by the 


French Admiralty. 










SSS 





Tnclosure 14 in No. 216, 


Captain Coz to Government of Indi. 


Museat, January 7, 1902, 

T HAVE the honour to forward herowith ia eopy of any. letter dated. the 
2nd January last, with inclosures, to the address of the Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
‘on the subjeot of the French flag in Oman, forming the report called for in Foreign 
‘Department letter, dated the 7th October, 1901, 





—— SS 
Inclosure 15 in No. 216, 


Coptain Cox to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Muscat, January 2 1902. 

IN continuation of my locwn tenens’ communication, dated the 18th November, 
1901, to your aidress, I Hinve the honour to reply to your indorsement dated the 
25th October, forwarding despatches from Government on thes ubject of the Suri 
fags, and calling for further report from me. a ae 

eT will ask you to consider my Report as being mainly embodied in the theres 

following inclosures to this letier:— 

Nook. Copy of the Froich Ambassador's Memorandum, dated on or about the 
14th August 1901, with parallel comment from me, 



































No. 2. Recent information aff 
to the slay he season 1) 
No. 8, ‘ranslated purport of a lette 
Sultan, dated 15: 
With regard to Tnelosure No, 1, T need only say here th 
randum is full of misstatements. 

With reference to No. 2, I 
under reply had not come to h: 
and I hind so subsequent ope 
with it, The man zave the detail 
him precise instructions with 2 view to = an necurate register for me 
during the coming scason (1902 any ion given by members of our 
small D Sur is always afforded on the understanding that the 
fellows would 





British subject living at Sur with regard 





from one of the chief Sheikhs of Sur to the 








M. 





Zambon’s Memo- 








ould Ui 
lien t 





to point out that your communication 

atement was recorded by me, 
wtlier information to collate 
ish subject, and I gave 































T have every re 
Dut before this” reaches 
testimony. 

Tnelosure No, 3 is only forwarded as Iam uncertain whether it is on your files. 
It forms another item of evidence of the fact that never from the beginning was the 
Sultan complacent at th ptance of French flags by his subj 

|. L venture now to offer a iew further observations regan 
question at issu 

T must confess that the more closely T study the files of this Agency on the 
subject of the Freneh flag, the more difficult 1 find it to understand how His 
Majesty's Government, if our whole record is before them, ean possibly consider 
that there is any other course open than to afford the Sultan the fullest Support in 
maintaining the position enunciated to him in August 1891, and repeated in 180% 
snd 1897, Moreover, the morits of the Sultan's case seems so clear, and the French 
practice such we and His Highness have 
to loso by bring ont fo issue in the matter, 

T would invite special attention to the following lette 





eve the statement to be reliable so far as it goes, 
foverument I shall endeavour to obtain corroborative 




























5 the general 

































Political Agent, 
Ditto 
Dit 
Ditto 
















ove Dagan August 29/190 
Dolton grat Misest June 2169 
orsign Depart Taly 10, 
Aithouzh speaking aeaderiea is position thus intimated to 
the Sultin might perhaps be said n hardly be denied 
that such advieo coming from the to the Sultan of Muscat amounts 








‘which His 1 nly ignore with apprehension, I 
so, that, when any aiviee is so tendered by the British Represen- 
rs allecting his relations with foreign Powers as coming from 
“Government,” the Sultan knows only one “British Government,” and that one 
he understands to he the institution upon which ultimate responsibility rests, 
4, Surely we hiave got a perfectly good ease for the Sultan on the basis of the 

following premises 

+ (i) What there is nothing in the French 
with the Sultan’s police juvisdieti 
(,) Mat alttiough, for fear of 
France, is 


to a dictation of poliey 
must point out, 
tative in mot 
















with Muscat which interferes 








right. 
(c), That any action taken or eon 
at Zanzibar ean hia 





sions granted under parallel circumstances 
no effect or relevance as against the Sultan of Muscat, who is 








an independent Sovereign, aud has, moreover, been informed in this connection by the 
is h the Sultan would be 


British Government that *the analogy of 
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ill-advised to appeal, Zanzibar is a protected State under a Bri 
the circumstances are not parallel to thos 
letter, dated the 3rd June, 1899.) 

(d.) That, seeing that the Sultan of Muscat is an independent Soverei 
as such has plainly informed the Government (under cireumstanc: 
in a separate communication), that, in his opinion, the practice complained of is a 
breach of international Iayr and incompatible with his own independence; and seeing 
that the Sultan's views are sound and the said French practice an abuse according 
to thie aceepted principles of international law aforesaid, the British Government are 
in no way estopped from supporting the Sultan, but, on the contrary, are entitled— 

wund—under the Deckiration of 1862 to maintain him in a position whieh 

ssimied in defence of his iudependence, and which, on its m 


ish Protectorate, and 
of Muscat.” (Vide Foreign Department 








gn, and 
reported 





















5. I fear it may appear in the abstract a matters of comparatively small moment 
whether there shall or shall not be forty or fifty of the Sultan's subjects amenable to 
French, and not to his own, jurisdiction; the principle involved, however, is one of 

importance to the present Sultan and to subsequent Rulers of Oman, whoever 
wy may be, and I beg to urge with much respect, but. with all the energy and 
convietion which I ean command, that, if His Majesty's Government go back now on 
the ad tendered by Lord Lansdowne’s Government in 1891, and constantly 
repeated sine will not only render the position of their Representative in 
Mase: y difficult aid unenviable one, but, which is more important, 
they will deal a blow at British prestige in, these waters, which it can ill afford to 
endure at the present time, and from which it will not recover in the lifetime of the 
present Sulta 






































if no more efficacious means of Dri 
settlemen 


issues to an early and 
enture to offer 
and uncon- 





appear practicable at the present junct 
2 diplomatist of suitable standing and experience, 
ted with Museat or Zanzibar, be deputed by each of our respective Gi 
to mect in Muscat, and to jointly investigate the matter on the spot in consul 
with the Sultan, who should be asked to agree to accept the settlement n 
them. 






















‘it for the last two or three years His Iighness has hawlly ever be 
from anxiety in this connection, he would, in my opinion, probably acquiesce in such 
a measure for the sake of his own pence of mind, 











aclosure 16 in No, 216, 


Memorandum by M. Canbon, with Comment ly Cuptain Com, 


Cambon’s Memorantun. 





Comment of Captain Cox, 
h Government has le SEE comment on No. 6, 
most earefutl ing n regan to the 

accusations constantly brought against the 

Museat and Sur dhows, flying the French 

flax. of engawing in Slave ‘rate 

2, They have easel investigations to be ‘Whe Sultan has heen totally 
maile inthe French possessions in the the course of these investigations, though 
Tndian Gecan and by the French Consuls the Hrench Government promised to en 
at ports in the Tudian Ocean, with a sult im, His Highness’ contention is 
view to revising the list of dhow-owners that none of them are “authorized ” by 
authorized to fly the Pre international lav. 

3, Strict injunetio ‘Any inguivies viade by French Consuls 
Cousuls and the Coton ve been ex parte and based on tne 
renew the existin of navigation or assumption that the practice is Const 
to rant new ones, in cases where tutional, and, in M, Ottavi's ease, the 
all is found to be y ¥ apparent form of inguiry adopted 


oP 



























nove in 















































M. Cambon's Meniovandum, 





Comment of Captain Cox. 


























was the refusal to aceept the papers of 
persons who wanted fo return their lie 
conees and flags to him, 

‘heir Consuls have been tl 
of the * perfect 
the Sultan not 









e sole judges 
ulurity ” of the papers, 
aving heen consulted in 












any single ease as fo the inadequacy of 
the geounds on which they bad heen 
issued. The only manner in which His 





hues tas heen addressed on the 
s consisteil of verbal menaces 
uttered by the French Consul, supported 
by French Commanders, during the pre- 
sence of Fi in Muscat, 

















to tho effect that, if His Highness did not 
alter his pres 
the French 








would be the wor him, An attempt 
was also made incidentally, and reported 
by me at the time, to revive the question 
of Abdul Aziz, the French Dragoman 
simply w 

provoking the Sultan to some 
Which would have been held to ha 
given the French Consul a pretext f 
ising fore, which was in. feet eventually 

lin writing, with the know 
at, if the 








































y over the flix question as 

and the followin: 
were dealt with at length inn 
dated the 15th Jum 
ulavitie 
ereof, In spi 
Cambon again begs the question ab 





hey, in particular, seo that Arti- 
ele 92 ind following ‘Articles of the 
Brussels Act are observed, Th the case 
‘of most of the Bvench-protected khows 
the verification, has been made and soveral 
Inve beon struck off the list, 


“Articles 
yy Report, 
nd numerous 




















initio. 
‘Whe Sultan's contention 


swith re 
of this Article 
at the 
‘ time of sation to the Freuch Con 
sulates, neither “subjects” nor" pro- 
weted persons” under the Act, and that 
French Consuls simply get hold of a 
Museat subject and allot him a plot of 


















ee 





doen in Oman, and they have lived there, 
smd there only, with’ their families for 




















For breaches of Article 34, vide 

paragraph (7) of my Report ‘above 
mentioned, "No opportunity has occurred 
sinew of seeing whether the irregularities 
there mentioned still exist. 

been ‘The operation need uot bea Tenzthy one 

of Oman dhows, So far 

is only one O. 















5, Nevertheless, it has not 
possible to. complete the exami 
all cases, as the operation isa ten 













lin 








M, Cambon’s Memorandum. 


in yiew of the distance of many of the 
places and the constant movements of the 
ahows. 


6, The Memorandum went on to 
describe the measures taken by th 
French Government to insure that these 
hows do not engage in Slaye ‘Trade, and 
stated that the most eareful inquiries hi 
failed to discover a single instance of such 
a thing. 





Comment of Captain Cox. 


French flag-holderresiding elsewhere than 
at Sur, and the dhows almost without ex- 
ception arrive at Sur during May and lie 
‘up high and dry for repairs in the creek 
there till after the monsoon, when they 
start ont again on their voyages. 

Tf the Sultan were consulted, he could 
assemble them all at two or three weeks? 
notice any time during June, July, or 
August. 

So far i is concerned, the 
French Consul’s inquiries haye only been 
from the persons themselves interested, 

the flag-holders and their com- 
, and it is not likely that they would 
put information in his way, for no 
Mahommedan shall knowingly’ ineri 
nate or hesitate to shield anoth 
matter of slave-dealing, which is no 
offence according to their tenets. It is in 
any case naturally unlikely that during 
the last two and s-half years throughout 
which period the fiag-lolders have been 
ware that their title has been 
in the balance, that they would 
be as active ax usual in slaye-trading 
operations. 

T may here iention, however, that 
whereas the French Ambassador informed 
Lond Salishury that the RB. “Drome” 
was to be’ sent here “to examine 
whether dhows with French papers have 
been implicated in the Slave Mado,” she 
arrived at Sir at a season (lato in August) 
hen all the dhows start out spiek and 
spi for their annual voy just the 
time, in fact, when any such examination 
svoitld be obviously useless and devoid of 
restilt, 

In the way ofr 
searing the "Trafic in Sha 
the following 

(w) The ease mentioned by Sir Hor 
Walpole in the present correspondence, 
whore in September 1896, two dhows, the 
“Salama” and the “Sadd,” flying the 
French flag wore seized by Her Majesty's 
ship “Sphins,” and found to contain 200 
‘of whom the greater part must. 


















































enti evidence rex 
, Lean adduce 





















Inote that the ligenee of the“ Salaama’* 
was only “pour faire la navigation sur la 
e de Maiagascar et iles avoisinantes,” 
sas now they are given for “1'Océan 
mers environnantes,” so that 
their scope his beon extended of late, 

T also invite reference to the Resi- 
dent’s Report, dated the 28th August 
1896, regarding importation of a large 
number of slaves into Shargal on the 





























































M. Cambou's Memorandin 


7. A doiailed account was then given 
of the routes followed by the dhows in 
their commercial operations, Of the 
Bronch dhows which arrived at Sur this 
year, two-thivd from Bombay and 
‘ther places from whieh no slaves can be 
brought as against one-third from Zanzi- 
bar. 

. OF the eleven dhows that came from 
the latter place, eight had touched at 











Comment of Captain Cor. 


the French 








raght by His Majesty 
sphinx” fom Kishin 
Aepusitions were notte 





‘Tos, 79 


(c) In my Report of the 18th June, 
1900, T furnished at some length details 
regarding slaving season of 1900. 

T now attach a copy of a statement 
taken from 0 B ‘garding the 
season of 1900 (Inclosure No. 17). 

Tt is nee 
explanntion regan names 
furnished. ‘The names of the persons 

n by the witnesses in these cases 
iwould simply be the names of the persons 
whom they liad seen bring the dhows back 
Sur, Neither have I nor has 
the Sul ist of the names 
in whieh the French licences stand, ‘The 
French, if Tam not mistaken, profess to 
issue the licences in the names of eaptains 
of dhows, but the men who give the 
Sultan most trouble at Sur are the older 
men, owners of the dhows, most of whom. 
havi 40 to sea, 
Dut still by virtue of their owning dhows 
fying the French flag they, as well as 
tieir capiains and belong mas 
against the Sultan to he Brencli-proteeted 
subjects, ‘Thus, although according to 
the French Ambassador there are only 
thirty-three French dhows, there would 
he probably a double number of Siiris 
with their families claiming Prench pro- 
tection. 

T gather from this that the French 
claim that there are now thirty-three 
dhows ing to Sur flying the French 
flag, as the one-third from Zanzibar, come 
prised eleven vessels. ‘This is. ‘worth 
noting. 

























































It altogether depend 
particular ports wi 











‘M. Cumbon's Memorandum. 





ish ports on the way, and it may be 
taken for granted that they would not 
have done so with slaves on Doard in vi 
of the careful wateh kept by the Bi 
authorities, 

These authorities are not satisfied 
with exercising a legitimate vigilance, but 
are apt to subject the dlows to quite un- 
deserved annoyances of which an instance, 
se of the *“Bedri” at Mombasa 
h ocourred this year, was given. 




















10. Tho three remaining dhows were 
examined by the “Infernet” and nothing 

ious found. ‘The rumours in the 
English papers about slave-trading were 
founded on ignorance of the routes: taken 
‘and the operations of the dhows, 





11. Tt was, therefore, clear that the 
steps taken hy the French Government are 
completely effective, and that slaye-trading 
by these dliows is impossible, 





12, ‘Their use of the French flag would, 
in these cireumstanees, give rise to no 
difficulties if it were not for the attitude 
adopted hy the Sultan of Muscat who, for 
the last Gighteen months, has been doin 
his best, by threats, to 

owners to give up thelr Fr 





















Comment of Captain Cox. 


ports at which they might toueh between 
Zanzibar and the slave-supplying country, 
and unless the names of the ports aro 
mentioned, this is not convineing, 















imitating attentions of 

and Consular authori- 
ties are always put forward by Suri Arabs 
as being their chief incentive for taking 
the French flag, possession of which gives 
them almost complete immunity from 
anything of the sort, 

The “Internet” probably examined 
these dhows while at anchor at Sux, in 
which case any examination would’ be 
valueless. Dhows coming up take care 
to find out at Bas-cl-Lad on their way ay 
if ther is any man-of-war at Sur, and it 
there is, they land their negroes and. suse 
picious apparatus and clean out, their 
vessels before going into Sur. 

The steps taken by the French Govern 
ment have in the past heen no more 
effective than the steps taken by our mene 
of-war to prevent Arab dhows bringing 
slaves, and slave-trading by their dhows 
is neither impossible not’ non-existent. 
Setting aside the question as to whether 
during the last two years French dliows 
have or have not brought, slaves, « matte 
which eannot be conclusively proved one 
way or the other except. by overhan 
the dhows with slaves on boatd, the 
mains that the tribes at Sur [sie] from time 
immemorial been a community of sx 

ers; that the hest of them’ habitually 
se slaves, and that a civilized Power by 
distributing flags among. such people 
simply encourages the whole community 

wiessness. I, in common with many 
of our Naval Commanders with whom 1 
have diseussed the subject, am of opinion 
that, judging from the munber of French 
hows met upon the high seas, any dove 
whose Nakhoda knows the value of 
French flag keeps a spocimen of it, and 
hoists it when a man-of-war comes. in 
sight; though they possess no Frouch 
papers. A predecessor of mine, Major 
Sadler, was of the same view (vide his 
letter, Confidential, dated the 14th June, 




















































































1894), 
‘The ever-reourring difficulties which the 
existence of the French flag in. these 


waters cause to a petty Potentate like the 
Sultan are too well known to. need 
referenee, Nothing in the way of threate 
have emanated from the Sultan, and the 
attitude to which M, Cambon takes excep. 
tion is only a somewhat firmer and 


3Q 















M, Canbon's Memorandum. Comment of Captain Cox. 














dignified one than he 
sult of having ar 
appreciation of the mot 











ved at a more just 
ves of the French 


allegiance and the disastrous consequences 
to result in Sur and the 








Sultan, in fact, has 








Deen in a posit 
the Suris went back on the voluntai 





As soon as he arrived at Sur the 
Sultan summoned the dhow-owners, and 
the most violent 











tion against them, sensible of his own at threats ordered 
ive up to him the navigation 


papers delivered, 








13, ‘The Memorandum went on to. state 
that unfortunately th 





Ry ¢ British Resident” 
British Resident, 
on by the Indian 
Government, affords special means of in- 
Muoncing him, appears to have suggested 
this attifude to Mis Highness. 
of the assurances repeate 








with the Sultan 
no power or opportunity for ju; 
the Muscat subsi 
and urgent ci 


Representative has 















wy Mis sty’s 
Scoretiry of State for Foreign Affairs, the 
ction cannot,-be inspired from 
can be no doubt of the 


since I have been in Museat, the subsidy 
ever heen used by me for leverage in 
London, but the ction with the fl 


Tine he is adop 









ven me in London 
lay myself out to by 
lively senso of 
anil hest interests. generally, 
titude in regand to th 





16. Only three papers were given up 





Ottayi, the French Consul, who refused 
But the Sultan extorted 

from the dhow-owners the signatin 
collective engagement to give back their 
of protection to the French Consul 








the position communie 
i by Lond Lansdowne's Government 
Tith August, 1891, to the effect 
“that the use of the Ereneh. flag by suby- 
sof the Sultan of Museat 
ighness,” ond T 





























when occasion de 











17. Influenced, 
presence at Muscat and Sur of a French 
Saiyid Feysal did not 
sist on their engagement being 


Sultan to assert this position in 





ship, the “ Dréme,’ 
M4. In June 1900, the Memorandum i 


ter the French 









Const left Sur, the 















companied hy the British {hem a visit once 
fact that there 


holders among the 





Arab population the 
fonds no wason why he should not visit 
often as he tinds it 








1S, But this year he again went to 
ccompanied, as before, by the 
The French Consul was there, 






of the Sultan's ter 














Comment of Captain Cre, 


If he has not previously visited the port 
during the year, the Political Agent's 
usual time for going there is just before 
the monsoon, asall the chief men are then 
present, and, in the present instance, the 
Sultan asked some time hofore that, on 
the next occasion on which T or one of 
four men-of-war went down there, he 
might be allowed to take the opportunity 
of travelling by her also 

‘The words “most violent threats” are 
altogether unwarranted and meaningless. 
‘There was no question of threats or need 
of them, 

‘The Sultan had never visited Sur hefore, 
and expoctedl a sullen, if not discourteous, 
receptin, but was pleasantly surprised. 
Phe chief Blders of all denominations 
caine off to the “Sphinx” to call, upon 
him directly he arrived and took him off 
to the shore, where they placed a house 
at his disposal. ‘Two days later Abdulla 
bin.Salim, the Amix of the Bout Abw Ali 
(one of the to tribes in Sux), came in 
with nearly 1,000 men to do Saiyid Reysal 
Honour, and’ it was owing to his. good 

the Suri flag-holders of both 
tribes decided to exeeuto the Agree 
ment which they ultin ave to the 
Sultan, 

Tf T had acceded to the Sultan's 
request to give passages in His Majesty's 
ship“ Sphiny,” many of the flag-owners 
would Have come on to Muscat to, sure 
render theft papers to M. Ottavi ; but, 

it seemed to me that it would be 
somewhat offensive to my French cole 
leaguo if 1 were to do this, L refused, 
Subsequently the Sultan arrangid with 
them that those papers that iad been 
issued by M. Ottavi should he lianded to 
him (the Sultan) to deliver on. their 
Vehialf to M. Otfavi, and that, the 

der should hand back their pap 
at their respective Consulates of 
S000 as the monsoon. season was ove 

This is the ship that M. Cambon ine 
formed Lord Salisbury was coming * to 
after the establishment of 


























oly 























































sidered fo extend to 
the dhows could reach 
‘and they were only 
just starting when ‘the “Drdme” left 
here in August 1000, this statement is an 
anachronism. 

This is a misstatement, The British 
Consul started for Kallint 
in company with a Govern 












































































M, Cambon’s Memorandum. 





anil probably his presence and the threats 
wh made the Sultan 
n he had intended, 
sal from making 

e the 









19, Just_atter his return to Mus 
however, his Prime Minister, who appe 
to receive a pension from the Indian 





Government like the Sultan 


20, Wrote to the Notables of Sur 
agnouneing tat the Brench ship liad 
loft, 








21, Anil that the French Consul had 
Deon recalled by his Government at_ the 
request of the’ Sultan and the British 
Consul 








Comment of Captain Cox. 








slogical expert, to examine coal de- 
posits. ‘The Sultan came down five 
weeks later at the urgent request of the 
British Consul to get him out of diffi- 
culties, 

‘As soon 
finished, the S 
th 
Consul at Sur at this time w 
source of our difficulties, 
used and 
in the vieinity of 
x his intention to take any 
ne with reference 































special actio 
to the 
The 






i Government either in the form of 

pension or presents, nor did he before, so 

far as I know. 

He was a man to whom I could never 

ig myself to offer a money present or 
Non. such tort and hil He 





Tedgment of much staunch su 
ish it nce in Museat, 
nachronisin whieh the 
could never have committed, By 
time Dr. von Kraift and 1 rejoined the 
Sul Sur-cl-B on return f 
coal district, was well known 
and Musea the French sun-boat 
“ Infernet,” which had been on duty with 
M. Ottavi, had y left these waters 
for Madagase: Isewhere, so that it 
would have been gratuitously imparti 
stale news to the Suris for him to write 
this to them after our subsequent return 
to Museat. 

I trace the hand of M. Ot 


































story which hie eiused to be spread at the 
time of my predecessor's (Major Fagan) 
transfer 16 India, both in conversation 
with the Sultan and others in Museat and 
hy means of M. Goguyer’s contributions 
to the French press, for which reason 1 
was at pains to make it clear to the 
Sultan that wan had been 
promoted to a better appointment in 
India, 
M. Ottayi took prec provide 
inst the ervation of such an impressi 
i iving out in Muse 
long before his departure that he was 
zon leaye and by assuring his 






































M. Cambon's Memorandum. 


22, He added that the Sultan would 
soon return with Captain Cox in a British 
ship; that all the dhow-owners must then 
give up their French protection papers, 
and that, if the Notables did not make 
them submit to the Sultan, the whole 
population of Sur would be punished, for 
the Sultan would have a wall built on the 
side of the town where caravans enter, 
and would place their (2) British Custor 
house officers, who would collect an import 
duty. 





25, The commercial privileges of Sur 
would thus be abolished. 





24, In onler, no doubt, to give more 
weigh’ to his threats, the Sultan increased 
to 100 men the garrison of the fort of 
Sur, which generally numbers 30, 


25. ‘The Notables of Sur did not allow 
themselves to be intimidated, and once 
again the efforts of the Sultan’to infringe 
the rights of France were ineifectual, 


26. The Memorandum in conclusion 
expressed the opinion that after these 
two failures Saiyid Feysal will leave the 
French protégés in peace, if the British 
Agent allows it. If he refrains trom 
molesting them, the French Government 
will have nothing to do, but to keep in 
foree the measures which they have taken 
to prevent the proceodings of the dhows 
flying the French flag from giving rise to 
any complaint; if, on the other hand, the 
Sultan of Museat were encouraged to 
continue his attempts to hamper the 
(1528) 











Comment of Captain Coz, 


clientéle at Sur, among whom he remained 
up to the moment of his departure, that 
he would be returning in a few months, 
‘M. Ottavi was himself at Sur for nearly a 
month after the Sultan and I liad returned 
to Muscat, and Saiyid Sneed, the Vazier, 
would hardly have chosen this time for 
writing such a letter, 

As the Vazier is no longer alive, T 

cannot absolutely give the lie to this 
statement by referring to him; but it is 
extremely improbable that he would have 
written Such a letter as this at such an 
unsuitable time (M. Ottavi being then in 
Sur), and, moreover, the auachronisms in 
it point to the alleged missive being an 
vention, 
There was no seeret about the Sultan's 
intention to improve his customs arrange: 
ments at Sur, neither were there any 
threats connected with it, nor did the 
Duilding of it depend on the rejection or 
acceptance of the French flag by individual 
members of the community. 

An import duty has” always been 
collected to a greater or less extent 
according to the power of the Ruler, 

What are hiere naively called the “com- 
mercial privileges” of ‘the Suris, may be 
more accurately defined as the self- 
assumed title to. ignore the Sultan's 
administrative authority and to pay only 
such taxes or otlier fori of tribute'as the 
Sultan ror tho time being can force them, 
or the personal influence of a Customs 
Farmer can induce them to rend 

‘This increase in the garri 
response to an appeal from his Wali at 
Sur, who complained that, with hia 
present garrison, he was not able to 
enforce his authority even in the most 
trivial matters, 

It is diffienlt to see how the Sultan ean 
be held to be infringing the rights of 
France either by increasing a garrison or 
building a wall anywhere in his own 
territory, 

As to the value of this implied threat, 
it is not for mo to offer remarks, but T 
beg again to point out that here, as in 
fact throughout hiy whole Memorandum, 
M. Cambon begs the whole question at 
issue, namely, whether these flag-holders 
are or are not protégés at all accordi 
to international law; and whether they 
have any rights whatever as against the 
Sultan, the latter, be it remembered, 
haying been assured by Government that 
they have none, 
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French proté 





M, Cambon’s Memorandum, Comment of Captain Coz. 





is in the exercise of their 
ult situation 





rights, a complicated and 
might arise in Oman, 





(Signed), Z. COX, Captai 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent 
at Muscat, 





Muscat, January 2, 1902. 


Inclosure 17 in No. 216. 


Statement of British Subject at Sur regarding Slave Season 1901, 





, Hindu, aged 50, British Indian subject, states: 
Thave resided in'Sur on and off for the last thirty years, paying an occasional 
visit to my home in India, Clive in the part of Sur called Aigeh, on the south-east 
Aide of the creck. My establishment is the only one on that bank of the creek ; all 
the other British Indian families live at what is known as Mugreimatein, 
is the quarter of the Beni Abu Ali tribe, and up till a few years ago 
hin-Salim, the Amir of the Beni Abu Ali, residing in Jailaan, to whom the 
Boni Abu Ali tribesmen in Sur are immediately subject, would not allow any of us 
Tlindus to keop « shop or to live on that side of the creek; but 1 persuaded him. to 
Jot mo live there on condition of my giving him a present annually. T see anything 
that passes in regard to slave-dealing at Sur, Ido not notiee any marked decrease in 
the number of slaves that come to Sur, 

'ecording to my estimation not less than 1,000 came during the past season. 
Most of them have heon ta y, but there are still about fifty left. 

Some Arabs from the Bussorah side are now: T have seen two of them. 
‘They aro stopping in the house of © man who acts as middleman for the purchase of 
saves. The broker's name is Khamis Wad Hajjam, of the Jennebeh tribe, but 1 am 
Hot sure what section of that tribe he belongs to, ‘These up-Gulf Arabs havo, 
Yeliove, hought seven slaves, and will go on purchasing to the extent of the money 
that they have brought with them, and then clear off in small country craft, 

During the past season six dhows brought large cargoes of slaves; among them 
were the dliows of— 





















































1, Muhammad-bin-Khalfan, 











2. Abdulla-bin-Habbat. . ‘ 
3, Muhammad-bin-Saiyid, Beni Abu Ali, 
Khamis bin, [J 


T cannot wmomber at this moment the names of the others. ‘The first three 
camo sunder the French flag. 

"he dhows that bring them receive 10 dollars for each slave's passage to Sur. 
‘Pho men whose dhows bring the slaves are not necessarily the slave-dealers. 

‘Thy chiet shippers are— 





Salchehin-Muhammad Wad, Sheikh, Jennebeh, Arab flag. 
Rubanyeh and Ubrabi hall i ef 
Yusuf, Bakhalil ss 





Abdalla Wazir, Plathan or Makrani, also imports slaves. He takes gunpowder 
and brings back slaves. ‘The slaves come both under the French and Arab flags. 

‘All the chief Sheikhs of Sur whatever their flag participate indirectly, if not 
‘lirectly, in tho traffic. Each man gives money to those that are going to the Afriean 












coast for the purchase of t 
‘Thabet, and all of them do this 

‘This season good strong youths fetched 180 to 175 dollars each; girls, 150 to 
200 dollars each, 

Only fifteen or twenty females were bought, A great many of the slaves are 
shipped ‘by twos and threes up to the Batineh coast at the beginning of the date 
season, 

Muhammad Mubarak’s dhow makes one or two voyages during the season, 

Khamis-bin-Ali’s two dhows go two or three times generally to Bombay. 

Khamis-bin-Musallim’s, too, go two or three times, and on the way back come 
home vid Aden and Mukullah, returning before the monsoon, 

__ According to what I hear people say in conversation, many slaves come from a 
district called Mereema. 

‘he dow owners buy small local raft with which they ean run, up rosks into 
whore they purchase their slaves at from 5 to 20 dollars cach, 
their dhows, 
u Salim, the Beni Abu Ali Amir, takes 2 dollars on every slave 
brought in through Lashkareh or other ports in his country; and Hamood-bin- 
Sultan and Abdulla-in-Saoed take 21 dollars between them on exch slave landod 
at Sur, 





or three slaves, Muhammad Mubarak, Salim-bin- 















Before mo: 
P, Z. COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent 
at Muscat. 
November 26, 1901, 





Inclosure 18 in No, 216, 





Muhammad-bineMubarak-bin-Satim to Sultan of Muscat, 
26th Shawal, 1310 (May 13, 1893), 
(After compliments.) ve ! 
YOUR honoured letter has arrived, and I, your servant, have understood its 
contents regarding the arrival of French ship (at Sur). I was then absent in 











connection with a dispute we had with the Beni Boo Hasan; those who went to it 
(the ship) said she came for water 
You have mentioned O Saiyid that we haye sold a picco of land; we aro 





unabte todo so; the country is yours, “Tam your slave, and I hove heard no mention 
of this. 

hero is no foundation for this (report). ‘Two years ago when T heard that 
you were annoyed about the French flaxs, I ordered them (the Nakhodas) to cancel 
their cotifcaes and them (tothe French) ; my brother, Rashid accordingly returned 

is. 

We are nnider the protection of God and yourself, and our refuge is to Him and 

to you, ‘This (I say) with God to witness. 





Tnelosure 19 in No, 216, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, January 9, 1902, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the recept of your Confidential letter, dated 
the 7th October, 1901, regarding the use of the French flag by Suri dhows, ‘The 
Political Agent, Museat, in his letter, dated the 2nd instant, fo my address, copy 
of which, he informs me, has been forwarded to you, has dealt fully with the subject 
of the Bren Ambassidors: Memorandum, anno further report by me appear 0 bo 
required. 
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2, With regard to the special question of the right of Suri dhows to obtain French 
registration papers and to fly the French flag, the Sultan's right to deal with the 
owners of these dhows as Muscat subjects when they are in Muscat territory appears 
to me to be undoubted ; and the position taken up by the French Consul in his letter, 
dated the 23rd November, 1901, to the Sultan of Muscat (vide the correspondence 
forwarded under cover of Captain Smith's letter, dated 30th November, 1901), in 
which he refers to these persons as protected subjects,” is clearly wrong. T agree 
with the view expressed by Captain Cox in his telegram, dated the 7th instant, 
to your address, that the Sultan should request the French Consul to furnish him 
with a list of the Oman dhows which are considered to enjoy the right of flying the 
Freneh flag. 

3, With regard to the question of the Sliwe ‘Trade as carried on by dhows 
flying the French flag, it is not possible to adduce any recent conclusive proofs. 
Captain Cox, however, produces certain circumstantial evidence, and the views 

essed by our Consular and Naval officers in these parts that the Slave ‘Trade is 
tried on tinder the French flag, titled to weight, considering that the only 
nent which has taken upon itself the burden of the suppression of the 
in these waters is the British Government, I haye never licand of a 


































slaye applying for manumission on hoant « ship of war other than British, or from 
any oflier thin a British Consular authority. In this connection the paper con- 








tributed by the missionary of the Ame to an 
American missionary journal, « eopy of which wa: 


Government of India by Captain Cox in Sept 





1 understand, 
nhor last, is of interest. 





Inclosure 20 in No, 216, 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 





(‘Lelographic.) 
TN reply to a letter from Sultan, dated 
the presenico of French flag-ship, lias peremtorily 
the Frunch Goyernmont, full jurisdiction 0 
suggest that I should address Frenel 
Declaration of 1862, but this would only he courting snub if the 


Muscot, January 30, 1902. 

i Consul, during 
nel, on behalf of 
low. T would 
violation of the 
Sultan has been 






















aheudy given away by lis Majesty's Government, as seems probable. Have you any 
information ? 





Inclosure 21 in No. 216. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Caleutta, February 1, 1902, 

YOUR letter 9th January. Suri dhows. tary of State, while agreeing 
With suggestion in Cox’ telegram of Br is correct in ‘principle, ‘prefers awaiting 
is Report, whieh is now under consideration of Government of India, Please inform. 
Cox nceordinely. 


(etegraph 

















Inclosure 22 in No. 216, 
Captain Cox to Government of Indiv. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, January 23, 1902. 

LHAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a further communication, dated 
the 21st instant, forwarded by me to the Resident, in continuation of the Report 
submitted under this office of the 2nd instant, on the subject of the Suri flags. 
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Inclosure 28 in No, 


Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


be go Pad Muscat, January 21, 1902, 
IN continuatiox letter, dated the 2ud instant, I haye the honour to report 


that I was under the necessity of proceeding to Sur on the 15 i i 

i . 'y of proceeding to Sux on the 15th instant in connection 
with a serious robbery which recentiy took place on the premises of one of the British 
subjoots there, ani T len, took, the opportunity of verifying, the information 
urnished in Tnelosure No. 2 of the above-mntioned despatch under the following 
furnished in T med despatch under the following 
2. Thad occasion to 
and their affairs » 























n conneetion with the robbery 
isited mo T said I had mislaid 
vd hin to repeat the purport of what ho had 
his statement was generally in conformi 
to the names of 

Sur unde the French fs, 
re act names of tI persons in question, he 
hie almost invariably alle by their fathers uained nearing 
f Arabs, ie. the son of soandso, e.g. 1bn Rashid, Ibn Saood, and that, 
was quite familiar with their personal’ identity. and s ‘ 
difficult for hi ly to their first names, espe 
two or three brothers of one fam 
After examining —— T mi 
about seventy other Sur 
community id the Si 
whether the 
regan 
4, The following is the net result of my inqui 
responsible for the details connected with slave. 


for the correetness of the names as now statel in coraboration or modiflention of thos, 
given by —— in November, ; 


as first. stated! _way Mubainniid-bineKalfan (this. should. vead 
aehid of the Beni Abu AN ISSIR RA AG Sei 
Mu Ali, both of whom habitually engaged in. the Slave ‘Teullle. ‘as 
Ali who brought the dhow home this yearn te. started. with 110. tat hot ap 
x vaute. ‘Me sails ualer the Froneh fla, aiias now loft with bis dos tor Zanaar 

(4) The name 











ig brought slaves | 
sive the v 





when pres 
replied th 
to the | 




























ed the names he had sven me with the names of 
through them all in the prysence of the Banian 
i at Sur, inquiring, as T ealled each ame, as to 
live and Know to those presont, and asking details 














i boin, 
ling, and the community gonerally 


























ais first stated was Abdalla-hin-t 





Hab (this should read Yusut- 





























Chanis-el-Habbab—* Habbab ” is the family nickname), Ab Ys 
of Khamiscl-Habbaly, have bon French flug-hldets for tog or trade tana ety sas 
how which they sailed ander French colours, but it was wroeke 
and Abdalla Yusuf last season went in tlie dhow of 
SuyvitimshineSalin om Arab subject, ant Tas stat a wate 

(e.) Th wl was Muhammad-hi is sliou 
Mubanimnd- idcelofaler), His house isa th Beng Aba AK Mohini 





Beni Aw A ishing village of 
dhowat Sur te flies’ the 
Irought about forty slaves this 


Lashkarcl below 
French flag over hi 
‘year anil hiv 

A 
that to 
tion previously give 
In 1 opinion 

wilfully false 


asoleHlad but he always docks 
vesol. Ho and his brother, \ 
fo anzibar, 



























y Hanian informant could ave haul no ostensible reason for 
statement, and, if it was false, it is extremely improbable thin 
hie could have repeated it, al discrepancy after an tied ot 

two months. £ think, ¢ » that it may be accepted as reliable testimony 


. fact aa tho three persons named did engage in the Slave ‘Trade and under 


























Tnelosure 24 in No. 216. 










Captain Cor to Government of India. 


Museat, January 

WIT reference to this office letter, dateil the 30th November, f J 
addvess hy the Agency Surzeon during my absence, and in continuation of subsequent 
eonespandence on the subject of iuvi flag question, T have the honour to forward, 
for the information of Government, translations of further letters which have passed 
Hotweon the Sultan and tho French Consul, and of which T have recived copies 
from His Highness. . 

Duplicates will be duly forwarded to the Resident hy the nest aps 
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Inclostre 25 in No. 216. 





M, Lavvance to Sultan of Muscat. 

































Tanwary Vy V9 
M. Deleassé to your Highness 
Litis to the effect that the great Goverment of the 
ness! part, any alteration of the present state of 
Laupon its mainte IL depend the st 
juudshipat present ¢ Detweon your Highness 
am. 


Coane 
After compliments.) 
AVE tuceived 
ter, dated the th Shaban, 
public will not sulfe 

yes) anid Intonls to nal 
nd pormancnes of to sinter f 
and the great Bxoniels Government, anit 





ply from his Hxcette 
























in No, 216. 





Tnelosu 





The Sulton of Musent to M. Lavonce. 
(ranstation,) 
(AFtex compl 

YOU 5 
thereto T request your Honour to infor 
atate of (hinge ’? whieh tho agrent F 
sala. 





nuts.) 1th Shivent, WY (January 22, 1902). 
honowied totter dated the bith January has Deen seecived. by reply 
mo distinetly in writing what is this present 
wh Government elaiins to: maintain, snd 

















Inclosure 27 in No. 216. 


Captain Cox fo Government of Enda. 








snuiary, respeetively. ; 

Hof the 2rd, the eve of the anival of 
that, during the official visits since 
si, na allusion whatever has been 





1, dated the ne 
His Tlighness received it on the night of 
the Froneh Magship “Catinat,” and informs yn 
exchanged between himself and Conynodore 
0 tHe lig question. vrs 
; Ti Wehtion (htt Mis Mighness fins been treated swith unusual distinetion ty 
iin this oeeasion, fy the first place, his Vazier, Saiyid Muhaminad~ 
” civen a salute of leven xmis—a compliment whieh has not hitherto 
Deon usual, aid when. he Sultan cenniser, she dressed ship” for him— 
in honour whieh, | betiove, His Majesty's ships only pay to members of our own 
oyal Barnil . 
rede i Sultan offen Lette i fempornte and dignitied, but he expressed himself 
vory strongly to me at a persoual interview, f feel, however, that I have nothing to 
td to what" Th misty await 
‘sign from His Majesty 















































jy written on the subject, and ean only now ansi 
Govornment. 








251 





5, The “Catinat” proposes to remain in these waters about six weeks, visiting 
Lingab, Bushire, Koweit, &e., during that time, and calling at Museat again on her 
return. Sle shows uo signs of moving from here at present, but I shall keep the 
Resident informed of her movements. 











Inclosure 28 in N 





Sultan of Mosent to Captain Cox, 


(ranslation.) 
(After compliments.) 1sih s 
LTAVE the hono 





inal, 1819 (Jinwary 29, 1902), 
sto send you copy of a letter which T have received from ihe 
rou will refer this communication to the great Government, 
ith the independence of whieh T have been assured. 
inatter, and 1 bex you will inform me, in due couse, 
nent), having regard to what is just and 






















Tnclosure 29 in No. 216. x 


M. Laronce to Sultan of Muscat. 


(translation) 
(After compliments.) 

T HAVE the honour to acknowled 
1th Sh 
ee 


Muscat, January 23, 1902. 
our esteemed letter dated the 
wal, in which you intimated your request to he' informed precisely in writing, 
«to your own Words, xs fo what is the “present state of things” which the 
ech Government clainis intain. ‘The answer is this. Tt is not my 
‘ernment which is arvogating any cl: is you who ar asserting a claim 
gainst licrs and the present state oft you were plainly informed! that 
the French Government intended to maint ny letter of the Lith Jantary— 
is precisely that position which it is now elaimed (by you) to alter—that is to soy, the 
status of Subjects under our protection from of old ; whose status is that whieh your 
Highuwss spoke of in your letter, dated the Ott Sh 
~elle our Mini é, replied to the effect communicated to you in 
my letter to which 5 i or uncertainty about this inatten, 
Init there is nevertheless io, i emphasis is laid, as occasion requires, on the 
fact that the great Prench Government does not agres with your hove mentioned, 
and does uot admit if or any pat of it, On the coutiiry, my Government has the 
firmest intention to maintain the above-mentioned irrevoenble state of things, that ix 
to intenance of our subjects above meittioned under our jurisdiction, and 
tl ervation of the dignity of our flag, which from old time your noble ancestors 
have honouredl and respecte. 





the receipt of 


























































Tnclosure 80 in No, 216, 





Memorauition on the use of the Hreneh 





Tay by Subjects of he Sultan of Museats 





TN 1891 roports were recived from the Government of Bombay and from the 
Resident in the Porsinn Gulf that the French Consular officers at Aden, Obokiy, and 
ilar tind, on numerous yecasions, given French papers and the French flag to 
vessels belonging to Sur-and other places within te territory of the Sultan 
Muscat. 

Tn passing on these reports to the Secivtary of Statey* the Governnient of India 
expres the pinion that the action of the Froneh Consul at Adent amounted to an 
assertion of protection over Oman, and that the French Govermucnt should be requested 
to puta stop to his proceedings, 


























© Sceret despate, June 2, 1891. 
+ The action alleged to have been taker by the Consals at Obokh and Madagasear required verieation, 
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ment have no positive authority or unimpeachable locus standi entitling them to 
represent the matter to the French Government, seeing that Muscat is not a British 
Protectorate, and that they have received no request from the Sultan to do so. It 
would be possible to found the representation on the ground that the Sultan had by 
reaty given to this country power to search and detain Muscat vessels in connection 
with the suppression of thé Slave ‘Trade, and that Her Majesty’s Goverament could 
not allow the assumption of the French flag by such vessels to interfere with the 
exercise of a right thus formally delegated to them. The correspondence between the 
French Viee-Consul and the Sultan shows that the answer to such a representation 
‘would be that the Sultan and his predecessors had allowed the assumption of the flag 
for years; that this constant practice had created a right which was no longer open to 
question ; that the flag was, in fact, granted and accepted with the permission of the 
Sultan—an independent Sovereign ; and that Her Majesty’s Government must address 
their representation to His Highness, ‘This position would point the way for the 
French Vice-Consul to represent to the Sultan that the abandonment of the French 
fing would put the vessels of the at the merey of every British cruiser; that 
their trade would be practically rained, and that his Suri subjects would no doubt 
rebel soonor than submit, It appears not unlikely that the Sultan would fall in 
with this view and openly announce that the French flag was granted with his 
permission ‘i ‘i 
“he proposal that the Sultan shonld prescribe to his subjects the exclusive use 
of n distinctive Muscat flag was made with the object of avoiding this position. The 
usefulness of the proposal docs not depend on the Sultan being able to enforce it, On 
tho contrary, if, after the issue of such onders, any Museat subject accepted the 
French flag, the French authorities would, by its grant, have abetted such subject in 
disobeying the positive orders of his Sovervign, and Her Majesty's Government would 
be in A strong position for announcing that they would be unable to recognize the 





































n, it i 


his po i 
“At the present time, Her Majest 





"s Resident at Museat appears to_have 
powerful means to persunde the s to issue the suggested order, His Highness’ 
corresponitonce with the French Viee-Consul shows that he very strongly resents 
the Froneh contention, on which the French auth consistently act, that the 
owner or mastor of a dhow under the Brench flix becomes a French-protected person, 
‘oven in Musent territory. It could he represented to the Sultan that the right way to 
rovent his subjects from passing in ever-inereased numbers under French protection 
is to order them not to take the French flag.” 

Tn the same despatch was inctosed 2 Memorandum by the Law Officers of the 
Crown, dated the 4th August, 1898, in which the opinion was expressed that ‘the 
Arah slave.traders, to whom these permits—i.e, to fly the French flag—are granted, 
do not become Kronch subjects, and the allegation that they become French-protected 
persons is, it would appear, merely colourable. It is possible that they acquire this 
character by French laws but, in’ order to validate the elaim to fly the French 
from the point of view of international law, they should be so in reality. ‘The subject 
ig one on which there iy an almost entire absence of authority; but the claim of the 
French Government seoms to us to he unsustainable on principle.” 

Asn result of the ultimatum, the Sultan, while complying with the other demands 
pressed upon him, wrote to the French Consul, informing him that “we do not 

« the right of France to exercise jurisdiction over our subjects residing i 
visiting our dominions, whether they are in possession of French papers oF no 
that the practice of granting French protection to his subjects at Sur was contrary to 
tho spirit of the Declaration of 1862. At the same time he wrote to the Heads of the 
Aenebeli tribe at Sur, recommending them to return their French flags and adopt their 
original red flag again. 

In commenting on this declaration on the part of the Sultan, Her Majesty's 
Government expressed" their opinion that “ no exception need he taken to the intima: 
tion made by the Sultan to the French Consul refusing to recognize the right of 




































































* Seeretry of State, Secret, April 21, 1899, 
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France to exercise jurisdiction over His Highness’ subjects while residing in or visiting 
his dominions, provided that Article IV* of the French Treaty with Muscat of 1846 is 
not contravened.’ 
Tt would seem, however, that, though Her Majesty's Government were ready to 
applaud the Sultan’s determination in refusing to recognize French protection, the 
nc Government were not equalls ready to accept the situation, For, in Junct 1809, 
we find the French Ambassador complaining that the British Consul at Muscat had 
disputed the validity of French protection granted to. Museat dhow, and had demanded 
from the Sultan that he should enforce the discontinuance of the use of the French 
flag by his subjects, promising the assistance of a British man-of-war. As a con- 
sequence of this complaint, the Foreign Office requested that, without previons 
reference to them, nothing should be done in the way of forcible intervention by a 
British man-of-war, ‘The complaint was reported by Major Fagan to be unfound 
In December 1899 a despatch§ was received from the Secretary of State in 
which certain suggestions were made as to the steps which might bo taker 
to neutralize the effect of the grant of the French flag. ‘The suggestions were 
1. That the Sultan should make an Ordinance compelling every sub 


i 
Aiseat who owns a ship to register it as a Muscat ship, and sail it under the Muscat 
8. 











2. That the Sultan should declare that he would not 

a date to be fixed, recognize any protection or natu 
on his. sw 

‘Treaties. 
Con. Tit! the ose of he British fag should be extended so as to outbid tho French 
Yonsul. 

At the same time, it was requested that, with a view to the possibility of 
coming to an arrangement with the French Government, a more precise account 
should be furnished of the modus operandi of the French, and of the evidence forth. 
‘coming to prove a connivance on their part in the Slave ‘Trade, or the exact dotails in 
respect of which they could be held to fail in their obligations tunder the Brussels Act, 
Articles XXV and XXX, 

The despatch was sent to the Resident at Bushire for report. 

In the interval before the Report was fumished,|| the situation was further 
developed by the Sultan's offering to sign a letter definitely requesting tho British 
Government {o intervene with the French Government on his behalf’ in onder to 
“effect the removal of the flags now in use, and the discontinuance of the practice” 
of granting the French flag to his subjects, This request, as Captain Cox pointed out, 
seemed to supply the locus stenii required by Lord Salishuiry in the Foreign Oflice letter 
of the 20th December, 1898, and Her Majesty's Government were, therefore, asked 
whether they were prepared to net, 

While this reference was bein considered in London, the Sultan took matters 
into his own hands, and vis ch protégés at Sux, His visit resulted in the 

resentation to him of a solemn declaration by the two ‘tribes at Sue, including all the 
holders of the French flag, in which they declared their wish and intention to return 
all French papers and flags, and return to their allegiance to the Sultan, Three of the 
flag-holders who had received their papers from the French Consul actually handed 
them over tothe Sultan for return to M. Ottavi, ‘The Sultan thereupon issued an Edict 
to the effect that he would not recognize in his territories (in the hands of his subjects) 
French flags and papers, and would * not forgive” any one who took them without his 
permission and in accordance with the terms of his ‘Treaties, ‘This Edict, it was pointed 
out, was in accordance with the suggestion made in the Secret despatch from the 
Scoretary of State, dated the 24th November, 1899, and was also a tardy compliance 
with the orders contained in the ultimatum of January 1599, which were based on 
instructions from the Foreign Office, 





in his territory, after 
r ution thereafter conferred 
jects otherwise than “with his sanction or under the provisions of his 











































8 The sl of the San fon 
sieges which are grant wo the Freneh them 
iss ‘Cli is, of course, 
{ Scertary ot St 1809 
f To Secretary of Sate, Pelegraphig July 12, 1890, 
} secre depatch, November 24,180 
4 icwaneveoualytranamited to the Seerstary of State with Seeret despatch of July 26, 1900. It eotaned 
a fll acomt of the modus operandi ofthe Fresh, giving ample evidence to show tha he Fach fi 
fal eopagd io th Slave Tiade wit the consivance @€ ME Ota aad that the provisions ef AP 
XXX Ue Srumels Act had ben ystematialy davegaded, 
‘T To Secreary of State, Telegrapio, May 22,1900, 





ly in the service of the Freneh shall enjoy the same 









insdiction of th Sultan over his subjects) 
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Her Majesty's Government did not, however, sce their way to supporting the 
Sultan in the position which he had assumed, and in a telegram, dated the 20th July 
1900, they directed that the “Sultan should be advised to make it clear that the Edict 
affected only the issue of flags and. papers to his subjects after the date of its communi- 
cation to the Brench Consul; while im regard to those issued before that date, any 

ct of examination between himself and the 












doubtful or disputed ease would be the sul 
French Government,” 





intimated that in future no papers of protection would 
‘en, and that the existing papers should be carefully examined, so as to exelude 
those for the grant of which no just cause existed, a French man-of-war was dispatched 
to Muscat with the ostensible object of conducting this examination and of i 
vostigating the question whether any dhows with Brench papers were implicated in the 
Slave ‘Trade, 

‘The actual proceedings of the Commander of the French vessel were reported* by 
Captain Cox to be of a very different nati He made no inquiries into the question 
whether the French flag-holders were implicated in the Slave Trade, but directed his 
endeavours mainly towards intimidating the Sultan into returning to the dhow-owners 
the French papery which they lind handed over to him: and to persuading His 
Highness to receive as an intermediary between His Highness and the French 
Consitl one Abdul Aziz whom the Sultan ad dismissed from his service, ‘The 
attitule maintained by the Sultan in this situation was most satisfactory. He 
persisted in his refusal to and declined to return the papers to 
thoir owners, ‘Tho Erench vessel then visited Sur, and apparently persuaded some of 
the Sheikhs to recant from their undertaking given to the Sultan, and to plead that 
Ahoy tad given it under pressure, “Iwo of the owners of the papers, however, who had 
handed them over to the Sultan, came into Muscat and, aftor receiving their papers 
back from the Sultan, banded them over to M, Oitavi, On her way to Sur, the 
“Drdme” met and stopped soveral Suri dliows proceeding to Bussorah, a1 
thom t9 Nerd flying the tri-colour. : ee a 
Tt is important to notice that, in the course of this incident, no exception was 
1 either by M, Ottavi or by the French Commander to the terms of the Sultan's 
Fict, and that M. Ottavi stated, with a somewhat remarkable divergence from the 
truth, that he hal never claimed to give the flag-holders protectio 

It was not until the * Drome" had loft Muscat ti i 
were suthorizedt to convey to Captain Cox the approval of Her Majesty 
of his action in supporting the firm and becoming attitude of the Sultan and in 
Bese sent the French demands. 

second B 



















































































of the Brench ayshollery, and to have assured them that be ha settled the matter of 

he fags with tisfactory way, ss had agree 
Tot them all rena ire ie a cee 
Ln April L901 € ox suguested that the Sultan might he advised to issue a 
further Notification, uation of his Edict shove referred to, to the elfect that, 
from a date to be fixed, none of his subjects would be permitted to fly within h 
territories or in his territorial waters any forvign flag except with the written authority 
in contravention of this order would be liable 
















hie rt punishan 
This suggestion was forwarded to Hix Majesty's Government with the remark 
that, in the opinion of the Government of India, the Sultan would be within his 
rights in issuing the Notification, But they required the authority of His Majesty's 


Government before advising the Sultan to issue it, ‘That authority has not yet been 
accor 


‘The subject of the inerease of Bren 
prominence in the summ 


















ch influence in Oman was again brought into 
umer of the present year, when Captain Cox, with a geological 
oxpert deputed by the G ent of Lndia,§ visited the neighbourhood of Surin order 
to examine a coal reef said to be situated in the vicinity, The exploration was 
conducted with the full knowledge and consent of the Sultan it met with considerable 
opposition trom the local tribes, which Captain Cox attributes, apparently with justice, 
to the adverse influence of the French Cousul and Abdul Aziz, who arrived at Sur in a 






















* Tu Secretary of 
4 Seeertary of Sta : 

vag, } Te Seemtay of State, Secret, May 9, 1901, 
{Wide pipers forwarded with Foreign Secretary’ eter of Suse 27, 1901, 
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‘French vessel (the “Infernet”) a few days before the British party, and stirred up the 
tribes against them. 

On the 7th June, 1901, a telegram was received from the Secretary of State 
intimating that the Foreign Office considered it, impossible to maintain that French 
protection and the use of the French flag are limited to the high seas and. to ports 
outside the territory of the Sultan of Muscat: and that the issue by the Sultan of a 
Notification, forbidding the use of the French flag by his subjects in Muscat 
territory or territorial waters, was thought to be undesirabl 

In view of the previous declarations made by His Majesty's Government on 
the subject, an explanation was asked for in the Viceroy’s telegram of the 30th June, 
in which a reference was made to Sir It. M. Durand’s letter of the 11th August, 1891, 
and a hope was expressed that the Government of India might be permitted to give 
the Sultan an assurance to the effect that the assertion by the French Government of 
a claim to jurisdiction over, and protection of, His Highness’ subjects in Museat 
territory and territorial waters would be regarded as incompatible with the Sultan's 
independence, and that the British Government would support him in resisting 
any such claim. This hope was reiterated in our Seoret despatch, dated the 
Ist Atigust, 1901, to which no reply has yet been rece 

In the meantime the Government’ of India pointed out to Captain Cox the 
desirability of the Sultan's strengthening his authority over his subjects at Sur, 
whether French protég’s or not, and suggested certain measures (¢.9., the entertain- 
ment of a force of Sepoys at Sur and the purehaso of an armed steam yacht) which 
might be tak hat object. ‘The latest. report from Captain Cox on the 
subject indicates that the Sultan, while auxious to follow his adview in this mattor and 
to establish a strong Administration at Sur, has hitherto boon deterred from taking a 
strong line by the fear of French interference on behalf of their Suri protégé, 
Captain Cox lias not yet communicated to His Highness the views of His Majesty's 
Government as to the admissibility of the French claim to jurisdiction over their 
prot Museat territory, and lias expressed his conviction that it would be most 
prejudicial to Bri is own personal influence for him to do so. 

‘he only further paper which needs notice is the letter from the Foreign Office to 
E. Monson, dated the 14th August, 1901, which contains M. Cambon's view of 
uation, "“M. Cambon’s Memorandum was chiefly directed towands showin; 
1 had been granted to the dhow-ownors at Sur and elsewhere hac 
contance with the provisions of the Brussels Act, and that, the 

‘rero engaged in the Slave Tendo was unfounded. ‘The 
Memorandum also co ed account of the Sultan's proceedings with 
the French flag-holders at. Su, ‘ere, M. Cambon was at pains to point out, 
inspired ana supported by the British Consul. 

‘The Memorandum has been sent to Captain Cox for report 
‘he practical outcome of the foregoing abstract may be summarized as 
follows :— 

(a) The practice of granting French flags and papers to the subjects of the 

uscat has grown up during the past ten years, and has produced a state of 
which constitutes a standing menace to the Sultan's independence, and hampors 
him in the exercise of his authority. 

(2) Where is sullicient evidence to show that the French flag-holders have engaged 
in the Slave Trade under cover of the French flag and probably with the connivance of 
the French Consul, and that flags and papers have been granted irregularly to, persons 
who are not properly entitled to them, ‘These charges have been nid before the 
French Government from time to time, and reparation has been promised. But the 
pmctices complained of have not been discontinued. 

(c.) The Government of India have on several oceasions caused the Sultan to 
be informed that he is at full liberty to uphold his own jurisdiction in his. own 
territory oF territorial waters over those of his subjects who have taken French flags 
and papers, and that the assertion of French protection over Suri boats in Muscat 
waters would be regarded as a contravention of the Anglo-French Declaration of 1862. 
‘his principle was first announced to the Sultan in 1891; was again affirmed with the 
approval of Her Majesty’s Government in 1894; was implicitly asserted in the 
suggestion made by the Foreign Office in 1807; and was finally enjoined in 
the ultimatum presented to the Sultan in 1899, It was not until June 1901 that 
instructions were received from His Majesty's Government which cast a doubt upon 
the tenability of the position which had been assumed by the Government of 


India. 
(1528) Stay) 
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ich Government nor the French Consular Representative 
asserted in so many words the principle that the possession of French flag or 
papers by a Muscat subject entitles him to the position of a French protégé in Muscat 
territory, but, as will be seen hereafter, the French Consul has frequently acted on 
His aseunaptions 

(@.) The Sultan has actually issued a Notification to the effect that he will not 
recognize in his territories (in the hands of his subjects) French flags and protection 
papers, and will punish any of his subjects who takes them without his written 
permission, He has also desived to issue a second Notification forbidding any of 
His aici oy Gila ie taeieory Op ferticvtidiraterscan Core editing ree 
under his written author 

‘Whe first Notification has, under the instruc 
eon made to apply only to eases in which Pr 
issue of the Notification: that is to say, it | the dhow-owners who 
at present possess French flags and papers, although the latter are only valid for one 
year. Ihe issue of the second Notification has been prohibited under the instructions 
Of His Majesty's wnment. B 

(F.) Whe Sultan has solicited, or imself read 
intervention with tho French Government in. his hebalt ; 
consistently in accordance with the 
has heen given no assistance in his difficulties w 
assurance of support in the position whieh he has 
Representative, 

It will he convenient at this point to exa 
protection afforded to these Suri dhow-owners by the possession of French flags and 
papers does not include protection hy lard and in Museat territorial waters has heen 
acted upon in the past. ‘The first instance on record was the ease of the seizure of the 
two dhows (the * Salama "and the Saad") by Commander Baker i 
ease, as has already heen noted, the French Viee-Consul claimed ju 
to dhows, although they were seized in Muscat waters, and iis ji 
aulmitted. “In 1897 two further instances occurred (vide Major Fagan’s letter, dated 
the 25th November, 1898). In the one ease an African slave who had been kidnapped 
bya huggalow from Sur flying the French flag, having applied to the British Consulate 
for freedom, was il to the Sultan, sed Was and came to 
Muscat; but the Breneh Consul interfered ime juris n over the accused, 

ss Way consequently unable to take any action. in the matter, 
case, ad native of Muscat, who nd procured French papers at Obokh, 
the Sultan to produco them, and, on his refusing to do.so 
‘The French Viee-Consul protested against 
olese th 
eases does the British Consul appear to bs 








have e1 




























s of His Majesty’s Government, 
Ih flags or papers may be taken after 
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Tn none of these thy 
French claim to jurisdietic 

‘he ease of Salin-bin-Sand marke 
Tn this ease a collision having oceurred 
owned by Salim-binSiad, a Preneh py 
Tndinn trader; the matter was: represent 
sent t 
Saad 
informed M, Ottavi that, in view of the question pending between Her Majesty's 
Government and the Freeh Republic reganting the right of France to exercise jurise 
diction within the Sultan's dominions over subjects of Itis Highness who had obtained 
the right to dy the French flag, he “only accepted M. Ottavi's claim on behalf of 
Salin-bin-Saad, on the understanding that such acceptance should not he considered 
top ¢ the question at issue between the two Governments.” No exception was 
taken to Major Fagan’s action at the times but when the question was referred to the 
Government of Tndin again in the following year, a stronger line was adopted, and 
Captain Cox was informed that, should the French’ Consul again claim jurisdiction in 
any similar case, his claim should not be even provisionally admitted, but should be 
contested in each ease, 








id the policy of the Ih 
sghbourhood of Sur hetw 
































+ To Secretary of State, Seerety omuiry 27, 1597 
t To Secretary of State, Seeret, Jauuary 8, 1899. 
Vide Inclonure § 10 Sevtet despatch to Secretary of Stato of February 2, 1899. 


§ Vide payers forwarded to India Office with the Foreign Secretary’ letter of May 17, 1900, 














Captain Coz to Government of India, 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, Muscat, February 15, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Foreign Department telegram 
of the 10th instant, permitting me to address a protest to the French Consul against 
the French claim to jurisdiction over Omani holders of their flags; and to submit at 
the same time copies of correspondence which has since passed between M. Lavonce 
and myself. 

2. His Highness the Sultan is much relieved at the knowledge that the protest 
has beon addressed, but is at the same time a little apprehensive that the “Catinat,”” 
when she returns on the 26th or 27th instant, may take some assertive action. 1 do 
not myself see that Commodore Kiesel could well do anything at all under tho present 
circunistances, and His Majesty’s ship “Lapwing,” one of the small gun-boats, is still 
here; but if there is no immediate urgency in the Persian, Gulls it would be a saci 
of strength to the Sultan if one of the larger vessels, i.e. His Majesty's ship “Fox” 
or “ Pomone,” could be moved, in the ordinary course of routine, to Muscat for a fow 
days, until the “Catinat” quits these waters. Commodore Kiesol said he should not 
remain here more than two or three days on the return journey, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, 











Inclosure 82 in No. 216, 
Captain Cox to M. Laronce, x 


Sir, Muscat, February 11, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to intimate that His Highness the Sultan of Museat informs 
me that, notwithstanding repeated protests, both verbal and written, which he has 
addressed to yourself, or your predecessor, in time past; you have, nevertheless, 
recently, in official communications, dated the L4th and 28rd Janunry last respectively, 
formulated on behalf of the French Government a claim to exercise jurisdiction i 
Muscat territory and territorial waters over certain born and domiciled Omani subjects 
of His Highness, to whom French flags and “Titres de Navigation ” have heen issued 
by Consular officials of your Government; and, further, that Commodore Kies, 

nding the RP. sought to press the aforesaid claim, when 
ing His Highness in your company on the 6th instant. 
In this connection the Sultan holds the emphatic opinion that the assertion of 
such a claim by the French Republic is altogether incompatible with his independence 
asa Sovereign Ruler, and commends this aspect of the question to my attention hy 
the light of existing Treaty engagements, 

Tentirely concur in the view expressed by Ilis Highness in this regard, and it is, 
therefore, incumbent upon me, under the Declaration of the 10th Marel, 1862 (by 
which our respective Governments engaged to respect the independence of the Sultan 
of Museat), to protest against the assertion of such a claim by the Government of the. 



















































Republic; and, further, to maintain that the exercise of any direot or indirect act of 
jurisdiction in the prosecution thereof would be a violation of the Declaration above 
quoted. 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) PZ. COX. 


Tnclosure 83 in No, 216, 


M. Laronce to Captain Cox. 





Mascate, le 11. Féorier, 1902, 
IN réponse 2 votre protestation de ce jour, je m'empresse de vous informer que 
Je Gouvernement de la République ne songe nullement & porter atteinte A l'indé- 
pendanee du Sultanat de Mascate, comme Sa Hautesse somble le eroire ; opinion que 
je suis surpris de vous voir partager, 
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Mes déclaration ainsi qui celle du Commandant Kiesel se référent simplement au 
strict maintien du statu quo, que Sa Hautesse a para vouloir modifier dans une de ses 
précédentes communications, en ce qui concerne les boutriers portant le pavillon 
Francais. 


Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) R, LARONCE. 


Tnclosure 34 in No. 216. 
Consul Cox to M. Laronce. 


Sir, Museat, February 12, 1902, 

EN acknowledgiug the receipt of your communication of yesterday's date, 1 am 
constrained to obscrve that if, as I think I am right in believing, you seek to interpret 
the expression “statu quo" ‘mentioned in your letter, in terms which involve or 
suggest a right on the part of the Government of the Republic to exercise, within the 
territory or territorial waters of the Sultan of Museat, any measure whatever of 
jurisdiction over horn and domiciled subjects of Tis Highness, such an interpretation 
‘cannot but be x ly er parte one, with regard to which the Sultan has 
not, boon consult or accepted; and against any suggestion of 
which, as he has y ropeatedly protested. 
ich an interpretation would, in fact, ho fundamentally inconsistent with the 
none of the Sultan, and oppose to the terms of the Declaration of 1862 and 
nations. 
































ind 
{o tlie first principles of the lave o 


Tris therefore my duty hereby to challenge it. 


T have, &, 
(Signed) P, Z COX. 





Inclosure 35 in No, 216, 
M. Laronce to Consul Cox. 


M. le Consul, Mascate, te Us Février, 1002, 
FAT Mhonneue do vons informer quo Jadrease pr ce courrier eo de vos protes- 
tations iy mon Gouves t, qui est du reste dja saisi de cotte alfa 
11 semble qe que ce soit le Sultan lui 
traitit 1a questi i 
Le Gouve is ne se refi yeneen ¢ 
1 Hivutesse, A véformer les abus, s'il en a été commis, auxquels ont donné 
it que Seyyid Feysal nous conteste anjoun’hui, mais que ses prédécesseurs 
is discute Tl serait & souhaiter que Sa Hautosse exposit clairement les 
jon ell, militent en fayeur d'un nouvel ordre de choses. 
Veuillez, 















soyez-en certain, & examiner les 





















raisons qui 


ce. 





(Signs) R. LARONCE. 










Inclosure 86 in No. 216, 
Consul Cox to M. Laronee, 


Sir, Muscat, February 15, 1902. 
1 TLAVE the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your communi- 
cation of yesterday's date, informing me that you are forwarding copies of my protes 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) " P. %. COX. 





tation to your Government. 


ee 
















No. 217. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 


Sir, India Office, March 26, 1902. 

IN continuation of Sir A. Godley's letter of the 25th March, on the question of 
the French flag-holders in Muscat, Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, 
for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of a telegram from the Governor-General, 
reporting an assurance given by the French Consul that the French have no intention 
of subjecting Oman subjects to French jurisdiction, and that. they only claim the 
right of surveillance and police over vessels bearing the French flag, 

Lord George Hamilton will be glut to be informed whether this statement. is 
confirmed by the French Government, 

Lam, &. 


(Signed) "HORACE WALPOLE. 














Inclosure in No. 217. 


Government of Indin to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(elezraphie.) 
(Secret) Caleutta, March 26, 1902, 
MY telegram of 14th March: French flag. 
rench Consul, in letter to Cox, 
no intention of subjecting Oman subj 
right conferred on ‘them by Brussels Act, the right of surv incl police over 
vessels bearing Fronch flag. Cox suggests issue by Sultan of Notification to the effect 
that, as result of diseussion between Sultan and Goveraments of Britain and France, 
it has been decided that in Muscat territory vights. of foreign flag-holders are same as 
those of other Muscat subjects, 1 hardly think that Notification is necessary. or 
desirable at x ul should be wlad to hear if Brench Consuls action is con 
firmed by French Government, 
Cox’ letter was forwaril 











that French have 
ad only claim the 





























with my 





seretary’s letter of 20th March, 





No, 218, 


Anthopoulo Pasha (o the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 26.) 







VAMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses nts a Marquis de 
Lansdowne et se référant 4 ses préeédentes commun Je mémo sujet a 
Vhonneur de porter i ln connaissance de sa Seignentie les faits suivants, 

Le Commandant du 7° Corps «’Armée a informé télésraphiquoment fa Sublime 
Porte que les Commissaires Ansla vie aiyee leurs eolldgiies 
Ottomans sur Ia délimitation des possessions de ms le Yémen, du edté 
Aden, contestent les droits du Gouvernement Lnpérial sur le torritoire qui s*étend de 
Silt-ul-hardebé a la ville de “ Kaateb,” en se basant sur un Birman dont le texte a 
&té totalement aitéré et qui par conséquent est dénué de toute valeur, alors que les 
Commissaires Ottomans leur exhibent des documents tant. anciens que nouveaux ot 
des inscriptions des registres fiscaus établissant dl ideo iregousabllé doa droits dat 
Gouvernement Impérial sur le terri 

Nonobstant ees documents, dont Vauthenticié ne saurait etre mise en doute, 
Sa aes out voulu se rendre, les armes A la main, dans les villages 

1528) 
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tout prs du camp des troupes Impériales et sont allés jusqu’a tirer sur Jes gendarmes 
qui sopposaient pacifiquement & leur passage, f 
11 tessort en outre de In teneur de la lettr aux autorités militaires 
Ottoman par te Colonel Anglais Wahab, que celui-ci a Vintention de faire oecuper 
par les troupes plaeées sous ses ordres Vendroit désigné comme “ Mifari,” dépendant de 
Djebel-i-Djihaf, et quelques autres points situés 1 quelques centaines de métres du 
camp Ottoman, i" y 
Bn vue des faits qu t chargé par la Sublime 
Porte de demander au Gow unig yer 4 sex Commissaires des 
ordivs eatégoriques leur enjoignant de ne plus souleve 
qui ne s'appnient sur aucune preuye Iégale ct de stentendre 
Ottomans afin qu'auenn em s 


Ambussaite Impériale de Turquie, Londres, 
Te 26 Mavs, 1902, 





No. 219, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 26.) No. 221", 


(No, 21) a i 
(Slegrnph Tehran, March 26, 1902. Poretan Oftce te Taais Ofte 


T LEARN that the Russian Minister of Finance has insisted that the signature of Foreign Office, March 26, 1902, 


Petersbureh. ‘The Grand conseqitel ait 2. i 
AEA Ig a PASM iaeiN ae alee ative Oe ete 


i nna ae, note from the ‘Turkish Ambassador,t complaining that the British ‘members of the 

Mulk lave signed the contract, 12,000,000 roubles being the actual amount of the oR ten Dall qaitatigh (Gorin tats claizo/ es ee ae pitti territory GO the ninbidtiDehy, 

loan, ‘certain localities hitherto occupied by Turkish troops, and that: those localities have 
been entered by British detachments, 

Tam also to inclose a copy of Lord Lansdowne's reply,t in which his Lordship 
calls the serious attention of the furkish Government to the occurrences on the Dthali 
frontier reported in the inclosures in your letters of the 17th nd 20th instant. 

Tam to suggest, for Lord George Hamilton's consideration, that the British 
Commissioners should he instructed to report on the matters complained of in 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. Anthopoulo Pasha’s note, 





No, 220, 


Tam, &e. 


(No. 98.) (Signed), HI. SANDERSON, 
Foreign Office, March 26, 1902 
TILAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No. S1 of the Mth instant re 
to the offer of finaticialassistanice by Iis Majesty’s Government to the Government of 
Porsia and the negotiations for a further Russian loan to Pe 
approve the communication whieh you made to Count Lamstorif in regant to 
colleney’s Memorandum of the 27th ultimo, 








‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C, Scott. 


(No, 95.) 

Si, Foreign Office, March 26, 1902, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 75 of the Sth instant and previous despatches, 

1 trausnuit to your Exeelleney Herewith copies of eorrespondence® with the India Office 


© Nos. 139, 159, and 285, t No. 154. 
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relative to the complaints of the alleged oceupation of Mirjawa by officers of the 
Government of India. 

T request that you will inform the Russian Government with reference to the 
communication made to me by the Russian Chargé d’Affaires on the 24th ultimo and 
56, that as the resulé of inqui made by the Indian 
British post has been established in the neighbourhood 
imed by the Government of Persia. ‘This: 
iple, has not been delimited on the spot, 
id down are found to be 





























heen de 
of ownership. and orde! 
In the two tele: 












ven. 
croy of India of the 3rd instant, inelosed in the 
stant, attention is called to the proceedings of 











Consul in Seistan, 
ould wish lleney to rey 





ent to the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in a friendi, the inconvenience and trouble caused by the move 
‘of M. Miller with an armed escort in the immediate nity of the Baluchistan frontier, 
and to point out that a state of unrest is thereby created which might entail upon the 
Government of India considerable expenditure in ioning reinforcements of troops 
along the border. 

You should remind Count Lamsdorff of the complaint which the Russian Govern- 
gent made in November 1894, with regard to the journey of Colonel Yate with an 
‘armed escort near the Russian frontier in Khorassan, as reported in Sir I, Lascelles” 
telegram No, 128 of the 28th of that month. 

‘Phe request of the Russian Government was at once complied with on that 
occasion, and [is Majesty’s Government trast that the present representation will meet 
with an equally favourable response. 


























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 222, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 27.) 


THB Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 24th March last, relating to the presence of the French ship 
“ Cati ”* at Muscat. 


India Office, March 25, 1902. 

















——— 


Inclosure in No. 222, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic,) ; India, March 24, 1902. 
YOUR telegram 18th March : Muscat, 


Foreign Office think detention of “Catinat” is probably connected with super- 
vision of Suri dhows flying French flag, 


















No. 22 





India Office to Voreign Ofice—(Received March 27.) 









THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents 
Secretary of State for Foreign All 
forwards erewith, for the informatio 
a letter from the Foreign Secretar 
proceedings of M. Miller aud 
frontier. 


Indin Office, March 26, 1902. 


his compliments to the Under- 
1s, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

te Seerctary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Calcutta, dated the6th March 
Belgian Customs officials on 4 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 






Major Benn to Government of Indi 









(Confidential) Seistan, January 31, 1902, 

IN continuation of my Confidential telegram, dated the 27th instant, 1 have the 
honour to submit the folloising report. 

During the month of December 1901 I received a communication from the 

Political Assistant, Chageh, requesting n.e, in view of the possible presence of troops at 

Robat Killa in the near futtre, to arrauge to send certain supplies toRobat, Treccived 

fat the same tine, under the charge of one Raza Mubaymad, sixteen camels, which, 

it way Captain Webby Ware's intention, should ply to anid fro between Seistan and Robat 
the requisite quantity of provisions hal been collected at the latter place. 

As the Government of India are aware, the exportation of supplies to Robat is 
permitted by the Persian Government to a limited extent only, and axa concession, Tt was, 
therefore, with some difficulty, and only on account of the frieully relations exist 
Vetween ‘myself and M, Molitor, the Customs Director here, tlat Twas able to 
induce him’ to sanction the export of such a large amount as Captain Webb Ware 
required all at once, Kinally, M, Molitor gave me three customs passes for three 
journeys of sixteen camels each, and promised me others when this quantity had been 
Uelivered at Robat. 

‘wo joumeys had been made, and the third lot of supplies was ready to start when 
the Customs official at Lutuk (where te supplies were hein collected) refused to accept 
the third pass, saying that he liad received orders trom M. Molitor not to allow any more 
provisions to leave Scistan for British territory 

4. When this news reached me hy special sowar from Lutuk [went over to see 
M. Molitor, and asked hin if he could explain the action of the Customs Mirza at 
Latuk, T pointed out to him that by a telegram, dated the 12th September, 1901, fro 
the Administrator-General of Customs in Tehran (copy attached for ready: reference), 
the exportation of supplies to British territory was permitted, that a copy of this tele- 
gram had heen sent, for my intormation, by His Britannic Majesty’s ConsulsGeneral at 

(that it was the result of representations male by His Britannic Majesty's 
er in Wehran to the Administrator.General of Customs, Tadded that as I had 
received no intimation of the cancelling of that order, 1 eoucluded that his employé at 
Tautuk must have made some mistake. M. Molitor assured me that no mistabe had been 
riade, and that he had issued the strictest orders against the exportation of all provisions 
to British territory for the futur 

L asked hini if 1 might report, by way of explanation to my Government, 
who wopld uaturally be surprised at the sudden cessation of supplies, that he was 
in possession of formal orders cancelling the recent permission granted by the Customs. 
authorities in ‘Tehran, and prohibiting the exportation of supplies for the future. 

He said that tie stoppage of supplies was due to two causes: partly to certain 
instructions he lad received trom Meshied, but mainly on account of a letter he had 
received from Captain Webb Ware, Political Assistant Chageh. 


















































































































































5. It will be seen from a reference to the attached telegram that the exportation of” 
certain supplies was permitted on the condition that we should give in return water from 
the Robat ‘Thana for the proposed Customs post in Koh-i-Malik Siah, 

M. Molitor argued that his recent visit with me to Koh-i-Malik Siah had proved 
that Robat Killa was situated too far from the point where he thought of establishing 
a Customs post to permit of water being given from our Thana in the terms of the 
above agreement, and that, as he had now received formal orders to construct a well 
at Koh-i-Malik Siah, the natural deduction was that the Customs authorities at Tehran 
considered that 0 rt of the compact had not been fulfilled, and that, therefore, their 
obligation with regard to supplies also ceased. 

Ttold him that I thouzht a deduction which he had arrived at from correspondence 
with his Department, of which [ was entirely ignorant, could seareely he accepted as an 

ficial order cancelling the exportation of provisions to British territory, added that, 
as I was in possession of only one order on the subject, namely, the one sanctioning the 
export, and as he could produce no official communication caneclling that order, 
T should feel myself justified in acting on the only official record T was in pos 
‘session of, 

M, Molitor would not aecept my arguments, and informed me that he had arranged 
for a cordon of troops supplied hy the Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk of Scistan to prev 
passage of supplies out of Seistan to Robat. 

6, He then said that, whether he was in possession of a fresh order cancel 
previous one or not, the letter hie had received from Captain Webb Ware at on 
hhim in & position to defond his action in refusing permission for provisions to 
oar Thanas on the trade route. He presumed that I had received a copy of Captain 
Webb, Ware's letter, ish he showed me the office seal of the Chasel office and 
Captain Webb Ware's signature {0 convinee me, he would sot, allow me to know its 
contents. He told me that the letter would be forwarded to the Persian Government 
(it has sinew 1s aud that it would ‘create a sensation” whon it reached 
them, 























































7. As Thad not 1 favoured with a copy of Captain Webb Ware's communicat; 
nor even apprised of its dispatch (the letter was sent under private arrangements 
to Scistan, aid not in, my Consular bag to Robat), was not in a position to argue with 
M. Molitor on this point, nor could I offer any protest against his action on this seor 
Alihough T was inclined to infer from M, Molitor's reluctance to disclose the contents of 
the letter, and the mysterious air he assumed with regard to it, that he was, perhaps, 
exaggerating what he termed its *bellicose” nature, yet, as I was ignorant of its cone 
tents, it was impossible for me to defend 

Tasked M, Molitor, however, as a personal fayour, to allow the arrested caravan to 
procecil, and this he agreed to do, warning me that it must be the last, He has sinee 
sent me an official letter to the above effect. 

In conclusion, I argued that the most reasonabl 























nul at the same time the most 












friendly, course to pursue seemed to me to be to allow matters to remain in statu quo, 
vending’ the receipt of more definitr instructions from Tehran, M. Molitor regretted 





that hie could not accept my proposal. 

ice the above conversation took place, an agent of the Sainiak shopkeeper has 
arrived here to report that a large number of supplies, which he hat collected for the 
Saindak ‘Thana and paid for, had been arrested by the Customs employé at Tutuk, 


















M. or has refused to allow them to pass 

8, [gather from M. Molitor’s conversation that the tone of Captain Webb Ware's 
otter hias much incensed him, and that it is the letter alone which ins prompted him to 
take the very unfriendly step that he has now done, Some time before its receipt (vide 








latter part of my telegram dated the 16th January , 

e Russian Vice-Consul had pointed out to hii that the Administrator-General of 

n of the 12th September might be interpreted as M, Molitor has now 

J hie asked me to write at once to Meshed Uy obtain an mneonditional 

for our ‘Thanas from Tehran through Colonel Chenevix-rench, 

‘and Lam in hopes tliat some arrangement may already have been 

prese But 1 feel convinced that” had it not been for 

o's letter, M. Molitor would have ignored the hostile suggestions of 

ihe lias now atopted. 

9. As matters now stand Robat and Saindak must he considered as cut off trom 
supplies as faras Scistan is concerned. i 

10, [have ventured te hist in detail in order to show that 

the present situation Has been-eveated which Lave had no control, 


[152s] BY 


M. Molitor warned me privately 
















interpreted it, and 
ise of stppli 
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and (0 prove that. the friendly relations, which I as enjoined to eultivate with the 
Guatomslotficer in Seistan and which T had sveceeded in establishing (cide the reports in 
the Seistan diaries), have not been ruptured through any action on my part. That 
MM. Molitor is now hostile to us there can be no doubt, that he has already given good 
proof that he is inclined fo listen to the Russian, View: Consuls unftiendly counsels. 
Penta venture to remark, that under such hostile influence, the interests of the Nusbkt 
trade route are at stake. 

11. Tn conclusion I would respectfully submit, for the consideration of the Govern- 
nent of Indin, that any correspondence, from, the Political Assistant, Chageb's office, 
affecting Seistan or addressed to is, with whom it is essential for me, in 
the interests of the trade route, to keep on friendly terms, should be submitted through 
my office, or al Teast that the nature of su ions sould be previously made 
Keown tome. For the Vice-Consul in Seistan to be kept in ignoranee of such corre 
spondence, miht, 1 would respeettully submit not only, place hin rrassing, 
position, bul also complicate tie political situation for bit, 

12, Copies of this letter have heen sent to the Agent, to the Governor-General 
jn Baluchistan, and to His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General for Khorasau and 
Soistan, 


eS 


Inclosure 2 in No, 223. 


Eateuct feom a Telegram from the Administrator-Ceneral of Customs in Tehran Co the 
Director-General of Customs in Khorassan andl Seiston at Meshed. 


Copie d'un téléyramme de Téliéran en date du 12 Septembre, 1901 — 


(a) Accord avec Legation Major Benn receyra instruction 
rechorcher aveo Molitor meilleur emplaement en territoire Persan 
jour notre Gtablissement Douanier, Kobat fouruira eau et par contr 
Ton mensuelle pour Robat de 6 kharwans faring, 12 kharwars orge, ot 25 Kharwars bhusa, 
moyennant acquittement des droits de sorti 


SS 


Inclosure 3 ib 
Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(elegraphiv.) Cateutta, February 23, 1902. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 16th instant 
No British troops are stationed anywhere along the frontier from Koh-i-Malik 
to Mashkhel, Tn fact, there are nione stationed anywhere between Nushkt and the 
frontier. 


ee 


Inclosure 4 in No. 228. 
Government of India to Colonel Yate. 


(Pelographie.) Cateutta, February 23, 1902. 
ROLLOWING telegram, dated the 16h instant, received from Sir A, Hare 

dinge — 

“Grand Vidier . . - . to Pe 

Tam replying that v6 British troops are. stationed on frontier referred to, and that 
infact, there are none stationed anywhere beyond Nusbki.  {t seems probable that 
Toport is due to Webh Ware's requisition ov Henn for supplies, “in view of possible 
Tntaenee of teeops at Kila Kobat in ueae tutar,” Do you know to what Webb Ware 
vrineee Please caution bitu-aggainst taking any steps ealeulated to cause uneasiness 
Among Persian ofiials, ot to arouse il-fecling of Customs olficers. | His letter of the 
Tah anuory hist ta Molitor was indiscreet, nd Benn gathers that Molitor’ presont 
tnfreudly atuitulo is mainly due to it—see paragtaphy 2 of your letter of the 
sit instauts, By ight bank of Migjava River we mean right bank Of Migjava, iver’ so 
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marked in maps, that is what you call the Dari Giaban, It is obvious from Hol 
Map and Agreement that we cannot claim anything beyond this river. Youshould make 
this clear to local officers. 


SS 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 223. 
Sir A, Hardinge to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 28, 1902. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 15th instant. e 
‘The Persian Government have telegraphed fresh orders against the prohibition of 
the export of grain to Robat, but have addressed nie a strong protest against Captain 
Webb Ware's occupation of Mirjava, ‘The protest states that Captain Webb Ware's 
alleged orders from Calcutta to. eject Persian officers by force, Am replyin 
sense of your telegram of the Ath mstont, Large seale maps referred to in. your 
Other telegram of the Sth instant are noted as not received in the covering despateh, 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 223. 
Government of India to Colonel Yate, 


(elegeaphie.) Calcutta, February 24, 1002, 
MY" telegram of the 29rd instant eat 
linge telegraphs on the 
bruary.” 
referred to’ was as follows :— 
Thee ae deseribed." 

een Parenter Teen ‘and Webb Ware of withdrawal of prohibition of grain export 

as Webb Ware said or done anything to give ground for the complaint that force 
may be used at Mirjawa? 


Inclosure 7 in No. 223. 


Major Benn to Government of India, 
(Confidentiat.) i i 
(Celegraphies) , Robat, Februney 4, 1902. 
MOLITOR is eneamped at yoint © in KobeicMalik Sinh—ride first patt of ny 
telegram Tofore leaving Seistan, he reminded Governor of order prohibiting 
export sian Consul did sane, Lateralso, it appears, encouraged quarantine 
doctor visit our frontier, represeuting T could. uot tour without provisions, 1 left 
Seistan Sth, At Lutuk feollocted supplies partly for iy tout, partly for use of Consular 
postal sovary and Consilate employ, who rogue, travel {0 Robat where sup 


lies are 
necessary for them, At Hurmak I received copy Webb Ware's letter to alto 


Molitor, 


referred to in my telegram No, 306 and paragraphs 6 ant 7 my letter No. 300, 


whieh Molitor Tad made m 

Molitor’s unfriendly action, whi 

whieh Molitor is very suscep 

retaliate for M, Cesati’s expulsion 

carry out Tehran orders reterred to ii my ‘No. 300 

‘AUpoint C Molitor arrested my caravan, Dut eventually released it, Molitor is 

digging nell, but has alco supply of ood water in hills mile distant. He holds distinet. 

onders sjare no expense establishing port KolieMalik Shinh Mo hd just returned 

from inspecting post at Duzab built hy Cesari, who liad confiseated British, pickaxes for 

this purpose, Custons Manshi, two somars, siow established Duzab, Cosa 

travelling with Allasul-Malk, who sas en roe meet Shovers at Mages, Jthand Khan, 
aan Chi iad ecient fom. Cea an went 4 Ladis to meet Molitor, but 

not fiuding him, sent his son offering services to meet Molitor a Raat 

traveller Milos was also at Ladis, i) 


contains noth 
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During shove conversation, Molitor again warned me confidentially that Koh: 
Malik Siah post was only veil for establishment of quarantine there, and that excuse of 
present temporary post might be seized to te it immediately. Please see latter 
part my teleg Failing its entire removal, we should insist on Koh. 
Malik Siah post responsible European in charge. Molitor 
hinted Cesari would do. T venture think it would also become necessary have British 
Ruropean Representative there with adequate escort to protect our interests. We 
slioutd also insist on reopening of Palangkoh route—ride paragraph 2, my diary 
Please see paragraph 7, my diary 26, Afghan Boundary Commissioner from Herat has 
arrived and camped on ground claimed by Persians also. T war Seistanis have killed 
‘an Afghan and plundered catile 

News now reaches me Miller lias gone to Afghan border, and Russian Engineer 
hilieet, Korniloff, is also there. Am returning Seistan, Have left supplies here for 
Nobaty and pressing necds of Saiudak post sul st until receipt of definite orders 
regarding export cereals from Seistan. 


Inclosure 8 in No, 223. 


Major Bonn to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
(ne ) Hurmak, Februnry 5, 
THERE is great dearth chopped straw known locally as bhnse ay Robat and 
ak ‘Thanas, {tis the only: grass foraze obtainable in country, ‘Thanadar, 
Robi, is in (raits, having sent portion of his stock to Saindak, whieh had 
1 understand) Mi ‘annot supply. Molitor, whom I saw to-day ab 
siden hiv ‘und rotuses” exportation, TE have never  s 
prohibiting exportation, and Molitor could not show it mes but it seems prohi 
‘ipplies only to wheat, not_coreals.and provisions, Molitor’s action is distinetly hostile, 
He remarked in conversation that Kol-i-Malik Siah post would eventually be Customs: 
post, Persian Cossack military outjiost, post-office, quarantine station, and rest-honse 
avellers. He already s his correspond ‘ith official seal engraved 
WoloieMalik Siah post. He remains in vamp till Ceswri returns from Sarhad. ‘There is 
nw doubt Kob-ieMalik Sialt post is seriously theant, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 2 


Major Benn to Government of India. 
(Confidential) 
(Telographie.) Huvmake, February 16,1902, 
SLY telegrams of 14th and 15th, 
n leaving Hurmiak to-day, T met Russian Consul’s baggage with large 
‘and nine Cossacks en route to Customs officer's camp at point C, in 
Tretumed to Murmak, Miller and Kornilofl, Russian, Engin 
arrived midday, [told Miller Tcould not allow him use Nushki route which 
bexan in KohsieMalik Siah, and if he crossed frontier south of Kol-i-Malik Sialt he 
mist be prepared for Indian authorities to ask him to retire, Miller denied my right to 
interfere in his movements, stating that he would go wherever th jan flag was 
flying at present, as faras new Customs post, whieh was naturally in Pes il. 1 told 
hiv Customs post was an illdofined and disputed territory, bei 
Sinl) ani only-a temporary one; and that to 
Government’ had permitted them oceapy a position in the vieinity of water, pending: 
selection of permanent site in undoubted Persian territory. T warned him it he went 
Doyond lay at the foot of K Malik h, he would 
travelling in southerly direction, and he would be doing so. in face of my representa- 
ins, Whieh might he iendly act, especially as it appears he was tourin| 
iy & region fieyond his jur Tventure to think, he had no vital interests 
He said he could not concern himself with temporary Customs posts or ill-defined 
boundaries, and mounting his horse he rode on, say that the matter might he referred 
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tomy Government, Miller's march here was so rapid and so sndden, I fear Robat officials 
had no time to take any action. 
‘All this confirms opinions expressed in former telegrams regarding use to which 

Gustoms post is likely to be put, Miller merely wants to make present visit test case, and 

wve way for quarantine and other measures detrimental to our trade route. Remembering 
fis past conduct on our border, could we not protest? Miller is reporting present ine 
dent immediately vid Meshed to Tehran doubtless in exaggerated terms. I hope this, 
my report, may reach there through Government of India before his, I venture think 
wre should protest against present temporary Customs post being used for extension 
hostile political influence or demand its removal at least to its former place at Hurmak, 
pending definite site being selected, Miller is Molitor’s guest, and latter's impartialit 
{s undoubtedly open to question, He wants more senior experieneéd and less parti: 
Customs official for important post on our frontier, Could definite orders be sent me 

srmitting me to oppose passage of foreign officials without passports beyond Hurmak 
Korniloft surveyed Sarabts-Seistan route, and now probably proceeds Sarhad. Copies 
of this and my telegrams of 14th and 15th have been posted to Meshed. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 228. 
Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Fort William, February 26, 1902, 
IN continuation of my telegram of the 15th instant, Tam directed. to forward, 
for your information, a eopy of a letter from Captain Webb Ware, describing the oceur- 
rence in which M. Cesari is said to have fired on one of the British Dutfadars of levies 
on the Perso-Baluch frontier. 
2 Captain Webb Ware has been informed that his letter of the 12th January 
last to M. Molitor, regarding the establishment of Persian Customs posts south of Koh-i- 
Malik Siah, was indiscreet, 


Inclosure 11 in No. 225, 


Colonel Yate to Government of Inia. 


‘OUR telegram of yesterday. 

T hinve called upon Webb Ware to answer your question, Your telegram of the 
25rd was replied to in my letter yesterday, Sinee then | have received Benn's telegrams 
of 14th, 15th, and 16th. 

jer's presence at Kol-i-Malik Siah is distinctly hostile to us, and, as Russians 
objected to British officers visiting Russian border in Khorassan, I trust Minister may by 
requested by telegraph to object to Russian officers visiting British border in Seistan 
nd Persian Baluchistan, With reference wo Benn’s request for British officer, Lam 
inotructing Webb Ware to proceed temporarily to RobatsieMalik Sin, [gree with Bonn 
we should demand that Customs at Koh AalikSiah should. be fsstclns bureau, and, 
in view of threatened Russian quarantine, I would ask that British Medical Officer be 
sent to Persian Customs post at Koli-i-Malik Sish at one 

‘As regards boundary, I trust that Holdich’s settlement north of Jalk may be repu- 
diated, and a fresh Joint Commission appointed to demarcate the frontier in accordance 
with ‘Durand’s ‘Tehran Agreement, as advocated in my letter yesterday. ‘To 
demand an entirely fresh settlement on the lines of Durand’s Agreement. appears to me 
‘our best chance. 

‘With reference to Duzdap, {suggest that Persian Government be informed that 
Indian Government claim equal rights to oceupy any place on undefined frontier oceu- 
pied by Persia pending final demarcati 

Makran and Sinjarani district y rising in importance, and I trust strongest 

[1528] 82 


(Telegey ic.) Quetta, Velruary 25, 1902, 





measures may be taken to secure Mirjawa and unrestricted communication along the 


frontier to Baluchistan, 
Thave had no re 
telegraph line from 








to my letter of the 14th October regarding extension of postal 


ly 
uushki to Dalbandin. I hope this has been sanctioned. 










Inclosure 12 in No. 223. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 





in Office, February 
y, protests against the 





v , supported by the Russi 
alleged occupation of Mirjawa and reported i 

sli posts at Duzab and Ladi 
the Protocol of the Persian-Balu 









hi Demarcation Agreement, 1896, and infringing the 
1888 and subsequently. 





Please warn Captai 
retraved, and telegraph the 





y [2 steps] which will have to be 
? 


















Inclosure 18 in No, 2 








‘THEE papers, specified in the margin® were transm 
Oflies, London, for the in 
of the Foreign 





ccretary, Political 
sty's Secretary of 


Department, nd 
State for India, 








otary’s Totter dated 











Inclosure 14 in No, 223, 
Sir A, Hardinge to Government of Iudia. 
rhvany February 26, 1902. 


T HAVE the honour to inform you that the following telegram vas sent to the 
ign Offiee to-day ; 








From the remarks made by the 
Persian protest to have heen 
I: of reports from their Viee-Consul in Seistan,”” 





n Minister to-day, Tsuspe 
ation on the stren; 
















Inclosure 15 in No, 229, 






Colonel Yate to Government of India. 





Quetta, February 24, 1902, 
pli S$ of my letter dated the 17th January fast, T have 
letter, dated the sth February’ last, 

ing the exact position of th 


REFERRING to para, 
the honour to forwar 
Captain, Webb Ware, giving particulars ro 
Tovated by him at Padaha. 
2, Heferring to paragraph 2 of my let 
Webly Ware yotuts out that & Cusioms gost stationed at the old tower of Migjawa 
f their water supply at 
ans are kept to the ri 
Captain Webb Ware’s Map, we shall 








7th instant, Captain 


ean deprive: the Pada 














aus defined by the lin 





the old on Paduka that we now have, 





Iroccwlings of the Iasi 
in couuectioa with th establisieeat of € 


wal for Seigtan and the 








10 16 of Corvespondence, 
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3, Since writing my letter of the 17th January last I have had the opportunity of 
perusing the Agreement signed by Sir Mortimer Durand and the Sadr-i-Azam at 
Tehran on the 27th December, 1895, regarding this boundary, and also the Memorandum 
attached to the map which accompanied the Agreement. 

‘The first thing I find is that nowhere is it laid down in that Agreement or Memo- 
randum that the line of the Talab River is to form the frontier. ‘There is no mention 
whatever in either document of either the Talab or Mirjawa Rivers, and Colonel Foldich 
and the Persian Commissioner, in fixing the boundary along these rivers without earrying 
ut «the careful survey of thie rezion adjacent to the frontier,” provided for in paragraph 5 
of the Agreement, appear to me to have exceeded their instructions. 

4. In the Memorandum it is Inid down ax follows 

“From Jalk the line will be drawn to Koh-i-Malik Sinh, leaving on the east certain 
groups of date groves, among which are Ladgasht. and Kalag. Such information as is 
available tends to show that the country north of Jalk is mainly desert. ‘The Commis- 

oners will effect « local settlement. on on on the ‘basis that Persia should 
receive approximately as much tertitory as will be left to the west of a line drawn 
straight from Jalk to Koh-i-Malik Siah.” 
A straight line drawn from dalk to Kob-i-Malik Siah shows that Colonel 

paper settlement gives much more land to Persia than she is entitled Lo, 
<othing shows this elearer than to place the map attached to the Tehran Agreement 
on the top of the map attached to Colonel Holdich’s printed Report, and there can be no 
Aoubt Colonel Holdich execeded his powers in thus deviating from the line laid down for 
him at Tebran, The argument regarding the Damanis is erroneous, as the Holdich lino 
does not effect the object it claimed to effect, and the Damanis are still in possession of 
Gate groves on both sides of it, If, therefore, Colonel Holdich’s paper settlement has 
not been formally ratified, I presume it can be repudiated and a fresh Commission 
arranged to demareatethe frontier from Jalk northwards on the lines of the ‘Tebiran 








































































cation by road between Robat-i-Malik Siah and the sem 
at Pasni is, [think, the main thing we require, Mirjava is important, ay it provides a 
ood water-supply and a source of supplies, Whether Duzdap is equally important as a 
Fink in the chain 1 do not know at present, and this ean only be settled by survey, 

T would beg to suggest that, if the Government of India are not in. possession 
of full aud complete information regarding the best road trom Robat-i-Malik Siah to 
Mirjawa, a native surveyor he dispatched at once to join Captain Webb Ware at 
Dalband orders to accompany that officer to the frontier, and to make a 
complete survey of all roads leading’ from KoheieMulik Siah to Mirjawa and also. on 
to Ladgasht. 























ince writing the above T have received your telegram of the 
‘This has licen duly’ communicated to Captain’ Webb Ware, for his infor 
guidance, 

2, Meanwhile, L woul beg to ask if there is 
paper settlement north of Jalk and up to Kobi 
its entirety ? 

If you will turn up the maps attached to Colonel Holdich's printed Report and put 
n top of the other, you will see how largely Colonel Holdich deviated from the line 
down for him, Both maps are on the same scale and on transparent paper, and the 
divergence is at once apparent. 

Thad not seen Sir Mortimer Durand’s Agreement when 1 first wrote on this subject 
ast month, and T was under the idea that the line of the Talab River had been fixed by 
him. [now find that this is not the ease, and that a line of frontier was agreed to by 
Sir Mortimer Durand and the Sadr-i-Azam well to the west of the Talab River and the 
Mastikel Haman, and it was alsv specially agreed at the same time that Persia was not 
to have more land than what lay to the west of the line then fixed. 

wy reovive careful consideratio 
Holdich and the Persian Commissioner exceeded 
ment between 
rnment of India has perfect liberty to decline 
deviation, and fo demand tha 








eason why Colonel Holdich's 
Malik Sinh should not be repudiated in 








one 


























to recog 
the terms of te Tehran Agreement be adhered to. 
Up to dalk the houndary was surveyed, Beyond that no proper survey was made, 


ould bave been done in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Agreement, and no 



































. Trust that it will le possible for the Government of India to inform the Persian 
Government, through His Majesty's Minister, that they, cannot recognize the work of 
the Joint Commission further north from alk, as the Commissioners beyond that 

to adhere to the terms the two Governments, and that a fresh Joint 
Commission must, therclore, Le appointed to carry out on the spot 

arrived al at Tehran regarding the line to the north of Jalk, of whic 
‘of India adhere in its entirety. - 

4, With reference to the question in your telegram reply I think the only 
troops to whieh Captain Webb Ware could’ have alluded are those of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Showers! excort. 

Tt is possible that if Jikand Khay, Damani, does not surrender to the Governor- 
General of Kerman and restore the property plundered by him at Kuntdar last year, th 
joint Persian and British force now at Maxas may hare to move north to coerce 
him. 



















the 




















5. With reference to the concluding sentence of your telegram, I would beg to point 
out that there is no mention of the Darigiaban River in either Colouel Holdich’s Agree- 
ment or the map attached to his printed Report ; and that ars to me that we are 
right in claiming. the real Mixjava Riser as the river of the Agreement, t 
Persians acknowledge our right in this respect, ‘This point, however, is immaterial at 
present if the original Tehran Agreement is taken up afresh, as T trust it will be. 


















Se 


Tnclosure 16 in No. 223, 


Captain Webb Ware to Captain MeConaghey. 






(Confident 
TAA 


1.) Dalbandin, February 8, 190 
i the hovour to acknowledge receipt of your office indorsenent, C 
dential, dated the 28th January, last forvarding a copy of Foreign Department's 
eram, dated the 2at January, on the subject of the frontier in the vicinity of 

ved by me to-day, aiid (0 attach a copy of the orders which T have trans 
ib Tahsildar, Sardar Mubammad Anwar Khan, in connection therewith, 
Which will, 1 trust, mect with the Honourable the Agent to the Goyernor-General's 
approval. 

‘9, When the Naib Talisildar met M, Cesari at Ladis on the 17th January, the latter 
informed ham that he proposed paying mea visit on my arrival at Padaha, Should 
M, Cesari, therefore, defer action until then, and if he questions me on the subject, I 
will inform him that’ he is at liberty to establish « Customs post on the right bank of the 
Mirjava River, You will note that meanwhile the Naib absildar has received strict 
injunctions that he i ny opposition to any. proceedings which are confined 
10 thee right bank of 

3. In connection with the orders just transmitted to me, might 1 venture most 
respectfilly to call attention to the fict that the official boundary map shows the 
Darigiaban River as the Mirjana, and also that a Customs post stationed at, or 
immeiliately above, the old toner of Mixjawa can deprive the Levy. post of their water- 
‘supply: at any moment, 

4, Ae x qieation would appear to have risen as fo the exact postion of the Padaba 
Levy post, | take the opportunity swhich offers of saying that, to the best of my belie it 
is situated at, or near, letter D of the word Padaha—ride map attached to my tast year's 
Report, 
















































Tnelosure 17 ind 
Captain Webb Ware to Sardar Mihummad Anwar Khan. 


Chageh (undated). 
WHEN 1 depated you to Padaha in connection with M, Molitor’ visit, T instructed 
‘you to discourage any altempt which he might make to establish a Customs post in that 
ity pendin, wipt of orders from Government as to the alignment followed by 
the frontier in the yivinity of Mirjawa, 








© Vide map attached to wy Considental is iis fort 1900-1801, 
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Further orders will be transmitted to you at alater date; meanwhile, I write to tell 
Zou that instructions reached me today that we lave no ight to auy Iai on the right 
ok of the Mirjawa River, and that this includes the old fort of Mirjava. The Persians 
have full liberty to do anything they wish there, and you are not to interfere with any 
proceedings confined to the right bank of the river, or with the establishment of & 
Customs post th 
Every inhabitant of the Mirjana Valley kno 
how it rans; you cannot, therefore, 
which I now trausmit to you, 
jeoktt ae instructed to/make Sardar Mutianad Rojo Khan aeyuainted with these 
orders 














s where the Mizjawa River begins and 
‘bly make any mistake in regard to the orders 








Tnclosure 18 in No. 223, 


Colonel Yate to Government of dutia. 





(Telegraphic,) Quella, February 28, 1902, 

RENN’S telegram of 18th, y 

L trust protest may be made at ‘Tehran regarding fine inflicted on camelnen and 
refund of money demanded. If not refunded, caravans will he frightened off trade 
route a whole thingelosed, I would also ask for demand for immediate establish- 
ment of firstselass Customs bureau at Kohsi-Malik Siah ; nothing but strongest measures 
will apparently put a stop to prevent annoyances. 1 trust Government. of India 
demand recall of Cesari for firing at Webb Ware’s Dufladar of lev 




















Inclosure 19 in No, 223. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


Quetia, February 28, 1902, 






ential, Camp Robat, 

sian flax at joi 
ack north of KoliieMalik Sial alh, where he also hoisted 
flag. When F arrived at point C, where I hiad already sent my eamp to wateh his mo 
ments, Miller and Molitor were starting: former for Divanchab, latter for Seistan 


























Mo ish earavan 10 rupees per eamel for lin ken short ent fy 

British territo 5 nil this 1 voidel his post in 
Kohsi-Malik Siah, which is not a post for recovery of dues, whieh are recoverable 
in only. Tsaid short cuts from main route to Seistan branched off in British and 











on on the trade route east of Robaty £ 
could not guarantee’ caravans following main route from Nushki to Robat, said! 1 
would inform Indian authorities of his wish and could guarantee earavans passing his post 
afier leaving Robat, [added that now that earavans could get no supplies at Robat, i 
was perhaps natural they should avoid Koli-i-Malik Siah ronte for shorter one, whieh also 
had good grazine, Molitor refused aceept this, and left, saying, if he tined: present 
offenders, it would provent repetition of the offence, Molitor also prevents flocks sheep 
passing in direction of Robat. 1 vould point out unfiiendliness of tis behaviour 
generally. 

“Regarding present situation generally,’ T would again submit, for eousideration ot 
Government, that Miller having now paved the way for further hostile intrigues on on 
border also with one Russian officer in Sarha, another iv Seistan, Dr, Miller also 

lly. attitude, it 
handed, anid 
































rest being on treasure quad, Sc 

India, T would again urge temporary | 

strengthen my hand and give confidence to traders 
© As matters now stand, caravans arriving Robatfind no supplies. Owing to Customs 

order they are liable to intimidation at Customs post fu Kole Malilé Sial, and are then 


(1828) A 




















Qt 


fined for avoiding latter. I met four large enravans of supplies going to point C. 
‘These may be for Tehran Cossacks force said to be arriving here immediately. Miller 
hearing of Webb Ware's and Showers’ probable approach, doubtless wishes te 
emphasize fact that Koh-i-Malik Sial is open door in view perhaps of continuation of 
Russian Sarakhs-Seistan Duzab to Charbar. Later Miller and Korniloff have 
returned Seistan. I am now starting for Seistan also.” 












Tnclosure 20 in S 
Sir 4. Hardinge to Government of India. 


‘Tehran, March 1, 1902, 
GABTATN WEBB WARE appears to have warmed M. Molitor that Persian 
offiints would be fired at if they eatne south of Hormuk. Persians wish to build out- 
post on Persian side of Tine close to Koh-i-Malik Siah, and T do not see ths 

Tpieet, Ihave, therefore, told Benn to inform Molitor that, as far as this Legatio 
concerned, the wction to their doing $0. 












Tnelosure 21 in No. 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Quelt, 

YOUR “telegram of the Sth instant sas forwarded on 
Webb Ware, and { have now the honour to forward eopy of that 
subject of the 16th instant. 








SS 





Inclosure 22 in No. 2: 


Cuptain Webb Ware lo Captain MeConaghey. 





February 16, 1902. 


Camp Mera 
receipt of your indorsement, Confidential, dated 
ik Siah frontier, and, in reply, to 

wave een note 








[HAVE the honour to acknowedge th 
theGth instant, on the subject of the Mirjawa-¥ 
ay tliat, while the eontents of the 
iiidance, Major Benn has becn misinformed, 

Tn October last year T contemplated the advisability: of stat 
Robat levies at Duzlap in n with affairs in Sahad, and on the 4th of that 
inyonth Fadl nthe subject; but on matters resuming their normal 
tupeet, che Thonadar was adviged by me that the stop 1 had in contemplation was 
saammeeasary, ‘These orders, whicl are dated ths 4th Novessber, 1901, are the last insaed 
on the subject, and remain tinchanged. 

Aight T venture to reyuest that you will make the foregoing: known to the Fi 
Oftive. 











ioning some of the 


















— 
Tnelosure 23 in No, 223. 
Government of India to Colonel Yate. 


(Pelogeaphics), Calcutta, March 3, 1902. 
THIS Majesty's. Secretary of State totograpls, dated the 25th February last :— 
‘Phe Persian Goyerument « . « «of alfauns, = 
‘Aeopy of our reply is being seut fo you by post. Please warn Captain Webb Ware 

accordingly. 








———— 





Inclosure 24 in No. 





Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) Calcutta, March 8, 1902. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 26th February regarding Mirjawa, 
soit the Paves sent with Foreign Seeetarys letter, dated the 5th December, 

1. 

Colonel Holdich in 1896 only surveyed and demarcated the boundary to pillar 11. 
Thence to Kol-ieMalik inh boundary was merely deseribed and” marked on 
inaccurate map. ‘There are no pillars on this part of the line, and recent surveys throw 
doubt on point where the line leaves the river, and show that line on his map from this 
point to Koh-iMalik Siah does not follow watershed according to intention of the 
Kereement. Captain Webb Ware, apparently holding Ladis River to be Mirjawa 
River, scemis to have built a post at Padaha, opposite Mirjawa on right bank of ‘Talab. 
In communicating the Persian protest Sir A. Hardinge in November suggested the 
demareation, We have agreed in letter, dated the 10th February, explaining the 
position, and making sizwestions as to the line the houndary should folloy. | We also 
rarned Colonel Yate that we could claim nothing on the right bank of the Talab and 
Miriawn Rivers, and that no attempt should be made to build post. at Duzlap, Sir A. 
Hardinge was informed. ‘These orders will now be repeated, 

Recent reports from Seistan show that the Russian Vice-Consul is. actively 
‘encouraging local Belgian ollicials to establish Customs posts on our border and to make 
difficulties about Customs Regulations. 

On the 16th February, 1902, M. Miller, with Russian Engineer Korniloff and nine 

was at Hormuk ‘on the vay to join M, Molitor at Koh-i-Malik Sinh, and 
(raveller, M. Milos, was at Tadis, M. Molitor informed Major Benn 
ately that Customs post av Kob-i-Malik Sih would also be Cossack and quarantine 
post. 

Could refer again to my telogram of the 14th October, 1901, a1 
this opportunity should be taken to protest axainst tours of Russian officials along our 
border. We are anxious for fair and reasonable settlement, of uncertain boundary, but 
‘we shail be unable to sccure this if Russian Consul is permitted to march about stirring: 
Up political trouble. itis conduct appears to us to be distinetly unfriendly, hi 
telegram, which is addressed to the Secretary of State, London, has been repented to- 
Sir A, Hardinge, 'Tebran, 







































suggest. that 












SS — 





Inclosure 25 in No. 223, 


Government of India to Colonel Yate. 


(elegraphie.) Caleutta, Murch 8, 1902. 
SEE. your telegram dated the 25th February and my Secret. telegram of 
to-day. 

T have repeated to you to-day a copy of a telegram sent to Major Benn. Please 
communicate 2 copy of it to Captain Webb Ware, and direct him to act strictly in 
Accordance with its terms, ‘There is no necessity to send Webb Ware to Robat, and 
jis presence there is probably undesirable ; but as it is clear that hhis post at Padaba, if 
on Fight bank of Talab River, is outside our boundary, please dircet him to report 
‘thether he eannot withdraw it quietly and build his post on opposite and left banks, which 
is clearly within our limits, 

‘Your suggestions about Duzdap and the boundary Agreement in your telegram 
of 25th are quite inadmissible, ax you will see from my telegram to Benn and 
previous communications. 

"The Government see no necessity at present for sending British medical officer to 
Seistan, since no quarantine has yet been imposed. Question of extension of telegraph 
fine to, Dalbandin is under separate consideration in connection with alignment of 
through line from India to Kerman, 
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Tnclosure 26 





































Government of India to Major Benn. 





(Telegraphic.) Calcutta, March 3, 1902. 

Your telegram of 16th February and previous telegrams. 

Minister Wehran has ‘been addressed about demiareation of boundary, Mean 
while, please hear in wnind that whatever doubts exist as to exact position of boundary 
Detween point where it leaves Talab River and Kob-i-Malik Siah, we cau, under 
Holdich’s Agrecment, claim nothing on right bank of ‘Talab and its head waters, 
which you call DaricGiahan, Recollect also that if post at Padaha is on right 
Yank it is in Persian territory, and that under existing Agreement we have no 
claim whatever to Duzdap, IS0, that we cannot object to a Customs post at Ziarat 
Malik Sih Koh or point C, if latter is outside our boundaty, You should 
certainly not atiempt to s ‘eign travellers at Hormuk or anywhere else in 
Persian’ territory, and should not object to Russian Vice-Consul’s movements, but 
merely report thin fully. India to protest, if this is thought 
necessary. 

Tadd, for your 
intention “of sending, Persian Cossack 
permitting export of grain to Robat, You r 
Tie Webb Ware svi he told. not to communiente, with Persian or Belgian of 
except throuzh you, Meanwhile, euleayour vate friendly relations with Molitor, 
‘and if Persian Cossacks are used anywhere at Customs posts on border, report at once 
Doth to Minister and to us. 

Repeated to Agent, Governor 




























ormation, Hat Persian Goyesnment 
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1) inform ¢ 


¢ distinetly repudiated any 
ir orders 
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Government of Iulia to Sir A. Hardinge. 





Calcutta, March 3, 19 


(Totegraphic) Please 


AM direet 










conve 
repeating their orders for the supply of grain fo Robat, Yow ean assure them that no 
orders have heen given to Webb Ware as supposed, and that there is no intention of 
encroaching on Persian territory. Captain Webb Ware's post appears to be not at 
Mirjawa, but at Padabaon bank of Talab River, though on the right, instead of on the 
left, bunk, Our letter of 10th Bebruary, explaining position, will shortly he received 


by you. 























Inclosure 28 in No, 223. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Helegraphie.) Gateutta, March 3, 1902, 
PLEASE refer to my telegram of to-day rezarding Mirjawa, 
‘Phe following telegram received from Major Benn, dated Robat, the 18th 
February :— 
“My telegrams 14th... . . here immediate 
Previons telegrams referred t0 descrilic how Russian Vice-Consul, M, Miller, with 
M, Koruiloif and nine Cossacks, was at Hormuk, about to follow the Belgian Molit 
to place selected by latter for Customs post close to Robat, and described by Major 
Benn as point C, [think the strongest protest should be addressed to Russian Gove 
mont against Miller's threatening and bellicose attitude, his indefensible procedure 
ng Russian (lag, and bis unealled-for interference in matter, viz,, site of C 
post, whieli concerns British and Persiay Governments alon 
1 abo suggest that Sir A. Hardingo should he instructed to inform the Persian 
Goverument of what we haye heard, aud to say that, while we entertain the most 
friendly sentiments towards Persian Government, have no desire to encroach, and 


























































are anxious to settle any local disputes in amicable spirit, it is intolerable that 
their Customs officers on our border should, with the open support of Russian officials, 
adopt 60 hostile an attitude, and I think hhe should press for recall of both Molitor 
and Cesari, and substitution of more sensible and reliable men, Otherwise, we shall 
be compelled, as Major Benn suggest, to station troops along this border to protect our 
interests, 


This telegram has been repeated to Sir A. Hardinge and addressed to the Secretary 
of State. 





Tnclosure 29 in No, 223, 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


(Extract.) February 27, 1902. 

AS to the boundary question, I see nothing for it but to repudiate Holdich in ¢oto, 
80 far as the boundary to the north of Jalk is concerned, He had no authority to depart 
from the line laid down for him at Tehran, and our insistance ou the maintenance of the 
Tehran Agreement is the one chance we have of foiling the present Russian deadaset 
against us. I would, therefore. decline to accept Holdich’s settlement to the north of 
Jalk at all events, and wire to Tehran to that effect, and then get a fresh settlement, de 
noto, at our leisure, [have written strongly on the subject, and T hope I shall be backed 
up, as it is the Russians we are fighting, not the Persians, 




















Fort William, March 5, 1902. 

A copy of the foregoing telegram is forwarded to the Honourable the Agent to 

the Governor-General in Baluchistan, for information, in continuation of the telegram 
n Department, dated’ the 3rd March, 1902. 








No. 224, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 21.) 


(No. 22.) 
(Tolegrap 





% Tehran, March 27, 1902 
with reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 24, and date 
26th instant, that I may sueceed in obtaining the two first Concessions, and pro 
the third one also. We might secure the other points specified (with the exception 
of Nos. and 7) later, but, in view of the increase of Russian influence as a eonse= 
quence of the séeond loan, it will he very difficult to obtain No. 6. 

For the moment the best course to adopt, in my opinion, would be to restrict our 
efforts to obtaining Nos. 1 and 2. When a copy of the Tabroez Road Concession 
(signed a week ago by the Shah) reaches my hands, it may he possible to secure the 
other points by preferring « claim for all the rights which the Russian Road Company 
will enjoy under the terms of the above Concession, ‘ 

Yo carry out in an effective manner the Arabistan Road scheme, [ imagine that « 
capital of 100,000, will prove rather small. 























No, 225. 






Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, . Foreign Office, March 27, 1902. 
WITH reference to my letter of the Yist instant, I am directed by the Marquess of 

Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a note from the Turkish Ambassador,® containing. 


+ No. 200, 
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further complaints of the proceedings of the British members of the Aden Delimitation 
Commission. 

Tam to request that the Secretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
swith his observations on Anthopoulo Pasha’s note. 





Tam, &. 


| (Signed) "T.-H. SANDERSON, No. 225%." 





Foreign Office to India Office. 
No. 22 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1902. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence I am directed by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to transmit herewith a copy of a note from the Turkish Ambassadort con- 
taining further complaints against the action of the British members of the Commission. 
who are delimiting the frontier in the neighbourhood of Aden. Tam to request, that, 
Lord Lansdowne may be favoured with Lond George ‘Hamilton's observations on this 
ni 





Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansiowne.—(Received Marci 





LAMBASSADEUR de Turquie prés 
\ Lansdowne, et Vhonneur d'informer sa 
Ministériel du 26 Mars courant, le Vali 
Anglais ont fait savoir ) leurs coll) 
‘sions concerns 
Locality font p 
Porte considdy 
point part 
quils ayaient deman 
suspenidues. 

Cette attitude des Commissaires Anglais pouvant différer les tr: 
tion, Anthoponlo Paeha pric s de youloir bien envoy 
los instructions nécessaires dans lo sens quiil a déja développé 
communications, 

tuiassnide Imperiale te Turquie, 

Londres, le 27 Mars, 1902, 





mpliments au M: 
que dapr's un 

© que les Con 
is qu’ils ne pourront admottre leurs 
lint ct Djcbel. i, et quills disent que ces 
Dali on se prévalant de pi la Sublime 
‘ive sins valour réelle. Comme ils ont prendront 
Jn Commission Mixte jusqu vce des instructions 
A leur Gouvernement, les ddl ions ont di étre 



























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 





. H. SANDERSON. 














‘aux de délimita 
fe qui de droit 
lans ses préeédentes 
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Anthopoulo Pushu to the Marquess of Lansitowne-—(Received March 28.) 






UAMBASSAD: 
Lamsidowne, et so re 
uy dos ineldents 
jufornier qu’en 
ouveenementy il 






UR de Turguie présente ses compliments an Marquis 
mnt i In note verbale qu'il lui a adressée Te 26 Mars couran 

la délimitation de la frontidre du Yémen, a Vhonneur de 
instructions complémentaires quil vient de recevoir de son 
devoir de dé que Waprés des commun s du 


























Gouve du. Yémen, les Commissaires Anglais insistent pour nd 
Dali dw tervitoire mentionné dins Ja dite note du 26 Mars, et demandent sur un ton 
monagant Vs tertitoite par les troupes Impériales Ottomanes, en 








nformations un fort 
peessamment envoys dAden 





nvaqtant It question de Deridje. Le Vali ajoute que selon ses 
“i¢iachoment de soldats Anglais avee de Vartillerie sera 
parages. 

Anthopoulo Pacha est charsé dinsister de nouveau aupris de sa Si 
gwen attendant Ia solution détinitive de cette aTaire les autorités Any 
Oi elley se trouvent actuellement, et quielles Sabstionnent de tout emp 
i porter atteinto aux droits de It Sublime Porte dans Ventente 
41 ce sujet entre les deux Gouvernements. 
Ambassade Imperiale de Turquie, 

Londres, le 27 Mars, 1902. 














neurie pour 
s restent Bi 

ment de 
doit int 




























No. 228. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 28.) 













PIE Under-Se of State for India pr 
S of State for Foreign \flairs, 
Forwards horewith, for the information ¢ 
oF a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 
‘Delimitation Commission. 

Indiv Office, March 27, 1902, 





enis his compliments to the Under 
direction of Lonl ¢ Hamilton, 
the Secretary of State, copy paraplimse 
26th March, in connection with the Aden 
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Inclosure in No, 228. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, March 26, 1902. 
IN regard to your telegram of the 21st March, referring to letter from India Office 
to Foreign Office of the 13th March, I consider it important that our officers should 
he restrained from crossing the frontier as apparently they have done in the 
Dthambari country. The Porte is being addressed regarding the dead-lock. ‘The 
communication, result of which will be duly reported to you, is to the’ following 
effect :— 
king that instructions may be issued to the 
y to the definition of the actual status on 
lle’s note of the 10th January, 1883; otherwise, the 
y's Government may he obliged to withdraw their Com- 
missioners and maintain what they consider to be the existing frontier, 





No, 229. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 28.) 


(No. 23.) 
(Welegraphic,) P. Tehran, March 28, 1902. 
THERE are grounds for believing that the Persian Government have yielded to 
the persuasions of Russia, and have consented to the insertion of a clause whereby 
their financial tutelage is prolonged till 1912. I have not failed to make official 
inquiries on this particular point, and have urged that, unless this clause is amended, 
the Persians should not ratify the loan contract. Up’ to yesterday the news of the 
signature of the contract at St. Petersburgh had not reached the Minister for Foreign 


Affairs, but his Exeelloney’s belief is that it has taken place, as it is some days ago 
already since telegraphic orders to that effect were sent to the Persian Ministor at 
St. Petersburgh. 

1 have informed His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, and the Tndian 
Government of the foregoing. 





No, 230, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 80.) 


1 Tehran, March 80, 1902. 

WITIL reference to the telegram No. 22 I had the honour of addressing to your 
Lordship on the. 27th instant, I took an opportunity yesterday of sounding the Grand 
Vizier on the subject of the Concessions which the Arabistan Road Company desire to 
obtain, His Highness appeared to me to be well disposed, and begged me to put them 
in writing for the Shah to see and decide. It appears to me that we shall have a 
hotter chance of securing an arrangement satisfactory in its nature in Europe than 
here. There the Grand: Vizier will be away from Russian influence, and here His 

mess can do but little between now and the Shah's departure, as noxt week is the 

ed for the latter. My own idea would be to take ayer the promoters of this 
new scheme to Contrexéville in the month of June. 

I received confidential information from the Grand Vizier to the effect that the 
‘Tabreez Road, for whieh the Russians have obtained a Concession, will be converted into 
arailway, His Highness assented to my remark that if that proved to be the case 
we should also get a railwa: 




















Sir 


Sy en Constantinople, March 23, 1902. 

TL HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch 
from His Majesty’s Consul at Beyrout roporting on the defeetion of Er Riadh, under 
Thn Saoud, from the Amir of Nej 


O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdorene,—(Received March 31.) 








Thave, &e, ~ 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 








Inclosure in No. 231. 
Consul Richards to Sir N. O'Conor. 
oe po Damascus, March 12, 1902. 

LHAYE the honour to report to your Exeelleney that hear, from a fairly reliable 
source (Ali Pasha.el-Moghrabi, son of the late Bmir Abdul Kader), that reports recently 
Drought from the Nejd go to show thal there are many signs of the probability of @ 
eval of the conflict between Abdul Aziz thn Reshid, the Emir of that country, and 
rival, Abdartahman Feysul thn Saoud, the Emir of Riad, As your Pxcelicuey is 
aware, the latter is in alliance with Mubarak Ibn Sabah, the Sheikh of Koneit, 

Tt would appenr that Ibn Reshid, owing to his eruelty, rapacity, and general malad. 
aninistration, has s0 alienated the sympathies of a large proportion of the Nejdis that 
there have been of late considerable defections trom his eamp to that of his rival, who is 
now as—if not moro powerlul thunhimself, and who boasts that he will wrest Hayel 
from the unworthy hands of one who, lineally, is ony a wstiper, and so reeover n distriet 
which belonged at one tine to his own aneestors, om: 

Gomunieatin wth Contra Arabia Being itequent and uncertain, iti extremely 
difficult to ascertain what is woing on there, but as far as reliable information may reach 
me from time to time, I shail not fail to report to your Excellency anything of interest, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS. 











































No, 232, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Limsdowne,—(Receiced March 31.) 


«No, 129.) 
My Lord, - 

WITH reference to my 
herewith to your Lordship copy 
and of an extract from the “Monite 





March 23, 1902. 


Constantinop! 
honour to tra 


7th ultimo. 1 have th 
























Tnelosure 1 in No. 





Consul Richards to Siy N. O' Conor. 
(No. 25. 
ae Damascus, March 13 
IHAVE the honour to inform yor y m 
tho Hedjaz Railway, ic, from Mezarib to a place called Jabin, beyond Derva, were 
comploted—the lid —by the end of the last month. Tam also 
understand that three locomotiy re already in use on that section of the lin be 
Quite recently: the staif of engineers employed on the construction of this railway 
ween inereasedl by the arrival of eighteen freshly-engaged engineers, four of whom 





, 1902. 
Excellency that 40 kilom., say, 25 miles, of 
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are “Chefs de Section,” and the remainder “Sous-Chefs,” so that the whole number of 
men so employed on this enterprise amounts now to thirty-five. 

‘The progress of the work as undoubtedly been slow hitherto; but it is hoped that 
now the engincering staff has received such a considerable addition to its numbers, 
there will be a pereeptible improvement in the rapidity of construction. 'The Chief 
Engineer, Herr Meissner, in addition to natural abilities of a high order and profes: 
sional attainments, which are evidently much above the average, is an energetic and 
Keen workman, and, while he does not spare himself, he is not at all disposed, to jude 
by what one hears, to allow anything like malingering in those who are under hi 
orders. His subordinates appear, on the whole, to be capable men of a food stamp, so 
that, provided the necessary funds are fortheoming when wanted, and that all the 
reasonable demands of Terr Meissner and the contractors are complied with by the 
authorities, I see no reason why good progress should not be made with the work in 
the course of the next year or two. 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 282, 


Extract from the “ Moniteur Oriental’ of March 18, 1002. 


Ur Chea pe re Daatas—La Mecque.—Le Gouvernement Impérial a décidé 
dorachetor de £1. 155,000 la Coneession du Chemin de Fer Khaiffa-Damas, appartenant 
au groupe de M. Pilling, avec les 7 kilom. de voie ferrée qui sont déja construits, 

Cette voie seryira dembrinchement vers In mer au Chemin de Fer Damas-La 
Menge, 

vu 


importance que Khaiffa doit acquérir_par In construction de cet embranche: 
ment, le port de ectte ville sera agrandi de maniére & étee accessible ax plus grands 
bateaux. Le Chemin de Fer du [édjaz aura ainsi deux importants déboushés sere le 
mer: Beyrouth et Khalifa, 

Une Commission, constituée d Beyrouth sous ta présidence du Vali, son Execllonce 
Réchid Bey, aura la haute main sur Fadministration de ln ligne Khaifla-Damas, 

Une autre Commission, présidée par Hamudi Pacha, ex-Vali de Bassorih, dixigera 
les travaux de construction 

Le total de: sex pour la souseription du Chemin de Fer Damas-La 
Meoque save i 16,694,461'15 piastres. 

Emir de Boukhara a transmis Sa Majesté Tmpériale Io Sultan une dé 
fGlicitations & propos de Vapproche du Courban-Bairau 

Son Altesse annonee qu'une Commission a été consti 
reeueillir des souscriptions pour le Chemin de Ber Damas 


pechio de 
eit Boukliura A Pelfot de 
Meoque. 

La Fromm Curnassir—D'ordre Impéri 
croisours, 


Une Commission, sous la présidence de son Excellence Hassan Pacha, Ministre de 
4a Marine, Gtudie 1a question do 1a commande de ces deux eroiscurs on Europe, 


, la flotte sera augmentéo de deux 





No. 2: 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 31.) 


(No. 135.) 
iy Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1902, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 96 of the 20th instant, { learn from Mr, Consul 
Wratislaw that, so far as he can ascertain, the Agent of the Amir who eame to Bussorah 
to procure help against the insurgents in the Nejd has been told that no military assis, 
tance can be given. 
Thave, &e, 
igned) NN. R, O'CONOR. 
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No, 234, 






No, 235, 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 81.) 









Brigadier-General Maitland to Lord @. Hamilton —(Communicated by India Office, 
March 31.) 
(Telegraphie.) Aden, March 30, 1902, 
ADEN delimita 
Wahab writes that ‘Turks continue to close all roads round D'thamo ; also that the 
have offered to reward Ahmade Mehrabi Azrake, if they will declare themselves ‘Turkisl 
subjects; failing this, district will be occupied, People declare they will resist; but situa- 
tion thus ereated by Turks renders position of Delimitation Commission almost untenable. 
At the same time, withdrawal would be misfortune unless as prelude to very vigorous 
action. 
Saltan Lahedj has also informed that Turkish officials at Kataba are endeavouring 
to excite people against Delimitation Commission (2). Probably not much will come of 
this; but I shall further strengthen escort. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilt 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase of 2 
telegram from the Vieeroy, dated the 25th March, and inclosures in a letter from the 
‘orvign Secretary, Calcutta, date the 6th March, relative to the French flag and Suri 
dhows, 


India Office, Mareh 

























29, 1902. 





















Inclosure 1 in No, 234. 









Captain Cox to Government of India. 






No. 236. 






(Polegraphic.) Muscat, March 4-1 
SULTAN of Muscat intorins me that French Consul and Commodore, when visiting 
him and hi s, intimated that French Consul and man-of-war would 
proceed Sui urday, and that: “th 1 inform flag-holders of the 
Sultan's so ad s”” nothing further passed on this subject. 
informed # Conituanding oficially that he was 
to leave Mahé (? Museat) Wednesday, Lam necessarily scept of this ¥ 
assure, and Ta of opinion that, under existing « renich Ci 
proceeds Vithout offering me y utd also visic 
in “ox” and wateh proceedings. If you cannot reply within twenty-four hours 1 must 
(use) my own judgment. 













The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
































A Foreign Office, March 81, 1902, 
THAVE reecived your despatch No. 36 of the 8rd instant relative to a representing 
tion made by the Russian Legation to the Persian Government on the subject of the 
customs at Mohammerah. 
J approve the language which you held to M. Naus in regard to the attitude of Sheikh 
Khazal and his relations with the Persian Governmen 


























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 


















No. 237, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 






Tnelosure 2 in No, 234, 





Government of Indin to Captain Cor. Sir, Foreign Office, March 31, 1902, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, T am directed by the Matquess of 
Lansdowneto transmit to you copies of two notes from the Turkish Ambassadors" containe 
ing farther complaints of the proceedings of the British members of the Aden Deli 
Commission. 
Tam to request that Lord Lansdowne may be favoured with the observations of the 
Secretary of State for India on these notes. 









Caleutta, March & 
wt think it necessary for you ta follow 
reneh are about to nbate their prete 


1902, 
conch ship to 
nisions, nay cause 






) 
YERNMENT of Endl 
Sur. Such action, especially i 
neciless irritation, 
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Inclosure Tam, &e. 


(Signed) '. Hl, SANDERSON. 








Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Helegraphie.) P. ‘ March 25, 1902, 
HE iny telegram relating to Suri dhows, dated Lith March, 

‘ich Consul at Muscat, writing on the Sth March, assures Cox that the French 
only claim the right conferred on them by Brussels Act, namely, the right of surveillance 
and police over vessels bearing their fla, and that they liave no intention to subject 
Omanes) subjects to French jurisdiction, “ Cox, in a letter of which a copy was forwarded 
with my Seeretary’s letter of the YOth Mareb, suggests that the Sultan shoukd issue a 
notification declaring that it has been decided, after discussion between the Governments 
of Groat Britain and Franco and the Sultan, that in. the Sultan's territory the rights of 
foreign tlag-holders are the same as those of other Muscat subjects. I should be clad to 
be informed whether the French Consul's action is confitmed by his Government. As to 


the proposed notification, I hardly think that at present staze its issue js either necessary 
or desirable, : : i 
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